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4/3/22 STUART ZAKIM, CANNABIS ADVOCATE/PRESIDENT & CEO OF PRESIDENT OF 
BRIDGESTRATEGIC.COM, provided insight into a decision by the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory 
Commission to hold off on approving conditional licenses for medical marijuana facililies to sell adult-use 
pot due to lack of proof there would be enough supply, the stigma associated with adult-use cannabis 
and why some towns are hesitant to embrace allowing businesses to sell it there, as well as 
misconceptions and financial benefits legal weed can provide.  

4/10/22 CLIFF BAKER, TOMS RIVER RESIDENT/PRESIDENT OF DINE ON US, discussed formation of a new 
non-profit to help local military service men and women after learning125 military families residing at 
Joint Base-McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst are living in poverty. The non-profit encourages people to purchase 
gift cards to area restaurants and entertainment venues to donate to military families and holds 
fundraisers to help pay for the gift cards. 

4/17/22 MICHAEL CASTELLANO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF FOOD FOR THOUGHT IN ASBURY PARK, 
discussed how the non-profit is trying to lower the city's high unemployment rate by using a mobile food 
truck to provide local youth with work opportunities and future careers, 
how the food truck became a literal vehicle for change thanks to a local restaurant owner, how training 
works, the response from the community, success stories, how the food truck helped provide meals in 
the city during the Covid-19 pandemic, and an upcoming food truck festival event the non-profit is doing 
in Freehold. 

4/24/22 TOM ARNONE, MONMOUTH COUNTY COMMISSIONER DIRECTOR AND LIASON TO THE COUNTY 
DIVISION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, discussed the upcoming "Made In Monmouth event," to 
promote local businesses, how the event got started, the financial benefits of shopping local, how it 
benefits vendors, the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic had on area businesses, and the outlook of the 
summer tourism season for restaurants, hotels and beaches. 

5/1/22 MAI CLEARY, PRESIDENT AND CEO OF OASIS TLC (THERAPUTIC LEARNING CENTER) FARMSTEAD 
IN MONMOUTH COUNTY, discussed how the non-profit was started and then able to purchase a farm 
where autistic teens and adults learn job and life skills post-high school, vocational skills they offer, 
criteria for accepting students for the program and for housing, recreational programs, upcoming 
fundraisers and how the charity adjusted during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

5/8/22 DAWN MASSABNI, RUMSON MOTHER AND FOUNDER OF THE MADDY MASSSABNI FOUNDATION 
FOR TOXIC SHOCK AWARENESS, shared the story of losing her 19-year-old daughter in 2017 and how 
such a tragedy is preventable, explained exactly what toxic shock syndrome is, how many females it 



impacts, signs and symptoms, complications, how it can be prevented, how she continues to spread 
awareness since the loss of her daughter, and provided details of "Butterflies for Maddy," an upcoming 
fashion show fundraiser at Brookdale Community College in Monmouth County.  

5/15/22 ANDREW SHERWOOD, VIDEOGRAPHER, discussed filming a documentary about New Jersey's 
only recorded lynching that took place in Eatontown, Monmouth County in 1886, what it was like being 
able to capture soil being collected from the site and seeing volunteers find a piece of brick from the jail 
where 66-year-old Samuel "Mingo Jack" Johnson was hung, interviewing people closely associated with 
the project the raise awareness about the tragedy, and the message he hopes to portay through the 
documentary for future generations. 

5/22/22 DANIELLE SAMMUT, 7TH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS TEACHER, AND MS. MONMOUTH COUNTY 
20-22, KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL MEMBER, discussed how she has spearheaded several book drives as 
part of her Literacy Platform and her current involvement in a book drive to restock the Neptune City 
Library, the importance of getting children interested in reading at a young age to develop skills in the 
areas of vocabulary, comprehension, critical thinking, attention and stress reduction, disatvantages of 
not having access to books, and an upcoming  two-part "Readers Become Leaders," assemly for students 
to wrap-up the book drive. 

5/29/22 SUSAN JACOBSON, DIRECTOR OF EXTERNAL AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS, LUSTGARTEN 
FOUNDATION/PANCREATIC RESEARCH, discussed the return of the organizations in-person "Walk for 
Pancreatic Research" in Long Branch on June 4th, since the Covid-19 pandemic, how the foundation got 
started, how Long Branch was chose as one of its nationwide cities for the fundraiser, and how 100-
percent of the proceeds go toward research for a possible cure. 

6/5/22 JAMES BURNS, ANTI-BULLYING EXPERT AND AUTHOR FROM OCEAN COUNTY, discussed recent 
mass shootings in the U-S in which the profile pattern of many of the perpetrators has been defined by 
U-S lawmakers as being young men, between the ages of 18 and 21, and often described as loners or 
victims of bullying. He also discussed signs or red flags parents, teachers, and aquaintances should pay 
attention to as possible indicators someone might be troubled or need help and mental health programs 
in schools as possible solutions to help students cope with issues at an early age. 

6/12/22 MATT BINDER, ADVOCACY MANAGER FOR EASTER SEALS NEW JERSEY, discussed one-on-one 
meetings representatives have been setting up with more than a dozen state lawmakers to ensure the 
organization receives a portion of federal Covid-19 economic relief New Jersey received to continue its 
Day Rehabilitiation and Tele-health programs to be able to continue serving its four-thousand members 
and their families, how the programs are crucial in helping people with disabilities cope with mental 
health issues, learn job training skills, and teach them how to become independent, how the 
organization coped during the pandemic, changes implemented and how is faring now. 

6/19/22 TIM LISTON, U-S CONSUL GENERAL IN MUNICH GERMANY, discussed returning to his 
hometown of Toms River as part of the "Homeland Diplomat Program" in which U-S foreign sevice 
officers go back to where they grew up to talk about what they do in terms of U-S policy, how he 
became interested in this career path, what it has been like working under four Administrations, biggest 
accomplishments in negotiating for the U-S, most fearful moments, favorite/least favorite things about 
his job, and how a person can become a U-S diplomat.  



6/26/22 CHERYL ION, POINT PLEASANT MOTHER WHOSE 16-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER HAS ALOPECIA, 
discussed how a new drug approved by the FDA to treat the hair loss condition will be life-changing, the 
struggles she had to go through to get insurance approval for use of a similar experimental drug used for 
rheumatoid arthritis to treat her daughter, the cost involved, and how it worked to fully regrow her hair. 


