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During the fourth quarter of 2007, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

 Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

 Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

 Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

 Monday - Friday 9:00-10:00PM – (on Ch. 7.2 Only) 

 Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

 Saturday / Sunday 6:00-7:00AM 

 Saturday  4:00-5:00PM 

 Sunday  9:00-10:00AM / 9:30-10:00AM – (on Ch. 7.0 Only) 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the fourth quarter of 2007, KGO-TV also aired the following 
regularly scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the 
problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired on Sunday from 10:00 to 10:30am. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7- This news compilation program repurposed and reviewed local 
news reports that covered significant community issues.  These included in-
depth Assignment 7 Reports, I-Team Investigations, Michael Finney’s Seven On 
Your Side, and Carolyn Johnson’s Science & Medical Reports.  KGO-TV news 
anchors hosted this program that aired on Sunday from 4:30-5:00pm and 5:30-
6:00pm. 
 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  
Office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers 
seeking help with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit 
received over 4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 

 

THE VIEW FROM THE BAY- The only live, Bay Area talk show of its kind, 
provided a proactive dialogue on people, places and views unique to the Bay 
Area.  It included a mix of interviews, live reports, taped segments and news 
updates that offered information about health, fitness, lifestyle, arts and 
entertainment, fashion, food, pets, family issues, relationships, self-improvement, 
women’s issues and safety.  KGO-TV’s Spencer Christian and Janelle Wang 
hosted this program that aired weekdays from 3:00-4:00pm. 
 
NEWS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING AIRED ON KGO-DT 7.2- 
KGO-DT 7.2, our secondary digital channel, is a locally programmed channel 
that featured local news, local specials, public affairs, syndicated programming, 
educational and informational children’s programming, and encore segments 
from ABC News magazines.  On the average, over 200 hours of local news aired 
monthly.  Encores of locally produced public affairs programs accounted for 
nearly 100 hours monthly.  Additionally, hundreds of public service 
announcements aired in commercial breaks between programming. 
 

 
 



 
LOCAL SPECIALS 

 

During the fourth quarter of 2007, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  
This program was part of a series of specials produced to celebrate the ethnic 
diversity of the Bay Area.  This special saluted the achievements of five 
outstanding Hispanic Americans from the Bay Area.  It aired on Sunday, October 
7th from 7:00-7:30pm, and repeated on Sunday, October 14

th
 from 10:30-

11:00am. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPONSORED EVENTS 
 

The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s “ABC7 Day 
Planner,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community events.  Each 
of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and aired for two 
weeks on a fixed schedule. 
 
9/22–10/5   Tenderloin Neighborhood Development Corporation: Pool 
 Toss (10/10/07) 
  
                     World Institute on Disability: Ever Widening Circle (10/10/07)  
                      LEAP:  Sandcastle Classic (10/6/07)  
 
10/6–10/19 Wenderweis Foundation: Halloween Heroes (10/29/07)  

 LINES Ballet: 25
th

 Anniversary (11/2/07)  
 

10/20–11/2 International Latino Film Festival (11/2 – 11/18)  
 
                      Food Banks fundraiser: Gourmet East Bay (11/3)  
 
11/3–11/16 International Latino Film Festival (11/2 – 11/18) 
 
                      Resource Area for Teaching: Gift of Reading 
 Book Drive (11/5 – 12/3) 
 
                   Richmond Ermet AIDS Foundation:  Help is on the Way (12/2/07)  
 
11/17–11/30 Kimochi, Inc: Silver Bells (12/9/07) 
  

Glide Church Foundation: Holiday Party, Jan Mirikitani 
Anniversary (12/7)  

                      
 Resource Area for Teaching: Gift of Reading 
 Book Drive (11/5 – 12/3) 
 
12/1–12/14  Conservatory of Flowers: Color: A Winter Carnival (starts 11/20) 
                      
 Oakland Ballet: Nutcracker (12/21-12/24)   
 
12/15–12/28 San Francisco Unified School District: 
 Enrollment Deadline (1/11/08) 
  
                      Holiday Food Drive (through end of year) 
 
                      Asian Art Museum: Japanese New Year Bell Ringing (12/28/08) 
 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the fourth quarter of 2007, KGO-TV aired over 1,700 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved many different topics.  These included 61 station-produced Hispanic 
American Heritage Salutes.  Some of the PSA sponsors included:  Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society, Paralyzed Veterans of America, California Office of Traffic & 
Safety, Dogs For the Deaf, Medic Alert Foundation, Boys & Girls Clubs, National 
Adoption Council, United Way, American Red Cross of The Bay Area, American 
Liver Foundation, Donorschoose.org, Partnership For A Drug-Free California, 
Kids Get Healthy, California State Parks, S.F. Asthma Taskforce, and The S.F. 
SPCA.  

 

* * * * 
 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 
KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

 Youth Issues 

 Gang Violence 

 Education Issues 

 Healthcare Issues 

 Homeless & Poverty Issues 

 Special Local News Reports 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 



LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 

THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 3, 2007 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 1:38 

Subject:  

This report reviewed reaction to a state law that Democrats and the governor 
helped pass.  It was supposed to help gay and transgender students from 
harassment in schools.  Opponents argued that the law opened doors for 
alternative lifestyles to become part of the state’s school curriculum.  They began 
circulating petitions for a ballot measure to overturn the new law.  A victim of 
harassment believed every public school student had the right to be in a 
harassment-free environment. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 6, 2007 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:  

This report covered the arrest of three juveniles in the Halloween night murder of 
an Alameda teenager.  The high school student was with friends when she was 
shot in the back during an apparent robbery attempt.  Police tracked the 
suspected killers to Oakland where they were arrested along with others who 
were taken into custody for questioning.  A memorial to the popular girl continued 
to grow under a tree at the park.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: December 8, 2007 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 2:37 

Subject:  

This report profiled a non-profit arts and education facility in West Oakland 
whose mission was to bring arts, industry and the community together.  Young 
people learned metal working and other skills they would not usually be exposed 
to.  The group’s bike fix-a-thons and after school earn a bike program had 
become very popular with East Oakland youth. 



(Youth cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 16, 2007 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 2:00 

Subject:  

This report reviewed whether tougher legislation would be necessary to keep high 
school athletics clean from steroids.  The question was In light of allegations on 
some Major League Baseball players that used performance enhancing drugs.  A 
local high school coach said it could be difficult to detect steroid use.  One young 
athlete said he did no feel pressured to try steroids, and that he earned his wins. 
 
  
ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 20, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:36 

Subject:  

This report covered a special meeting to address the homicide crisis for men and 
boys of color.  A broad coalition of people from around the country met to discuss 
how to save young men in jeopardy.  Over 70% of the homicide victims in 
Alameda County were African American.  Some believed that rather than investing 
in children through education, healthcare, and foster care, the state invested in 
locking them in prison.  Many said the solution was in making it easier for ex-cons 
to re-enter society.     
   
 
ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 11, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject:  

This report covered the governor’s signing of a bill package aimed at fighting gang 
violence.  One bill would establish an office of gang and youth violence, and 
another would expand education, training, and rehabilitation of gang members.  A 
third bill would allow judges to order the parents of gang members to attend anti-
violence classes, and another allowed landlords to evict gang offenders.  The 
governor said the bills would allow young offenders to become productive 
members of society.   
 
 
 



(Youth cont.) 
 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 15, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:51 

Subject:   

This report covered a demonstration to protest the arrest of a very popular Catholic 
lay youth minister.  He had mentored at risk youth for fifteen years, and was a 
leader in the Youth for Christ Movement.  He was arrested when immigration 
officials determined he was an illegal immigrant.  An immigration reformer believed 
people were being pinpointed and extracted from communities that they helped to 
make safer.  Immigration officials said anyone in the country illegally was subject to 
arrest.     
  

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 21, 2007 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:   

This report profiled high school students who created an organic garden on an 
empty lot at the former Alameda Naval Air Station.  That’s where they live with 
their once homeless families.  The youth created the garden project after they 
determined that half of the families went hungry, and 80% suffered from 
malnutrition.  The “Growing Youth Project” provided fifteen families with fresh 
vegetables every week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



GANG VIOLENCE ISSUES 

  

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: December 7, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 3:32 

Subject:    

This report profiled the very successful Big Brothers & Little Sisters, a Bay Area 
organization that located mentors for boys and girls.  But male mentors were 
scarce and this was especially true in the Latino and African American 
communities.  The organization said they needed to increase their staff to recruit 
more men and that meant doubling their budget.  A Latino bib brother explained 
that by taking his little brother to work, he showed him that he also could pursue 
his dreams.      

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 15, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :27 

Subject:    

This report announced that a court order was issued to prevent thirty members of 
San Francisco’s Norteno Gang from gathering or loitering late at night.  The 
preliminary injunction applied to a specific area in the Mission District.  A superior 
court judge declared that the gang was a public nuisance in the area.  Once 
served, gang members could be arrested or jailed for up to six months if they 
violated the court order.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 28, 2007 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: :34 

Subject:    

This report discussed that Richmond Police planned to distribute flyers in the 
area where a pizza delivery man was gunned down earlier in the week.  A wrong 
phone number canceled the first batch of flyers, but police were hopeful 
somebody would come forward with information leading to an arrest.  A $10,000 
reward was offered for information in the murder that police believed may have 
been part of a random gang initiation.    

     

 



(Gang Violence Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 4, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:55 

Subject:  

This report announced that San Francisco’s murder rate had just topped the total 
that occurred in 2006.  The city had increased the number of undercover and 
uniformed officer patrols in violent areas.  The mayor blamed the murder rate on 
the war on drugs saying that the national war on drugs was a failure.  San 
Francisco’s sheriff said that 45% of jail inmates were there for drug offenses, and 
career criminal gang members.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 11, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject:  

This report covered the governor’s signing of a bill package aimed at fighting gang 
violence.  One bill would establish an office of gang and youth violence, and 
another would expand education, training, and rehabilitation of gang members.  A 
third bill would allow judges to order the parents of gang members to attend anti-
violence classes, and another allowed landlords to evict gang offenders.  The 
governor said the bills would allow young offenders to become productive 
members of society.   
 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 30, 2007 (5:00-6:00AM) 

Length: :39 

Subject:  

This report covered comments by San Francisco’s Mayor during his state of the 
city address.  He said serious crime had dropped during his tenure along with a 
75% drop in black on black gang killings.  But a member of “Mother’s of 
Murdered Children” said the statistics didn’t add up on the streets.  She didn’t 
see any efforts that the mayor had made saying the crime rate was still going up 
and there were no arrests.  

 

 



(Gang Violence Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 22, 2007 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: :27 

Subject:  

This report explained that Oakland Police were offering a $20,000 reward for 
information leading to the arrest of the gunmen who shot four Oakland Raider 
fans.  Police said they were shot by suspected gang members while tailgating 
overnight in the coliseum parking lot.  They believed the four fans were mistaken 
for gang rivals.  An arrest was made in a separate shooting in the parking lot on 
game day.  All shooting victims were expected to recover. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 21, 2007 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: :28 

Subject:  

This report followed the East Palo Alto Police investigation into the daylight 
murder of a man the day before.  Police said the man was chased down and 
shot five times.  Neighbors reported seeing a green Dodge speeding away just 
after the gunfire.  East Palo Alto had just been cited by the state attorney general 
for success in fighting street violence.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDUCATION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 28, 2007 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 3:11 

Subject:    

This report reviewed how a Walnut Creek school addressed the problem of girl-
on-girl bullying.  School officials noticed an increase in the problem so they 
started a chapter of a national program that had helped other schools curb 
bullying.  The program used mentors, arts and honest discussion to help girls 
build positive connections, and find constructive ways to express hurt feelings. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 15, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 3:19 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the progress of a Bay Area based national chain of charter 
schools, and their plans to expand their middle school success into high school.  
These charter schools helped low income students find academic achievement.  
Students attended class for nine hours daily in an atmosphere of high energy, and 
discipline.  Every student was required to take all classes necessary for college.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: October 15, 2007 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject:    

This report explained the Migrant Education Even Start Program that was 
designed to help migrant children from birth to age seven.  Students at one San 
Jose elementary school were 95% Latino with one-third considered migrant.  The 
state education boss awarded 22 grants worth $5.7 million for this program that 
administrators believed was an investment in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 



(Education Issues cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 16, 2007 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 1:48 

Subject:   

This report explained that some high schools in the state had discreetly 
transferred students who performed low on standardized tests.  This was so their 
low test scores wouldn’t pull down a school’s ranking or “academic performance 
index.”  This cased the governor to sign a bill into law ending the transfer 
practice.  It would require test scores of alternative students to count toward their 
original school’s API.      

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 17, 2007 (11:00-11:35PM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject:  

This report covered a technology fair at a San Jose intermediate school that was 
organized to get Hispanic students excited about science and technology.  IBM 
showed new translation software that could translate a person’s native language 
into English.  This included the translation of email and entire websites from 
English to Spanish within seconds.  Administrators were hopeful that advances 
in technology would get parents more involved in their kids’ education.     

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 18, 2007 (5:00-5:30PM) 

Length: 2:07 

Subject:  

This report examined the success of Oakland’s charter schools.  California led 
the nation in the number of charter schools, while Oakland was #8 on the top ten 
list of communities nationwide with charter schools.  Parents were looking for 
schools that were safe, and where their child’s academic achievement was 
paramount.  School district officials admitted that there hadn’t been enough 
oversight of charter schools.     

 

 

 

 



(Education Issues cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 14, 2007 (9:00-10:00AM) 

Length: 2:03 

Subject:   

This report reviewed an education bill that guaranteed extra schooling for high 
school seniors who didn’t pass the exit exam.  A number of students in West 
Contra Costa County challenged the high school exit exam.  Other legislation 
signed by the governor required school districts to give parents information on 
college admission. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: October 22, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 4:38 

Subject:   

This report investigated how a South Bay school district could spend part of its 
parcel tax money to hire a public relations firm to boost its image.  The school 
board approved a six month contract with the p. r. firm.  District officials 
explained they hired the firm to share the good things happening in the district.  
They said it was in an effort to recruit and maintain the best possible teachers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HEALTHCARE ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: December 17, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:59 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the politics behind California’s comprehensive healthcare 
legislation on the same day the bill was passed by the State Assembly.  The 
governor supported the Democratic proposal that called for an additional $1.50 
per pack tobacco tax.  Republicans believed they couldn’t ask Californians to pay 
for the taxes on legislation without a funding mechanism.  The Democratic 
Senate President would not call for a vote because he believed the state’s 
double digit deficit was a more pressing problem.  But for the 70% of uninsured 
Californians the plan covers, the first hurdle cleared was a sign of hope.    

   

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: December 22, 2007 (6:00 -7:00AM) 

Length: 1:52 

Subject:    

This report explained why the family of a young girl who died waiting for a liver 
transplant decided to file charges against their medical carrier.  The insurance 
company originally denied coverage for the transplant, but reversed its decision 
after protesters rallied at their corporate offices urging a boycott of the company. 
The girl died seven hours later, and her family blamed the insurance company 
for her death.  They said the carrier took too long to approve the transplant even 
after doctors had explained that the surgery was not experimental. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: December 23, 2007 (6:00-6:30PM) 

Length: 2:35 

Subject:    

This report profiled a local doctor in Point Reyes who was forced to close her 
private practice because of the high cost of medical care.  Her patients would 
have to travel 45 minutes across mountain roads to see a doctor.  This situation 
was not unlike what was happening to other doctors around the country.  Doctors 
were being forced to specialize, produce or go under, while the quality of 
healthcare was declining as the cost was increasing.         

 



(Healthcare Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 3, 2007 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: :33 

Subject:     

This report looked at whether a federal judge would overturn San Francisco’s 
new universal healthcare plan.  The $200 million program would provide 
healthcare to about 82,000 residents.  The Golden Gate Restaurant Association 
sued the city.  They said the plan violated a federal law that regulated employee 
benefits, and that it would cost more than private insurance.  The San Francisco 
Deputy D. A. said there was no such law that supported the association’s 
contention. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 6, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:     

This report discussed that state Democrats were considering a $2.00 per pack 
cigarette tax to help pay for the some 6.7 million uninsured smokers.  They really 
didn’t want to increase the tobacco tax, but felt there was no other way to raise 
the $2 billion.  The governor’s office applauded Democrats for moving the 
healthcare debate forward.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 5, 2007 (8:25-8:30AM) 

Length: :26 

Subject:   

This report announced that a federal mediator met with management and union 
representatives to try and reach an agreement to avoid an East Bay garbage 
collector’s strike.  The union threatened to go on strike over healthcare and wage 
issues, but leaders said the negotiations were productive.    

 

 

 

 



(Healthcare Issues Cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 14, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :36 

Subject:   

This report covered a state assembly committee’s pending vote on a 
compromise measure to provide healthcare to six million uninsured people.  The 
$14 billion measure would be funded by new taxes on employers and hospitals, 
along with a two dollar per pack cigarette tax.  Stiff Republican opposition to any 
new tax hikes made it unlikely that Democrats would be able to get a 2/3 majority 
to pass a tax increase.  At least 80% of California voters already had health 
insurance, and could be reluctant to support new taxes to fund the healthcare 
bill.   

   

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: December 20, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 1:55 

Subject:   

This report followed the governor to a Union City manufacturing plant where he 
promoted the healthcare reform plan.  Workers at this company had the type of 
comprehensive healthcare coverage the governor said all Californians deserved. 
The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce described the plan as a great step 
forward, but worried about the burden on businesses.  The head of the Silicon 
Valley Chamber said the plan would improve the state’s business climate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOMELESS & POVERTY ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 28, 2007 (11:00-11:30AM) 

Length: :28 

Subject:  

This report explained that the Berkeley City Council voted to ban sleeping on 
sidewalks in commercial areas during the day.  The council’s plan was designed to 
curb inappropriate behavior and was aimed largely at the city’s homeless 
population.  The resolution included $1 million in homeless services such as rental 
subsidies and more public toilets.  The program would be funded by a 25 cent 
increase in parking meter rates.  This was the city’s response to complaints from 
merchants, residents, and visitors about rowdy behavior. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 22, 2007 (6:00–7:00AM) 

Length: :40 

Subject:     

This report reviewed how Bay Area charities were all experiencing a decline in 
donations while more people were asking for help.  The tough economy meant a 
lot of people were watching their money more closely.  Food banks had to 
replenish their own shelves, and homeless shelters offered fewer beds and 
social programs.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 20, 2007 (11:00–11:35PM) 

Length: :39 

Subject:     

This report discussed San Francisco’s new municipal identification program that 
would grant I.D. cards to homeless and undocumented people.  Advocates said 
it would help residents without a driver’s license access city services.  The board 
of supervisors voted ten to one to create the program that was expected to start 
in August 2008. 

 

 

  



(Homeless & Poverty Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: November 12, 2007 (11:00-11:30AM) 

Length: :42 

Subject:    

This report showed that San Francisco’s Saint Anthony Foundation was honoring 
veterans by handing out personal survival kits.  Any veteran that visited St. 
Anthony’s would get a kit and be able to talk to a social worker about outreach 
services.  A national study showed that one out of every four homeless people 
was a veteran.        

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: November 7, 2007 (5:00-6:00AM) 

Length: :30 

Subject:    

This report discussed a new government report that showed the number of 
homeless nationwide had dropped 12%.  The government collected the data 
from nearly 4,000 cities and counties over a single day.  The drop was credited 
to government programs designed to move homeless people into permanent 
housing.  From 1996 to 2005, the number of beds in permanent housing for 
homeless increased by 83%. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: November 26, 2007 (6:00-7:00AM) 

Length: :22 

Subject:    

This report announced that several shelters in the South Bay would be open at 
night in the winter to help homeless people escape from the cold.  The National 
Guard Armory in Sunnyvale and two more in Gilroy would be open each night 
after 6pm and each could host 125 people.  San Jose’s Boccardo Reception 
Center would also open and host 250 beds each night. 

 

 

 

 



(Homeless & Poverty Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: November 9, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 3:14 

Subject:    

This report profiled San Jose’s Martha’s Kitchen where homeless and low-
income people could enjoy a healthy meal.  It all began 25 years before when a 
few friends started making sandwiches for the needy.  That grew into about 
30,000 meals served each year.  The kitchen operated with five paid staff 
members and over 100 volunteers.  The annual fundraising dinner was promoted 
on-air at the end of this report.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: November 7, 2007 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: :41 

Subject:    

This report reminded viewers as Veterans Day approached that many veterans 
would spend the holiday in homeless shelters or on the streets.  Veterans 
represented 11% of the adult U.S. population, but 25% of America’s homeless.  
It was estimated that there were nearly 200,000 chronically homeless veterans, 
but almost half a million vets spent some time on the streets during the year.  
These were not just older veterans; these figures included veterans of the recent 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

ABC 7 News provided several in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: November 5, 2007 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:34 

Subject:    

This report looked into the case of a patient who was about to be released from 
the state mental hospital, just a few years after attacking a pregnant woman.  
Prosecutors tried to keep him locked up, but a superior court judge ruled that he 
had made enough progress to be released.  The brutal attack left the woman 
with a traumatic brain injury, nerve damage, and a severed ear.  In a recorded 
police interview on the night of the attack, the perpetrator confessed that he 
enjoyed it, and that it was something he wanted to do for a long time. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS 

Date/Time: November 4, 2007 (6:00 – 7:00AM) 

Length: 5:58 

Subject:    

This report investigated a doctor who had become known as a medical 
marijuana doctor.  Residents of San Francisco’s lower Haight District had mixed 
reactions when she opened an office there and passed out advertising fliers.  
The state medical board had begun to investigate this doctor to determine 
whether she had prescribed marijuana to people who really needed it.  The 
deputy director of the state board said at least six doctors had lost their licenses 
for failure to follow specific rules when prescribing medical marijuana.       

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: November 6, 2007 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:15 

Subject:   

This report covered the judge’s reaction in court to the plaintiffs’ lawyers during a 
$20 million lawsuit filed against the City of San Francisco and the police chief.  
Over a dozen police officers were suspended after appearing in a controversial 
video in 2005.  The mayor and police chief took exception to the video during a 
news conference that the officers said should never have occurred.  The judge 
would not allow plaintiff attorneys to question the mayor under oath.    



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: November 18, 2007 (6:00 – 7:00AM) 

Length: 4:11 

Subject:   

This report uncovered details of an organized burglary ring that used subscriber 
information from a local newspaper to target homes when people were out of 
town.  Police said the burglars went into garbage dumpsters at the newspaper to 
obtain order changes that showed addresses where the paper was stopped.  One 
burglary victim tried to warn the newspaper about the problem, but when he 
checked the dumpster he found change orders were still discarded un-shredded.  
The newspaper editor did return producers calls requesting an interview. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: November 28, 2007 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:30 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the results of a statewide audit designed to test how well law 
enforcement agencies were at releasing records to the public.  Auditors walked 
into law enforcement departments across the state, asked for information, and 
rated each agency on their response.  Scores were mixed, but some smaller 
departments seemed to do better than larger ones that had more arrests and more 
crime.       

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: November 29, 2007 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:45 

Subject:    

This report looked into questions about the Coast Guard’s initial response to the oil 
spill in San Francisco Bay after a container ship hit the Bay Bridge.  Producers 
obtained telephone records that showed three phone calls made about an hour 
after the ship hit the bridge.  They showed that the Coast Guard refused help from 
the S.F. Fire Department.  The Coast Guard issued a statement that said they 
were investigating exactly what happened and what communications took place to 
ensure a more effective reaction to any future incident. 

   



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS  

Date/Time: December 18, 2007 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:06 

Subject:   

This was a follow-up to a report one year earlier involving a fatal boating accident 
on Clear Lake when a speedboat slammed into a sailboat.  The fiancé of the 
sailboat driver was killed, and prosecutors charged the driver with felony 
manslaughter saying he was drinking and he didn’t have the running lights on.  
The driver of the speedboat was a deputy and the number two man in the county 
sheriff’s department.  The lawyer for the sailboat driver asked why all six county 
judges removed themselves from the deputy’s earlier divorce case, and not from 
the boat crash case if there was a question about impartiality?       

 

ABC 7 NEWS   

Date/Time: October 21, 2007 (6:00 – 7:00AM) 

Length: 3:55 

Subject:    

This report explained that former agricultural lands in the South Bay still had signs 
of toxic substances in the soil decades after their use was banned.  Santa Clara 
County had more sites affected by older orchard pesticides than any county in 
California.  The state took care of the problem only when it was brought to their 
attention.  At least three chemicals that were used in the early 20

th
 century could 

have a serious impact on a child’s development.  This was one of the biggest 
concerns of state officials since the levels of some compounds found in parks 
were high enough to qualify as hazardous waste.                                                     
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