
 
 
 

WJOX-AM 
QUARTERLY ISSUES PROGRAMS REPORT 

 
January-March 2012 

 
1. Legal analysis of the state immigration law 
2. Legislation to help solve the Jefferson County financial issues 
3. The 2012 congressional election for Alabama’s Sixth District 
4. The 2012 presidential election 
5. Tuscaloosa tornado recovery 
6. Alabaster child sexual abuse case 
7. The Jefferson County occupational tax 
8. State budget cuts 
9. Charter schools 
10. Legislation to repeal the immigration law 
11. Legislation regulating the brewing industry 
12. Public Corruption trial 
13. Jobs bills before the state legislature 
14. Jefferson County bankruptcy 
15. Election analysis 
16. New Birmingham baseball stadium development 
17. Domestic abuse awareness 
18. Local tie-in to the Afghanistan shootings and Sgt. Robert Bales 

 
The attached list describes programs aired on WJOX-AM that address the above issues.



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Review of major state and local legal issues in 2011 
 
Date Aired:  1/1/2011 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Attorney Jay St. Clair of Littler Mendelson discusses a number of state and local legal issues that affected listeners 
in 2011. The discussion focused primarily on Alabama’s new illegal immigration law, HB56, how it should and 
shouldn’t affect immigrants both legal and illegal, and the chances that any or all of the law will eventually be 
thrown out by the courts. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  State legislation (immigration law, Jefferson Co. issues), elections 
 
Date Aired:  1/8/2011 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
State Senator Scott Beason (R-Gardendale), the controversial sponsor of Alabama’s new illegal immigration law, 
talks about efforts to potentially repeal or revise the law in the upcoming session of the state legislature. Also 
discussed, what the legislature can do about the ongoing Jefferson County financial crisis. Beason also discusses a 
potential run against incumbent Congressman Spencer Bachus of the 6th District, and provides analysis on the first 
votes of the 2012 Republican Presidential Primary. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Tuscaloosa tornado recovery, child sexual abuse 
 
Date Aired:  1/15/2011 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Tuscaloosa Mayor Walt Maddox discusses where his city is in its recovery process from the April 27, 2011 tornado 
that killed 50 in Tuscaloosa. Maddox also talks about the positive affect of the University of Alabama football 
team’s national championship on the citizens of Tuscaloosa. Former Shelby County Schools Superintendent Norma 
Rogers discusses her effort to have Daniel Acker Jr. of Alabaster fired after sexual abuse charges surfaced in 1991. 
Rogers’s recommendation was rejected, and Acker remained a teacher. He was recently arrested on more charges, 
and has confessed to multiple incidents of sexual abuse. Allison, a victim of and advocate against child sexual 
abuse, worked the 1991 case, and discusses her involvement and lessons that should be learned going forward. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Jefferson County occupational tax, child sexual abuse 
 
Date Aired:  1/22/2011 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Jefferson County Commission President David Carrington discusses the commission’s unanimous decision to seek a 
restatement of the county’s occupational tax. Two previous occupational taxes were struck down by court rulings. 
Carrington and the commission believe the tax is a necessary source of revenue in the face of a $40 million general 
fund budget shortfall. Jason Lee, founder of the site 30is30.org and victim of imprisoned child molester Don Corley, 
discusses his efforts to ensure that Corley is not considered for release on his upcoming parole date of Jan. 31. Lee 
also discusses the recent molestation case in Alabaster. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Child sexual abuse 
 
Date Aired:  1/29/2011 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Child sex abuse awareness advocate Allison Black Cornelius discusses her involvement in the case surrounding 
former teacher Daniel Acker of Alabaster. Cornelius represented Acker’s accuser when charges were initially 
brought many years ago, and she shares her thoughts now that Acker has confessed to many instances of sexual 
abuse. Cornelius also shares insight on child sex abuse cases generally, mainly focusing on the Jerry Sandusky case 
at Penn State University. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Economic effects of Alabama Immigration Law, Heart Disease Awareness 
 
Date Aired:  2/5/2011 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Economist Dr. Samuel Addy of the University of Alabama discusses his recent study that finds Alabama’s illegal 
immigration law could cost the state’s economy billions of dollars, due to decreased demand as illegal residents 
leave. Dr. James Trimm and representatives from the American Heart Association discuss American Heart Month 
and awareness of heart disease in women. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  State issues, including budget cuts, immigration and education 
 
Date Aired:  2/12/2011 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Governor Robert Bentley discusses his recent State of the State Speech and plans he outlined therein, including 
potential budget cuts and his plan to bring charter schools to the state on a limited basis. He also shares his 
thoughts on Alabama’s immigration law, affirming his support of the law in the face of continued opposition. State 
Rep. Patricia Todd discusses the first week of the new legislative session, and her efforts as the author and sponsor 
of a bill that would completely repeal the immigration law. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Current legislation regulating the brewing industry 
 
Date Aired:  2/19/2011 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Stuart Carter of the Free The Hops organization discussing pending legislation before Alabama lawmakers to 
further deregulate the alcohol content in beer. After successfully seeing bills aimed at helping the local brewing 
industry pass in 2009 and 2011, Free The Hops hopes to pass the Gourmet Bottle Bill, which seeks to raise the 
maximum package size allowed for the sale of beer (from 16 ounces to at least 22 ounces/750 mL). 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Public corruption trial, 6th Congressional District race 
 
Date Aired:  2/26/2011 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Representative John Rogers (D-Birmingham) and Senator Scott Beason (R-Gardendale) discuss various issues 
involving state and local politics, including the ongoing public corruption trial and Sen. Beason’s role in that trial as 
a potential federal witness. Rep. Rogers also affirmed support for Beason wearing a wire in assistance with law 
enforcement as they tried to uncover the corruption. Penny Bailey, a Democratic candidate for the 6th 
Congressional District discusses term limits, political influence by lobbyists and views on various issues affecting 
District 6. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Jobs legislation, Jefferson County sewer bankruptcy 
 
Date Aired:  3/4/2011 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Speaker of the State House of Representatives Mike Hubbard (R-Auburn) discusses ongoing issues in the Alabama 
legislature, including a number of the jobs bills currently being discussed. He also speaks to the ongoing attempts 
to revise Alabama’s illegal immigration law. Jefferson County Commission President David Carrington discusses his 
desire for more transparency in government and the ongoing Jefferson County sewer bankruptcy. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  State budget battles, severe weather coverage on local television 
 
Date Aired:  3/11/2011 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
State Representatives Patricia Todd (D-Birmingham) and Paul Demarco (R-Homewood) discuss the upcoming 
budget battle in the state legislature over whether to use money from the education trust fund to make up for 
shortfall in the general fund. ABC 33/40 Chief Meteorologist James Spann talks about his decision-making process 
with regard to interrupting regular television programming during severe weather scenarios. Spann received some 
criticism from some residents of Chilton County when he did not sign on despite a tornado warning covering a 
small portion of the county. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Local election analysis, new baseball stadium in Birmingham 
 
Date Aired:  3/18/2011 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Weld for Birmingham journalist Kyle Whitmire discusses and analyzes the results of the week’s elections, from the 
state’s presidential primary down to local races such as the state Supreme Court Chief Justice, the 6th 
Congressional District and the Public Service Commission president. They also talk about the baseball stadium 
currently being developed in downtown Birmingham, and it’s projected effects on the local economy. 
 
 
 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Domestic abuse awareness, Afghanistan shooting 
 
Date Aired:  3/25/2011 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Safehouse of Shelby County’s Kathy Wells discusses her ongoing mission to bring awareness to the issue of 
domestic violence. She discusses Safehouse’s upcoming golf tournament fundraiser, along with a number of the 
pertinent issues currently surrounding domestic violence. Birmingham resident and Army Spc. Mitchell Howton 
discusses his experience serving with Staff Sgt. Robert Bales in Afghanistan. Bales is the man currently suspected of 
killing 16 Afghanis after leaving his base in the middle of the night. 


