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Community Issues:

October:

10/06/16: Good Morning CT - :40
“National Day of Action”
Schools across Connecticut will be holding a "walk in" to send a strong message to their 
community. That message is all about students doing their best in the classroom. The goal 
behind these walk-ins is to basically reclaim the schools. Shine a spotlight on all the good that 
teachers do and the success of their students -- and send a powerful message. The event is 
being organized by the alliance to reclaim our schools which is a coalition of 10 national advocacy 
groups dedicated to justice and equity in access to educational opportunities. Here's how this will 
work at each of the schools taking part -- teachers, classroom support personnel, parents, and 
students will gather outside and talk about working together  and how demonstrates success in 
the community. From there everyone will walk into the school and get the day started. 

10/15/16: News 8 at 11pm - :20
“Amistad Tours”
A ship important to New Haven is docked at Long Wharf once again. The Amistad is back and 
open for tours. The ships was being renovated. It set sail in 1839. Captives from Sierra Leone 
took control of the ship and landed in New London.  After that happened Connecticut courts 
decided that the slaves onboard were free and not property. Tours will start up again tomorrow at 
11 in the morning.

10/18/16: News 8 at 6pm - :15
“Stop and Shop A+ Program”
You can help your child's school every time you buy groceries. Stop and Shop has made it even 
easier to participate in its A+ program. You can now sign up online and pick two schools in your 
community to money through the program. Every time you use your stop and shop loyalty 
program card, the schools you choose benefit. The program will run through March 16th.

10/31/16: News 8 at 5pm - :20
“Home Energy Assistance”



Some hope for lower-income families struggling to pay their home heating bills. The Connecticut 
energy assistance program is getting more than 70 million dollars in funding from the US 
department of health and human services. The funding is critical in helping ease the burden for 
thousands of area families. Connecticut's community action agencies have been accepting 
applications for aid over the past few weeks and are expecting more as temperatures begin to 
drop. If you want more information on how to apply go to www.wtnh.com and we will provide a 
link on where you can get help. 

November:

11/03/16: News 8 at 6pm - :25
“Operation Elf”
Four-hundred Connecticut Air National Guard troops are expected to be deployed over the next 
year. As men and women continue to put their lives on the line the annual Operation Elf is so 
important. Elf stands for 'embracing lonely families”. The program was started by Governor Jodi 
Rell. It's celebrating 15 years of helping military families. If you want to get on board and help 
here's what's needed....toys, in-kind services like snow plowing and lawn maintenance for the 
families and gift cards. You can find out more about how you can contribute by going to our 
website...www.wtnh.com or head to the news 8 app.

11/04/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15
“Vets Rock”
If you know a veteran who needs help with a job -- a service -- or just a night of fun News 8 is a 
proud partner of Vets Rock. Its next Friday...Veteran's Day ... at Mohegan Sun. Storm team 8 
chief meteorologist Gil Simmons will be the emcee- Jacquie Slater will be there as well as Kent 
Pierce and Bob Wilson bringing you all of the day's events and stories. For information on how 
you can get involved ... go to our website wtnh.com and click on the vets rock link.

11/10/16: News 8 at 12pm - :20
“Alexion Grant Helps Homeless”
New Haven unveils a program to put the city's homeless to work. The city of New Haven is 
donating a van called the respect mobile. It will pick up people who are panhandling and living on 
the street. Then, Liberty Community Services will put them to work picking up trash and cleaning 
up neighborhoods. Then they get help to find another job. It is called the respect work program. A 
one hundred thousand dollar grant from Alexion is funding the program. That's the 
pharmaceutical company that opened its corporate headquarters on College Street earlier this 
year.

11/21/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15
“Metro North Holidays”
If you plan on using Metro-North for the holiday weekend there are some service changes you 
should know about - on Wednesday...in the early afternoon…there will be extra trains in service 
to help ease some of the crowding. All fares will be off-peak. There will be additional inbound 
service on thanksgiving morning for the parade. And the rest of the weekend... Most stations will 
also offer free parking. 

December:

12/01/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15
“GR8 Holiday Give”
While you're doing your holiday shopping-- we hope that you'll keep our great holiday give in 
mind! It runs now through December 16th. We're asking you to donate new and unwrapped 

http://www.wtnh.com


toys to help brighten the holidays for children in need. You can drop off your gift in either the 
News 8 or Storm Team 8 bin. It's a friendly competition between us, but of course, the kids are 
the real winners. We have a full list of donation locations at www.wtnh.com and on our News 8 
app. 

12/07/16: News 8 at 10pm - :25
“Watertown Toy Replacement”
Tonight a community is coming together after a Grinch tried to steal Christmas from some less 
fortunate kids. Parishioners at Watertown's First Congregational Church tell News 8 that all of the 
donated toys have been replaced and then some! On Monday, someone came into the church 
and stole those gifts. They were being collected for the kids at the Wellmore Behavioral Health 
Center in Waterbury. We told you about it last night, right here on News 8 and when viewers 
heard, they sprang into action. Dozens of people showed up with toys, to replace the stolen gifts. 
Church members say they've already got the donations they need and then some. They are 
urging others moved by their story to give to other worthy charities.

12/13/16: Good Morning CT - :30
“Homeless Meters”
New Haven city leaders are hoping you'll give change to make change.  Here's how it works. 
Instead of handing money to those panhandling they're hoping you'll give to these meters. 
There are four scattered throughout downtown New Haven. Now, all the money collected will go 
to Liberty Community Services. Their mission is to end homelessness in the greater New Haven 
area and tackle causes of mental illness and addiction.  The meters are located at the corner of 
Chapel & College outside Info New Haven, College Street garage lobby, York & Chapel outside 
of the Yale Rep and Broadway & Elm by the pop-up Peabody Museum. These meters are ready 
for donations.

Health:

October:
10/05/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15
“Prostate Cancer”
The American Urological Association recommends men between the ages 50 to 69 years old get 
screened for prostate cancer. Dr. Honig says know your family history, if you're African-American 
you're at higher risk, and talk with your doctor 'if' and 'when' screening is appropriate. He tells me 
the screening is painless. It's a blood test and a digital rectal exam.

10/06/16: News 8 a t6pm - :25
“Opioid Statistics”
A statewide plan battling Connecticut's opioid crisis was released today. Governor Malloy made 
the announcement along with Yale School of Medicine researchers who helped to craft the 
initiative.  The report prioritizes a three-year plan to prevent addiction and overdoses. It includes 
increasing access to evidenced based care, medications and counseling. As well as educating 
providers and the community. The governor is asking state agencies impacted -- to look into how 
best to use resources to implement the recommendations.
 

10/09/16: Good Morning CT - :60
“Fast Food Calorie Count”
Tasty nuggets and fizzy drinks? For kids, there's much to love about combo meals from fast-food 
restaurants? And they make a parent's job easier too? A package deal with a cheaper price tag 
than ordering each item separately. But these combos also come with higher calories? Many from 
sugar-sweetened beverages included in the deal. Researchers at NYU surveyed roughly five 

http://www.wtnh.com


hundred kids in fast-food restaurants - along with their parents? Asking them about their food 
choices. Those kids who got a meal containing sugar-sweetened beverages downed 179 more 
calories than those who got meals without these drinks. Beverages that contribute calories but 
have no other nutritional value. In addition, combo meals had about 80 more beverage calories 
and 20 more beverage grams of sugar than non-combo orders. All those extra calories over time? 
Could mean a higher risk of obesity. Fortunately, for parents, it's an easy fix. Keep fast food trips 
occasional only. And when you do go, let your kid get the sandwich or nuggets that he or she 
loves? But skip the combo and let them drink water instead. 

10/24/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15
“Meat Heavy Diets”
It appears eating lots of fruits and vegetables may not lower the health risks associated with 
meat-heavy diets. That's according to a report in the Washington Post. Research shows eating 
red meat increases the risk of cardiovascular disease, diabetes and some types of cancers. In 
contrast, fruits and vegetables lower the risks of those health ailments. But eating a combination 
of both of those diets apparently does not leave you in the clear. The risks do not change.

November:

11/03/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15
“Kids Eat Too Much Salt”
New study finds that nearly 90 percent of children are eating more salt than they should be. 
Processed foods contributed more than half of kids’ average daily salt intake. So how can you cut 
down on your kids' salt? Doctors suggest more home cooked meals. Tat gives you more control 
over how much salt is in their food.

11/10/16: News 8 at 12pm - :60
“Sugary Drinks Linked to Diabetes”
Adults who drink sugary beverages regularly have a 46-percent higher risk of developing pre-
diabetes compared to those who avoid or rarely consume them. That's according to researchers 
at Tufts University. They analyzed information from the Framingham heart study's offspring 
cohort. A program that monitors multiple generations for factors that contribute to cardiovascular 
disease. Data on more than 16-hundred middle-aged people over a 14-year period was studied. 
Researchers found that higher intake of sugar-sweetened beverages -- defined as colas and 
other carbonated beverages, along with fruit drinks like lemonade and fruit punch was associated 
with increased insulin resistance, a risk factor for type two diabetes. People who drank a median 
of six 12-ounce drinks a week had insulin-resistance scores roughly eight-percent higher than 
low- or non-consumers. This study adds to a significant body of research that has linked sugary 
drinks with an increased diabetes risk. The good news is that if it's diagnosed early, pre-diabetes 
is reversible through lifestyle changes like diet and exercise

11/26/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15
“Drinking and Stroke Risk”
It looks as though a few drinks could be good and bad for your health. That's according to a study 
published in BMC Medicine. It found that people who had one or two alcoholic drinks a day 
reduced their risk of a stroke by 8-percent. But, people who had more than that had an increased 
risk of stroke. The risk for those who had more than four drinks a day jumped by 14-percent.

December:

12/01/16: News 8 at 5pm - :20
“CDC Needle Exchange HIV”



Today is world aids day. Health officials say new cases of HIV fell between 2008 and 2014. The 
drop was significant among black and Latino drug users. Health officials say needle exchanges 
are part of the reason. They give sterile syringes to users who often share needles. Dirty needles 
can transmit diseases like HIV and hepatitis. The study says fewer black and Latino users are 
sharing needles, but the same number of white drug users are.

12/05/16: News 8 at 5pm - :60
“Dangers of Smoking”
Smoking as a regular, long-term habit, it's known to be a killer, leading to cancer, lung and heart 
disease, and early death. But what about an occasional cigarette? For these "casual" smokers? A 
reality check. Even if you smoke less than one a day - it can put your health at risk, according to a 
new study. Researchers at the national cancer institute looked at lifetime smoking habits of more 
than 290 thousand Americans aged fifty to eighty? Finding that, compared to non-smokers, those 
who said they smoked - but had less than one cigarette per day - had a sixty-four percent 
increased risk of early death? Nine times the risk of dying from lung cancer? And an elevated risk 
of death from lung and heart disease in general. Those who admitted smoking one to ten 
cigarettes per day? The risk of early death increased by 87 percent, with a twelve times increased 
risk of dying from lung cancer. This study, one of the first to look at the health effects of low 
intensity smoking. But these startling statistics should be enough to convince any occasional 
smoker that when it comes to cigarettes, there's no such thing as a safe level of smoking. 

12/12/16: News 8 at 5pm - :60
“Friends Save Your Life”
Breast cancer affects one in eight American women at some point in their lives? And it kills more 
than 40 thousand every year. But we've come a long way in diagnosing it sooner and treating it 
more effectively. And today, new research? Suggesting that staying socially active may be one 
simple way to improve a woman's odds when faced with this disease. An international team of 
researchers studied the social habits of more than 9,000 women with breast cancer in the u.s. 
and china? Finding that women who were socially isolated had a forty-three percent higher risk of 
cancer recurrence and a sixty-four percent higher risk of early death from breast cancer over a 
ten-year period. Woman with larger social circles had a better chance of surviving and not having 
the cancer return compared to those with smaller social networks. The findings can't prove that 
strengthening social connections can help tilt the odds against cancer. But it is good news for 
those of us who have loved ones to lean on during times of sickness. And for others, it's a 
reminder? That finding ways to establish social connections - through support groups or by other 
means - may have more benefits than we know.

Education:

October:

10/06/16: News 8 at 12pm - -:15
“Tech Schools Possibly Closing”
The state's house majority leader is ripping a proposal from the state board of education to close 
some technical high schools. That same plan would also get rid of sports at all technical schools. 
State lawmakers are holding a news conference in Hartford right now to publically voice their 
concerns. The cuts would be made to save money. A final decision will be made in the coming 
months.

10/19/16: Good Morning CT - :60
“College Campaign”
New Haven public schools are set to kick off this year's American College Application Campaign. 
The goal of this program is to really help high school seniors navigate the process of applying for 



college. The American College Application Campaign is a national effort to increase the number 
of first generation and low income students pursuing a college degree or higher education. This 
year all 9 New Haven high schools will be taking part. Workshops will be held in the coming days 
and weeks for seniors so they can work on the college application process. They will also work on 
their college essay writing, mock interviews and talk with high school graduates who are now in 
college.  The program also helps students who may not want to go to college but instead get right 
into a career after graduation.  The school district teamed up with New Haven promise which 
covers full tuition to in-state colleges for students who live and go to a public school in the Elm 
city. The program starts today and runs through December 15th.  
 
10/27/16: Good Morning CT - :15
“Teachers Chronically Absent”
More than 1 in 4 teachers are considered chronically absent from school. That means they are 
missing more than two weeks of classes every year the national bureau of economic research 
has found that when teachers are absent for at least 10 days, there is a significant decrease in 
student outcomes. Superintendents and education policymakers say students need consistency 
in the classroom and high-quality instruction.

November:

11/01/16: News 8 at 6pm - :15
“CT Teacher of the Year”
An exciting day for a North Branford high school biology teacher. She is now Connecticut's 
"teacher of the year." Governor Malloy was on hand to present the award. Lauren Danner has 
been teaching at North Branford for 7 years. She's known for creating lessons for students that 
take real-world connections and connects them to scientific phenomena. Not only does Danner 
teach at North Branford High, she is also a proud alum. 
   
11/05/16: Good Morning CT - :15
“University of St. Joseph Enrolling Men”
Due to a decline in enrollment, the University of St. Joseph in West Hartford says their solution to 
get more enrollment is to start letting men apply. The university’s president says she is setting up 
a task force to consider making the college coed after enrolling only women for 84 years. The 
University of St. Joseph has 747 undergraduates this year, down 58 students since 2012.   

11/10/16: Good Morning CT - :15
“Wallingford Teachers Raises”
In Wallingford, teachers may be looking at some bigger paychecks next year. According to the 
New Haven Register, the town's board of education is giving the green light to an 8.75 percent 
pay hike over a three year period. Those raises would start in September of 2017. According to 
the United Federation of Teachers, that cumulative pay increase would include salary steps, and 
increased pay based on professional experience. The board approved a new contract in a 
meeting on Monday but the deal still has to be approved by the town council. 

11/29/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15
“School Funding Cuts”
Educators, parents, students and others today will come together in Waterbury in a fight over 
state budget cuts for education. Specifically -- over cuts in state funding for charter schools. They 
will speak out about why they believe the cuts are irresponsible and how they feel they would hurt 
families and children.

December:



12/02/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15
“Platt High Students Help NASA”
Some students at the state's biggest technical high school are helping NASA build tools that will 
be used in space. Students at Milford's PLATT technical high school are taking part in NASA's 
HUNCH program. HUNCH stands for High Schools United with NASA to create hardware. The 
students are helping NASA build their assignment is to build storage lockers and other equipment 
that will be used onboard the international space station. NASA trainers flew to Connecticut a 
short time ago to train the students. The materials they will be using are on the way.

12/04/16: Good Morning CT - :15
“Pre-School Funding”
Some good news for little ones. The state is getting more than 11 and a half million dollars from 
the federal government to expand high quality preschool. Governor Dannel Malloy says the 
money will let the state improve and keep pre-school education for students in poverty. The 
money will help kids in 13 town including Hamden, East Haven, Groton, Derby, Naugatuck, 
Seymour and Wolcott.

12/09/16: News 8 at 5pm - :20
“America’s Healthiest Schools”
Three schools in New Haven are getting national recognition. They are on the 2016 list of the 
healthiest schools in the country. Congrats to East Rock Magnet school, King-Robinson Magnet 
school and Jepson Magnet school. They either got a silver or bronze rating. 328 schools making 
the nationwide list.  Some of the criteria considered: nutritious food and access to physical 
education. 

Crime:

October:

10/20/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15
“Hartford Drug Sweep”
On October 19, 2016, during a day-long operation, Hartford Police Department Vice and 
Narcotics Division conducted an operation in the Zion St. and York St. area.  This operation was 
conducted in response to several recent gun related crimes, along with numerous narcotics 
trafficking complaints.  Detectives conducted surveillance in the area, observing individuals 
buying and selling illegal narcotics from the areas of 600, 602/606 Zion Street.  Information 
developed led investigators to obtain (2) valid search and seizure warrants, which resulted in the 
seizure of: (1) handgun from a convicted felon, narcotics, $703.00 US Currency and investigative 
information. A total of 18 individuals were arrested during the operation.

10/22/16: Good Morning CT - :15
“Bristol Deadly Shooting”
A 35 year old Bristol man is arrested for his connection to a deadly shooting last night. Bristol 
Police say they were called to 240 Woodland Street. When they got there they found 63 year old 
Daniel Caron with a gunshot wound in the chest lying in the driveway. He was taken to the 
hospital and later died. Police say they arrested Chad Couture. He is facing multiple charges 
including manslaughter. He is being held on a 500 thousand dollar bond.

10/25/16: News 8 at 11pm - :30
“New Haven Community Policing”
A push for more community policing in the cedar hill section of new haven right on the heels of a 
double shooting in that neighborhood earlier this week.  Last night community leaders, residents, 
business owners, and neighborhood kids all came together for pizza with a cop. It's the latest 



effort by officers in new haven to improve police relationships with the people they protect. On 
Monday night two people were shot at the Hess gas station on State Street. So far no arrests 
have been made and police say events like these can help prevent and solve similar crimes. Two 
new bike officers are making their debut in that neighborhood as well. It’s part of an effort to 
increase patrols and make officers more accessible.

November:

11/09/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15
“New Haven Shooting”
We're following breaking news in New Haven tonight. Police are looking for witnesses to come 
forward following a shooting in the city earlier this evening. Police say they believe the shooting 
happened at the Farnam Courts housing complex on Franklin Street. They say staff at Yale New 
Haven Hospital called to report two people showed up with gunshot wounds around 7:30. Erin 
Jones is in critical condition. Brian Faulks is in serious but stable. Anyone who knows anything 
about the crime is asked to call New Haven police.

11/14/16: News 8 at 5pm - :25
“KKK Incident”
Police in East Windsor are investigating a troubling viral video that shows someone dressed in 
what appears to be a Klu Klux Klan robe and hood. East Windsor police believe it was not a KKK 
rally.  Instead they think a Saturday night party with 20 something year-olds turned disturbing 
when someone donned the KKK outfit and rode around a bonfire on a dirt bike carrying a trump 
flag.  East Windsor police say it happened on a 500 acre piece of property.  Police are looking 
into whether the situation rises to the level of a hate crime. No one has been arrested in 
connection with this incident.  Party goers could be charged with things like trespassing and 
underage drinking depending on the outcome of the investigation.

11/23/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15
“Ansonia Robbery”
Ansonia police are investigating a robbery in which the victim planned on meeting up with 
someone to buy a cellphone. It happened at around 8:30 Tuesday night on Rockwood Avenue 
and Granite Terrace. The victim tells police he and a friend met a man there to buy a cell phone 
listed on the website "let go". While looking at the phone, police say another man pointed a gun at 
the victims then took off with their phones and cash. 

11/24/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15
“New Haven Homicide”
In New Haven tonight police continue to investigate a homicide near the Southern Connecticut 
State University campus. Police say 30-year old Dy’rail Reddick was shot multiple times early this 
morning. It happened in a parking lot outside an apartment complex on Cherry Ann Street. No 
word from investigators if they have any suspects. New Haven police are asking anyone with 
information to give them a call.  Any tips will remain confidential.

December:

12/05/16: Good Morning CT - :15
“State Supreme Court Threatening”
The Connecticut Supreme Court is going to be hearing arguments on whether or not saying, 
quote, "I will hurt you" end quote - is a crime. A Danbury man said that to his brother-in-law in 
2014. That man was charged. A trial judge ruled it wasn't a true threat. But now it will go to the 
state's highest court to decide. 



12/07/16: Good Morning CT - :40
“Watertown Grinch”
Police are searching this morning for whoever stole Christmas gifts from a church. Those gifts 
were taken from the First Congregational Church in Watertown and meant for children in need. 
Officers say sometime Monday night a thief or thieves snuck into the First Congregational Church 
of Watertown. The crooks made off with dozens of holiday gifts meant for 36 children in need. 
Church staff arrived Tuesday morning and discovered that all the toys and presents collected for 
their annual Christmas toy drive had been stolen. Watertown police say there was no sign of 
forced entry. So far there are no leads as to who this criminal might be. But in true Christmas 
spirit donations are coming in from the community and even the police to help replace those 
stolen gifts, making sure these little victims of crime, have some holiday cheer. 

12/12/16: News 8 at 11pm - :35
“Cell Record & Crime”
Connecticut case challenges use of cellphone tower evidence. An appeal before the Connecticut 
Supreme Court is adding to the divided legal landscape nationwide surrounding the validity of 
cellphone tower evidence used in criminal trials. Eugene Edwards Jr. is serving a 20-year prison 
sentence for robbing an 82-year-old woman in her Wethersfield, Connecticut, home in 2012. 
Edwards' appeal says the trial court judge should not have admitted evidence that his cellphone 
connected with a cell tower near the crime scene around the same time as the robbery. The state 
Supreme Court is scheduled to hear the appeal Monday. Courts around the country have issued 
conflicting rulings about whether cellphone tower evidence is reliable. Some experts say the 
evidence is often misinterpreted because a cellphone can be more than 20 miles away from a 
tower it pings.

Consumer Issues:

October:

10/04/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15
“Best Buy Fined”
Best Buy has agreed to pay a 3.8 million dollar civil penalty for selling recalled products. The 
agreement with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission settles charges that the company 
sold and distributed sixteen recalled products from 2010 to 2015. Federal law prohibits this 
practice. Best Buy sold about six hundred recalled items including more than four hundred Canon 
cameras. In addition to the fine, the electronics store agreed to maintain a compliance program. 
The settlement does not constitute an admission of the charges. 

10/09/16: News 8 at 6pm - :15
“Dog Food Recall”
Stop and Shop is pulling a dog food product from its shelves after a recall by Mars Pet Care.  The 
product involved is the Cesar Classics filet mignon. Pieces of plastic in the food could be a 
choking hazard to your pet. If you bought this product you can return it for a refund. 

10/17/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15
“Pepsi Slicing Sugar”
Soda giant Pepsi is going to be slicing sugar in drinks and working to make dozens of other 
products healthier too. The company promises at least two-thirds of PepsiCo drinks will have 100 
calories or less by 2025. The company also plans to reduce saturated fat and sodium levels in 
other products like Frito Lay chips. The changes are because of consumer preferences and new 
guidelines from the world health organization.

10/28/16: News 8 at 12pm - :20



“FCC Online Privacy”
New rules on internet usage will provide more power to the consumer. That's according to the 
federal communications commission.  They require internet providers get a customers' 
permission to use sensitive data. That includes things like- web browsing information and app 
usage history. In the past, many internet companies have used that data for marketing purposes. 
The internet industry calls the move unfair because websites like Facebook and google can still 
collect and use the data.

November:

11/06/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15
“Smoked Fish Recall”
Olma Inc. is recalling some sliced Norwegian premium smoked salmon, turbot and butterfish. 
They could be contaminated with listeria although no one has gotten sick so far. We have the 
specific UPC codes and best by dates on our website and in the news 8 app if you'd like more 
information. 

11/07/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15
“Samsung Artificial Intelligence”
Samsung now has its own 'virtual assistant' to compete with apple's 'Siri'. The company says it 
will be available in its upcoming Galaxy S8 models. The feature will allow users to talk to the 
virtual assistant-to do things like order food or ask for directions- without having to open another 
app.  It's expected to be released in the spring of 2017. Sales will be critical for Samsung as it 
tries to rebound from the global recall of millions of Galaxy Note 7's because of that fire threat.

11/21/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15
“Apple Offers Free Battery”
Apple is offering free replacement batteries to some of its I-phone six users. For the past couple 
of months-- some of those phones have been suddenly shutting off for no apparent reason. A 
consumer watch group in china launched an investigation on the problem last week. Apple is still 
trying to figure out what's causing the problem-but they say it is not a safety issue. 

December:

12/02/16: News 8 at 5pm - :20
“Massive Ford Recall”
Ford has issued a recall. The company is recalling nearly 7 hundred thousand cars because the 
seatbelt could snap in crash. So far -- two people have been hurt. Included in the recall are 
certain 2013 to 2016 ford fusions, 2015 to 2016 Ford Mondeo and 2013 to 2015 Lincoln MKZ. 
Ford will notify the owners of the effected vehicles and fix the problem for free.

12/07/16: News 8 at 11pm - :30
“Charity Scams”
A warning from the Department of Consumer Protection - holiday charity scams are everywhere 
right now. The state says reported charity scams went from 47 last year up to 134 this year and 
climbing. As holiday shoppers look to give a little extra to those in need, the state says there are a 
few red flags to look out for - if they're asking for cash, just say no. It’s best to use a check and 
have a paper trail of your donation. Other warnings include lack of proof your donation is tax 
deductible, the use of high pressure tactics trying to get you to donate right away and limited 
details about the charity's identity, mission, costs, or where your money will be used. The state 
says the best way to give is to plan in advance.



12/08/16: Good Morning CT - :15
“Slide Recall”
We have a major recall to tell you about. Playworld Systems is recalling 13-hundred slides. They 
say there are concerns that these can cut off kids' fingers. It's because the slides are made of 
stainless steel. They can crack and separate.  Two kids have lost fingers because of this. These 
slides can be found at many schools and public playgrounds. Parents be advised. 

Government, Economy, & Law

October:

10/01/16: Good Morning CT - :15
“State Budget Deficit”
Its official, Connecticut is 170-million dollars in debt. That's how the state closed out the fiscal 
year which actually ended in June. In a letter sent to the governor, state comptroller Kevin Lembo 
says the shortfall in the general fund will be covered by the state's budget reserve fund. Lembo 
blames an economy that has yet to reach past recovery growth levels.

10/05/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15
“Prepaid Card Crackdown”
New rules will protect consumers who use prepaid Visa or Mastercard credit cards. Starting next 
year, providers must first ensure a customer can afford the payments before opening a credit 
card account or increasing a line of credit for a prepaid card. They are popular for people who 
don't have bank accounts or can't qualify for a credit card. The government estimates 112-billion-
dollars will be loaded onto prepaid cards by 2018.

10/18/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15
“Social Security Increase”
Millions of people on social security will receive an increase in benefits next year but it's nothing 
to write home about. It amounts to roughly 4 dollars a month, about enough to buy a couple of 
cups of coffee. It's the 5th year in a row older Americans will have to settle for historically low 
raises or no increase at all. The federal government announced the cost of living adjustment this 
morning.

10/21/16: Good Morning CT - :15
“CT Unemployment Rate”
An economy analyst is now saying it could take Connecticut two more years to fully recover from 
the recession. Preliminary figures show thousands of jobs were lost in September -- marking the 
third straight month of losses. But the unemployment rate for last month actually fell just a hair. 
The Office of Research at the Connecticut Department of Labor is now saying the state has 
recovered more than three quarters of the jobs lost in the recession.

November:

11/03/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15
“CT Supreme Court Justice”
A Connecticut Supreme Court justice is retiring after 16 years on the bench. Justice Peter Zarella 
announced his retirement today. He's been on the state supreme court since 2001. He's one of its 
most conservative members. Opposing gay marriage and the abolishment of the death penalty. 
The 67 year old will start work at a law firm in January.

11/04/16: News 8 at 5pm – “15



“Jobs Added October”
Some good news for the economy. The department of labor says more than 160 thousand jobs 
were added last month. That dropped the unemployment rate to 4 point 9 percent. That's down 
by more than half since 2009 when unemployment peaked at ten percent.

11/25/16: Good Morning CT - :30
“Government Watch Credit Cards”
Another warning this morning that the government is tracking your purchases through your credit 
cards. And one U.S. senator says it's an invasion of your privacy. The consumer financial 
protection bureau monitors banks and lenders following the 2008 financial crisis. It watches 95 
percent of credit card transactions. The bureau claims it keeps tabs monthly on all total 
transactions with nothing specific to you. For example, where you spent money, how much -- that 
sort of thing. But one U.S. senator from Georgia says the fact the bureau is funded through the 
federal reserve means it doesn't go through congress and there's really no way of knowing what it 
is and is not doing. The senator says there's a simple solution for all of this -- bring the bureau 
under congress and create more safeguards.
 
11/30/16: News 8 at 11pm - :30
“State Spending Review”
There are new dire signs about the state budget. One lawmaker says the Connecticut budget is 
on a collision course ready to explode. State government's top two numbers guys gave 
lawmakers the bleak budget news that could result in cuts twice as deep as the ones made this 
year. The budget gurus say about half of the one-and-a-quarter billion dollars in red ink facing 
state government are expenses that can't be cut. Bills that must be paid because they are 
pension promises made to approximately 30-thousand retired state employees and teachers.        
The cutting will have to come somewhere else. Lawmakers were also told that the state's 50 
wealthiest residents lost a combined total of nearly 3 billion dollars last year which meant the 
state lost more than 200 million in tax revenue from just 50 residents.

December:

12/01/16: Good Morning CT - :15
“State Budget Cuts”
The state budget battle seems to just get worse and worse. Cuts next year could be twice as 
deep as the ones made this year. State officials say about half of the one-and-a-quarter billion 
dollars in red ink facing state government are expenses that cannot be cut. There are bills that 
must be paid because they are pension promises made to approximately 30-thousand retired 
state workers and teachers. Cuts will have to be made somewhere else.

12/10/16: Good Morning CT - :25
“Russia Election Hacking”
New information over concerns that Russia may have hacked the presidential election. President 
Obama ordered a deep investigation into election-season cyberattacks. The CIA concluded 
Moscow aimed specifically to help Donald Trump win the presidency. This is according to the 
Washington post. Before the election, the U.S. government publicly blamed the Russian 
government for cyberattacks to influence the election. President-elect Trump and the Kremlin 
have repeatedly denied any Russian ties to election-related hacking. The review is expected to 
be done before Trump's inauguration in January.

12/12/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15
“Possible Interest Rate Hike”
Market watchers say look for the 'fed' to raise interest rates later this week. As you know, Wall 
Street has been on quite a run with the Dow surging more than 600 points in the past week and 



more than 13 percent for the year. That has the central bank believing the economy is stable 
enough to absorb an interest rate hike.


