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FACE THE NATION 
 

06/02/13 Guests: Governor Mary Fall in (R-OK) (1); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Senate Armed Services Committee (2); 

Senator Jack Reed (D-RI), Senate Armed Services Committee (3); Jill Abramson, Executive Editor, The New York 

Times (4); Bob Woodward, The Washington Post (4); Daniel Klaidman, National Political Correspondent, The Daily 

Beast (4); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (4); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (4) 

1) The current situation in the region around Oklahoma City, OK, due to this weekend’s violent tornadoes and storms, as 

well as an update on the recovery for the city and residents of Moore, OK 

2) Topics include: details of Senator McCain’s clandestine trip to Syria and his meeting with rebel forces / advice for the 

Obama administration regarding U.S. military tactics and strategic objective in Syria; opinion regarding the controversy 

surrounding Attorney General Eric Holder and the leaks investigation 

3) Topics include: praise for Senator McCain’s “dedication to duty and personal courage” / Senator Reed’s opinion 

regarding Senator McCain’s assessment of the current conditions in Syria and his advice for the Obama administration / 

Senator Reed’s own opinion on what America’s policy should be; opinion regarding the controversy surrounding 

Attorney General Eric Holder and the leaks investigation 

4) Topics include: meeting held by Attorney General Eric Holder and the bureau chiefs of various news organizations to 

discuss the Justice Department’s handling of the scandals plaguing the Obama administration / reasons why CBS and 

The New York Times did not attend the meeting / details behind Mr. Klaidman’s interview with Attorney General 

Holder / opinions regarding the controversy surrounding Attorney General Eric Holder and the leaks investigation; 

scandals at the IRS concerning unwarranted staff expenditures, the targeting of politically conservative groups, as well 

as the claim of targeting by individuals who have donated to those groups; reaction to Senator McCain’s assessment of 

the current conditions in Syria and his advice for the Obama administration; current attitude of the Obama administration 

5) Face the Nation Flashback topic: the twenty-four year anniversary (June 3, 1989) of the violent crackdown by the 

Chinese government against the peaceful pro-democracy protesters in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square 

 

06/09/13 Guests: Debora Patta, CBS News (1); Representative Michael McCaul (R-TX), Chairman, House Committee on 

Homeland Security (2); Representative Elijah Cummings (D-MD), Ranking Member, Committee on Oversight and 

Government Reform (2); Senator Kelly Ayotte (R-NH), Senate Armed Services Committee (3); Senator Kirsten 

Gillibrand (D-NY), Senate Armed Services Committee (4); Senator Jackie Speier (D-CA), Senate Armed Services 

Committee (4); Joseph Nye, Harvard University (5); David Sanger, The New York Times (5); Rajiv Chandrasekaran, 

The Washington Post (5); Margaret Brennan, CBS News State Department Correspondent (5) 

1) An update on the condition of former South African president Nelson Mandela, hospitalized overnight for a recurrent 

lung infection. 

2) Topics include: opinions from Representatives McCaul and Cummings regarding the latest disclosures in the National 

Security Administration (NSA) scandal, which involves the phone records of private citizens; the scandal at the IRS 

concerning the alleged targeting of politically conservative groups / Representative Cummings’ criticism of 

Representative Darrell Issa, chairman of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, for his accusations 

against the Obama administration; Representative McCaul’s support for a criminal inquiry related to the leaks 

investigation 

3) Topics include: Senator Ayotte’s decision to endorse the bipartisan immigration reform plan sponsored by the “Gang 

of Eight” in the Senate; thoughts on the NSA scandal ; President Obama’s decision to name Ambassador Susan Rice as 

his next national security adviser; recent Senate hearing with members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff over sexual assaults in 

the military 

4) Topics include: Senators Gillibrand and Speier’s participation in the hearing with members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

over sexual assaults in the military / proposed legislation to remove serious crimes, such as rape, murder, and sexual 

assault, away from the chain of command to trained military prosecutors  

5) Topics include: President Obama’s recent summit with Chinese President Xi Jinping; current situation in Syria; the 

NSA scandal 

6) Face the Nation Flashback topic: excerpts of an interview with Michigan Congressman John Dingell, who on Friday, 

became the longest-serving member of Congress in history -- a record fifty-seven years, five months, and twenty-six 

days. 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

06/16/13 Guests: Denis McDonough, White House chief of staff (1); Representative Mike Rogers (R-MI) Chairman, House 

Intelligence Committee (2); Barton Gellman, The Washington Post, The Century Foundation (3); Peggy Noonan, The 

Wall Street Journal (3); David Corn, Mother Jones (3); Rick Stengel, TIME Magazine (3) 

1) Topics include: the question of whether, in the light of recent disclosures, the National Security Agency is 

encroaching on Americans’ privacy; comparison to a seemingly similar controversy in 2004; achieving a balance 

between protecting privacy and protecting national security; the claims of Edward Snowden, the former national security 

contractor now accused of espionage / Iran’s newly elected president and the question of Iran’s nuclear program / U.S. 

considerations in sending some arms help to the Syrian rebels / overtures from North Korea for direct high-level talks / 

President Obama’s upcoming trip to Africa 

2) Topics include: need for the Obama administration to present a comprehensive case to Congress for arming the Syrian 

rebels / the legality of the NSA surveillance programs / the IRS scandal and the question of a White House connection 

3) Topics include: the main questions and implications posed by Barton Gellman’s article in the Washington Post about 

the NSA surveillance program / the need for informed Congressional oversight of secret government protocols / the 

changing social norms about privacy / the election of a moderate as president of Iran / U.S. interests and the arming of 

the Syrian rebels 

 

06/23/13 Guests: Kevin O’Flynn, Global Reporters Network (1); Bob Orr, CBS News Justice Correspondent (2) (6); Major 

Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (2) (6); Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Chairwoman, Senate 

Select Committee on Intelligence (3); Senator Bob Corker (R-TN), Ranking Member, US Senate Committee on Foreign 

Relations (4); Senator Jeff Sessions (R-AL), Senate Committee on the Judiciary (5); Bobby Ghosh, TIME magazine (6); 

Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (6); Susan Page, USA Today (6); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director 

(6) 

1) NSA leaker Edward Snowden’s arrival at the airport in Moscow, Russia 

2) The latest developments in the United States’ case against NSA leaker Edward Snowden, as he attempts to gain 

political asylum in Venezuela or Ecuador 

3) Topics include: the decision made by authorities in Hong Kong to ignore the United States’ extradition request and 

allow Edward Snowden to leave / criticism of Mr. Snowden / damage done by Mr. Snowden in revealing “a program 

which has worked well and disrupted terrorist plots”  

4) Topics include: NSA leaker Edward Snowden; Senator Corker’s role in attaching an amendment regarding border 

security to the Gang of Eight’s immigration bill 

5) Reasons behind Senator Sessions’ opposition to the proposed immigration legislation and the Corker amendment 

6) Topics include: update on the Snowden case / puzzled reaction of Hong Kong authorities to Mr. Snowden’s decision 

to come to Hong Kong / poll results detailing the American public’s opinion of Mr. Snowden / Republican and 

Democrat alignment in their negative opinion of Mr. Snowden / speculation as to how much information Mr. Snowden 

stole / assessment of the damage done to U.S. security; Senate immigration bill / the Corker amendment; the Obama 

administration’s position on Syria and the arming of the Syrian rebels; perception that the FBI is not putting much 

emphasis on the IRS investigation, due to the other controversies facing the Obama administration 

7) Face the Nation Flashback topic: the historical significance of the speeches made in Berlin, Germany by former 

Presidents Kennedy and Reagan 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

06/30/13 Guests: Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (1); General Michael Hayden, former Director, National 

Security Agency (NSA), former Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (2); Ted Olson, former Solicitor General of 

the United States, former President George W. Bush administration (3); Tony Perkins, Family Research Council (4); 

State Senator Wendy Davis (R-TX) (5); Jan Crawford, CBS News Chief Legal Correspondent (6); James Peterson, 

Lehigh University (6); Ben Jealous, President, NAACP (6); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (6); Fernando 

Espuelas, Univision Radio Network (6) 

1) An update on the current situation in Cairo, as people protest against Egyptian president Mohammed Morsi. 

2) Topics include: latest developments in the National Security Agency (NSA) story / belief that President Obama 

should be more aggressive in pursuing NSA leaker Edward Snowden / examples of the damage done by Mr. Snowden / 

investigation of former Joint Chiefs of Staff vice chair James Cartwright for allegedly leaking classified information / 

call for the U.S. government to release more information about its surveillance programs / article in The Washington 

Post on the perceived collaboration of judges at the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court and the government in data 

collection approvals 

3) Topics include: two rulings by the Supreme Court on same-sex marriage -- one that knocked down California's ban, 

Proposition 8, and another decision that struck down key provisions in the 17-year-old federal Defense of Marriage Act / 

Mr. Olson’s role as the lead attorney arguing against California’s Proposition 8 / reasons for his support of marriage 

equality 

4) Topics include: reaction to the Supreme Court’s rulings on same-sex marriage / reasons for Mr. Perkins’ opposition to 

same-sex marriage / plan to use a "containment strategy", by working to keep same-sex marriage illegal in the thirty-

seven states that currently have laws or constitutional amendments banning it 

5) Topics include: reaction to criticism from Texas Governor Rick Perry, following Senator Davis’ eleven-hour-long 

filibuster to stop sweeping new abortion restrictions from passing in the Texas Senate / belief that this issue is being 

used by politicians “to boost their own political aspirations” 

6) Topics include: increase in country-wide legislation seeking to impose restrictions on abortion rights; Supreme 

Court’s decision on the Voting Rights Act; Congress’ work on immigration reform / relationship between Hispanic 

voters and the Republican Party; Mr. Jealous’ reaction to New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s most recent 

comment on that city’s stop and frisk program; the NSA leaks story 

7) Face the Nation Flashback topic: the role CBS News interns play in getting the printed decisions handed down by the 

Supreme Court to the waiting reporters outside 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

06/02/13 “Breakthrough” - a report on a scientific advance that has enabled quadriplegic Jan Scheuermann to control and direct 

a computerized robotic arm simply by using her thoughts, which were relayed to the arm by two sensors which had been 

surgically placed directly on her brain and then connected to the robotic arm. Includes interviews with: Jan 

Scheuermann; Andy Schwartz, neuroscientist, University of Pittsburgh; Dr. Geoffrey Ling, neurologist, program 

manager of the U.S. Defense Department’s Revolutionizing Prosthetics program; Michael McLoughlin, electrical 

engineer, Johns Hopkins University, Maryland; Dr. Elizabeth Tyler-Kabara, neurosurgeon, University of Pittsburgh; 

Johnny Matheny, cancer victim / amputee; Dr. Albert Chi, neurosurgeon, University of Pittsburgh.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: 

Denise Schrier Cetta) (See also: “Brain Power” (OAD: 11/02/08); and “The DEKA Arm” (OAD:  04/12/09)) (OAD: 

12/30/12) 

“Stealing History” - a report on the theft of precious historical artifacts from our National Archives, and what is being 

done to combat this.  The report focuses on Barry Landau, a conman who posed as a “presidential historian” and stole 

thousands of items from various archives.  Includes interviews with: Rod Rosenstein, U.S. Attorney; Paul Brachfeld, 

inspector general of the National Archives; Pat Anderson, director, Maryland Historical Society; Mitch Yockelson, 

Archival Recovery Team agent.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Katherine Davis) (OAD: 10/28/12) 

"Dame Maggie" - an interview / profile of British actress Dame Maggie Smith, now appearing in Downton Abbey, the 

popular PBS series.  Also includes comments by actor/director Dustin Hoffman; and by Julian Fellowes, writer and 

creator of Downton Abbey. (C: Steve Kroft - P: Deirdre Naphin Curran) (OAD: 02/17/13) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

06/09/13 “The Cost of Admission” - a report on allegations that Health Management Associates, a for-profit hospital chain, 

pressured its doctors to admit patients regardless of their medical needs in order to increase their revenues, nearly half of 

which last year came from Medicare and Medicaid programs. Includes interviews with: Nancy Alford, former director of 

case management, HMA hospital in Mesquite, Texas; Drs. Jeff Hamby, Cliff Cloonan, and Scott Rankin, all former 

HMA doctors; John Vollmer, former HMA executive vice president (footage); Alan Levine, HMA executive vice 

president; Paul Meyer, former HMA director of compliance.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Michael Rey, Sam Hornblower, 

Oriana Zill de Granados) (OAD: 12/02/12) 

“Justice Sotomayor” - the first broadcast interview with U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor.  The daughter 

of Puerto Rican immigrants, she is the first Hispanic on the Court.  She discusses her life and career, including the role 

that affirmative action played. Includes brief comments by her mother, Celina Sotomayor.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Henry 

Schuster) (OAD: 01/13/13) 

“God’s Architect” - a report on a unique church, the Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, Spain. The Sagrada Familia has 

been under construction for more than 130 years since architect Antoni Gaudi started working on it in 1883. Long after 

his death, builders are using modern technology to realize the master architect’s vision. Includes interviews with: Gijs 

Van Hensbergen, Gaudi biographer; Jordi Bonet, chief architect of the church; Etsuro Sotoo, Japanese sculptor at the 

church; Mark Burry, lead architect at the church. (C: Lara Logan - P: Max McClellan, Reuben Heyman-Kantor) (OAD: 

03/10/13) 

 

06/16/13 “The Super Cartel” - a report on how Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents and Colombian police 

brought down a huge Colombian drug cartel, a Bogota-based operation that was supplying forty-two percent of the 

Colombian cocaine in the U.S. Includes interviews with: Luis Sierra, ICE Special Agent; Steve Kleppe, ICE Agent, 

Colombia; and an unidentified (identity-concealed) ICE agent. (C: Lara Logan - P: Howard L. Rosenberg) (OAD: 

11/18/12) 

“Luxottica: Sticker Shock” - a report on Luxottica, the Italian eyewear company which is the world’s largest 

manufacturer of optical frames and sunglasses.  The company’s properties include the sunglasses brands Ray-Ban and 

Oakley; the retail chains LensCrafters, Pearle Vision, and Sunglass Hut; they run Target Optical and Sears Optical; and 

they own EyeMed, the nation’s second largest vision-care plan.  Includes interviews with: Luxottica CEO Andrea 

Guerra; Isabella Sola, Luxottica’s product manager; Mark Weikel, president of LensCrafters; Brett Arends, columnist 

for Smartmoney.com. (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-On) (OAD: 10/07/12) 

“Barca” - a report on Barca, the professional soccer team of Barcelona, Spain, and the training system of La Masia, its 

youth academy, which has produced many gifted players.  Includes interviews with: John Carlin, Spanish football 

columnist; Barca players Cesc Fabergas, Gerard Pique, Lionel Messi; and Sandro Rosell, president of the club. (C: Bob 

Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon) (OAD: 01/06/13) See also “Messi”, OAD: 01/09/13 on 60 MINUTES SPORTS (on 

SHOWTIME) 

 

06/23/13 “Evidence of Innocence” - a report on the case of Michael Morton, wrongfully convicted for the murder of his wife in 

1986 and then, after having served twenty-five years in prison, exonerated by DNA testing last year. His prosecutor, 

Williamson County (Texas) District Attorney Ken Anderson, is now being investigated for withholding crucial evidence 

during the trial -- evidence that would have acquitted Morton. Includes interviews with: Michael Morton; John Raley, 

Houston (Texas) attorney; Barry Scheck, attorney, The Innocence Project; Eric Nichols, lawyer for Ken Anderson. This 

rebroadcast includes a brief update at the conclusion of the segment. (C: Lara Logan - P: Andy Court, Anya Bourg) 

(OAD: 03/25/12) 

“Crackdown in Russia” - a report on Pussy Riot, the Russian female punk protest band, who angered Russian 

authorities after they staged an anti-Vladimir Putin rally in Moscow’s largest Orthodox church prior to President Putin’s 

re-election. Two members were sent to labor camps, two are in hiding, and Katya Samutsevich is the only member 

willing to speak publicly and without the group’s trademark mask -- a balaclava. Includes interviews with: Katya 

Samutsevich, band member; Garry Kasparov, chess master; Sergei Markov, a political spokesman for Putin; Pyotr 

Verzilov, husband of imprisoned band member Nadia Tolokonnikova; and disguised band member referred to as “Kot”. 

(C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-On, Alexandra Poolos) (OAD: 03/24/13) 

“Design Thinking” - an interview / profile of product design innovator David Kelley, and his Silicon Valley company, 

IDEO.  His philosophy of mindfully incorporating human behavior into design has resulted in the creation of some of the 

world’s most iconic products, like the stand-up toothpaste tube and the computer mouse for Apple. (C: Charlie Rose - P. 

Katherine Davis) (OAD: 01/06/13) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

06/30/13 “Sheryl Sandberg” - an interview / profile of Sheryl Sandberg, former Google executive and current Chief Operating 

Officer (COO) of Facebook, the social media company. Her book, “Lean In”, speaks of the feminist movement which 

she claims has stalled, and her hopes of women taking on leadership roles. Includes an interview with: Dave Goldberg, 

Sheryl’s husband. (C: Norah O’Donnell - P: Tanya Simon, Deirdre Naphin Curran) (OAD: 03/10/13) 

“McCullough” - Part one of a two-part interview with popular author and historian David McCullough, who discusses, 

among other topics, Harry Truman, negative political campaigning, and the genesis in Philadelphia of the American 

Revolution. (C: Morley Safer - P: David Browning) (OAD: 11/04/12) 

“McCullough” - Part two of a two-part interview with popular author and historian David McCullough, who discusses, 

among other topics, the influence of Paris upon the young Americans who visited the city after the founding of the U.S., 

including Samuel Morse, Augustus Saint-Gaudens, and Charles Sumner.  Includes footage of McCullough in 

conversation with actress Olivia de Havilland.  McCullough also talks about the construction and the meaning of the 

Brooklyn Bridge. (C: Morley Safer - P: David Browning) (OAD: 11/11/12) 

 

48 HOURS 
 

06/01/13 48 HOURS: “fugitive@hotmail.com” (9:00-10:00p) - a report on the three-year international manhunt and eventual 

capture of Dr. Yazeed “Yaz” Essa, a Cleveland doctor accused of murdering his wife, Rosemarie.  In February 2005, 

Rosemarie, the mother of Essa’s two children, was in a minor car accident.  She suffered no physical injuries, but she 

passed out and shortly afterwards died in a Cleveland hospital.  Her best friend, Eva McGregor, voiced her own 

suspicion that Essa had tampered with the calcium supplements that Rosemarie had taken on the morning of her death.  

Weeks later, tests of the calcium tablets proved that she had died of cyanide poisoning.  Police went to charge Essa, but 

he had fled from the U.S. to Canada and eventually to Beirut, Lebanon, where he hid, knowing that he could not be 

extradited back to the U.S.  In October 2006, he went to Cyprus, a country that does have an extradition treaty with the 

U.S.  Interpol and the FBI alerted the Cyprus police that Essa was traveling under an alias; he was apprehended at the 

Larnaca airport and brought in for questioning and fingerprinting.  His true identity was established, and he was arrested 

for using a doctored passport and held in a Cyprus prison.  He fought extradition for two years but was returned to the 

U.S.  In January 2010 his trial began.  His protector in the Middle East and Essa’s brother, Firas, both testified that Essa 

had told them that he had killed his wife by putting cyanide in her calcium pills.  He was found guilty of aggravated 

murder and sentenced to life in prison with the possibility of parole in twenty years.  Onscreen graphic at conclusion: 

The Essa family has asked to visit the children.  For now, Rosemarie’s family won’t allow it.  After the trial, the children 

were told that their father killed their mother.  They haven’t asked about him since.  Includes interviews with: FBI 

Special Agent Phil Torsney; Leila Atassi, reporter, Cleveland Plain Dealer; Dominic DiPuccio, Rosemarie’s brother; Dr. 

Bob Khadar, Essa’s best friend; Firas Essa, Essa’s brother; Alexandra Herrera, Essa’s ex-girlfriend; Julie DiPuccio, 

Rosemarie’s sister-in-law; Stephen Bradley, defense attorney; Detective Gary McKee; Jamal Khalife, Essa’s protector in 

the Middle East; Nayla Souki, Essa’s girlfriend in Beirut; Sergeant Mario Ioannou, Larnaca (Cyprus) Police; Matt 

Meyer, prosecutor; Ana Feralia, prosecutor; Mark Marein, defense attorney.  On screen text graphic update for the 

06/25/11 Rebroadcast: While in prison Essa attempted to sneak in a woman posing as his attorney.  In May, the 

Cuyahoga County Court rejected Essa’s appeal.  On screen text graphic update for the 06/01/13 Rebroadcast: 

Rosie’s brother says her children are thriving in his family. They do not ask about their father. While in prison Essa 

attempted to sneak in a woman posing as his attorney. He was moved to maximum security. All of Yazeed Essa’s 

appeals have been rejected.  (C: Troy Roberts - P: Joshua Yager, Jonathan Leach)  (OAD: 10/09/10; 1st Rebroadcast: 

06/25/11) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

06/01/13 48 HOURS: “The Preacher’s Passion” (10:00-11:00p) - Felicia Tang was an actress and model in Hollywood, CA. 

Her boyfriend, Brian Randone, was an inspirational preacher and one-time reality show contestant. Two months after 

they met in Las Vegas, Tang was living in Randone’s Los Angeles home. After a night of passion, Tang was dead. On 

the morning of September 11, 2009, Randone summoned police because Tang wasn’t breathing. He maintained she 

overdosed on the drug GHB (Gamma hydroxybutyric), which they both took before going to bed. However, police 

didn’t buy the story. Police believed he beat Tang to death because they counted some 320 bruises, lacerations and 

abrasions on her body. The medical examiner who did the autopsy on Tang believes the bruising on her face and bite 

mark on her tongue were a result of Tang’s struggle to breathe. Randone was charged with her murder and after 

prosecutors saw her body, they added another charge: torture. On November 14, 2011, two years after Tang’s death, the 

trial began in a Pasadena courtroom. Prosecutors tried to prove Randone caused Tang’s death, but the defense painted 

Tang as a drug addict and said she died of an overdose. The defense called former San Diego Deputy Medical Examiner 

Dr. Harry Bonnell to the stand. Dr. Bonnell said homicide is impossible in this case because the PEA (pulseless 

electrical activity) found in Felicia’s body proves it. He went on to tell the jury there is no PEA in smothering victims 

and the causes of PEA are drugs or blood volume loss. Prosecution was denied the opportunity to rebut Dr. Bonnell’s 

testimony. The jury came up with the verdict of not guilty of torture and not guilty of murder. Jurors, who did not want 

their names to appear on the episode, claimed Dr. Bonnell’s testimony was crucial in declaring Randone not guilty. 

Several medical examiners “48 HOURS” consulted made clear they would have testified that Dr. Bonnell was incorrect, 

and PEA is possible in smothering. On screen text graphic: Brian Randone is suing various Los Angeles County law 

enforcement agencies for $21 million for false arrest, wrongful imprisonment, and emotional distress.  Interviewed: 

Brian Randone, Felicia Tang’s boyfriend; Detective Richard Doney; Detective Brian Schoonmaker; Christina (no last 

name), Felicia’s best friend; Mike Ferrara, DSport Magazine; Patty and Terry Randone, Brian’s parents; Mark Overland, 

Brian’s defense attorney; Trinka Porrata, Ret. LAPD narcotics officer; Dr. Harry Bonnell, Fmr. San Diego Deputy 

Medical Examiner.  (C: Maureen Maher - P: Chuck Stevenson, Greg Fisher, Sarah Prior) (OAD: 10/20/12) 

 

06/08/13 48 HOURS: “A Fatal Attraction” (9:00-10:00p) - Joanne Witt, a 47-year old engineer in El Dorado Hills, California 

was stabbed to death while she was sleeping on Thursday, June 11, 2009. One month prior to her death Joanne found her 

14-year old daughter Tylar Witt in a compromising situation with 19-year old Stephen Colver. Joanne was a single 

mother and along the way had lost control of Tylar, but exposing her daughter’s relationship with Stephen would prove 

to be their last fight. Joanne tried to stop the relationship once she was aware of it, but the couple denied any 

wrongdoing. When Joanne discovered Tylar’s diary detailing the sexual encounters between the couple, she went 

straight to authorities, and an investigation was opened.  Prosecutor Lissette Suder, in conjunction with Stephen’s 

defense attorney Dain Weiner and Tylar’s lawyer Mark Ralphs, outlined the unfolding sequence of events. Tylar and 

Stephen were afraid of statutory rape charges and after Joanne was dead they decided to rent a hotel room for the night 

in San Francisco. Stephen and Tylar wrote suicide notes, and ate rat poison hoping to die together. When the rat poison 

didn’t work they were on the run until local police officers turned them in. Tylar ended up turning on Stephen once 

prosecutors got involved and at his trial, she testified against him. In the end Stephen was sentenced to life in prison 

without parole, and Tylar pleaded guilty to 2nd degree murder, receiving 15 years to life.  On screen text graphic: 

Tylar Witt is not eligible for parole until 2024; she will be 29 years old. On screen text graphic for the 07/03/12 

Rebroadcast: Tylar Witt is not eligible for parole until 2024. She will be 29 years old. Steven Colver has filed an 

appeal.  On screen text graphic for 06/08/13 Rebroadcast: Tylar Witt is not eligible for parole until 2014. She will be 

29 years old. Norb and Judie Will, Tylar’s grandparents, write to her often but do not visit her in prison. Steven Colver 

has filed an appeal.  Interviewed: prosecutor Lissette Suder; Stephen Colver’s lawyer, Dain Weiner; Mark Ralphs, Tylar 

Witt’s attorney; Joanne Witt’s parents, Norb and Judi Witt; Joanne Witt’s friends, Roxanna Jurgett and Vinnie 

Catapano; Stephen Colver’s mother, Jan Colver.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Ira Sutow, Sue McHugh, Avi Cohen) 

(OAD: 01/28/12; 1st Rebroadcast: 07/03/12) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

06/08/13 48 HOURS: “Secrets of the River” (10:00-11:00p) - Mackenzie Cowell was a high school senior and aspiring model who 

was studying at a beauty school when she made a dinner date with her father, Reid, in February 2010. Mackenzie never 

made dinner, and Reid received a call from police saying his daughter’s car was found abandoned on a ranch, 40 miles from 

their home in Wenatchee, Washington. Four days later Mackenzie was found dead along the banks of the Columbia River. 

She had been strangled, stabbed and beaten. Investigators looked at a list of potential suspects, including her boyfriend, who 

failed part of a lie-detector test, though he had a solid alibi. They talked to her parents, who had gone through a bitter 

divorce. And police talked to her mother’s boyfriend, with whom she had tangled with in the past. Liz Reid, a police 

informant, came forward claiming to have seen the actual murder on videotape -- shot by the killers.  However as the task 

force began to investigate this, a tip came in about Chris Wilson, a classmate of Mackenzie’s from the Academy of Hair 

Design. After police linked DNA at the crime scene to Wilson, he was charged with her murder. Wilson claimed he was 

innocent and his mother hired attorney John Henry Browne.  Police dismissed Liz Reid’s story after she changed it several 

times and they did not find a video. When the task force searched the apartment that Wilson lived in during the time of the 

murder, they found a stain which tested positive for Mackenzie’s DNA. Prior to the trial, D.A. Gary Reisen made Wilson an 

offer -- plead guilty to manslaughter and serve only six-and-half years in prison -- but Wilson turned it down and the trial 

began. Fearing an unfair trial after the jury questionnaires came back believing Wilson was guilty, Chris Wilson accepted a 

new plea deal -- fourteen years in prison in exchange for agreeing to these words: “...I also did recklessly cause the death of 

Mackenzie Cowell by strangulation and by stabbing her with a knife”.  Chris Wilson believes he was framed by law 

enforcement.  On screen text graphic: Christopher Wilson may be eligible for release from prison in 2023. He will be 42 

years old. Former police informant Liz Reid recently received a scholarship to attend the University of Washington.  

Update for the 06/08/13 rebroadcast: Less than a year after the plea deal, Wilson filed a motion to withdraw the guilty 

plea, stating he did not fully understand the consequences of how much time he would spend in prison.  On screen text 

graphic for 06/08/13 rebroadcast: Late yesterday, an appeals judge denied Wilson’s motion to withdraw his guilty plea. 

He said Wilson provided no evidence he misunderstood the plea deal he signed. Chris Wilson’s earliest possible release 

date remains August 2023. He will be 42 years old.  Interviewed: Reid Cowell, Mackenzie’s father; Sandy Francis, Reid’s 

fiancee; Joaquin Villasano, Mackenzie’s boyfriend; Detective John Kruse, Wenatchee Police Dept.; Robbin Wagg, Douglas 

County Chief Deputy; Liz Reid, police informant; Wendy Cowell, Mackenzie’s mother; Christopher Wilson, Mackenzie’s 

classmate; Jefferson Robbins, investigative reporter, The Wenatchee World, CBS News consultant; Kathleen Zornes, 

Wilson’s mother; Amelia Savage, Wilson’s best friend; John Henry Browne, Wilson’s attorney; Emma Scanlon, Wilson’s 

attorney; Gary Reisen, prosecutor; Emmanuel “Buddah” Cerros, accused by Liz Reid of Mackenzie’s murder.  (C: Peter 

Van Sant - P: James Stolz) (OAD: 11/10/12) 

 

06/15/13 48 HOURS: “The Accuser” - a followup to “Dream Killer” (OAD: 02/18/06) and “The Lost Night” (OAD: 03/26/11). 

Correspondent Erin Moriarty and the 48 HOURS team have been investigating the murder of sports editor Kent Heitholt 

and the bizarre circumstances that have put Ryan Ferguson in prison for the crime. Heitholt was found bludgeoned and 

strangled in 2001. Two years later, police got a tip that Charles Erickson had told a friend that he and Ryan Ferguson may 

have committed the crime because they were out drinking the night of the murder and had decided to rob someone, but his 

memory of the incident was foggy. Based on Erickson’s confession, both were arrested and tried for murder.  During the 

trial, Erickson offered key details in his testimony that were not part of his initial confession. Both were found guilty. Ryan 

Ferguson received a forty year sentence. Ferguson’s father’s unceasing efforts to prove his son’s innocence led to the 

discovery of evidence contradicting Erickson’s story. Then Jerry Trump, a trial witness, recanted his testimony. With the 

assistance of attorney Kathleen Zellner, a new hearing was secured. Then Erickson’s story changed again. He agreed to 

speak exclusively to 48 HOURS to reveal new details about how his confession put both men in prison. He said he has lied 

before and exonerated Ryan Ferguson, but his new version of the story also had its problems. Jerry Trump said he felt 

pressured to lie during the trial and was haunted by his testimony. The appeal commenced. It was denied; the judge sided 

with the Missouri attorney general and said that Erickson was far more credible seven years ago than he is today. The 

conviction stands.  On screen text graphic: Kathleen Zellner has appealed this latest decision. It’s Ryan Ferguson’s 

thirteenth attempt to overturn his conviction.  Update for the 06/15/13 rebroadcast: The case caught the eye of one of the 

owners of the Los Angeles Rams inspiring him to produce a feature documentary. On screen text graphic for the 06/15/13 

rebroadcast: Ryan Ferguson is appealing the judge’s decision. Ferguson also applied to the governor of Missouri for a 

pardon. The request is being considered.  Interviewed: Ryan Ferguson; his father, Bill Ferguson; the accused Chuck 

Erickson; sports writer Michael Boyd; janitor/witness Shawna Ornt; attorney Kathleen Zellner; forensic pathologist Dr. 

Larry Blum. (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Gail Abbott Zimmerman) (OAD: 02/23/13) (See also: 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Dream 

Killer”, OAD: 02/18/06; and 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Lost Night”, OAD: 03/26/11, which is a followup to “Dream 

Killer”) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

06/22/13 48 HOURS: “Lina’s Heart” - Lina Kaufman was a married mother of two when one morning her husband found her in the 

bathroom, slumped over a magazine rack. Adam Kaufman called 911 and unsuccessfully tried to revive her. Lina’s death 

gripped Aventura, Florida because she was 33-years-old when she died in 2007, and the circumstances around her death 

were strange. For eighteen months, Adam says he badgered the Dade County, Florida medical examiner’s office seeking a 

conclusive explanation for his wife’s death. They thought she may have had an allergic reaction to a spray tan, but in April 

2009, Adam was charged with killing his wife by “mechanical asphyxiation”. The trial began in May 2012 and the 

prosecution led the jury to believe the couple had an unhappy marriage, and fought the morning of Lina’s death. Adam’s 

defense no longer blamed Lina’s death on her spray tan because there wasn’t enough evidence to support it, and instead they 

attacked what they believed to be a botched investigation by the police. There was bruising and abrasions found on Lina’s 

arms and legs and the defense said this was from Lina being moved from room to room by firefighters, and not a struggle 

with Adam. Moreover the defense said Lina died of natural causes and undiagnosed heart failure, more specifically acute 

and chronic myocarditis. Adam himself, and Lina’s mother, Frida Aizman, both testified about Lina’s prior fainting spells.  

Frida Aizman shared her support and love for Adam while on the stand. After eight hours, the jury reached a verdict of not 

guilty. On screen text graphic: Adam Kaufman plans to write a book about his ordeal. Interviewed: Adam Kaufman, 

Lina’s husband; Seth Kaufman, Adam’s twin brother; Elaine Kaufman, Adam’s mother; Frida Aizman, Lina’s mother; 

Melissa Fedowitz and Jennifer Ben Sadon, Lina’s friends; Kathleen Hoague, prosecutor; Michael Castro, first responder; 

Kimberly Burk, paramedic; Bill Matthewman, defense attorney; Al Milian, defense attorney; Anna Howell, crime scene 

technician; Joe Mansfield, prosecutor; Dr. Gregory Davis, medical examiner.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Lisa Freed) (OAD: 

10/27/12) 

 

06/29/13 48 HOURS: “The Hunt for Mr. Wright” - a report on George Wright, who was sentenced to prison for the 1962 murder 

of New Jersey service station owner Walter Patterson, and who after spending 8 years in prison, escaped, and spent 40 years 

on the run from the authorities. This report follows a five-decade search of the task force comprised of the FBI, U.S. 

Marshals and New Jersey Department of Corrections officers as they searched the world for him, and Ann Patterson’s fight 

to bring her father’s killer to justice. In 1962, George Wright and Walter McGhee pleaded no contest to the murder of 

Walter Patterson, who was beaten and shot during a robbery at his Wall Township, NJ, Esso station. McGhee got life 

became the fatal bullet matched his gun; Wright got 15-30 years. Eight years later, George Wright escaped from jail. In 

1972, dressed as a priest, Wright smuggled a gun on an airplane as part of an elaborate hijack plot to hijack the airplane 

with members of a black militant movement. They demanded $1 million, one of the largest ransoms for a hijacking at that 

time. The hijackers also wanted a flight to Algeria, which they got, and George Wright disappeared again. He successfully 

dodged authorities and drifted around France, Germany and Portugal, until he found the perfect place to hide, the tiny west 

African country of Guinea Bissau. And unbelievably, he did good deeds and helped the poor while there, marrying the 

daughter of an influential Portuguese general and fathering two children. To many, his criminal past was an open secret. He 

lived there 13 years, eventually getting citizenship under an assumed name, Jose Luis Jorge Dos Santos. After almost 50 

years, the task force hit paydirt and in 2011, George Wright was cornered in a Lisbon cafe. But the victory was short-lived: 

Portuguese authorities dismissed the U.S. demand for extradition, claiming that despite his phony identification, Wright was 

a Portuguese citizen and they were not obligated to turn him over. Last summer, with no obvious way to bring him to 

justice, the Patterson family made an appeal on Capitol Hill for help. And now, it seems that George Wright has disappeared 

again.  On screen text graphic: The Justice Department says it did not pursue further appeals in this case. Updated on 

screen text graphics for the 06/29/13 rebroadcast: The U.S. government says it will continue to pursue the extradition of 

George Wright to face justice in the United States.  Interviewed: Ann Patterson and her daughters Jackie and Terry; R. J. 

Gallagher, retired FBI agent; Dan Klotz, U.S. Marshall; Rick Cope, NJ Department of Corrections; Walter McGhee, 

accomplice; Mike Finkel, GQ magazine writer, who interviewed George Wright, who is heard on tape from the interview; 

Capt. William May, pilot of hijacked Delta Airlines flight; Elaine Ottevaere, passenger on hijacked plane; Curtis Reed, 

Guinea Bisseau aid worker; Hannes Stegemann and Pedro Dalman, both who knew Wright in Guinea Bisseau; John 

Blacken, former U.S. Ambassador to Guinea Bisseau (1986-1989); Jonathan Winer, former State Department official. (C: 

Susan Spencer - P: Joshua Yager, Mead Stone, Jonathan Leach) (OAD: 12/01/12) 
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BROOKLYN DA 
 

06/04/13 BROOKLYN DA - the second broadcast of a six-part news documentary series focusing on an eclectic group of men and 

women in the Kings County (Brooklyn, NY) District Attorney’s Office and their lives inside and outside of the courtroom.  

Tonight’s topics, presented in an alternating, segmented format, include: (1) “The Death of Officer Peter Figoski” - the 

conclusion of the case against the killer of Officer Figoski, who was found guilty and sentenced to prison.  Narrator / 

profiled: Ken Taub, Deputy District Attorney, Chief, Homicide Bureau. Segment Producers: Ruth Chenetz, Elena DiFiore.  

(2) “Art Theft” - the continuing implementation of a high-tech undercover sting involving a famous art collection.  Narrator 

/ profiled: Lawrence Oh, Assistant District Attorney, Bureau Chief, Rackets Division. Also includes comments by Michael 

Vecchione, Chief, Rackets Division.  Segment Producer: Lisa Freed.  (3) “Deadly Surgery” - the successful pursuance of a 

grand jury indictment of a doctor who performed a liposuction procedure on a former model, resulting in her death.  

Narrator / profiled: Michael Vecchione, Chief, Rackets Division.  Segment Producer: Susan Mallie. 

 

06/11/13 BROOKLYN DA - the third broadcast of a six-part news documentary series focusing on an eclectic group of men and 

women in the Kings County (Brooklyn, NY) District Attorney’s Office and their lives inside and outside of the courtroom.  

Tonight’s topics include: (1) “Art Theft” - the conclusion of the high-tech art heist sting, subsequent arrest and eventual 

indictment of an alleged art thief.  Narrator / profiled: Lawrence Oh, Assistant District Attorney, Bureau Chief, Rackets 

Division. Also includes comments by Michael Vecchione, Chief, Rackets Division; and Detective Investigator Patrick 

Lanigan.  Segment Producer: Lisa Freed.  (2) “Guatemalan Fire Tragedy” - the case against, and ultimate conviction of an 

arsonist who set fire to a Brooklyn tenement, resulting in the death of five people.  Narrator / profiled: Howard Jackson, 

Assistant District Attorney, Homicide Bureau.  Segment Producers: Alec Sirken, Taigi Smith. 

 

06/22/13 BROOKLYN DA - the fourth broadcast of a six-part news documentary series focusing on an eclectic group of men and 

women in the Kings County (Brooklyn, NY) District Attorney’s Office and their lives inside and outside of the courtroom.  

Tonight’s topics include: (1) “Bones” - details of the investigation into an illegal bone and body tissue harvesting business 

in which one of the victims was famed journalist, television personality and broadcaster Alistair Cooke.  Narrators/profiled: 

Patricia McNeill, Executive Assistant District Attorney, Rackets Division; and Josh Hanshaft, Executive Assistant District 

Attorney, Rackets Division.  Also includes comments by Michael Vecchione, Chief, Rackets Division.  Segment producers: 

Kim Kennedy, Susan Mallie.  (2) “My Dead Mother” - the case of a man who impersonated his dead mother to avoid losing 

a multi-million dollar home and access to his mother’s income.  Narrators/profiled: Joe Alexis, Assistant District Attorney; 

and Richard Farrell, Assistant District Attorney.  Also includes comments by Tom Farley, Detective Investigator, Brooklyn 

DA; and Judge Vincent M. Del Giudice.  Segment Producer: Ruth Chenetz.  (3) “EPIC - John’s School” - a look at two 

programs offered by the Brooklyn DA’s office: The Ending Prostitution In Communities (EPIC) program is a six-week 

alternative to incarceration program designed for adults arrested for prostitution-related offenses; and Project Respect (John 

School) is an alternative to incarceration program designed for first time offenders arrested for patronizing a prostitute.  

Narrators: William Petty, Supervising Detective Investigator, Kings County DA’s Office; Rhonnie Jaus, Chief, Sex Crimes 

and Crimes Against Children Division; Alison Trenk, Social Worker, Brooklyn DA; and Rosetta Menifee, Presenter, 

Brooklyn DA.  Segment Producer: Taigi Smith. 

 

06/29/13 BROOKLYN DA - the fifth broadcast of a six-part documentary series focusing on an eclectic group of men and women in 

the Kings County (Brooklyn, NY) District Attorney’s Office and their lives inside and outside of the courtroom. Tonights 

topics include: (1) “Bones” - the conclusion of the investigation into an illegal bone and body tissue harvesting business in 

which one of the victims was famed journalist, television personality and broadcaster Alistair Cooke.  Narrators/profiled: 

Patricia McNeill, Executive District Attorney, Rackets Division; and Josh Hanshaft, Executive Assistant District Attorney, 

Rackets Division. Also included comments by Michael Vecchione, Chief, Rackets Division. Segment producers: Kim 

Kennedy, Susan Mallie. (2) “Elevator Crush” - a prosecutor seeks justice for a woman almost killed and left maimed by a 

Christmas day elevator disaster at a Brooklyn hospital. Narrator/profiled: Lawrence Oh, Assistant District Attorney, Bureau 

Chief, Rackets Division. Segment producer: Lisa Freed. (3) “Vecchione Profile” - Michael Vecchione, chief of the Rackets 

Division, addresses the allegations of misconduct that are forcing him to defend his reputation.  Narrator/profiled: Michael 

Vecchione, Chief, Rackets Division.  Segment producer: Liza Finley. 
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CBS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SPECIAL 
 

06/30/13 “What’s So Funny About Religion” - This program features a variety of voices from various religious traditions, and the 

humor often hidden within religion, faith and conversation.  (1) Lewis Black, a well-known comedian, playwright and 

contributor on “The Daily Show”, speaks of his relationship with organized religion and why some matters of faith figure 

into his work.  (2) Since 2007, Reverend Susan Sparks has served as Senior Minister at Madison Avenue Baptist Church in 

New York City. Before attending seminary, Susan worked as a corporate trial lawyer and studied the art of stand-up in order 

to help her connect better with juries. She has since left the corporate life for the call of ministry, but still performs in 

comedy clubs.  (3) Father Jim Martin, SJ, a Jesuit Priest, book author, contributing editor at America magazine, and official 

chaplain of “The Colbert Report” on Comedy Central, uses his comic sensibility to spread the gospel.  (4) Matt Weber is 

seen once a week as creator and host of “Word with Weber” on Catholic TV, an international TV network based in 

Watertown, Massachusetts.  Part of a new generation of Catholics, Weber models himself after CBS legend Andy Rooney, 

and in a few short minutes, delivers a quirky and humorous take on life as a twenty-something Catholic.  (5) Azhar Usman, a 

Muslim born and raised in Skokie, Illinois, and Mo Amer, an Arab American of Palestinian descent, discuss why Muslim-

Arab comedy is finally coming into its own.  The two toured as part of the Muslim-Arab comedy tour “Allah Made Me 

Funny” with comedian Preacher Moss. They use humor to talk about life as a religious and ethnic minority in America.  

(Narrator: Ted Holmes.  Producer & Writer: Elizabeth Kineke.  Associate Producer: Kathleen Fieffe.  Director & Executive 

Producer: John P. Blessington.  Produced in consultation with: National Council of Churches; The Islamic Society of North 

America; New York Board of Rabbis; A Consortium of Roman Catholic Organizations.) 
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