
1st Quarter 2015 

KAPA FM 

- One-minute newscasts air at 6:20 a.m., 6:50 a.m., 7:20 a.m., 7:50 a.m., 8:20 a.m., 10:50 a.m., 

11:50 a.m., 3:50 p.m., and 4:50 p.m. 

- Kokua Calendar – One minute in length, rotates with two PSA’s running in each segment. Runs 

at various times of the day from Midnight – Midnight 

- February 20 – Conducted a podcast interview with staff and students from the Hawaii Academy 

of Arts and Sciences regarding their Hope for HAAS Social Media Campaign and the protective 

barriers created to protect electric poles from the lava flow in Pahoa 

- March 13th – Interviewed Barney Sheffield of the American Red Cross Hawaii State Chapter to 

talk about its “Hats Off” Fundraising event 

- March 21st – Held the annual “KAPA Slippah Drive” islandwide, where residents could donate 

slippers for kids who need them on the island. 

- March 23rd – Interviewed Hiinae Miller to talk about “The Brave: Throwdown,” a functional 

fitness challenge taking place in April. 

 

KBIG FM 

- One-minute newscasts air at 5:50 a.m., 6:50 a.m., 7:50 a.m., 8:50 a.m., 4:50 p.m., and 5:50 p.m. 

- Kokua Calendar – One minute in length, rotates with two PSA’s running in each segment. Runs 

at various times of the day from Midnight- Midnight 

- February 20 – Conducted a podcast interview with staff and students from the Hawaii Academy 

of Arts and Sciences regarding their Hope for HAAS Social Media Campaign and the protective 

barriers created to protect electric poles from the lava flow in Pahoa 

- March 13th – Interviewed Barney Sheffield of the American Red Cross Hawaii State Chapter to 

talk about its “Hats Off” Fundraising event 

- March 23rd – Interviewed Hiinae Miller to talk about “The Brave: Throwdown,” a functional 

fitness challenge taking place in April. 

 

NATIVE FM 

- One-minute newscasts air at 6:50 a.m. 

- Kokua Calendar – One minute in length, rotates with two PSA’s running in each segment. Runs 

at various times of the day from Midnight-Midnight 

- Athlete of the Week – Airs Twice a day M-F 

- February 20 – Conducted a podcast interview with staff and students from the Hawaii Academy 

of Arts and Sciences regarding their Hope for HAAS Social Media Campaign and the protective 

barriers created to protect electric poles from the lava flow in Pahoa 

- March 13th – Interviewed Barney Sheffield of the American Red Cross Hawaii State Chapter to 

talk about its “Hats Off” Fundraising event 

- March 23rd – Interviewed Hiinae Miller to talk about “The Brave: Throwdown,” a functional 

fitness challenge taking place in April. 

 



ESPN Radio Big Island 

- Kokua Calendar – One minute in length, rotates with two PSA’s running in each segment. Runs 

at various times of the day from Midnight – Midnight. 

- January 9 – Aired a High School Basketball game between Kealakehe and Pahoa 

- January 16th – Aired a High School Girls Basketball game between Honokaa and Kamehameha-

Hawaii 

- January 17th – Aired a High School Basketball game between Hilo and Waiakea 

- January 21st – Aired a Girls High School Basketball game between Kamehameha-Hawaii and 

Waiakea 

- January 23rd – Aired a High School Basketball Game between Honokaa and Konawaena 

- Janiary 27th – Aired a High School Basketball Game between Hawaii Preparatory Academy and 

Pahoa 

- February 20 – Conducted a podcast interview with staff and students from the Hawaii Academy 

of Arts and Sciences regarding their Hope for HAAS Social Media Campaign and the protective 

barriers created to protect electric poles from the lava flow in Pahoa 

- February 20 – Aired High School Basketball Doubleheader – League Division I semifinal games 

- February 21 – Aired High School Basketball Doubleheader – League championship games 

- March 13th – Interviewed Barney Sheffield of the American Red Cross Hawaii State Chapter to 

talk about its “Hats Off” Fundraising event 

- March 17 – Broadcast High School baseball game between Honokaa and Hilo 

- March 20 – Broadcast High School Baseball game between Kamehameha-Hawaii and Waiakea 

- March 23rd – Interviewed Hiinae Miller to talk about “The Brave: Throwdown,” a functional 

fitness challenge taking place in April. 

 

-  

Department of Parks and Recreation Receives 

$50,000 State Grant to Control Little Fire Ants 

The County of Hawai‘i Department of Parks and Recreation has received a $50,000 

grant from the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority to control little fire ants at specific park sites. 

The Department of Parks and Recreation is one of four Hawai‘i Island organizations 

selected by the HTA for a grant award under its 2015 Natural Resources Program. 

Funding will be used to pay the Department’s three-person team of little fire ant control 

technicians, purchase bait and subsidize other expenses related to the ongoing 

treatment program. 

To meet the grant terms of improving both the visitor experience and resident 

enjoyment of Hawai‘i’s natural resources, treatment efforts will be conducted at 

Richardson Ocean Park, Lili‘uokalani Gardens and the Pana‘ewa Rainforest Zoo and 



Gardens through December 2015. The free sites are popular with visitors and residents. 

Little fire ants are considered to be one of the world’s worst invasive species. They 

inflict painful stings that can cause welts in humans and blind animals. 

The Department of Parks and Recreation thanks the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority and the 

Hawai‘i Community Foundation, which administers the grant program, for supporting its 

efforts to control little fire ants in the public’s parks. Treatment efforts are ongoing at 28 

County recreational sites and facilities found to have the highest concentrations of little 

fire ants. 

 

 

 

2015 Auto Body Hawaii High School Senior & Teacher Essay 

 

Contest 

 

Kailua Kona, HI, January 28, 2015 — 

Auto Body Hawaii is announcing their 4 

 

th annual Essay Contest for High School 

 

Seniors & All Grade Level Teachers. 

Auto Body Hawaii will provide West Hawaii’s graduating High School Seniors the 

opportunity to showcase their writing skills for the chance to win $500. 

Auto Body Hawaii will also award $500, as well as a gift certificate for a Super Wash 

Detailing Service; to the winning teacher. Teachers often choose to spend their 

own money to buy additional supplies for classes need; Auto Body Hawaii would like 

to help. 

Here is 2015’s essay theme: 

“If you had the opportunity to bring any person — past or present, 

fictional or nonfictional — to your hometown, who would you bring 

and why? Tell us what you would share with that person.” 



Contest deadline is April 30th 2015. For a list of invited participating schools 

& contest rules please visit: www.autobodyhawaii.com 

 

 

NEW MAUKA-MAKAI CONNECTOR ROAD DEDICATED TO EASE KONA TRAFFIC 
 

A blessing and dedication ceremony was held today for Kona’s La‘aloa Avenue extension project, which 

creates another critically needed mauka-makai connector road to improve traffic circulation and public 

safety. 

 

The 1,900-foot extension, complete with sidewalks and bicycle lanes for safe multi-modal travel, connects 

Ali‘i Drive with Kuakini Highway mauka. The La‘aloa Avenue extension will ease congestion in the region, 

aid in emergency evacuations, and allow motorists to reach their destinations safely and efficiently while 

maintaining the ambience of scenic Ali‘i Drive. The project has been one of the top priorities of the Kona 

Community Development Plan. 

 

“The Kona community has been asking for more mauka-makai connectors for many years, and we want 

to thank the many people who worked hard to make this project a reality,” said Mayor Billy Kenoi. “More 

efficient traffic flow means our residents can spend less time on the road, and more time with their 

families.” 

 

The project extends La‘aloa Avenue to Kuakini Highway, and makes improvements at the Kuakini 

Highway and La‘aloa intersection that include a new traffic signal as well as acceleration, deceleration 

and turn lanes. The project also includes improvements to the makai portion of La‘aloa through the White 

Sands Beach Estates and Ali‘i Heights subdivisions. Total cost of the project was $12.24 million, and 

the contractor was Isemoto Contracting Company Ltd. 

 

The La‘aloa project is part of a larger push by the Kenoi administration for an array of traffic 

improvements in West Hawai‘i, including major improvements to Ka‘iminani Drive; construction of the 

Māmalahoa Highway Bypass to ease the flow of traffic in and out of South Kona; and construction of the 

Ane Keohokālole Highway in North Kona. 

 

The Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) will be holding Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 

informational workshops on the Big Island at the following dates and locations.  

Tuesday, Feb. 24, 2015  

8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

Keaukaha Elementary School  

240 Desha Avenue, Hilo, HI 96720 

Workshop Flyer 

Location Map  

 

Friday, Feb. 27, 2015  

8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

Kahakai Elementary School  

76-147 Royal Poinciana Drive, Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 

Workshop Flyer 

Location Map 

http://www.autobodyhawaii.com/
http://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/files/2013/01/SRTS-Workshop-Keaukaha-Flyer-2015-2-24.pdf
http://goo.gl/maps/Y5RSx
http://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/files/2013/01/SRTS-Workshop-Kahakai-Flyer-2015-2-27.pdf
http://goo.gl/maps/zP5qR


 

 

Community leaders, school officials, health and transportation professionals, law enforcement officers, 

parents and neighbors who are interested in the implementation of SRTS strategies at all schools 

statewide are invited to participate.  These workshops are offered free of charge with lunch provided.    

 

To register, go to http://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/srts/ and click on the link under Upcoming Workshops, 

or contact Tara Lucas at 808-692-7696, or e-mail saferoutestoschool@hawaii.gov.  Workshop size is 

limited, so please register early.    

 

Communities around the country are using SRTS programs to make it more safe and appealing for 

children to walk and bicycle to school.  Federal legislation has recognized the value of SRTS programs 

and has provided funding for states to establish programs.    

 

SRTS programs grow from community’s concerns about safety, health and traffic.  A combination of 

engineering, education, encouragement, and enforcement strategies are used to address these concerns 

and make SRTS a reality.    

 

This workshop provides participants with the knowledge and skills to develop sound SRTS programs 

based on community needs and conditions, best practices and responsible use of resources.  The day 

concludes with participants learning how to develop an action plan.    

 

Below is an overview of the workshop agenda.  The materials covered will be similar to SRTS workshops 

HDOT held previously.   

 

•Why SRTS matters: safety, health and transportation issues  

•Engineering strategies  

•Education and encouragement strategies  

•Enforcement strategies  

•Field exercise: observation of school campus and surrounding area  

•Perspectives from local stakeholders  

•Pick-up and drop-off area strategies  

•Identifying problems and solutions  

•Creating an action plan for your community  

•SRTS federal program in Hawaii    

 

 

Lava Flow: Next Community Meeting Will Be Thursday, Jan. 22 

 

The next lava flow community update meeting will be held with representatives from Hawai‘i 

County Civil Defense and the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory on Thursday, January 22 at 6:30 p.m. 

at the Pāhoa High School Cafeteria. 

   

For the latest Civil Defense message, go to http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/active-alerts/. For more 

information, contact Hawai‘i County Civil Defense at (808) 935-0031. 

http://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/srts/
tel:(808)%20692-7696
mailto:saferoutestoschool@hawaii.gov
http://hawaiicountymayor.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c2f87dfdbd04ec9e5ac258ea6&id=b83da59fe4&e=eb3c61ab14
tel:(808)%20935-0031


 

SENATOR RUSSELL RUDERMAN INTRODUCES 
MULTIPLE BIG ISLAND SPECIFIC BILLS THIS LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

  
HONOLULU – Senator Russell Ruderman has introduced a number of bills this session to address 
Puna/Big Island's unique issues.  "These bills need your support,” said Senator Ruderman.  “Big Island 
endured serious damage from a tropical storm last year and faces uncertainty due to the impending lava 
flow.  Many of the bills I have introduced could help our district to be better prepared for disasters in the 
future.  I am also committed to focusing on food and agricultural sustainability this session."  
Several of the bills have already been scheduled for hearing. It is hoped that constituents in the Puna 
area begin tracking the bills on their individual Capitol webpage and submit testimony in support when a 
Bill is scheduled.  
Below is a list of bills that Senator Ruderman has introduced that relate to Puna and/or Big Island issues: 
SB319  
Conservation; Department of Land and Natural Resources; Sandalwood; Penalties; Fees 
RELATING TO SANDALWOOD. 
Prohibits the sale, export, and possession with intent to sell or export raw or unprocessed sandalwood 
timber, including whole or partial raw logs. Establishes penalties for the sale, export, or possession with 
the intent to sell or export raw or unprocessed sandalwood timber and establishes a violation as a 
misdemeanor. 
SB322  
Aquatic Life; Aquarium Permits; Fish; Sale of Aquatic Life for Aquarium Use Prohibited 
RELATING TO WILDLIFE. 
Criminalizes the sale of aquatic life for aquarium use and establishes the penalties for first and 
subsequent violations. Amends existing aquarium fish permit law to conform to the ban. Takes effect on 
1/1/2016. 
SB576  
Mobile Health Unit; Appropriation 
RELATING TO HEALTH. 
Appropriates a grant to the Bay Clinic, Inc., for a mobile health unit to service the Puna district due to the 
threat of inaccessibility from the lava flow. 
SB578  
Elections; Voting; Elections by Mail; Absentee Voting; Appropriation 
RELATING TO ELECTIONS. 
Enable the office of elections to implement elections by mail in any interested county, beginning with the 
2016 primary election. By 2018, requires all federal, state, and county primary, special primary, general, 
special general, and special elections to be conducted by mail. Enables absentee walk-in voting to 
continue prior to election day. Ensures limited polling sites in each county remain open on election day for 
absentee walk-in voting and to receive mail-in ballots. Appropriates funds for the implementation and 
administration of the election by mail program. 
SB580  
Puna Community Medical Center; Mobile Health Unit; Annex Medical Clinic; Emergency Appropriation ($) 
MAKING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION FOR THE PUNA COMMUNITY MEDICAL CENTER. 
Appropriates funds as an emergency appropriation to the Puna Community Medical Center for a mobile 
health unit to service the Puna district due to the threat of inaccessibility from the lava flow. 
SB586  
Rat Lungworm Disease; Appropriation ($) 
RELATING TO THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII. 
Appropriates funds to the University of Hawaii at Hilo for programs and studies related to rat lung worm 
disease. 
SB589  
Property Insurance; Hawaii Property Insurance Association; Renewal 
RELATING TO INSURANCE. 
Requires the renewal of property insurance, but permits insurers to deny renewal for nonpayment of an 
undisputed premium by a policyholder. 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=319&year=2015
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=322&year=2015
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=576&year=2015
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=578&year=2015
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=580&year=2015
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=586&year=2015
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=589&year=2015


SB591  
Invasive Species; Albizia Trees; Appropriation ($) 
RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT. 
Makes an appropriation to the Hawaii invasive species council for the coordinated management of albizia 
trees on Hawaii island and throughout the State. 
SB594  
Coffee; Labeling; Geographic or Regional Origins; Percentage of Content Requirement; Hawaii-grown 
Coffee 
RELATING TO COFFEE. 
Requires a specific listing of the geographic origins of various Hawaii-grown coffees and the geographic 
or regional origins of the various coffees not grown in Hawaii that are included in a coffee blend to be 
listed on the front panel of a label. Increases the minimum percentage requirement for coffee blends to 
use geographic origin in labeling or advertising to 80 per cent coffee by weight from that geographic 
origin. Effective January 1, 2016. 
SB597  
Emergencies and Disasters; Postponed Elections; Distribution of Voting Results 
RELATING TO ELECTIONS. 
Requires the chief election officer or county clerk to exercise existing powers to postpone an election in 
affected precincts when the right to vote is substantially impaired due to an emergency or natural 
disaster. Prohibits the distribution of results from any precinct, whether or not designated for 
postponement, until after the final closing of the polls for an election postponed due to an emergency or 
disaster. 
SB1013  
Hooulu Lahui; Appropriation; Grant ($) 
MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR A COMMUNITY CERTIFIED KITCHEN IN PUNA. 
Appropriates funds to Hooulu Lahui to complete construction of a community certified kitchen in lower 
Puna. 
SB1016  
Emergency Medical Services; Advanced Life Support Ambulance; Puna; Appropriation ($) 
RELATING TO HEALTH. 
Appropriates funds to establish an advanced life support ambulance to be based in Puna on the island of 
Hawaii, including the acquisition of a vehicle and equipment and personnel costs for state-certified 
emergency medical services personnel. 
SB1200  
Puna Small Boat Harbor; General Obligation Bonds; Appropriation ($) 
RELATING TO A SMALL BOAT HARBOR IN SOUTH PUNA. 
Authorizes the director of finance to issue general obligation bonds to finance the design and construction 
of a small boat harbor in South Puna. 
SB1257  
Airport; Appropriation ($) 
MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN AIRPORT IN PUNA. 
Appropriates funds for construction of a small airport in South Puna due to the threat of inaccessibility 
from lava flow. 
For assistance in submitting testimony online or for outer island residents who want to testify by video, 
contact the Public Access Room at: http://lrbhawaii.org/par/ 
A complete list of bills Introduced by Senator Ruderman can be found here: 
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/advreports/advreport.aspx?report=intro&year=2015&leg=Ruderman&rpt_ty
pe=first_pri 
All bills introduced this session here: http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/advreports/main.aspx 
 

 

GOVERNOR RELEASES $4 MILLION FOR WAIMEA DISTRICT/REGIONAL PARK 
  

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=591&year=2015
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=594&year=2015
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=597&year=2015
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1013&year=2015
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1016&year=2015
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1200&year=2015
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=1257&year=2015
http://lrbhawaii.org/par/
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/advreports/advreport.aspx?report=intro&year=2015&leg=Ruderman&rpt_type=first_pri
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/advreports/advreport.aspx?report=intro&year=2015&leg=Ruderman&rpt_type=first_pri
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/advreports/main.aspx


Honolulu – Sen. Lorraine Inouye (Hilo, Hamakua, Kohala, Waimea, Waikoloa, Kona) today announced 
Governor David Ige’s release of $4 million in general obligation bond funds appropriated by the 
Legislature to finance construction of various improvements to the Waimea District/ Regional Park. The 
administration notified stakeholders last month of the release of funds. 
  
With matching funds from the County of Hawaii, the monies will implement Phase 1 of the master-planned 
50-acre park that will offer diversified types of recreational activities including active play areas such as 
fields for soccer, baseball, and football, a community gymnasium, a multi-purpose community building, a 
multi-use walkway and trail system, and other passive recreational areas. 
  
The first phase is slated to cover 24 acres and includes work on a covered play court, multi-use 
community building, pavilion, two football/rugby/soccer fields, one youth baseball/softball field, and a 
multi-use walkway and trail. The second phase would add 26 acres and thus convert the facility to a 
regional park. 
  
“I’m pleased that the governor released the much-needed and long-overdue funding for plans, designs 
and construction for this valued recreational facility in West Hawaii,” said Inouye. “Once the work is 
completed, it will benefit our community members by filling a void in both indoor and outdoor athletic and 
recreational activities. Everyone is excited about it and we’re looking forward to thrilling sporting events in 
the future.” 
 

 

 

A Magical Evening to Support the Arts at Volcano Art Center 

 

“Abracadabra – The Magic of Art” Volcano Art Center’s 11 th annual fund-raising event is planned for 

Saturday, February 7 from 5-9pm. 

There will be a Silent and Live auction with a glittering array of fine art, jewelry, and wonderful gift 

certificates to restaurants, hotels, B &amp; B’s, tours and more to tempt even the most discriminating dreamer.  

This year a signature collaborative stained glass piece by Caren Lobel-Fried and Claudia McCall was 

designed especially for the event. Other artists include Marian Berger, Meg Barnaby, Harry Wishard, 

Brad Lewis, and many more. 

Volcano Art Center’s master chef, Conard Eyre, will cater this spectacular dinner feast. Her tantalizing 

menu consists of a wide array of Moroccan delicacies like lamb curry, pineapple raita and stuffed grape 

leaves. Other delicious items include gourmet cheeses, breads, salads, and wild Alaskan salmon nicoise to 

name a few. Champagne and fine wines will also be served. Tickets are $55 for VAC members, $60 for 

non-members, and $65 at the door. Get your tickets now by calling VAC Administration office 967-8222, 

Banyan Gallery and Most Irresistible Shop in Hilo. Come and make magic with us. 

This superb evening of art, food, and wine will be held at Volcano Art Center’s Hale Ho’omana. Monies 

raised will be used for arts and cultural education, as well as programs and classes/workshops. 



 

 

 

 

HAWAII DELEGATION INTRODUCES RESOLUTIONS TO RECOGNIZE HAWAIIAN COLONISTS IN 

THE PACIFIC  

 

Hui Panalaau Colonists Helped the United States Establish Territorial Jurisdiction in the Equatorial Pacific in 

1936 

 

Washington, D.C. – The Hawaii Congressional Delegation today introduced resolutions in the Senate and House of 

Representatives acknowledging and honoring the brave young men from Hawaii, the majority of whom were Native 

Hawaiian, who participated in the Equatorial Pacific colonization project.  The efforts of these young men, also 

known as the Hui Panalaau colonists, helped secure and establish jurisdiction of the United States over equatorial 

islands in the Pacific Ocean during the years leading up to and the months immediately following the bombing of 

Pearl Harbor and the entry of the United States into World War II. 

 

“Recognizing these young men for their service to our country is long overdue,” said U.S. Senator Brian Schatz 

(D-Hawaii), who introduced the resolution in the Senate. “Nearly eight decades ago, during a pivotal time in our 

nation’s history, these men risked their lives, and helped secure territorial jurisdiction over the key remote 

islands of Jarvis, Howland, and Baker.  This resolution honors the brave efforts of these young colonists and 

pays tribute to those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country.” 

 

“I am proud to be introducing this resolution alongside the entire Hawaii delegation which will honor the 

courage and sacrifices made by the brave colonizers of the Howland, Baker, Jarvis, Canton, and Enderbury 

islands during World War II,” said U.S. Representative Mark Takai (HI-01), who introduced the resolution in the 

House of Representatives.  “Over 130 young men, primarily Native Hawaiians, endured hardships and risked 

their lives to secure and maintain these islands for the United States of America. It is only right that we 

acknowledge their dedication and pay proper respect to those whom were killed in the line of duty. I would 

like to extend my warmest aloha and fondest mahalo nui loa to the Hui Panalaau Organization for their 

commitment to our great nation,” 

 

“During my time as a Member of Congress, I have had the opportunity to learn about the Hui Panalaau 

colonists and as a member of the House of Representatives, I joined with the Hawaii Congressional delegation 

in introducing a resolution to acknowledge and honor these young men on behalf of the United States.  I was 

struck by how brave these young men had been while living on the remote islands of Howland, Baker and 

Jarvis,” said U.S. Senator Mazie K. Hirono (D-Hawaii).  “The work of the Hui Panalaau colonists was 

important, and their stories are riveting and heartbreaking. My condolences go out to the families who lost 

loved ones in this initiative all those years ago. I look forward to again working with my colleagues in the 

delegation to help these men and their families achieve the recognition they deserve.” 

 

“We celebrate the contributions and sacrifices of the Hui Panalaau colonists: young men from Hawaii who 

courageously served their country in establishing the jurisdiction of the United States over equatorial islands 

in the Pacific Ocean,” said U.S. Representative Tulsi Gabbard (HI-02).  “More than 130 of these young men, a 

majority of whom were Native Hawaiian, participated in this project; some of them lost their lives 

representing our nation during their service, particularly in the years leading up to the bombing of Pearl 

Harbor. It is time for our government to recognize the accomplishments of these brave souls, few of whom 

are still alive today, and honor the memory of those who are no longer with us.” 

 

 



 

 

 

KOKUA KOHALA OHANA – CONCERT-BAZAAR 

 

SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2015 

KAMEHAMEHA PARK GYM 

8:00 AM – 3:00 PM – BAZAAR 

9:00 AM – 5:00 PM – CONCERT 

$5.00 Entrance Fee 

 

A Concert-Bazaar will be held for the Kohala ohana who lost their home in a 

freak flood in the Makapala-Niuli’i area this past December 23 rd . The raging 

water uprooted trees that plugged under the bridge, causing the river to flow 

into the Hiraoka home. The family frantically left in the dark, wading through 

knee-deep water, and returned the next morning to find their home in ankle- 

deep mud with all their furniture and appliances muddied and damaged. 

Kohala’s finest musicians and cooks are donating their time and talent, as 

many are related to this family. Besides the concert and the famed Rabang 

Family plate lunches (Hawaiian plate, Korean Chicken or Beef Stew), there 

will be a rummage sale, raffle tickets, auction and a dance contest. 

The “Uncle Samson” Dance Contest honors the late Samson Cazimero who 

started dancing late in life to exercise his aching knees. When he danced, he 

felt no pain. He encouraged others to get up and dance, especially when the 

“Kachi-Kachi” (Puerto Rican dance) music came on. Prizes will be given for 

three divisions: Youth, Makua and Kupuna. 

Historically, Kohala is known for its musicians. Ramon Baeza, one of the 

original paniolo (cowboys) in Hawaii, returned to Mexico and brought his 

family back to Kohala. His sons wooed the Hawaiian girls with their guitar- 

playing. The Raymond and Sproat families are descendants of the yodeling 

and falsetto-singing cowboys. The late Kindy Sproat inherited his ancestors’ 



talent and was one of Hawaii’s finest falsetto singers. 

Modern-day Kohala musicians are known throughout the world and many 

will be playing at the Concert. Kohala boasts of two Grammy winners: Slack 

key masters and songwriters, John Keawe and Sonny Lim, both of whom have 

also won numerous other awards. 

Matthew Kupukaa is a Falsetto Contest winner. His flawless falsetto voice is 

enhanced by his wife, Rosalind’s harmonizing and amazing ukulele 

strumming. The couple has toured Japan with the Lim Family. 

 

Nino’dem features Nino Ka’ai and Gino Amar. Nino used to be mistaken for 

Bruddah Iz, until he lost weight, but his voice is still mistaken for Iz. Gino has 

written one of Kohala’s favorite songs: The Winds of Kohala. 

North Shore Live is a talented up and coming group that appeals to the youth. 

Joe Anderson, Tita Alcoran and the Keawe Brothers: John Jr. and Mackie 

comprise this group. 

The Lim Family is a multi-talented ohana. Their numerous trophies, awards 

and other recognition are testaments to the preservation of their cultural 

heritage and excellence in the entertainment industry. 

The matriarch, Mary Ann Lim, though in her senior years, still entertains at 

the hotel with her clear, old-Hawaiian style singing and travels throughout 

the world with her musical family. Her grandchildren are also talented 

musicians and dancers, and are part of the growing Lim Family entertainers. 

Nani Lim Yap and her sister, Leialoha Amina have won the Merry Monarch 

Hula Festival’s coveted Perpetual Trophy, and their youngest sister, Lorna, 

has one of the sweetest voices ever heard. Lorna is also the recipient of many 

 


