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Community Issues: 
 
January: 
 
1/04/16: News 8 at 5pm - :30 
“Avoiding New Years’ Scams” 
We've got your back tonight, offering help with some tips to start the New Year avoiding scams, 
and preventing fraud.  The Better Business Bureau is out with a new list of resolutions to avoid 
scammers.  They can hit online, through email, over the phone, or even at the front door.  We're 
breaking down the top 8 for you - 1- Don't rush into action. Scammers will try to pressure you to 
do something now. 2 - Don't be greedy.  Many swindles are designed to appeal to a desire to get 
something for free.  3 - Be proactive rather than reactive.  Instead of responding to an appeal for 
donations over the telephone, find a charity of your choice.  4 - Don't do business at your front 
door - this goes for door-to-door sales, or someone asking for a donation. 5 - When in doubt, 
check with the better business bureau first.  6 - Read the fine print. Always know what you are 
signing.  7 - If you get an email from someone you don't recognize just delete it. Don't open 
anything that looks suspicious. And, tip 8 - Secure your computer. That means using virus 
software and creating strong - and different - passwords for each account. 
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1/12/16: News 8 at 11pm - :20 
“Winter Driving Tips” 
Triple A is offering some safe driving tips for when roads get slick...First slow down! You have 
less control when roads are slippery, and speeding doesn’t help! Don't tailgate! It can take twice 
as long to stop in icy conditions...Don't use cruise control...be sure to buckle up...and remember 
to turn on your headlights. 

 
1/14/16: News 8 at 6pm - :25 
“Walter Camp Stay in School” 
The Walter Camp football weekend is underway... The All-Americans are trickling in-- leading up 
to Saturday's black tie affair at the Yale commons. This morning-- hundreds of 8th graders from 
the area took part in the Stay in School rally at the Floyd Little Athletic Center...News 8's Ann 
Nyberg hosts the event. Each year a different NFL mascot is there to get the kids attention-- this 
year it was Freddy the Falcon-- who set the kids up to hear important messages from the likes of 
Yale basketball coach James Jones and former NFL player David Fulcher.. 

 
1/19/16: Good Morning CT - :20 
“Warming Centers Open” 
Governor Malloy has activated the state's cold weather protocol because of the bitter conditions. 
It will stay activated until at least Thursday.  State agencies are helping make sure those who are 
most vulnerable like -- the elderly and the homeless -- are able to have someplace warm and safe 
to stay.  As part of the protocol here are some places open so people can stay warm during the 
day…The Salvation Army - Bristol Corps Community Center and Bristol Community Organization- 
both in Bristol, The Bethel AME Church food pantry in New Haven and Saint Vincent de Paul in 
Middletown.  If you need help finding a place to stay warm -- just call 2-1-1 
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February:  
 
2/06/16: Good Morning CT Wknd - :30 
“Project Green Thumb” 
More than 130 people arrested back in December will be here on the green to help clean up. 
They'll mainly be picking up litter. And despite the snow, they'll be out here later this morning. 
They were given a choice - come clean up the green or pay a fine. These people were arrested 
during a Yale sit in. They were protesting the university's not hiring people in the community and 
charged with creating a public disturbance. Project green thumb gives aims to hold people 
accountable while also addressing their needs as well as community needs. It also attempts to 
keep people out of the criminal justice system. It's geared toward people like this - who are 
charged with quality of life offenses. That means crimes like drinking in public, littering and 
panhandling. The fines are usually around a hundred dollars. And many of the people charged 
with these crimes are unable to pay them. Now they can choose to do 5 hours of community 
service instead.  
 

2/10/16: News 8 at 12pm - :20 
“Old Lyme Rail Changes” 
A proposal to bring high speed rail to Connecticut is sparking outrage in one shoreline town. 
Community leaders in Old Lyme spoke out today against plans by the Federal Railroad 



administration to build a new railway line. The proposal is to build a new bridge over the 
Connecticut River and then have four sets of train tracks going through the heart of Old Lyme. 
The First Selectman says the town does support mass transit...Another part of the proposal is to 
build a train tunnel from Milford to Long Island. The changes would cut half an hour off the train 
ride from Washington to Boston. The Federal Railroad Administration calls this initial plan very 
broad...saying it does not reflect the exact route the tracks would take. A spokesman also says 
they welcome the public's input. 
 

2/16/16:  News 8 at 5pm - :20 
“Free Dental Clinics” 
Children in New London were treated to free dental care today. The "Give Kids a Smile" program 
took place at the Community Health Center in the city. Free of charge the kids get exams and 
cleanings, fillings, fluoride treatments, and are versed on the fundamentals of dental care. 
Volunteers with AmeriCorps also did arts and crafts with the kids while they waited to see the 
dentist.  Community Health Center also provided free dental care at its clinics in Middletown and 
Stamford as well. 
 

March: 
 
3/05/16: Good Morning CT Wknd - :15 
“Naugatuck Valley Home Show in Shelton” 
March is here...and if you're already thinking spring stop by the Naugatuck Valley Home Show in 
Shelton. Get some ideas for your spring home improvement projects and meet with local 
companies. There's activities and games for the kids. The event will be held Sunday and the 
doors open at 12pm. And it's free. 

 
3/11/16: News 8 at 11pm - :20 
“St. Paddy’s Day Parade Security” 
The annual New Haven's Saint Patrick’s Day Parade is Sunday. Tens of thousands of people are 
expected to line the route and celebrate the holiday. New Haven police say they are prepared to 
make sure things don't get out of hand. They'll have 200 officers downtown. They're also working 
with bar and club owners to close earlier than they normally do. And if you're looking for a fun St. 
Patrick's day event in your area go to www.wtnh.com – we’ve got a link right on our home page to 
help locate local events.  

 
3/15/16: Good Morning CT - :40 
“Gun Range Meeting” 
Connecticut State Police are looking at several locations as a new home for the state gun range. 
In response to inquiries made by elected officials and property owners concerning the 
Connecticut State Police Firearms Training Facility Relocation Project, the Connecticut 
Department of Administrative Services (DAS) and Department of Emergency Services and Public 
Protection (DESPP) will hold a series of informational community meetings in the towns of 
Voluntown, Griswold, and Canterbury during the month of March. Property owners in each town 
have expressed interest in selling to the State for purposes of developing this critical state facility. 
The first meeting was held last night. There will be a meeting held tonight, March 15, at 
Voluntown Elementary School, 195 Main Street, Voluntown and one will be held tomorrow night, 
March 16, in Griswold at Griswold Middle School, Auditorium, 211 Slater Ave., Jewett City, CT. 
For each meeting, the doors will open at 6:30 pm and the public may inspect graphic information 
that will be provided, with the meetings commencing at 7:00 pm. There will be remarks by officials 
from the State Police and DAS, as well as local elected officials. 
 
Health: 
 

http://www.wtnh.com/


January:  
 
1/05/16: News 8 at 12pm - :25 
“Free Mental Health Care” 
A public health campaign is targeting young people with a mental illness.  It's called Mind-Map 
and it promotes the early detection and treatment of psychosis.  The program is for young 
patients and their families -- who are going through a psychotic illness-and struggling to find the 
care they need in the new haven area. A psychiatrist from Yale school of medicine says-the 
symptoms include hearing voices or having hallucinations. The free treatment covers patients 
living in Bethany, Branford, East Haven, New Haven, North Haven, West Haven, Hamden, 
Orange, Woodbridge and Milford. We've got more information available on our website at 
www.wtnh.com.   
 

1/07/16: News 8 at 11pm - :20 
“Vitamins and Supplements” 
Vitamins and supplements are supposed to help your health but a new study says they send 
more than 20 thousand people to the hospital every year. Ten percent of those visits are serious 
enough to require a hospital stay. The supplement industry says its products are safe but the 
results of a new study on *who* is ending up in the E-R is raising some concerns. Experts say if 
you take supplements, be sure to let your doctor know what you are taking. And always keep 
them where kids can't get to them. 
 

1/26/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15 
“Middlesex Baby Friendly” 
Middlesex hospital getting recognized by the World Health Organization for their birth facility. 
They're re-designated as a "baby-friendly" facility because of their level of care and information 
for breast feeding moms.  They use a ten step program to help mothers breastfeed. The hospital 
originally got their designation in 2005. There are 8 hospitals in Connecticut who are recognized 
as "baby-friendly".  

 
1/29/16: Good Morning CT - :20 
“Exercise Like Medicine” 
Regular exercise is key to maintaining a healthy lifestyle and preventing some diseases but now-
the Journal of the American Medical Association has published a call to action recommending 
that health care professions prescribe exercise for all patients. In essence, treat physical activity 
as a vital sign-and write a prescription for exercise. And, it doesn't have to be major time in the 
gym. Walking-30 minutes, three times a week, can do the trick. Consider all the diseases 
exercise can keep away high blood pressure, type two diabetes, obesity, stroke, depression. 
And the list goes on. It's always a good idea to check in with your doctor before starting an 
exercise program.  
 

February: 
 
2/03/16: Good Morning CT - :15 
“Zika Virus Transmitted Through Sex” 
New information this morning on transmission of the Zika virus... An illness people can get 
through mosquitoes bites. Turns out that's not the only way the CDC has confirmed with the 
Dallas County Texas Health and Human Services department - a patient acquired the virus 
through sex. That person - infected after having sexual contact with someone who contracted the 
virus in a country where it is present.  

 
2/04/16: News 8 at 6pm - :15 

http://www.wtnh.com/


“Johnson & Johnson Diabetes Study” 
Promising news tonight... researchers feel they are close to finding a cure to Type 1 diabetes. 
The head of the diabetes center at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine says they may have found 
potentially the real deal when it comes to a cure. Its first stem cell treatment they believe could fix 
the life-threatening hormonal disorder. Johnson & Johnson is helping to speed up development. 
Tests on a small number of diabetic patients have begun. 
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2/12/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15 
“Good News on Alzheimer’s Disease” 
A new study from Boston University finds the chance of getting dementia later in life is 
decreasing. Researchers looked at 5-thousand people for more than 40 years. They found the 
rate of dementia in people over the age of 60 has gone down. In the 1970s, roughly four percent 
of people got dementia. Now, its two percent. 
 

March: 
 
3/01/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15 
“Sleep Deprivation” 
A new study finds - sleep deprivation could make you eat more and altered hormone levels may 
be the reason why. Researchers found - not getting enough sleep leads to changes in levels of 
so-called "hunger hormones". They also noticed increases in appetite... Including eating more 
snacks high in fat and protein. The researchers say this does not prove that lack of sleep makes 
you obese. 
 

3/15/16: Good Morning CT - :15 
“Exercise vs Medicine” 
More doctors are prescribing exercise -- instead of medicine -- for their patients with chronic 
health problems. Primary care physicians, internists and psychologists are all jumping on the 
bandwagon. Advocates say 70 percent of patients suffer from chronic problems that could be 
helped by exercise. They also say-affordable access to a gym is critical for many, especially for 
those with lower incomes. 
 

3/17/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15 
“Springtime Allergies” 
Have you been sneezing, feel itchy, and have watery eyes? All that comes with spring-time 
allergies but the cause might not be what you expect. While most symptoms are typical of 'hay 
fever' allergies - one doctor tells news 8 it is too early for tree pollen to affect people. The doctor 
says- mold caused by the freezing and thawing of the earth could be what's making you 
miserable. If it is allergies, you should treat them with anti-histamines and nasal sprays as soon 
as possible. 
 

 
Education: 
 
January: 
 
1/08/16: News 8 at 6pm - :15 



“CT Education Ranking” 
A new survey ranks Connecticut's schools among the top 5 states in the country. Education 
week's annual quality counts report says that Connecticut gets an overall score of 82-point-5 
points which works out to a b minus. The national average is 74-point-4, which is a c. The report 
looks at students’ grades, test scores, and spending per student, among other things. The 
schools that fared better than us are: Massachusetts, Maryland, New Jersey and Vermont. 
 

1/11/16: Good Morning CT - :15 
“CT School Funding” 
A landmark lawsuit is headed to trial over whether Connecticut's method of funding public schools 
is unconstitutional. They're looking at whether it fails to provide equal opportunities to students in 
low-income areas. A coalition of municipalities, school boards and education groups sued the 
state in 2005. They claim Connecticut wasn't providing full funding to cities and towns under the 
state's education cost sharing program. The coalition says vast differences in test results, 
graduation rates and other factors between rich and poor towns show the funding system isn't 
fair. A trial is scheduled to begin tomorrow in Hartford superior court. 
  

1/29/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15 
“Test Students Lose Funding” 
The U.S. Department of Education reminding more than a dozen states-including Connecticut-
that testing students on their math and language arts abilities is still required. A letter to state 
school officials last month said the nation's new education law still requires testing for students 
from 3rd to 8th grade this year despite the end of 'no child left behind' the state can lose federal 
funding. States that fall short of the 95 percent participation rate risk losing funding. Those 
thirteen states were also asked to make corrective plans. 
 

February: 
 
2/02/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15 
“UCONN Diverse Dorms” 
UCONN is trying to increase graduation rates among African American males. And they're doing 
it through dorm rooms. The School says they're building what will be called "the scholars house." 
It's a dorm that will open in the fall where African-American male students can live and also get 
academic help, career development help and social support. The voluntary program will have 
room for 43 students.  
 

2/04/16: News 8 at 11pm - :20 
“Kent Armed Teachers” 
Would you want your kid's teacher to have a gun in the classroom.... all in the name of safety? It's 
something the town of Kent is considering. Town selectman Jeffrey Parkin is suggesting teachers 
have firearms in classrooms at Kent Center School. It's a pre-K through eighth grade school. The 
program would include 26 hours of violence response training for teachers. Kent selectmen voted 
two to one in favor of guns for teachers. First Selectman Bruce Adams voted against it. The 
proposal will be presented to the board of education next month. 
 

2/19/16: Good Morning CT - :15 
“College Debt” 
Senator Richard Blumenthal is launching an online campaign today for feedback from students 
about student loans. This campaign will be kicked off at Wethersfield High School, where Senator 
Blumenthal will meet with students and teachers about new measures he is leading to help make 
college more affordable. It follows a series of visits Senator Blumenthal made to other high 
schools and colleges across the state. 

 



2/24/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15 
“White House and Special Education” 
Are too many American children-being singled out for special education? The White House wants 
individual states to look into the issue. The department of education claims - students of color are 
more likely to be identified as having a disability. It also says - those kids face tougher discipline 
than students who are white. The education department is already proposing new rules- to help 
school officials implement new standards. 
 

March: 
 
3/07/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15 
“Teacher Evaluations” 
The state's largest teachers union urged lawmakers in Hartford today to adopt a bill that would 
unlink standardized test results from teacher evaluations. Connecticut education association 
presented a report today outlining why using results from the Smarter Balanced Assessment test 
is unfair to teachers. The union contends the test was not designed to evaluate teachers.  The 
link between tests and teacher evaluations is scheduled to take effect this September.  
 

3/15/16: News 8 at 6pm - :15 
“State Charter School Cuts” 
State republican leaders also proposed 12.9 million in cuts to public charter schools. The 
northeast charter schools networks is condemning the idea...saying it would place schools and 
their students at risk. The proposal would slash pupil funding from 11-thousand to about 96-
hundred dollars per student.  

 
3/18/16: Good Morning CT - :15 
“School Lunch Report” 
How healthy are the school lunches children eat every day? Too much fat and salt may make 
kids happy, but it also can make them obese. On average-children get a third to a half of their 
'daily nutrition' from meals at school. And-there is some 'good' news for parents. Researchers 
looked at more than 46-hundred elementary schools-and found more meals with fresh fruit, 
vegetables and salads and less with fried foods. But the bad news - poorer schools were 21 
percent less likely to have a salad bar. And predominantly African American schools were 26 
percent less likely than majority white schools to have fresh fruit.  
 
 

Crime: 
 
January: 
 
1/04/16: Good Morning CT - :15 
“West Haven Fire Scam” 
If you live in West Haven you'll want to know about this phone scam that is going around. People 
say they received calls from a person who claims to be from the association of firefighters and 
paramedics. The calls are coming from a 203 area code. The person on the other end of the line 
asks for money. The president of the West Haven firefighters union says it has no idea who is 
making these calls but if you get one -- don't give out any information. Just hang up and call 
police. 
 

1/07/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15 
“Crime Prison Statistics” 



According to the F-B-I....crime rates in Connecticut are at their lowest level in 48 years. That's just 
one of the positive items mentioned by the State today. Plus, there's a new, 21st century way to 
contact emergency services should you need them. Almost everyone that has a cellphone now 
can text...The state announced today that it is making the upgrade for texting to 9-1-1....and that 
despite problems in the cities....the overall crime rates in the state are dropping rapidly. 
 

1/16/16: News 8 Weekend - :15 
“New London Suspicious Person” 
Police in New London are looking into a case of stranger danger after reports that a man offered 
a student a ride.  It happened yesterday morning just blocks away from Bennie Dover Jackson 
Middle School. The student tells police that a Hispanic man in his 40s made several attempts to 
give him a ride.  Police are now looking for a gold car with I Love Jesus stickers on the back and 
a gold chain hanging from the rear view mirror that also says I Love Jesus. If you have any 
information give New London police a call.  
 

1/31/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15 
“Bristol BB Gun Assault” 
Tonight Bristol police are trying to figure out who attacked a man with a b-b gun outside the 
Disabled American Veterans hall on Riverside Avenue. It happened just before 7 o'clock last 
night. Police found the 66 year old victim bleeding from a small cut under his left eye. Two b-bs 
were found embedded in his head. Police say those injuries are not life threatening. Right now it's 
unclear if the victim is a veteran. 

 
February: 
2/01/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15 
“Plainfield Sex Assault” 
Plainfield Police arrested a man they say had been sexually assaulting a girl for years. Officers 
picked up Robert Barnhart today. He'd been under investigation since last November. 
During that investigation, police say they found evidence of sexual assault dating back several 
years. They will only say the victim is a juvenile. Barnhart is due back in court tomorrow. 

 
2/19/16: Good Morning CT - :20 
“UCONN Body Cameras”  
Police officers at UCONN are wearing body cameras out on patrol. Seven have already been 
outfitted with the cameras and every uniformed officer - from the chief on down - will soon have to 
wear one. The police department wants to work out any kinks- before it issues them to all 81 of its 
officers. The department's deputy chief says it's not an end-all be-all to crime fighting…just 
another tool. A new law mandates all state police officers and troopers to wear body cameras by 
July. 

 
2/21/16: Good Morning CT - :20 
“West Haven Homicide” 
The search is on for a person who killed a West Haven woman is still on. 26 year old Keneata 
Nicholas was found by authorities Saturday morning after a welfare check. It happened at the 
Mallard condo complex. Police say she may have been stabbed by her killer. She is being 
remembered as a person who loved life. Family members say Nicholas was the mother of two.  
Police say what happened was an isolated incident and that there is no danger to the general 
public 
 

March: 
 
3/04/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15 



“New Haven Phishing Scam” 
New haven police are warning you about a phishing scam.  A man in Westville nearly handed 
over his financial information after he got a call from a phone that appeared to be his mother's. 
The caller said his Mom had been in car accident and was demanding payment for damages.  He 
then called police from other phone who in turned checked on his mother who had not been in an 
accident.  
 

3/08/16: News 8 at 11pm - :20 
“Milford Trooper Guns Stolen” 
There is an AR-15 Assault rifle and a bullet proof vest missing from the cruiser of a State Police 
Trooper. It was stolen out of the trooper's car overnight in Milford...in all a dozen vehicles were 
broken into. The cruiser at the time was parked at the trooper's home. The thieves found the keys 
to the trunk and the vault in which the gun was stored in a gym bag that was in the cruiser. The 
gun bag and ammunition was thrown onto a nearby lawn...the thieves got away in a stolen 
vehicle. That stolen vehicle is believed to be a 2015 green ford fusion which has the Vermont 
plate ... ghk-528. 
 

3/12/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15 
“Milford Drug Arrest” 
A New York man is facing charges here in Connecticut after being pulled over for speeding in 
Milford. It happened early this morning along I-95. But this story involves more than just speeding.  
State police noticed items associated with drug trafficking in the car of Reuben Abreu.  A K9 
searched the car and found four bricks of cocaine -- weighing about 9 pounds all together. They 
say that much cocaine is worth more than 250 thousand dollars. 

Consumer Issues: 
 
January:  
 
1/08/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15 
“Stackable Television” 
Another cool gadget from the Consumer electronics show...Samsung debuted a new kind of T-V 
that can be stacked like Legos. Once you stack them up, the screens combine to form one big 
unit. You can't even see the lines between displays. They can be stacked up to make a screen 
more than seven feet wide. 
 

1/13/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15 
“Walmart Griddle Recall” 
Walmart is recalling some Rival brand griddles. The heating element can crack and water can get 
inside. That poses a shock hazard when the griddle is plugged in. This recall involves Rival brand 
electric griddles with model number XJ14207. They were sold in Walmart stores and on the 
store's website from last July to last December. If you have one bring it back to Walmart for a full 
refund. For more information about the recall log on to www.wtnh.com  

 
1/19/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15 
“Trader Joe’s Recalls Cashews” 
We've got your back with a recall to tell you about this midday. Trader Joe's is recalling its store-
brand raw cashew pieces. There's a concern about possible Salmonella contamination. The 
product was sold in more than two dozen states including Connecticut. If you have the cashew 
pieces throw them away or bring them to any store for a full refund. The company says there are 
no reports of anyone getting sick-the call the recall simply a pre-caution. 
       

February: 

http://www.wtnh.com/


 
2/02/16: Good Morning CT - :15 
“Consumer Spending” 
Despite the holidays, consumers kept their spending flat in December. Instead, consumers 
boosted their savings to the highest level since December 2012.  Income also got a little boost to 
three-tenths of a percent, which matched November's gain. The higher income and flat spending 
in December pushed the savings rate higher. Experts say these numbers emphasize how 
cautious consumers were feeling at the end of the year. 
 

2/18/16: News 8 at 5pm - :15 
“CT Food Waste” 
A new push to deal with food waste in the United States. Senator Richard Blumenthal says "sell 
by" dates on many products you see in the store are confusing. That means consumers can 
throw away billions of dollars of food which is still actually good to eat. The senator says there 
should be a national and uniform sell-by date system. Shoppers with whom we spoke say the 
sell-by date -- is certainly important. Senator Blumenthal says not only does the food being 
prematurely thrown out leads to waste -- but it clogs local dumps as well. 
 

2/23/16: News 8 at 6pm - :15 
“Mars Candy Recall” 
Millions of Mars Snickers & Milky Way chocolate bars are being recalled. The chocolate maker 
recalling candy from 55 different countries because some might contain plastic. No chocolate 
produced here in the U.S. falls under the recall. The concern is with bars that were produced in 
the Netherlands. And have a best before date between June and October of 2016.   

2/24/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15 
“Citibank Customer Refunds” 
Citi-bank has been ordered to pay up 'big time'-in a settlement over illegal debt sales and 
collection practices. The bank will have to pay to the tune of 14 million dollars - 11 million in 
refunds to consumers-and the other 3 million as a penalty.  According to the consumer financial 
protection bureau Citibank broke the rules. It sold credit card debt with inflated interest rates and 
it failed to forward consumer payments to debt buyers in a timely manner. 
 

March: 
 
3/06/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15 
“Chicken Nugget Recall” 
Perdue foods is recalling more than 45-hundred pounds of chicken nugget products because they 
could be contaminated with plastic materials. The products in questions are the 8-ounce boxes of 
Applegate Naturals Chicken Nuggets.  They were packaged on September 28th of last year. 
They have a best before date of September 27th of this year and have the number "p-2-6-1-7" on 
the packaging. If you have these items in your fridge -- you should throw them out or return them 
for a refund.  
  

3/10/16: Good Morning CT - :15 
“Cost of Prom” 
The average cost in 2015 for everything - the proposal, the outfits, limos, tickets, flowers, pictures 
and events before and after the dance was more than 900 dollars. Here's some tips. Sit down 
and craft a budget. Determine which costs the teens will be responsible for - and which ones 
parents will handle. Teens can also cut down on costs by splitting a limo with friends - and taking 
their own prom photos. And when you do go to prom - don't forget to send us photos through 
'report it' at www.wtnh.com.  
 

3/14/16: News 8 @ 12pm - :15 

http://www.wtnh.com/


“Nissan Brake Recall” 
Nissan is recalling more than 47-thousand electric 'leafs'- in the U.S. And Canada over potential 
brake problems. The national highway traffic safety administration says cold weather can cause a 
relay in the 'brake booster' to fail. The brakes still work, but they are harder to use. Nissan will let 
'leaf' owners know if they need the repair. The recall includes leafs from model years 2013 
through 2015. 

 
 

Government, Economy, & Law 
 
January: 
 
1/07/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15 
“Death Penalty Hearing” 
The state is taking another look at the death penalty. Connecticut's high court is reconsidering 
whether a 2012 law repealing the death penalty should apply to inmates already on death row. 
Today they heard arguments in the case of Russell Peeler Jr. He was convicted of ordering a hit 
on a woman and her 8 year-old son. Attorneys for the state argue the ban on executions should 
not apply to Peeler or to the 10 other death row convicts. 

 
1/08/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15 
“United Airlines Fine” 
The federal government is ordering United Airlines to shell out 2.7 million dollars in fines. The 
airline is being slapped with the penalty for violating two rules - one aimed at protecting disabled 
passengers and the other for failing to prevent long delays on the tarmac The DOT says United 
had a number of complaints for failing to help people in wheelchairs get on-and-off of planes in a 
timely manner. 
 

1/27/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15 
“Federal Reserve” 
A lot of anxious investors waiting for a statement from the Federal Reserve today. Since the fed 
increase8 interest rates back in mid-December a lot has change on the international financial 
picture. There's been a sell off on world markets, China's economy has slowed-and oil prices 
have tumbled. The financial markets have taken already taken a big hit in 2016. We might learn 
today if the fed plans to change its plans to raise interest rates any further 'this year. 
 

February: 
 
2/11/16: Good Morning CT - :15 
“Malloy Budget Tour” 
Governor Malloy begins his first in a series of statewide town meetings. On the agenda - the 
budget cuts and what he calls a new economic reality. The governor gave us an exclusive 
preview of the message he wants to send out. He says spending has to be cut by a half billion 
dollars this year-and it may need to be double that amount next year. Malloy also says the slow 
growth economy after the great recession means this is a reality that state lawmakers have to 
face. His first stop is Stamford tonight and another meeting is set for Middletown next week. 
 

2/23/16: Good Morning CT - :15 
“Anti-Discrimination Laws” 
Governor Malloy has submitted a new bill updating anti-discrimination laws at the Connecticut 
Military Department. State law only protects people on the basis of race, religion, and creed. The 
bill would expand protections to include national origin, color, sexual orientation, gender and its 



expression. The governor says it would protect anyone who wants to serve - regardless of 
background or beliefs. 
 

2/28/16: Good Morning CT Wknd - :15 
“Control Long Island Sound” 
A battle over who controls water in the Long Island and Connecticut fisherman are stuck in the 
middle. A congressman from New York is pushing to shift about 150 square miles of federal 
waters in Long Island sound to the control of New York and Rhode Island.  Right now, it's mostly 
under federal control. Connecticut officials and fishermen have opposed the proposed law. 
 

2/29/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15 
“Gun Loopholes Hearing” 
The U-S Supreme Court is scheduled to hear an important case involving guns and whether or 
not convicted domestic abusers should be banned from possessing firearms. Connecticut's two 
U-S Senators-Richard Blumenthal and Chris Murphy- are behind a push to close a loophole in the 
current law. It only bans gun ownership for people bound by permanent restraining orders. 
 

March: 
 
3/07/16: Good Morning CT - :15 
“Blumenthal Airline Seats Standards” 
Airline seats have become smaller and smaller over the years. Now Senator Blumenthal is calling 
for a minimum standard today. A current average seat width is 16 and a half inches and 31 
inches for leg room.  Right now- there isn't a limit on how small seats or legroom can get on 
planes. Medical experts have also raised concerns regarding increased risk for blood clots and 
other health issues due to lack of adequate leg room. Blumenthal will be at the Sheraton at 
Bradley airport today to ask the FAA to adopt minimum seat space standards. 
 

3/16/16: News 8 at 11pm - :15 
“No Interest Rate Hike” 
Some big money news tonight. The Federal Reserve has decided to leave key interest rates 
alone at least for now. That announcement from Fed chair Janet Yellen today. The fed is worried 
about the possibility of slowing the rebounding economy. In December, the fed raised interest 
rates for the first time in almost a decade. Experts have been predicting two hikes a year. 

 
3/21/16: News 8 at 12pm - :15 
“Medical Marijuana Law” 
A state committee is scheduled to vote on a bill-that would allow children to use medical 
marijuana. It would allow patients under the age of 18 to use medical marijuana 'with permission' 
from a parent or guardian. They would also have to meet certain requirements. Right now, 
patients must be at least 18 years old. Connecticut legalized the use of medical marijuana back in 
2012. 
 


