
             QUARTERLY ISSUES/ PROGRAM TOPICS REPORT
WTJX-FM St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

  April 1, 2019 – June 30, 2019

The management of the Virgin Islands Public Broadcasting System (WTJX-FM 
93.1) has determined that the issues/topics listed below to be of significant interest 
with the station's service area for the period of April 1, 2019 – June 30, 2019.

Business, Economics, and Finance

Government and Politics 

Crime and Law Enforcement

Natural Disasters

Medicine and Health

Education

Arts and Entertainment

Aging and Retirement



Business, Economics and Finance

Morning Edition 

Monday - Friday 

5am-10am 

5-30-19

ME talks about Robots and how they’ve revolutionized auto manufacturing, making 
plants safer and products more reliable, and reducing the number of people involved in 
the process. But walk inside a modern auto plant, and you'll quickly realize that robots 
have hardly replaced the human touch, at least, not in some areas which ME looks into.

1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

4-30-19

1A askes who’s really benefiting from the economic boom? The gross domestic product 
grew by 3.2 percent in the first quarter this year. Disposable personal income rose by 3 
percent as well, overall, CNBC reports that this quarter was the best first quarter the 
U.S. has experienced since 2015. But a Washington Post-ABC News poll demonstrates 
a widespread belief that the economy mainly benefits people already in power.

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday 

5pm-7pm

6-7-19

The stock market shot up Friday after the government released a weaker than expected 
employment report. How is that possible? For an answer ATC turns attention to the 
Federal Reserve. To help sort this out was NPR's Scott Horsley. 

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/populist-economic-frustration-threatens-trumps-strongest-reelection-issue-post-abc-poll-finds/2019/04/28/44f64cbc-6a02-11e9-9d56-1c0cf2c7ac04_story.html?utm_term=.9def7e26b7e7


6-3-19

H&N's Jeremy Hobson speaks with CBS News business analyst Jill Schlesinger about 
fears of an increased risk of recession next year. They also talk about the increasing 
trade tension between the U.S. and China and another threat by President Trump to 
impose tariffs on all Mexican imports. 

Morning Edition

Monday - Friday 

5am-10am 

5-30-19

ME takes on the Cannabidiol Industry’s uncertain regulation. Cannabidiol, also known 
as CBD, is a compound that is increasingly becoming popular because of the alleged 
health benefits users report, ranging from better sleep, reduced anxiety and pain relief. 
Yet clinical studies are lacking for claims. It’s derived from a type of cannabis called 
hemp, and the latest Farm Bill signed by President Trump in December legalized the 
cultivation of the crop at the federal level.

Weekend Edition 

Saturday 

8am-10am 

6-8-19

What's at stake for automakers in fight over emissions standards? NPR's Scott Simon 
spoke to former EPA official Margo Oge how automakers are responding to the Trump 
administration's moves to loosen efficiency standards.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm

6-3-19

OP’s Meghna Chakrabarti talks about the rare earth minerals that are essential to 
everything from cellphones to hybrid cars. China’s got them and could use them as 
leverage in the trade war with the U.S. 

http://www.jillonmoney.com/
https://www.npr.org/2018/12/20/678593200/sidestepping-congress-trump-administration-proposes-more-work-rules-for-food-sta
https://twitter.com/MeghnaWBUR


Fresh Air

Mon-Friday

12pm-1pm

4-24-19

The ‘Beneficiary' weighs the emotional heft of Inheritance. Today on FA’s Maureen 
Corrigan speaks with author Janny Scott an award-winning reporter for The New York 
Times. Scott has written a vivid and penetrating memoir, called The Beneficiary, about 
her own illustrious Main Line family and the hefty emotional weight of inheritance. 

Government and Politics

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday

5pm-7pm

4-30-19

NPR's Peter Overby reported on ATC how White House hopefuls aren't the only 
politicians who recently disclosed their campaign finances. Democrats hope to cement 
their hold on the one part of the federal government they control, and Republicans want 
to recoup their losses from last year's midterm elections.

Morning Edition 

Monday - Friday 

5am-10am 

5-10-19

The Trump administration approved arms sales to Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates 
and Jordan without congressional approval. There is bipartisan opposition to the deals 
and efforts to reverse them. ME spoke to both sides of the issue.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm



4-9-19

Meghna Chakrabarti with O P discusses how the Department of Homeland Security is 
facing major staffing shakeups with the resignation of Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen and 
removal of Secret Service Director Randolph Alles. All this going on, as President 
Trump pushes for tougher border security.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

5-1-19

H&N's Peter O'Dowd and Jeremy Hobson spoke to Republican strategist Alice 
Stewart and Democrat Bill Press to discuss the latest in the congressional investigations 
into President Trump's finances, and Joe Biden's entry into the presidential race. 

Weekend Edition

Sunday 

8am-10am 

4-28-19

Many young Republicans view climate change as a pressing reality. NPR's Lulu Garcia-
Navarro speaks with Nick Lindquist of the American Conservation Coalition on WE.

1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

5-21-19

Abortion is still legal in all 50 states. But with the passage of a highly restrictive new law 
in Alabama, and with a bill in Missouri close behind, some are wondering about the 
future of the procedure. 1A discussed this hot issue. Alabama made abortion illegal in 
all circumstances, with zero exceptions for rape or incest. Doctors who perform the 
procedure face a penalty of up to 99 years in prison.

https://twitter.com/MeghnaWBUR


Crime and Law Enforcement

1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

6-4-19

1A talks with psychologist Jillian Peterson about recent work place shootings, as to how 
workplaces are preparing for, and attempting to prevent, this type of violence?  On 
Friday, an employee at Virginia Beach Municipal Center opened fire in the building, 
killing 12 people and wounding several others In February, a disgruntled employee 
in Aurora, Illinois killed five workers and wounded five police officers at his workplace 
the day he was fired.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm

5-16-19

OP’s Meghna Chakrabarti deals with San Francisco banning facial recognition 
surveillance technology. OP looks at the tech-savvy city’s message for the rest of the 
country.

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday 

5pm-7pm

5-30-19

On todays ATC NPR's Audie Cornish speaks with Dr. Randall Williams, director of the 
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, about the investigation he is 
overseeing into Missouri's only abortion clinic.

Weekend Edition 

Saturday 

https://pilotonline.com/news/local/virginia-beach-mass-shooting/article_e15ea290-853f-11e9-aa50-93751bba3c3b.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/02/16/us/aurora-shooting-workplace-violence/index.html
https://twitter.com/MeghnaWBUR


8am-10am 

4-27-19

Federal authorities raided Baltimore city hall and two of the homes of Mayor Catherine 
Pugh. She has been on paid administrative leave for a month and the FBI and IRS 
reportedly sought records about a children's book she wrote and then sold to health 
care companies who have deep ties to the city. NPR's Scott Simon spoke with 
Karsonya Wise Whitehead, associate professor of communications and African 
American studies at Loyola University and the host of a local radio talk show in 
Baltimore.

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

5am-10am 

4-3-19

ME’s Steve Inskeep speaks with Jayne Miller of WBAL-TV about Baltimore's mayor, 
who's taken a leave of absence, amid accusations she profited by a no-bid sale of her 
children's books to a hospital system.

Fresh Air

Mon-Friday

12pm-1pm

5-30-19

FA’s Terry Gross spoke with NY Times correspondent Adam Liptak about how Trump's 
two appointees might change the court, including its direction on abortion: "It's not hard 
to write a decision striking down Roe," he said.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

4-1-19

H&N's Robin Young talks with Los Angeles Times reporter Gerrick Kennedy spoke 
about Rapper Ermias Asghedom, known as Nipsey Hussle, who was shot and killed 

https://www.latimes.com/la-bio-gerrick-kennedy-staff.html


outside his clothing store in Los Angeles on Sunday. He was also an entrepreneur and 
a community philanthropist. 

Natural Disasters

Weekend Edition 

Saturday 

8am-10am 

5-11-19

Six months ago, the deadly Camp Fire swept through Paradise, Concow, and Magalia, 
small communities all located in Butte County in Northern California. The wildfire killed 
86 people and destroyed thousands of homes, schools, and businesses. Now, mental 
health specialists working in Butte County schools say they're seeing a second wave of 
trauma from survivors. But there aren't enough counselors to help all of the students, 
teachers and staff dealing with this second wave of trauma. NPR’s Michelle Wiley 
reported this story.

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday

5pm-7pm

5-31-19

NPR's science reporter Rebecca Hersher joins ATC to discuss how the central U.S. has 
flooded and experienced deadly and damaging tornadoes. Four major rivers in the 
middle of the country are at various stages of flooding. There have also been multiple 
outbreaks of deadly and damaging tornadoes. It all begs the question, is this what 
climate change looks like?

Morning Edition

Monday-Friday 

5am-10am

5-24-19

ME discussed Senate lawmakers who overwhelmingly passed a long-delayed disaster 
aid package late yesterday. The $19 billion will provide much-needed help to states that 



are trying to recover from a whole range of natural disasters - flooding, wildfires, and 
hurricanes. The deal comes after months of fighting between the president and 
Democrats over sending additional money to Puerto Rico, which was devastated after 
Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria hit nearly two years ago.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

6-6-19

Craig Miller of KQED joins H & N and says a good example of the effects of climate 
change in the San Francisco Bay Area is State Highway 37, an east-west lifeline 
stretching 21 miles. Heavy storms last winter flooded the highway and shut it down, and 
the solutions provide a preview of what the entire area faces as sea levels continue to 
rise. 

On Point

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm

5-7-19

Meghna Chakrabarti and OP talk about a massive new United Nations assessment 
report says humans are transforming the Earth so much that 1 million plant and animal 
species are now at risk of extinction. And the greatest threat could be to ourselves.

1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

4-8-19

1A takes a look one year after Hurricane Harvey made landfall as one of the most 
damaging storms in U.S. history, and how the recovery process continues to test some 
Houstonians’ faith in government. The financial impact of the storm is estimated at 
about $125 billion in damages, with over 150,000 flooded homes, according to the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.. Hurricane Katrina is the only other 
storm to cause that much damage to a single U.S. city.

https://www.kqed.org/author/cmiller
https://twitter.com/MeghnaWBUR
https://coast.noaa.gov/states/fast-facts/hurricane-costs.html
https://coast.noaa.gov/states/fast-facts/hurricane-costs.html


Medicine and Health

Morning Edition

Monday-Friday 

5am-10am 

6-3-19

Rachel Martin takes the discussion to VA hospitals which are pioneering the use of 
storytelling to strengthen the relationships patients have with doctors and nurses. With 
more information about patients, there may be some health benefits. When you go to 
the hospital, your doctors and nurses can find out all about your medical conditions by 
reading through your electronic medical record. But how can you get them to see who 
you are as a person? Bram Sable-Smith reports on the answer.

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday

5pm-7pm

4-30-19

ATC talks about Artificial Intelligence Moving into Medicine, and how the human touch 
could be a casualty. Automation like this is starting to infiltrate medical care. Depending 
on how it's deployed, it could help reduce medical errors and potentially reduce the cost 
of care. It could also create a gulf between health caregivers and people of more 
modest means.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

5-9-19

H&N's Robin Young follows up with WBHM's Andrew Yeager about the Alabama state 
senate delaying a vote on a bill that would be the strictest abortion ban in the country. If 
passed, the ban would criminalize the procedure for doctors, with certain exceptions. 

https://wbhm.org/author/andrew/


On Point

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm

6-6-19

Twenty years ago, high-deductible health insurance plans were billed as a way to lower 
costly health insurance premiums. Today, annual deductibles in job-based health plans 
have quadrupled, and now average more than $1,300. It’s one symptom of the sad 
state of American health care, where people are going bankrupt, or have to move in 
with family, or cut back on food, even as they have insurance. Meghna Chakrabarti and 
OP discuss the issue.

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

5am-10am 

4-30-19

ME spoke to Dana Weinstein who was 31 weeks into her second pregnancy, when she 
and her husband were given horrible news: A critical piece of the brain had not 
developed properly. Fearing a short and painful life for their baby, Weinstein and her 
husband chose to travel to Boulder, Colo., to end the pregnancy, at one of the few 
clinics in the country that offer third-trimester abortions.

1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

5-30-19

Last year, Michigan became the 10th state to legalize recreational marijuana. 1A asks, 
what will the law mean, in practice? And who’s likely to benefit most? Michigan’s new 
law promises that along with fostering new economic opportunities, it will also address 
past injustices against people of color. It includes this mandate: “A plan to promote and 
encourage participation in the marijuana industry by people from communities that have 
been disproportionately impacted by marijuana prohibition and enforcement… and to 
positively impact those communities.”

https://twitter.com/MeghnaWBUR
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/recreational-marijuana-legal-michigan-good-news-for-low-level-pot-offenders/


Weekend Edition

Sunday 

8am-10am 

5-26-19

A new study shows freezing office temperatures affect women's productivity. The WZB 
Berlin Social Science Center, took 543 German college students, put them in a room 
and made them take tests at different temperatures , ranging from as low as 61 degrees 
to as high as 91 degrees. The study showed a difference in performance between men 
and women depending on the temperature.

Education

On Point

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm

5-14-19

Jane Clayson with OP says it’s that time of year when tired college seniors across the 
country turn in their theses. Their research will inform health care, education and the 
way we understand ourselves and our world. 

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday

5pm-7pm

6-12-19

NPR's Tovia Smith was in federal court in Boston and reported to ATC on the 
sentencing of former Stanford sailing coach John Vandemoer, the first of the accused in 
a college admissions scandal. He received two years of supervised probation avoiding 
prison time. He admitted taking more than half a million dollars in bribes to help 
students get into Stanford.

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

https://www.wzb.eu/en/persons/agne-kajackaite
https://www.wzb.eu/en/persons/agne-kajackaite
https://twitter.com/jane_clayson


5am-10am 

6-4-19

ME’s Steve Inskeep looks at as trade and other tensions mount between the United 
States and China, some Chinese students studying in America say they feel they're 
increasingly under suspicion.

Weekend Edition 

Saturday 

8am-10am 

4-13-19

Georgetown University students voted to set up a fund to pay reparations to the 
descendants of slaves sold by the school. In 1838, Georgetown University sold 272 
enslaved people to pay off a debt. Over the last several years, there has been a 
reckoning on campus as the school wrestles with its ties to slavery. It renamed several 
buildings that had honored people involved in the slave trade. Some descendants of 
that original group of enslaved people are now enrolled at the university. NPR's Scott 
Simon talks with Hannah Michael, who helped organize the effort.

1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

5-29-19

The attorney general of Oklahoma goes to court in an unprecedented case this week. 
The state is charging drug maker Johnson & Johnson with “a cynical, deceitful 
multimillion dollar brainwashing campaign” in order to sell opioids, according to The 
Guardian. 1A asks what justice would look like for those who have been affected by the 
opioid epidemic. And ho is to blame for the crisis?

Latino USA

Saturday-Sunday

6am-7am

6-11-19

https://www.npr.org/2019/05/27/724093091/this-case-will-set-a-precedent-first-major-opioid-trial-to-begin-in-oklahoma
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/may/28/johnson-johnson-opioid-trial-oklahoma
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/may/28/johnson-johnson-opioid-trial-oklahoma


LUSA spoke to 27-year-old Laura Molinar who was in medical school in Chicago, when 
she was flooded with news about the family separation crisis. Born and raised in San 
Antonio, Molinar felt moved to action. So she started Sueños Sin Fronteras, an 
organization to bring medical professionals to shelters on the border. 

Weekend Edition

Sunday 

8am-10am 

6-2-19

NPR's Lulu Garcia-Navarro spoke with Jules Silk about attending the 75th consecutive 
reunion of the graduating class of 1944 from Philadelphia's Central High School.

Arts and Entertainment

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

5am-10am 

4-23-19

The talk on ME gave some time to James Holzhauer, a Las Vegas professional sports 
bettor, who has breezily won the last 13 games in a row on the game show Jeopardy. 
He also is drawing attention for his unique strategy and big bets.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

11am-1pm

4-3-19

New streaming shows are changing the way TV talks about teen sexuality.  Meghna 
Chakrabarti and OP look at how the small screen is taking on the secret struggles of 
puberty.

https://twitter.com/MeghnaWBUR
https://twitter.com/MeghnaWBUR


Weekend Edition

Sunday 

8am-10am 

5-5-19

For the first time in its history, the Kentucky Derby has disqualified the horse that 
crossed the finish line first, Maximum Security. That gave the victory to Country House. 
Joining WE from member station WFPL in Louisville is reporter Ryan Van Velzer to 
discuss the disqualification. 

Fresh Air

Mon-Friday

12pm-1pm

6-19-19

Ava DuVernay's Netflix series, When They See Us, tells the story of how five black and 
brown teenagers were manipulated into confessing to a brutal rape they did not commit. 
Today on FA Terry Gross discusses with DuVernay the making of “When They See Us”.

1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

6-6-19

1A looks at the new Broadway rewrite of the classic “To Kill a Mockingbird”. The story 
centers on a white woman’s rape accusation of a black man, and this year, the story 
came to Broadway, with a script by Aaron Sorkin. The adaptation attempts to 
foreground the story’s two primary black characters: Calpurnia, the Finch’s 
housekeeper, and Tom Robinson. But some critics argued that Sorkin did not go far 
enough in dismantling what they say is one of the clearest examples of the “white 
savior” trope.

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

5am-10am 



6-4-19

The startup Cangoroo plans to deploy pogo sticks in Sweden this summer, after that in 
London and San Francisco. Besides transportation, the company is promoting the 
added element of fitness. M E’s Rachel Martin talks about the Pogo Stick.

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday 

5pm-7pm

5-31-19

A boycott of Georgia's booming film industry could cause major damage to the state's 
economy. NPR's Audie Cornish speaks with Bryn Sandberg of The Hollywood 
Reporter about how this could happen on ATC today.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

4-10-19

Christine Herman  a reporter for Illinois Public Media joins H & N to talk about the 
Krannert Center for the Performing Arts in Urbana, Illinois. Fifty years ago when it was 
built, New York Times critic Donald Henahan said its "one of the most ingeniously 
worked out art complexes anywhere. This weekend, the Krannert Center for the 
Performing Arts in Urbana, Illinois, celebrates 50 years of bringing music, theater and 
dance to a part of the country where many are surprised to find it.

Aging and Retirement

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday 

5pm-7pm

5-11-19

NPR's Michel Martin joins ATC to discuss The Last Poets. 50 Years and counting, the 
Last Poets keep telling the truth to unite the Black Community. Before A Tribe Called 

https://about.me/christine_herman


Quest, Public Enemy or the rapper Common, there was The Last Poets, one of the 
most influential spoken-word groups that pioneered the hip-hop genre. After releasing 
their first album in two decades last year, The Last Poets is back with a funkier follow-up 
to their 2018 rebellious, reggae-infused Understand What Black Is. 

On Point

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm

5-2-19

Judge Damon J. Keith died Sunday at the age of 96. Meghna Chakrabarti and O P 
takes a look back at his legacy. The Detroit native, one of the nation's longest-serving 
federal judges, was a tireless champion of civil rights and civil liberties. Born in 1922, 
Keith was the grandson of enslaved people.

Fresh Air

Mon-Friday

12pm-1pm

4-23-19

Shakespeare's King Lear is one of the most challenging and prestigious roles in theater 
and one that's traditionally played by a man. But now a new production of King Lear on 
Broadway stars Glenda Jackson in its title role. The British actor, who is 82, is fine with 
the gender bending casting. Terry Gross explores the roll on today’s F A with Jackson.

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

5am-10am 

5-22-19

Football player Joe Namath, who turns 76 at the end of the month, writes about the ups 
and downs of his life in a new book called All the Way: My Life in Four Quarters. In an 
interview on ME, he talks about the Suzy Kolber incident, football's health risks and 
entering his fourth quarter in life. 

https://twitter.com/MeghnaWBUR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gc65NC44dSk


Weekend Edition

Saturday

8am-10am

4-27-19

WE looks at as baby boomers age and the workforce shrinks, there may not be enough 
people or money to care for all our elders, especially those with medical needs. In many 
ways, that reality has already arrived in Vermont. A small but growing number of 
Vermont families are easing the burden by opening their homes to elderly strangers 
who need a lot of care.

 

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

5-17-19

H&N's Jeremy Hobson speaks with Blair Kamin architecture critic for The Chicago 
Tribune about the legacy of architect I.M. Pei.Pei, who died earlier this week at the age 
of 102, added elegance to landscapes worldwide, with powerful geometric shapes and 
grand spaces.

https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chinews-blair-kamin-20130507-staff.html

