
 
 
 

WJOX-AM 
QUARTERLY ISSUES PROGRAMS REPORT 

 
October-December 2012 

 
1. Pros and cons of the Alabama Beverage Control board 
2. End of daily print delivery of the Birmingham News 
3. Forever Wild program 
4. Local teacher wins award 
5. Fire prevention safety 
6. Constitutional amendment on government bonds 
7. Economic impact of the election 
8. Jefferson County election fallout 
9. Medical marijuana 
10. Jefferson County indigent care 
11. Pearl Harbor anniversary 
12. Mystery Jefferson County slush fund 
13. Connecticut school shooting 

 
The attached list describes programs aired on WJOX-AM that address the above issues.



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Alabama Beverage Control; Birmingham News daily delivery ends 
 
Date Aired:  10/7/2012 
 
Time Aired:  7:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Alabama Beverage Control board administrator Mac Gipson discusses recent proposals by a state legislator to 
dismantle the board and leave regulation of alcoholic beverages up to private enterprise and the free market. 
Gipson speaks specifically to the cost of running the ABC board versus tax dollars that would be saved by ending it. 
Alabama Media Group content director Kevin Wendt discusses the end of daily print circulation of the Birmingham 
News. AMG is cutting costs by ending daily delivery and focusing more on their online content. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Forever Wild program 
 
Date Aired:  10/14/2012 
 
Time Aired:  7:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
State Senator Scott Beason, a proponent of the Forever Wild program, discusses the state program to buy land for 
public use in hunting and other outdoor activities. Voters will decide in November whether to renew the program 
for another 20 years. While the program is generally considered successful and beneficial to the state, some 
question whether or not it’s worth it considering Alabama’s fiscal problems. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Local teacher wins award; fire prevention safety 
 
Date Aired:  10/21/2012 
 
Time Aired:  7:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Calera High School teacher Brian Copes discusses his recent recognition by People magazine as Teacher of the 
Year. Copes was given the award after his pre-engineering class developed prosthetics – largely from old car parts 
– for impoverished people in Central America. Lt. Emanuel Powell and Capt. Tyrone Fornest of the Birmingham Fire 
Department discuss Fire Prevention Safety, which is being promoted in the city this month. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Illegal immigration; indigent care 
 
Date Aired:  10/28/2012 
 
Time Aired:  7:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Immigrant journalist Jose Antonio Vargas discusses an upcoming forum at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham in which he will participate. Vargas is an admitted undocumented immigrant, and he worries that 
despite his accomplishments, there is no viable legal path for him to gain American citizenship. Kyle Whitmire of 
the Birmingham News talks about on going Cooper Green Mercy Hospital indigent care saga and the visit this week 
from Rev. Al Sharpton to protest the ending of inpatient care. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Constitutional amendment on government bonds 
 
Date Aired:  11/4/2012 
 
Time Aired:  7:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Alabama Secretary of Commerce Greg Canfield discusses his support for Amendment 2, to be voted on in the 
upcoming election. If passed by the citizens of the state, Amendment 2 would give the state government the ability 
to issue bonds against their current $750 million limit, as long as those bonds and the outstanding principle don’t 
exceed the total limit. Currently the state can’t issue bonds if there is any outstanding principle at all. Proponents 
like Canfield believe the amendment is necessary to keep Alabama competitive with neighboring states in 
attracting businesses. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Economic impact of the election; Jefferson County election fallout 
 
Date Aired:  11/11/2012 
 
Time Aired:  7:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Financial planner Greg Powell of Fi-Plan Partners discusses the immediate economic impact of the election, and 
what it means for listeners’ investments in both long-term and short-term planning, especially considering that the 
Affordable Care Act is here to stay. Kyle Whitmire of the Alabama Media Group discusses fallout from the election, 
particularly the news that all Republican judges in Jefferson County were kicked out of office, and what that means 
for citizens of the county.  



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Medical marijuana; election analysis 
 
Date Aired:  11/18/2012 
 
Time Aired:  7:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Democratic State Representative Patricia Todd discusses an upcoming meeting on House Bill 2, which would 
legalize marijuana in the state of Alabama for medicinal purposes. Todd is an advocate for the cause, and she 
discusses the potential benefits and drawbacks. The issue carries special importance after two states legalized 
marijuana for recreational purposes on Election Day. As a female and openly gay legislator, Todd also discusses the 
election and how Republicans might benefit from softening their stance on various social issues. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Jefferson County indigent care 
 
Date Aired:  11/25/2012 
 
Time Aired:  7:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Birmingham News columnist John Archibald discusses the ongoing controversy surrounding Cooper Green Mercy 
Hospital and its role as the provider of indigent care for Jefferson County. Some local lawmakers want the hospital 
under the control of a Health Care Authority, and Archibald discusses the pros and cons of that idea. Jefferson 
County Commission President David Carrington discusses his thoughts on a Health Care Authority, and his plan to 
shift inpatient indigent care to other local hospitals. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Homestead exemption bill; personal firearms bill 
 
Date Aired:  12/2/2012 
 
Time Aired:  7:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
State Representative John Merrill (R-Tuscaloosa) discusses HB 120, a bill passed in the previous legislative session 
that made changes to Homestead exemption laws. The bill largely flew under the radar, and only recently has it 
come to light that many elderly and disabled citizens will be losing their exemption as an unintended consequence. 
Merrill pledges that the legislature plans to reconsider the bill and make fixes in the upcoming session. Attorney 
Jay St. Clair discusses another bill set to be considered in the upcoming session concerning the rights of employees 
to carry concealed weapons to their place of employment. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Pearl Harbor anniversary 
 
Date Aired:  12/9/2012 
 
Time Aired:  7:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Three local residents discuss their memories of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor that began the United States’ 
involvement in World War II. Two of them, Joyce and Barbara, were both children living in Hawaii at the time of 
the attacks, and their recall the events of that day and the response of citizens in the aftermath. The other, Colt, 
shares stories of his grandfather, who was stationed on one of the ships operating out of Pearl Harbor itself. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Mystery Jefferson County slush fund 
 
Date Aired:  12/16/2012 
 
Time Aired:  7:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
State Representatives Patricia Todd (D-Birmingham) and Paul DeMarco (R-Birmingham) discuss a mystery slush 
fund used by the Jefferson County delegation to fund an office job in Birmingham. Todd and DeMarco discovered 
the fund in an audit, and they talk about the process of uncovering it and what they hope to find out it was used 
for. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Connecticut school shooting 
 
Date Aired:  12/23/2012 
 
Time Aired:  7:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Representatives from local gun seller Hoover Tactical Firearms discuss the recent shootings at a school in 
Newtown, Conn., and the efforts their business makes to educate and inform customers and citizens on gun safety 
and proper usage. Clinical psychologist Dr. Josh Klapow talks about the potential effects on children, and how 
parents should discuss the shooting with them. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJOX-AM 
 
Issue Addressed:  Local teacher wins award; fire prevention safety 
 
Date Aired:  12/30/2012 
 
Time Aired:  7:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Calera High School teacher Brian Copes discusses his recent recognition by People magazine as Teacher of the 
Year. Copes was given the award after his pre-engineering class developed prosthetics – largely from old car parts 
– for impoverished people in Central America. Lt. Emanuel Powell and Capt. Tyrone Fornest of the Birmingham Fire 
Department discuss Fire Prevention Safety, which is being promoted in the city this month. 
 


