
 

WCEV ISSUES FOR 2nd QUARTER OF 2019: 

“WCEV” stands for We’re Chicagoland’s Ethnic Voice and is devoted to serving ethnic 

groups in Cicero, Illinois and the metropolitan Chicago area.  WCEV airs programming in 

several ethnic languages, but all public affairs programming is presented in English, the 

common language of all these groups. 

 
1.  ISSUE:  CHICAGO POLITICS AND THE NEW MAYOR FROM A MUSLIM POINT 

OF VIEW 

RADIO ISLAM – aired on 4/1/19 from 6-7pm  

 

One hour English-language interview with Mike Dumke, an Illinois journalist with ProPublica, 

about what the election of ultra-liberal Mayor Lori Lightfoot means for Chicago politics and how 

it can affect Muslims in Chicago. 

 

 
2.  ISSUE:  CONFUSION ABOUT SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS 

MOSAIC PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAM – aired on 4/13/19 from 4-4:25pm and on 4/14/19 

from 6:30-6:55am & from 5:35-6pm 

 

English language interview by public affairs director with Nancy Allen, author of “TheTruth 

About Social Security,” clearing up some of the current confusion about Social Security benefits  

and the worries about the future of the entire Social Security Program. 

 

 

3.  ISSUE:  DEALING WITH INCREASING, DANGEROUS ROBOCALLS 
WHO WE ARE REPORT – aired 7 times for about 2:40 minutes on 4/20/19 t 6:30pm; on 

4/21/19 at 11:57am; on 4/22/19 at 2:57pm; on 4/23/19 at 5:57 & 8:57pm; and on 4/24/19 at 3:57 

& 6pm 

 

Award winning English language public affairs feature report by WCEV’s program director.  

This edition was about how scam robo-calls are now increasing, especially on our cellphones, 

how dangerous it can be to answer them and talk to anyone or any machine on the line, and some 

useful tips how to deal with these calls. 

 
 
4.  ISSUE:  WOMEN WORKING IN THE UNION TRADES 

RADIO ISLAM – aired on 4/21/19 from 6-7pm in English 

 

One hour English language interview program about the increasing presence of women and 

especially Muslim women in the union trades in Chicago, with guests Taneen Ball, a Local 1 

Ironworker; Arlena Camille Tucker-Hampton, a Local 597 Pipefitter Apprentice; and Tamar 

McCollough, a Local 63 Sheetmetal Worker, with host Tariq I. El-Amin.  
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5.  ISSUE: IMPORTANCE OF ETHNIC HOLIDAYS IN CHICAGO 
WHO WE ARE REPORT - aired 9 times for about 2:40 minutes on 5/2/19 at 2:57 & 8:47pm; 

on 5/3/19 at 3:57 & 5:57pm; on 5/4/19 at 6:30pm; and on 5/5/19 at 10:57am, 11:57am, 12:57 & 

7:30pm 

 

Award winning English language public affairs feature report by WCEV’s program director.  

This edition was about celebrating May 3rd Polish Constitution Day and Mexican Cinco de Mayo 

holidays this weekend in Chicago.  Most people do not know that these two ethnic holidays are 

essentially about the same thing – commemorating hopeless fights for independence and human 

rights by two nations a world apart.  Both struggles ended in failure but both established visions 

and standards of liberty and civil rights for the respective nations which resulted in success 

hundreds of years later.  That is why they are still celebrated today. 

 

 

6.  ISSUE:  LEARNING ABOUT THE TRUE MEANING OF RAMADAN 

WHO WE ARE REPORT - aired 8 times for about 2:40 minutes on 5/9/19 at 2:57 & 8:47pm; 

on 5/10/19 at 3:57 & 5:57pm; on 5/11/19 at 2:05 & 6:30pm; and on 5/12/19 at 10:57am & 

12:57pm   

 

Award winning English language public affairs feature report by WCEV’s program director.  

This edition was about what most non-Muslims do not understand about Ramadan - the Islamic 

month of fasting and prayer.  It is also a month of personal introspection brought about by severe 

fasting (no food allowed until after sunset each day) and a month of charity, not only toward 

other Muslims, but to all.  Most often charity during Ramadan consists of proving food for the 

poor or giving donations to charities that provide food for the underpriviledged. 

 

 

7.  ISSUE:  THE CURRENT CONTROVERSEY ABOUT THE CITIZENSHIP 

QUESTION ON THE UPCOMING 2020 US CENSUS 

WHO WE ARE REPORT – aired 7 times for about 2:40 minutes on 5/30/19 at 2:57 & 8:47pm; 

on 5/31/19 at 3:57 & 5:57pm; on 6/1q/19 at 6:30pm, and on 6/2/19 at 10:57am & 7:30pm 

 

Award winning English language public affairs feature report by WCEV’s program director.  

This edition was about the 2020 US Census adding a question about US citizenship, requested by 

the Trump administration, which, most experts agree, does not belong in the Census according to 

the Constitution, and should be eliminated or ignored. 

 

 

8.  ISSUE:  HISTORY OF FLAGS OVER THE US 

WHO WE ARE REPORT – aired 8 times for about 2:40 minutes on 6/8/19 at 4:30pm; on 

6/9/19 at 12:57 & 4:30pm; on 6/10/19 at 2:57pm; on 6/11/19 at 5:57 & 8:57pm; and on 6/12/19 

at 3:57 & 6pm 

Award winning English language public affairs feature report by WCEV’s program director.  

This edition was about commemorating Flag Day this week by learning – surprisingly – how  
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many different nations’ flags have flown over what is now the US, starting with the flag of Spain 

in the Southwest and the flag of France over the Midwest, long before the United States was 

created. The report detailed all 10 other national flags over America and when they were flown. 

 

9.  ISSUE:  NEW LAKE AND RIVER DANGERS CAUSED BY CLIMATE CHANGE 
WHO WE ARE REPORT – aired 8 times for 2:40 minutes on 6/13/19 at 2:57 & 8:47pm; on 

6/14/19 at 3:57 & 5:57pm; on 6/15/19 at 6:30pm; and on 6/16/19 at 10:57am, 2:56 & 7:30pm 

Award winning English language public affairs feature report by WCEV’s program director.  

This edition was about the effects of climate change on Illinois lakes and rivers which are now 

dangerous to our health because of algeal blooms – floating masses of microscopic bacteria and 

other tiny organisms which are usually red, pink or blue in color and which can be fatal if you 

drink them.  Illinois health officials are warning all not to enter water with such blooms, not to 

drink it and not even allow your pets to enter such water. 

 

10.  ISSUE:  FREE TREES AVAILABLE ON CITY STREETS FROM THE CITY OF 

CHICAGO 
WHO WE ARE REPORT – aired 7 times for about 2:40 minutes on 6/15/19 at 4:30pm; on 

6/16/19 at 1:57pm; on 6/17/19 at 2:57pm, on 6/18/19 at 5:58 & 9pm; and on 6/19/19 at 3:57 & 

6pm  

Award winning English language public affairs feature report by WCEV’s program director.  

This edition reminded residents of Chicago that the city is willing to plant a tree near your home 

or business for free – on the green strip between your sidewalk and the street.  All you have to do 

to get a free, six-foot tree, is to call the city’s non-emergency number: 311.  However, the 

waiting list may be a year or longer, but the many benefits of urban trees will outweigh the wait.  

 

11.  ISSUE:  NEW ILLINOIS STATE LAWS ABOUT DISTRACTED DRIVING 
WHO WE ARE REPORT – aired 8 times for about 2:40 minutes on 6/27/19 at 8:44&2:57pm; 

on 6/28/19 at 3:01&5:57pm, on 6/29/19 at 4:30pm; and on 6/30/19 at 10:57am, 2:57&7:30pm 

Award winning English language public affairs feature report by WCEV’s program director.  

This edition alerted listeners about a new law about using cellphones while driving, going in into 

effect as of July 1st.  The law now provides that officers who stop drivers using a cellphone or 

other electronic device while driving will no longer write a first warning ticket, but will write a 

ticket for a moving violation with a penalty of $75.00.  Second and further violations have even 

higher penalties, with the ultimate penalty of losing your license after three moving violations in 

one year.  However, hands-free devices can still be used legally while driving. 
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12.  ISSUE:  WHAT’S NEW AT THE 16TH STREET THEATER IN BERWYN (the 

suburb of Berwyn, Illinois is considered a “sister city” of Cicero, WCEV’s town of license) 

MOSAIC PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAM – aired on 6/29/19 from 4-4:25pm and on 6/30/19 

from 6:30-6:55am & from 5:35-6pm: 

English language interview by WCEV’S public affairs director with Ann Filmer, artistic director 

of the 16th Street Theater in Berwyn, which is a rarity – a professional theater in the Chicago 

suburbs.  The theater, which specializes in presenting works by playwrights from ethnic groups 

in the near-western suburbs of Chicago, is growing so quickly, it is now planning to move to a 

larger location in Berwyn.   

 

 

*** 


