
Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by Station KBIA, 
Columbia, Missouri along with the most significant programming treatment of those 
issues for the period April, 2022 through June, 2022.  The listing is by no means 
exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or 
significance.

1.  “Scientists take to the sewers to track down worrisome coronavirus variants”
Local In-Depth Health Coverage
May 25, 2022
Aired at 4:44pm
3:59
Offshoots of the Omicron coronavirus variant have driven a spike in cases in the 
U.S. Some scientists believe clues to how these subvariants emerge lie in 
wastewater, and tracking them down could help prevent the next dangerous strain 
of the virus. Marc Johnson, a professor of molecular microbiology and 
immunology at the University of Missouri is one of the researchers leading the 
hunt for bizarre mutations of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID. His lab 
gets more than a hundred wastewater samples each week from places as far afield 
as California and New York.

2. “Missouri lags behind other states as it tries to cut backlog in Medicaid applications”
Local In-Depth Health coverage

 April 20, 2022
Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered 
3:59
When Missouri eventually implemented Medicaid expansion in October 2021, it 
opened the public health insurance program to most Missourians making 138 
percent of the federal poverty level or less — around 18,800 dollars a year. As of 
February, it was taking the state Department of Social Services 119 days on 
average to process applications. That average has dropped to 81 days in recent 
weeks, which is still nearly double the federal requirement of 45 days.

3. “What the leaked draft Supreme Court opinion on Roe v. Wade means for Missouri”
Local In-Depth Reporting 
May 4, 2022
Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered
3:59
The leaked Supreme court opinion in the Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health 
Organization published Monday night would overturn Roe v. Wade and nearly 50 
years of legal precedent. While the draft is not final, if — as it suggests — a 
majority of justices support overturning Roe, that has major implications for states 
looking to ban abortion, including Missouri. University of Missouri Law School 
professor Rigel Oliveri joined the Health & Wealth Desk to discuss some of the 
opinion’s potential consequences.



4. “Voices from Friday’s Abortion Ban Protest: ‘I’m already now a second-class citizen – 
am I going to lose more?”

Local News Coverage
June 27, 2022
Aired at 12:00pm
3:59
On Friday, the United States Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade and 
Missouri became the first state in the county to intact it’s trigger law, which 
outlaws abortion in all cases except when the pregnant person’s life is in danger. 
Just hours later, more than a hundred people gathered at the Boone County 
Courthouse for a somewhat informal protest – to be together, to grieve, to share 
their own experiences with abortion and talk about what steps people could take 
next. Here are just a few of the voices of those who gathered on Friday.

5. “Missouri’s COVID-19 response rated worst in its region”
Local Health coverage
June 29, 2022
Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered
3:59
Missouri’s COVID response was the worst in the region, across multiple metrics, 
including hospital usage. That’s according to the Commonwealth Fund, a national 
health-focused private foundation. Its 2022 Scorecard on State Health System 
performance also ranked Missouri last among neighboring states in other areas 
including health care access and affordability, avoidable hospital use, and income 
disparity. David Radley is a senior scientist with the fund and joined the Health & 
Wealth desk to explain the state’s low ranking.


