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KTSC-FM provides its listeners with long-form programming, news stories and public service 
announcements that address issues of concern to our local community. Among the issues 
determined to be of most concern to the community during the preceding calendar quarter were: 

 
• COVID-19 in Pueblo 
• COVID-19 Vaccines 
• Wastewater testing monitoring SARS CoV2 levels in Pueblo 
• COVID-19 Paid Leave 
• Mentoring Pueblo Youth 
• State Park Fee Increase 
• Mental health and wellness during the pandemic 
• Healthcare and access 
• Shelter pet adoption 
• Drinking and driving 
• Texting and driving 
• Child seat safety 
• Autism Awareness 
• Stroke Awareness 
• Childhood hunger 
• Suicide prevention and awareness 
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ISSUE: 
How has the pandemic affected operations at CSU Pueblo? 

Discussion of Issue: 
The pandemic is nearing its one-year anniversary in Pueblo. The university has been agile in 
developing campus operations plans that coincide with the state’s COVID dial and adjusting 
operations accordingly based on the spread of the virus in our community. Throughout this 
time, we’ve seen students, faculty and staff adjust to varying levels of remote work and 
limited in-person operations with reduced capacity. The university also implemented weekly 
testing requirements for faculty, students and staff and deployed an online health portal for 
employees and students to use to monitor their daily temperatures and symptoms. 
Throughout the pandemic we’ve known colleagues who have tested positive for the virus, 
had to become caretakers for family members who were infected, and have also experienced 
the loss of colleagues on our campus due to the deadly virus. Issues such as mental health, 
paid leave and hy-flex work options became frequent points of discussion and resources and 
other options were developed to try and assist campus stakeholders as we continue to live 
and work through a pandemic.   

 
Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of programs, 
including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are illustrative examples 
of such programming: 

 
Discussion of Issue: 

 
a. T-Wolf Talk 01/10/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:48 a.m. 
 
Dr. Donna Souder Hodge, Chief Strategy Officer, Executive Director of Organizational 
Development, and COVID-19 Response and Planning team leader for CSU-Pueblo addressed 
the role good communication plays when it comes to handling situations such as global 
pandemics. She explained while she may not be an expert in the medical field, her 
responsibility is to facilitate the jobs of those who are. Dr. Souder Hodge details how the 
university and Wolf Pack Wellness Center independently managed to administer over 1,000 
coronavirus tests during the fall semester and how the executive leadership team chose to not 
charge employees or students for testing but rather take care of the expenses themselves. She 
explained the need to partner with an outside vendor to increase testing due to the university’s 
plans to have every student and staff member tested weekly. She explained the test site has the 
ability to do the antigen test, which is rapid but slightly less accurate. However, they also offer 
a PCR test, which is a more certain way to tell whether you’re infected or not. Dr. Souder 
Hodge discussed the new portal called “Smart Return to Work,” where both students and 
faculty will go to do a mandatory daily health screening on their mobile device that’s necessary 
for admission into any building and describes other aspects of the portal. She mentions plans 
for the beginning the spring semester with the majority of students and staff in a remote 
learning environment and February 1st is the target date for moving to orange level operations 
meaning more in-person activities. Also, she provides directions and options for people who 
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test positive when they return to campus. Dr. Souder Hodge acknowledges how these uncertain 
times can take a toll on the mental health of not only students, but employees as well. She 
discusses the counseling opportunities for anyone on campus struggling with mental health and 
the abundance of resources for students, to help them with whatever their needs may be. She 
also talks about how we can work with students and build community even through the 
pandemic, which is a huge aspect of campus health. She also takes us through the dynamic of 
sports teams and how that will look with safety measures and training, as well as the testing 
requirements for those who are out of state, on campus, and commuters. Dr. Souder Hodge 
advises students to recognize the opportunities this uncertain time has presented and to not let 
the pandemic impede their success. (Local).  
 
b. T-Wolf Talk 03/07/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:53 a.m. 

 
Jennifer Martin-White, Employment Specialist at CSU Pueblo and Dr. Donna Souder-Hodge 
Chief Strategy Officer, Executive Director of Organizational Development, and COVID-19 
Response and Planning team leader for CSU-Pueblo discussed how human relations operations 
have been affected by the pandemic. They explained that pre-pandemic, options for 
professional development were being implemented as part of the university’s guiding 
principles to “develop people.” They also explained how flexible work became the standard 
during the pandemic instead of just an idea. They noted that being able to work at any time is 
an agility that wouldn’t have been able to happen without the pandemic. ‘Flex work’ is 
something that people have consistently asked for, and our guests defined it as ‘where people 
are familiar with working remotely on a daily basis and with perhaps more hours’ and it’s 
something that people were looking for, even before the pandemic. They also discussed the 
“Family First Coronavirus Response Act, ” a federal law that increased paid sick leave and 
funding for testing and other auxiliary services. The act ended officially on December 31, 
2020, but it’s been replaced by the “Healthy Families Workplace Act,” which offers public 
health emergency leave, which is available on the basis of specific public health reasons, not 
necessarily COVID-19 related. This came into effect Jan 1, 2021. It offers employees 80 hours 
of paid leave during the entirety of the crisis. Leave expires four weeks after the public health 
emergency is declared to be over. They also explained that COVID-19 has created some really 
good lessons from the pandemic in terms of bringing mental health to a discussion point, which 
helps create a better work/life balance. Jennifer shared that the process for submitting a leave 
request can be done through the portal, but that sick leave has always been able to be used for 
mental health, and since people are talking about it, it’s less of a stigmatized occurrence. 	
CSU Pueblo is doing specific things to enhance the appeal of campus, to be the ‘preferred 
employer.’ Instead of removing positions and even programs, as other similar sized campuses 
have done, the COVID-19 Response Team earmarked money for professional development and 
devoted a lot of time to keeping campus as open and available as possible to provide resources 
to everyone. (Local).	
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c. T-Wolf Talk 03/14/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:48 a.m. 
Psychiatric/Mental Health Nurse Practitioner and the Interim Director of the Counseling Center 
at CSU Pueblo Joe Smiley talks about how she responds to students who express stress over the 
pandemic, how they can cope, and what the university has to offer. She also talked about the 
common issues students come to her with, including isolation, anxiety, and loss. The 
counseling center is flexible and accepts walk-ins. A lot of the time, students don’t know who 
to turn to, and Joe likes to take the approach where she lets a student get the emotions out of 
their system before she prescribes a solution. Joe noted that meds are helpful, but they are 
never the answer. Before the pandemic hit, Joe primarily treated students, however, the 
university did a study during the summer and results showed that the staff were describing 
symptoms of burnout. A lot of discontent has been fostered related to COVID-19, so Joe began 
programs in November that provided counseling services for the staff. There are support groups 
for faculty, therapy groups, including art therapy, for staff. Joe describes burnout as when 
you’re not getting the same amount of satisfaction from your job that you usually do, usually 
during long, drawn-out periods of stress. She recommends sleep as a very important part of a 
healthy brain. Since we are not moving as much, we aren’t sleeping as well, and insomnia is on 
the rise. Sleep patterns have been affected by anxiety, as well as the fact that we aren’t at our 
normal pattern. Our behavior patterns are different, so our bodies don’t know when they need 
to go to sleep. Joe also says that walking as exercise, eating meals at relatively the same time 
every day, and tech discipline will help train your brain to have a more regular pattern. Joe says 
that even though online school is difficult, you should take the best possible steps to harness 
the experience. She realizes that coming back to school might be stressful given that we’ve 
been told throughout the year that interaction can be dangerous, but she encourages students to 
enjoy their time, keeping with the safety protocols, and they should be comforted in the broader 
scope of the fact that it is becoming safer and safer every day. Joe recommends that, for friends 
who have expressed concerns with suicide, you let them know that you’re there for them and 
that you’re paying attention. Be genuine with them. The feeling of being overwhelmed is very 
scary, and we’ve all experienced it. We want to help get those feelings changed. Joe explained 
that people can call the counseling center anytime, and they will get what the student needs to 
the best of their ability. Joe says that there is a stigma against saying that you need help, and a 
lot of people don’t know how to work through it. Part of getting through the stigma, for them, 
is helped by the school’s “Mental Health Mondays,” where there is a Zoom session that teaches 
students about stress relieving practices, i.e. breathing exercises. Joe wants us to know that 
language in terms of mental health can be used in shame as opposed to constructively. For 
example, ‘should’ is often used to describe mentally unhealthy behavior, and Joe recommends 
that you use ‘could have’ instead. The counseling center has a lot of services, including 
accudetox staff, family therapy counseling, and a puppy. There is talk of VR as anxiety therapy 
being a tool that may come to the counseling center soon. Other services include support 
groups, accudetox outreach to sports teams, and an emphasis on wellness. Joe did a qualitative 
study on the staff at CSU Pueblo, and the overwhelming majority of the answers she received 
were burnout-related. Joe says that being stressed is part of human existence, and she and her 
staff are here to help. (Local). 
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ISSUE: 
Why is mentoring important?  

Discussion of Issue: 

January is National Mentoring Month. The Pueblo Mentoring Collaborative was established in 
2013 and “builds on current resources and addresses gaps in mentoring by developing a 
community-wide system for communication and engaging, supporting and sustaining high 
quality mentoring for Pueblo youth, young adults and families. PMC is sponsored by the House 
Bill 1451 Collaborative Management Program.”  The need for mentors in Pueblo is at an all-
time high and the PMC worked throughout January to encourage community members to 
volunteer as mentors. The National Mentoring Partnership shows that mentors “play a powerful 
role in providing young people with the tools to make responsible choices, attend and engage in 
school and reduce or avoid risky behavior drug use. In turn, you are more likely to be enrolled 
in college, report participating in sports or extracurricular activities, volunteer in their 
communities and hold a leadership position in a club or sports team.” PMC has over six 
member organizations and they work with local high schools, middle schools and other 
agencies throughout Pueblo to connect youths with mentors.  We interviewed leaders from 
several partner organizations to discuss their efforts and to shed light on the need for mentors in 
Pueblo and to highlight the work that these organizations do with youths in the community.  

 
Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of programs, 
including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are illustrative examples 
of such programming: 

 
Discussion of Issue: 

 
a. T-Wolf Talk 01/24/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:33 a.m. 

 
Pueblo Mentoring Collaborative Coordinator Tanya Simental clarified what exactly the Pueblo 
Mentoring Collaborative is. She stated they are a “one-to-one based program,” that works with 
schools out of both District 60 and District 70 to pair students with mentors. Simental said due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, their program is operating completely online, but this has actually 
stimulated the creativeness of the students and how they reach out to their mentors. She 
continues by breaking down some of the COVID-19 guidelines they have to follow based on 
certain factors such as the school’s policy that they are working with. Simental went on to list 
some organizations the PMC has partnered with and then explained what all being a mentor 
entails and the significance of it. She touched on how the students are adapting to having to 
meet with their mentors completely remote and how some students rather meet with their 
mentors virtually. She then goes in to talking about the constant need for additional mentors 
and provides the stat, “One in three kids, as statistics show, will grow up without ever having a 
mentor.” After talking about both the dire need for more mentors and how a person can become 
a mentor, Simental shared some advice for those who are considering becoming mentors. She 
suggested the best way for “…overcoming the negativity and that feeling of hopelessness is 
giving of ourselves.” Later, she describes the process of how the mentors get matched with 
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their mentees and vice versa. Following this information, Simental tells about how long a 
mentor is a part of a mentee's life for, claiming every program is different but occasionally just 
because the mentorship has ended, “…doesn’t mean that the relationship concludes, it’s just a 
transition into a different relationship.” Because January is National Mentoring 
Month, Simental recommended letting your mentor know how they’ve impacted your life.  

 
b. T-Wolf Talk 02/21/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:20 a.m. 

 
First Presbyterian Church Site Coordinator Roger Ganger explained his responsibilities are as a 
site coordinator, which includes acquainting people with the mentorship process and evaluating 
what is working and isn’t in the mentorship field. He does mainly administrative work, 
providing mentor feedback in the congregation and the community. Ganger discusses January 
being National Mentor Month, and emphasizing its importance to his own congregation. He 
noted that the qualifications for being a mentor are consistency, timeliness, and authenticity. 
Ganger shared that most of the mentors he works with are very good with kids, and most of the 
mentees are kids. Mentors find the mentoring program at First Presbyterian worthwhile, and 
they often have repeat volunteers. On his agenda for 2021 is addressing the huge need for 
mentorship in the Pueblo community, including a need for tutoring in math and reading. The 
church contributes in the form of books, and that coupled with people experienced with kids is 
a game changer. Ganger caters to Pueblo as a whole, specializing in Beulah currently. Other 
services First Presbyterian offers to the community include missions, Cooperative Care, 
supports 11 organizations financially, study programs of the Bible and a sandwich drive for the 
homeless. He also discusses the impact that COVID-19 has had on church operations, detailing 
the organized and safe approach First Presbyterian has to in-person services and online options. 
First Presbyterian is open to talk with anyone about community missions, welcoming 
volunteers and support. He shared that the church was planning on having a large celebration in 
2020 for their 150th anniversary, but have postponed that until later this year. First Presbyterian 
has been added to Colorado’s Historical Building Registry, and so repairs are hard to come by 
and they welcome help with that as well. (Local). 
 
c. T-Wolf Talk 02/28/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:53 a.m. 

 
State of Grace Supervisor Courtney Palmer discussed the services provided by State of Grace. 
She explained that it is a drug and alcohol behavioral health-counseling agency, specializing in 
substance abuse and mental health disorders. They offer intensive outpatient care, are certified 
Medicaid providers, and counsel kids in D60 schools, elementary, middle, and high school. She 
explained that they are there as extra support for the kids, whether it be venting, 
decompression, or learning coping skills. They try to help kids in stressful situations learn how 
to help themselves and deal with the situation. She discussed that needs for different kids vary. 
Sometimes it’s on the basis of needing a friend, and sometimes it’s more severe, like drug 
abuse or mental illness. The school administrator has to identify a need and refer the kid to the 
counseling services. Parental consent is required, and some parents are more open to the idea 
than others. In general, if the parent is aware of the services, they are more willing to do repeat 
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counseling or refer family members. They have hired staff in the schools and sometimes have 
college students serve as interns in the high schools to help mentor kids. 	

 
Palmer explained that students start to experiment with drugs and alcohol beginning primarily 
in middle school, with older adolescents displaying more heavy use problems. Transfer of 
marijuana is easily done through older friends and edibles. She explained that the THC levels 
in marijuana are much higher now than they were in decades past. State of Grace has had kids 
come in who ate an edible by accident, mistaking it for regular food. Palmer explained that 
sometimes marijuana can have cocaine and fentanyl laced in it, and kids can think that they are 
using the regular drug. State of Grace also helps adults too, but there are different goals for 
them, examples include goals related to sobriety and job security. Outpatient services are 
basically anything they offer that isn’t related to the school. Therapeutic mentoring is what they 
call a ‘hub’ service, where State of Grace pairs people with mentors that fit well with them. 	
Qualifications to become a mentor include kindness, honesty, and the ability to relate to a 
client. Sometimes their backgrounds are similar, or they have personal experiences that make 
them more relatable to the mentee. She continued to explain that mentors need to have a good 
heart, have a purpose for working with these people, and most importantly they need to be 
genuine. Some mentors are in a master’s program for social work, and some of them have 
extensive experience working with high-risk youth. Most of the mentors are either in college or 
have some sort of credential already. They have a working relationship with CSU Pueblo’s 
clinical social work program, and currently there are about four or five CSU Pueblo students 
working in some capacity for State of Grace. Throughout the years in Pueblo, there’s been an 
increase in deaths due to dependency on hard drugs. State of Grace, through both outpatient 
and school services, is doing their utmost to prevent addiction where it may start, as well as 
rehabilitate addicts and help them adjust to normal life, bettering the public and enhancing the 
community. (Local). 	
 
d. T-Wolf Talk 03/28/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:24 a.m. 

 
Danette Sims is the volunteer coordinator at the Boys and Girls Clubs of Pueblo County. Sims 
discussed the various functions the Boys & Girls Clubs have in the community and what 
benefits they provide to Pueblo. With an extra focus on mentorship, BGCPC provides a lot of 
services in terms of community outreach, sharing opportunities with kids, and helping them get 
the life skills they need. Several psychology students at CSU Pueblo have participated in the 
volunteer efforts as part of their group learning coursework. She shares the struggles BGCPC 
has had during the pandemic, including a lack of volunteers and the struggle to find adequate 
space to house events. Sims foresees a larger influx of volunteers in the coming months, which 
will benefit the community immensely. She talks about the various locations of the clubhouses 
throughout Pueblo and in various schools. BGCPC is thinking about making expansions in 
Pueblo, but no concrete decision has been made yet. She also shares what small groups of 
mentees with a mentor looks like, who acts as a mentor, and the relationships mentors build 
with their kids. She mentions some success stories that have come out of the mentor program, 
including kids who have decided that having a mentor is more worthwhile than they thought. 
Sims also discussed BGCPC’s programs and mentorship opportunities, including Reading 
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Buddies and chess club. These connections have helped a lot of kids, especially those whose 
lives have been rocked through the pandemic. BGCPC works closely with schools, and two of 
their locations are inside schools. Sims shares how the ‘Kid of the Year’ awards are chosen, 
what the nomination process is like, and how they encourage kids to get motivated. She also 
mentioned the 21st Century Grant, and how they are looking to expand the grant. BGCPC is 
also looking to hire some new Emotional Wellness Coordinators for their school locations to 
help with additional emotional health needs of the community. (Local). 
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ISSUE: 
How has COVID-19 impacted the Pueblo community? 

Discussion of Issue: 
 

The pandemic has affected Pueblo in a number of ways. The city saw a deadly increase in the 
number of cases between November and December. Weekly positive cases ranged from the 
hundreds into the thousands, tests administered were over 1,000 each day and the mobile 
morgue unit was deployed. The health department and the City of Pueblo addressed the affects 
of the pandemic by implementing a wastewater monitoring and alerting system and kept the 
community informed with frequent Zoom/Facebook Live streamed fireside chats with the 
Chief Medical Officer and the Public Health Director. Vaccine rollout and phases were also 
addressed beginning in December and throughout the first quarter of 2021.  
 
Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of programs, 
including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are illustrative examples 
of such programming: 

 
Discussion of Issue: 
 
a. T-Wolf Talk 01/03/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:31 a.m. 
 
The Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment hosts Fireside Chats with the 
Chief Medical Officer for PDPHE, Dr. Chris Urbina, and the Public Health Director at 
PDPHE, Randy Evetts. They talked about the number of cases and where Pueblo was at 
with case numbers between Christmas and New Year’s. Evetts described the bump in 
trends, which wasn’t as big as anticipated and attributed the lower numbers to mask 
wearing and social distancing. They continued to urge families to stay with their 
households and continue to practice the guidelines issued by the health department and the 
CDC. Evetts also talked about the vaccines that are becoming available for the community. 
Dr. Urbina explained the development of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines that were 
approved for emergency use. He noted that long-term they don’t know the complications 
with the virus or how long it will be effective. They also discussed and addressed common 
questions surrounding the coronavirus and the vaccine. (Local).  

 
b. T-Wolf Talk 01/17/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:43 a.m. 

 
Director of Wastewater for the City of Pueblo Nancy Keller discussed the design of the 
COVID-19 alert system, which is meant to serve as an early warning of a potential COVID-19 
outbreak. She talks about why the system works, including stats about how soon someone with 
the virus will shed it, which is a big part of how we can tell when an outbreak might be coming. 
Keller explained how the samples are collected and tested in the basins, and the kind of 
samples that they collect and why. She defined ‘peak flow,’ which is a time when you have the 
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highest amount of flow coming through the wastewater system. The Wastewater institution 
collects samples at these peak flow times. Keller also described the process of what the lab 
tests for and what kinds of testing CSU Fort Collins researchers require for our area. The 
process includes detection of RNA that might give us a hint about the COVID-19 levels in the 
population. A high level of RNA with traces of COVID-19 the wastewater near your 
community might mean an increased chance of having an interaction with someone carrying 
the virus. She also explained what ‘trends’ in data existed as far as the virus being carried, how 
specific you could get with an area, and who was responsible for monitoring the levels. Keller 
talked about how recent samples looked in the community at the time of the episode, and also 
how soon you might know when a COVID-19 outbreak will hit your community. The system 
the City has in place is a reverse 911 call triggered by a rapid increase in COVID-19 levels in 
the wastewater, and she discussed how long we might be needing to test the water. This has to 
do with the availability of funding, and so far the wastewater monitoring and alerting system is 
expected to receive support through March 2021. She also discussed the enterprise of 
wastewater, operating costs, budget, EPA requirements and other financial factors that go into 
operating the plant. (Local). 

 
c. T-Wolf Talk 01/31/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:51 a.m. 

 
Chief Medical Officer for the Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment, Dr. 
Urbina answers some common questions and concerns about the new COVID-19 vaccines, and 
the plan to roll out the vaccine to Pueblo residents. According to Dr. Urbina, while the vaccine 
is a solution to the virus, it is simply another layer of protection along the lines of physical 
distancing, masking, and hygiene. Additionally, he explains what the mRNA vaccine is and 
how it attacks the virus to produce an immune response. This vaccine is designed to boost your 
immune system and prepare it for contact with SARS-Cov-2. He highlighted one of the 
important parts of the vaccine, which is infection prevention. Dr. Urbina addressed some 
common concerns with reactions to the vaccine, and talked about how the immune system 
would create responses to the vaccine and how that was an important part of the vaccine for the 
audience to understand. He also discussed what comprises a clinical trial, including the trial 
itself and a placebo, and how that process takes place. Dr. Urbina also discussed how the data 
impacts a trial result, and who the experts are. He talked about what the steps are to get the 
vaccine and what challenges exist for vaccine rollout and FDA approval. Effective testing for 
Pueblo County has made it possible to isolate and quarantine effectively, which has made the 
vaccine rollout better than it could be. Dr. Urbina also talked about the possible timeline for 
children to be able to get the vaccine. At the time the episode was recorded, Moderna and 
Pfizer were both conducting clinical trials for children. He also discussed what might have 
been causing spikes last year and potential prevention strategies for the county. (Local).  
 
d. T-Wolf Talk 03/07/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:28 a.m. 
 

The Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment hosts Fireside Chats with the 
Chief Medical Officer for PDPHE, Dr. Chris Urbina. In this session he talked about the 
different variants and mutations of the COVID-19 virus and answered questions related to 
the mutations and the effectiveness of the vaccine. (Local). 
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e. T-Wolf Talk 03/21/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:23 a.m. 
 
Public Information Officer for the Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment, 
Sarah Joseph, provided an update on the number of active cases currently in Pueblo and 
compared it to the number of cases last winter when cases were spiking. She explained that 
Pueblo was the only county that jumped two levels on the state’s COVID-19 dial, from red to 
blue, based on our case level. Pueblo’s current (as of this episode) cumulative incidence rate 
per week is 73.2, which is a lot better than it was when we were into the thousands. In order to 
be in the blue for the COVID dial, a county has to be between 15 and 100 cases per week. If we 
were to go above 100, that would push us to the yellow portion of the dial, so we’ll continue to 
mask and social distance to avoid moving up. The last time we had a value below 73 was the 
first two weeks of July 2020. Joseph shares that not enough vaccines have been distributed in 
Pueblo to fully protect the community and residents should continue to wear masks. She talked 
about safety procedures in light of the vaccine, i.e. grandparents who want to get vaccinated 
and see their grandchildren. She explained that two weeks after you get the second dose of the 
vaccination, you should be able to socialize with others, but since the vaccine hasn’t been 
approved for those under 16, masks would still be required for safe interaction. She also talked 
about vaccine rollout, and Pueblo is moving through Phase 1.b3, which entails the vaccination 
of individuals 60 and older, as well as food industry workers, including agriculture and grocery 
workers. In the most recent vaccination phase the governor opened to include people 50 years 
old and older can now get the vaccine, which also includes other frontline workers and people 
between 16-49 with two or more high risk conditions. Joseph said there has been a steady 
supply of vaccines to the PDPHE every week, and they are giving out over 1,000 doses a day 
three to four days a week. The health department has distributed over 58,000 vaccines in total 
so far, which does include people from other counties, as Governor Polis offered it up for 
anyone, anywhere in Colorado. As far as which type of vaccine Pueblo is receiving, she noted 
that the supplies vary week by week. Pueblo has also been receiving the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine, around which there has been a little bit of controversy. People wonder about the 
effectiveness of this particular vaccine, but even though the percentage is not as high as Pfizer 
or Moderna, it’s more effective than the flu vaccine, and certainly better than no protection at 
all. Joseph recommends that you talk to your primary care physician before you get the vaccine 
if you’re concerned about your sensitivity. This vaccine is an mRNA vaccine, which is not a 
live virus. It simply is intended to carry the genetic instructions to your cells for manufacturing 
a defense. As far as adverse reactions go, she explained the incidence rate is very low. Joseph 
explained that the CDC has created a web-based, after vaccine health checker called BeSafe, 
and you get a QR code that helps you enroll and list symptoms you have afterwards. She noted 
that 60 percent of the population has indicated that they are interested in getting the vaccine via 
surveys, but that number needs to be higher. Joseph addresses misconceptions about ceasing to 
take preventative measures, saying that you need to keep masking, social distancing, and 
practicing good hand washing techniques, even if you go out of state. She lists 
puebloehealth.org/vaccine as a great resource for people to use should they have questions 
about the vaccine, side effects, and location services. (Local). 
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ISSUE: 
Why did the Division of Wildlife raise vehicle pass fees? 

Discussion of Issue: 

One of the unanticipated side effects of the pandemic has been the impact on the state’s hiking 
trails and parks. Due to the increased use from both local and out of state visitors the Division 
of Wildlife increased park fees by one dollar.  

 
Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of programs, 
including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are illustrative examples 
of such programming: 

 
Discussion of Issue: 

 
a. T-Wolf Talk 02/07/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:34 a.m. 

 
Public Information Officer for the Southeast Region of Colorado Parks and Wildlife Bill 
Vogrin discussed the $1 increase for the Colorado Parks and Wildlife vehicle pass fee. He 
explained the increase was due to high visitation, which created the need for extra safety 
measures in the park. Vogrin noted that not a lot of the parks in Colorado saw that kind of 
volume that the southeast region did during the pandemic. The load was heavy enough that 
Parks and Wildlife had to bring in extra volunteers and rangers from other parks. Currently, the 
daily fee is $11. Vogrin also discussed the need for manpower in the wake of trash that 
campers can leave behind. Safety factors to consider include the increased risk of COVID-19 
while traveling, but also the risk involved with activities like ice fishing, which is very popular. 
People need to know which thickness is appropriate, how cold is too cold to fish, and other 
guidelines. Related to the state’s newest park in Trinidad, park rangers are cautioning people 
that a new area on Fisher’s Peak, while a popular location, is an area that’s undeveloped park 
and lacks amenities that other locations already have. They will need to study the wildlife, 
plants, and inventory everything to make sure that any projects that take place on the land don’t 
infringe on the spaces of federally protected species such as nesting falcons. Vogrin estimates 
that it will take a few years before the location is fully developed and completed. Biologists 
and partner agencies are both part of the process to determine how building on the land may 
affect it, as well as the park’s best efforts to listen to the voice of the public. (Local). 
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ISSUE: 
Why is it important for residents to have easy access to health care?  
 
Discussion of Issue: 
 
The east side of Pueblo is an under-developed are of the city. Residents do not have the same 
access to health care as other locations in the city. The Pueblo Community Health Center has 
several clinics located throughout Pueblo and had a smaller clinic (Park Hill) located on the 
east side of town that could treat several thousand patients. A $3.3 million dollar campaign and 
ground breaking ceremony was launched in October 2020 to help the PCHC Foundation build 
the new state-of-the-art clinic that can serve up to 20,000 patients. The location of the new east 
side expansion clinic is being built on the lot at 8th and LaCrosse Streets, previously the 
abandoned Safeway site.  

 
Programming: KTSC-FM addressed this issue through several different kinds of programs, 
including public affairs discussions and news stories. The following are illustrative examples 
of such programming: 

 
Discussion of Issue: 

 
a. T-Wolf Talk 02/14/2021 7:00 a.m. – 7:36 a.m. 

 
Chief Foundation Officer for the Pueblo Community Health Center Laura Kelly discusses 
PCHC’s mission to provide primary care to the community through PCHC’s 14 locations 
throughout Pueblo and the $3.3 million capital campaign for the health center’s Eastside 
Expansion. In 2019, around 6,600 of PCHC’s 22,000 patients were seen on the east side of 
town, which is a primary reason for the new location. A lot of PCHC’s patients live in that 
neighborhood and the new clinic will have capacity to serve 24,000 patients at that location. 
The new clinic is an opportunity for PCHC to expand their footprint in that vital community 
and it will be an upgrade for the existing Park Hill Clinic. Kelly stated that it would be an 
opportunity for growth and expansion for the community. She also talked about fundraising 
events through donors and the PCHC Foundation, where they’ve applied for a lot of grants. 
Factors that went into the decision to build this site were the need for more services in this area 
of town, the on-going needs assessments of the current site at Park Hill, and the opportunity for 
PCHC to improve access for that community. Mobility can be difficult for people who live in 
areas where the clinics are. Services that the new clinic will offer include dental, behavioral 
health, and primary medical care. The bulk of PCHC visits were primary medical care, but 
since the pandemic, there have been a lot of telehealth needs, including behavioral health 
services, which comprises a lot of PCHC’s work. She also described the transition to the new 
site, clinic size, and construction period. PCHC wanted community business owners to be 
involved in the construction of the new clinic and 87 of the subcontractors for the project are 
local, which was critical component of the board’s decision-making process. It is set to be a net 
zero energy efficient building and set to generate more energy than it will consume. (Local). 
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b. Public Services Announcements PSA’S, 30 sec., variable: 
 

KTSC-FM broadcast a number of public service announcements throughout the three months 
providing information about COVID-19, texting and driving, child safety and car seats, 
driving under the influence of alcohol, adoption and foster care, childhood hunger, suicide 
awareness, and shelter pets. (Recorded.) 

 
c. News Programming 

 
During the last quarter, KTSC-FM News Department covered important events relating to 
a variety of local community issues broadcast in our daily five-minute news brief airing at 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday; duration of 25 minutes per week, totaling 170 minutes 
of news programming for the last three months. (Local). 

 
d. American Radio Journal 

 
In addition to our T-Wolf Talk local long-form public affairs program, we added American 
Radio Journal to our Sunday morning programming. These pre-recorded shows are 30 
minutes in duration and air at 5:00 a.m. MST. The following descriptions of the shows are 
listed in reverse- chronological order and are submitted for inclusion in the station’s 4Q 2020 
Issues and Programs List. American Radio Journal compiled the descriptions of the programs 
listed below: 

 
American Radio 

Journal 
2021 Q1 Program 

Notes 

(March 27, 2021 - April 2, 2021) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks 
with Amity Shlaes from the Calvin Coolidge Presidential Foundation about the GOP's path back 
to power; Andy Roth from the Club for Growth Foundation has the Real Story on their latest 
state legislative scorecards; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine details the Biden Administration's 
big spending agenda; And, Colin Hanna from Let Freedom Ring, USA talks about the Spring 
season of renewal. 
 

(March 20, 2021 - March 26, 2021) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman 
Henry talks with Liya Palagashvili from the Mercatus Center at George Mason University 
about the impact of the Pro Act on the gig economy; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth 
has the Real Story on the return of Congressional earmarks; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine 
discusses a possible end to the Senate filibuster with James Wallner from the R Street Institute; 
And, Col. Frank Ryan, USMC (Ret.) explains the difference between income inequality and 
wealth inequality on this week's American Radio Journal commentary. 
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(March 13, 2021 - March 19, 2021) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman 
Henry talks with Gavin Roberts from the Center for Growth & Opportunity at Utah State 
University about the impact of anti-price gouging laws on the spread of COVID-19; Scott 
Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on congressional passage of the 
"Restore America Act"; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine details pork barrel spending in the 
COVID-19 act; And, Dr. Paul Kengor from the Institute for Faith & Freedom at Grove City 
College has an American Radio Journal commentary on conservatism after Trump. 
 

(March 6, 2021 - March 12, 2021) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman Henry talks 
with Michael Farren from the Mercatus Center at George Mason University about an 
alternative to raising the minimum wage; Scott Parkinson has the Real Story on the "For the 
People Act"; Eric Boehm from Reason magazine talks about a bail out of blue states in the 
COVID-19 relief bill with Chris Edwards of the Cato Institute; And, Colin Hanna from Let 
Freedom Ring, USA has an American Radio Journal commentary on the way forward for 
conservatives. 
 

(February 27, 2021 - March 5, 2021) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman 
Henry talks with Nick Murray from the Maine Policy Institute about their report Scoring 
Executive Power in All 50 States; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real 
Story on return of Congressional earmarks; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine reports on rampant 
unemployment compensation fraud; And, Col. Frank Ryan, USMC (Ret.) has an American 
Radio Journal commentary on the difference between freedom and liberty. 
 

(February 20, 2021 - February 26, 2021) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman 
Henry talks with Gregory Wrightstone from the CO2 Coalition about the unreliability of wind 
and solar power; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the impact of 
the latest presidential impeachment vote; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine gets an update on 
asset forfeiture reform efforts in Arizona and New Mexico from Paul Avelar at the Institute for 
Justice; And, Dr. Paul Kengor from the Institute for Faith & Freedom at Grove City College has 
an American Radio Journal commentary on hate speech from the Left. 
 

(February 13, 2021 - February 19, 2021) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman 
Henry talks with Amity Shlaes from the Calvin Coolidge Presidential Foundation about 
presidential greatness; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story behind the 
Bitcoin surge; Eric Boehm from Reason magazine looks at proposed reforms to child welfare 
policy; And, Colin Hanna from Let Freedom Ring, USA has an American Radio 
Journal commentary on Trump impeachment 2.0. 
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(February 6, 2021 - February 12, 2021) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman 
Henry talks with Dr. Samuel Gregg of the Acton Institute about the crafting federal economic 
policy; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the proposed COVID-
19 relief package; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine explains how congressional Democrats plan 
to change the rules to enact a $15 per hour minimum wage; And, Col. Frank Ryan, USMC 
(Ret.) has an American Radio Journal commentary on the impact of social media fact checkers. 
 

(January 30, 2021 - February 5, 2021) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman 
Henry talks with Phil Kerpen about the impact of business closure orders on the COVID-19 
pandemic; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the retirement of 
Ohio U.S. Senator Rob Portman; Eric Boehm from Reason magazine looks at the Biden 
Administration's re-regulation of the U.S. economy; And, Dr. Paul Kengor from the Institute for 
Faith & Freedom at Grove City College has an American Radio Journal commentary on identity 
politics and the appointment of a new assistant U.S. Health Secretary. 
 

(January 23, 2021 - January 29, 2021) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman 
Henry talks with Adam Thierer from the Mercatus Center at George Mason University about 
big tech "de-platforming" conservatives; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth has 
the Real Story on the Biden first 100 days agenda; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine says 
congressional earmarks may make a comeback; And, Colin Hanna from Let Freedom Ring, 
USA has an American Radio Journal commentary on how Donald Trump lost to the swamp. 
 

January 16, 2021 - January 22, 2021) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman 
Henry talks with Keith Naughton of The Hill about the GOP after Trump; Jessica 
Anderson from Heritage Action has the Real Story on the conservative policy agenda in the post 
Trump era; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine talks with Clark Packard of the R. Street Institute 
about possible trade policy changes in a Biden Administration; And, Dr. Paul Kengor from the 
Institute for Faith & Freedom at Grove City College has an American Radio 
Journal commentary on the end of truth. 
 

(January 9, 2021 - January 15, 2021) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman 
Henry talks with Paul Preston about the effort to recall California Governor Gavin 
Newsom; Scott Parkinson has the Real Story on the impact of the Georgia U.S. Senate 
elections; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine looks at why the GOP lost the Georgia U.S. Senate 
elections; And, Col. Frank Ryan, USMC (Ret.) has an American Radio Journal commentary on 
how the Pennsylvania Supreme Court tilted the presidential election. 
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(January 2, 2021 - January 8, 2021) This week on American Radio 
Journal: Lowman Henry talks with Peter Wood author of 1620: A Critical Response to the 
1619 Project; Scott Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the 2021 
Congressional agenda; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine gets details of the CATO scorecard on 
the nation's governors from Chris Edwards; And, Colin Hanna of Let Freedom Ring, 
USA has an American Radio Journal commentary on the strategic error in 
fighting election fraud. 
 

(December 26, 2020 - January 1, 2021) This week on American Radio Journal: Lowman 
Henry talks with James Carafano of the Heritage Foundation about Chinese wrongdoing; Scott 
Parkinson from the Club for Growth has the Real Story on the latest COVID-19 relief 
package; Eric Boehm of Reason magazine talks with Corey DeAngelis of the Reason 
Foundation about school choice restrictions in the COVID-19 relief package; And, Col. Frank 
Ryan, USMC (Ret.) has an American Radio Journal commentary on the disputed 2020 
presidential election. 
 

 
 


