
             QUARTERLY ISSUES/ PROGRAM TOPICS REPORT
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The management of the Virgin Islands Public Broadcasting System (WTJX-FM 
93.1) has determined that the issues/topics listed below to be of significant interest 
with the station's service area for the period of October 1, 2019 – December 31, 
2019.

Business, Economics, and Finance

Government and Politics 

Crime and Law Enforcement

Natural Disasters

Medicine and Health

Education

Arts and Entertainment

Aging and Retirement



Business, Economics and Finance

Morning Edition 

Monday - Friday 

6am-11am 

10-30-19

Boeing CEO Dennis Muilenburg goes before the House Transportation Committee 
today. If it's anything like yesterday's Senate appearance, Muilenburg will face harsh 
questions about Boeing's 737 Max aircraft. 

1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

10-31-19

The NCAA announced on Tuesday that it would open the door for college athletes to 
begin profiting from their names, images and likenesses “in a manner consistent with 
the collegiate model.” Michael Drake, chair of the NCAA Board of Directors, released 
a statement, saying “we must embrace change to provide the best possible experience 
for college athletes.”

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday 

5pm-7pm

10-31-19

Many dairy farmers in California are struggling to adapt to frequent power outages. 
Farmer Cody Nicholson Stratton talks with NPR's Ailsa Chang about how it has 
impacted his livestock and business.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

10-1-19

https://www.espn.com/college-sports/story/_/id/27957981/ncaa-clears-way-athletes-profit-names-images-likenesses
https://www.ncaa.org/about/resources/media-center/news/board-governors-starts-process-enhance-name-image-and-likeness-opportunities


General Motors has lost $1 billion due to work stoppage caused by the union strike, JP 
Morgan estimates. Meanwhile, this is the first week "strike pay" has kicked in for the 
UAW union members at $250 a week.

Morning Edition 

Monday - Friday 

6am-11am 

11-29-19

The latest proposed Brexit deal is deeply unpopular in Northern Ireland, where it will 
require a new customs border between the island and the rest of Great Britain. That 
could mean tariffs.

Weekend Edition 

Saturday 

9am-11am 

10-26-19

As Boeing developed the 737 Max, insiders say management pressured to keep the 
plane on schedule and costs down, a dramatic cultural shift in a place where safety had 
traditionally been paramount.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm

10-3-19

California becomes the first state to let college athletes make money. It’s a game-
changer.

Fresh Air

Mon-Friday

12pm-1pm

11-21-19



The Trump administration's pressure on Ukraine is the center of the impeachment 
inquiry, but foreign influence expert Ben Freeman says the influence also worked in the 
opposite direction.

Government and Politics

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday

5pm-7pm

12-30-19

NPR's Ailsa Chang talks with Carol Jenkins, CEO of the ERA Coalition, why Virginia is 
poised to pass the Equal Rights Amendment almost five decades after it was initially 
proposed.

Morning Edition 

Monday - Friday 

6am-11am 

12-26-19

For the third straight year, the number of homeless people in the United States overall 
has increased. This is even though most states are seeing declines in homelessness. 
Here’s what's notable. Some states have seen their numbers jump by a lot, including 
California, where homelessness is being called a crisis.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

11am-1pm

11-4-19

OP has the latest developments in the impeachment inquiry and look ahead to more 
testimony this week.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 



1pm-3pm 

11-4-19

A new survey from The New York Times and Siena College finds that former Vice 
President Joe Biden leads President Trump by an average of two points in a number of 
states that went very narrowly to Trump in 2016 — and no other Democrat does as well. 
This comes after a poll last week put Biden in fourth place in Iowa, where the caucuses 
are just under three months away.

Weekend Edition

Sunday 

9am-11am 

11-16-19

President Trump issued pardons to service members accused to war crimes, despite 
opposition from the Pentagon.

1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

11-29-19

Grassroots organizers in Alabama say backlash from Donald Trump’s presidential 
victory in 2016 has created a renaissance within Alabama’s Democratic Party.Senator 
Doug Jones and a group of reformists recently ousted the longtime state party 
leadership And the Democratic National Committee is getting involved, hoping to flip 
more state seats from red to blue.

Crime and Law Enforcement

1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

12-3-19

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) created a fake university in Michigan 
to attracting immigrants whose student visas were obtained illegally. This plan led to the 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/04/upshot/one-year-from-election-trump-trails-biden-but-leads-warren-in-battlegrounds.html
https://scri.siena.edu/2019/11/01/the-new-york-times-upshot-siena-college-iowa-poll/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/the-battle-for-alabamas-soul/2019/07/01/b0e21da4-9106-11e9-b58a-a6a9afaa0e3e_story.html
https://wbhm.org/feature/2019/alabama-democrats-under-new-leadership-as-legal-battles-loom/
https://wbhm.org/feature/2019/alabama-democrats-under-new-leadership-as-legal-battles-loom/
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2019/11/27/20985644/ice-fake-university-farmington-michigan-student-visa-fraud-us-immigration-customs-enforcement-sting


arrests of some 250 students who enrolled at the “University of Farmington” in 
Farmington Hills, Michigan. The students were arrested for violating student visa rules, 
which state that the students must be enrolled at a federally accredited institution while 
completing their studies.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

11am-1pm

12-2-19

As the impeachment trial looms, OP speaks with Republicans about the risk and 
rewards of standing with Trump.

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday 

5pm-7pm

11-29-19

A knife attack near London Bridge has left two dead and many others injured. The 
attacker was shot and killed by London police.

Weekend Edition 

Saturday 

9am-11am 

10-26-19

NPR's Scott Simon speaks with Dia Kayyali, program manager for Witness, about 
YouTube's removal of videos considered to be evidence of human rights violations in 
countries such as Syria and Yemen.

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

6am-11am 

10-21-19

https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2019/11/27/20985644/ice-fake-university-farmington-michigan-student-visa-fraud-us-immigration-customs-enforcement-sting


A major opioid industry trial, involving thousands of plaintiffs, gets underway Monday in 
Cleveland. The case could bring settlement money to thousands of communities across 
the country.

Fresh Air

Mon-Friday

12pm-1pm

11-25-19

A new PBS documentary series follows prisoners who earn college degrees while 
serving time. Director Lynn Novick and graduates Sebastian Yoon and Dyjuan Tatro talk 
about how the program changes lives.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm

10-1-19

A jury has found Amber Guyger, a Dallas police officer, guilty of murder in the death of 
her neighbor, 26-year-old Botham Jean, after she walked into his apartment thinking it 
was her own. Guyger had testified that when she entered Jean's apartment after work, 
she thought he was an intruder in her home.

Natural Disasters

Weekend Edition 

Saturday 

9am-11am

10-12-19

A year after Hurricane Michael slammed Panama City, Fla., the city is struggling to 
recover, with housing and sewer systems taking a beating. Nearly a quarter of the 
town's population has left.

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday

https://www.npr.org/2019/10/01/765788338/ex-dallas-officer-who-killed-neighbor-in-upstairs-apartment-found-guilty-of-murd


5pm-7pm

11-28-19

Venetians fear for the future of their city. Inundation by high tides and tourists is 
wrecking the island city's cultural heritage and may ultimately render Venice unlivable.

Morning Edition

Monday-Friday 

6am-11am

11-18-19

For many people, turning on the tap or flushing the toilet is something we take for 
granted. But a report released Monday, called "Closing the Water Access Gap in the 
United States," shows that more than 2 million Americans live without these 
conveniences and that Native Americans are more likely to have trouble accessing 
water than any other group.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

12-2-19

Steven Rinella, host of the Netflix show "MeatEater,” says certain animals can sense 
and avoid unfavorable weather conditions. Take fish, for example, he says. Their 
sensitivity to barometric pressure can help them swim away before a storm hits.During 
Hurricane Dorian, people in the Outer Banks in North Carolina noticed wild horses 
moving to higher ground and gathering in clusters before the storm.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

11am-1pm

10-29-19

OP looks how fires have now torched more than 74,000 acres in Northern California. At 
least 180,000 residents have evacuated. Millions of residents plunged into darkness 
from mandatory power shutoffs.

https://closethewatergap.org/
https://www.netflix.com/title/80126646


1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

10-16-19

A new United Nations report says that we have a short window to address the long-term 
effects of climate change and that immediate action is required by governments and 
corporations around the globe.

Medicine and Health

Morning Edition

Monday-Friday 

6am-11am 

12-24-19

The number of men who use tobacco has declined for the first time since the World 
Health Organization started tracking it. The shift is significant because 80 percent of 
smokers are men.

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday

5pm-7pm

10-31-19

The brain waves generated during deep sleep appear to trigger a cleaning system in the 
brain that protects it against Alzheimer's and other neurodegenerative diseases. 
Electrical signals known as slow waves appear just before a pulse of fluid washes 
through the brain, presumably removing toxins associated with Alzheimer's, 
researchers reported Thursday in the journal Science.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

11-7-19

https://science.sciencemag.org/cgi/doi/10.1126/science.aax5440


The Trump administration has sued drug maker Gilead Sciences over sales of the HIV-
prevention drug Truvada — a drug approved for daily use as PrEP to help prevent HIV-
negative people from contracting HIV from a partner who is positive. The government 
says the company is earning billions from research funded by taxpayers.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

11am-11pm

11-5-19

Elizabeth Warren’s $52 trillion health care plan. We look at the big picture and unpack 
the details.

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

6am-11am

10-28-19

If you often hit that midafternoon slump and feel drowsy at your desk, you're not alone. 
The number of working Americans who get less than seven hours of sleep a night is on 
the rise. And the people hardest hit when it comes to sleep deprivation are those, we 
depend on the most for our health and safety: police and health care workers, along 
with those in the transportation field, such as truck drivers.

1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

11-11-19

Most people are familiar with the molecule known as testosterone. But how many 
understand it? Testosterone is not the male sex hormone. It doesn’t drive aggression. 
Athletes don’t necessarily benefit if they have more of it. Where do these myths come 
from? Why are they so pervasive? And will our understanding of the hormone change 
as our understanding of evolves?

https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/basics/prep.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/five-myths/five-myths-about-testosterone/2019/10/25/df0fecee-f671-11e9-829d-87b12c2f85dd_story.html


Weekend Edition

Sunday 

9am-11am 

12-29-19

Japan is trying to get more men to take paternity leave in order to address the country's 
aging population and shrinking workforce. Despite being guaranteed a year of leave, 
only 6% take it.

Education

On Point

Monday-Friday 

11am-1pm

10-10-19

2019 marks the year women cross over into the majority of the college-educated 
workforce. It’s already bringing changes to corporate life, from benefits packages to 
flexible schedules.

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday

5pm-7pm

12-29-19

The Gullah Geechee language is spoken by descendants of enslaved Africans who 
were brought to the coastal South. Now, the language is being taught at Harvard 
University.

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

6am-11am 

10-22-19



NPR's student podcast challenge is back for a second year. Teachers and students 
from across the country participated in the first contest, and this year promises greater 
student reporting.

Weekend Edition 

Saturday 

9am-11am 

10-12-19

Joseph Sciorra of Queens College tells NPR's Scott Simon why some Italian Americans 
have an emotional connection to Columbus Day.

1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

10-9-19

Rural America has never been only one place, one type of person or one type of job. 
And new data points to the growing complexity and diversity of those parts of the 
country. Author and podcast host Sarah Smarsh wrote in The New York Times recently 
about so-called “brain gain” instead of “brain drain.”

Weekend Edition

Sunday 

9am-11am 

12-15-19

Children love to pronounce the name of Olive Senior's new book: Boonoonoonous Hair. 
It’s a word that comes from Jamaica where Senior was born. She says this evocative 
term has fallen out of fashion, but she's working to bring it back.

Arts and Entertainment

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/17/opinion/rural-america.html


6am-11am 

12-27-19

Legendary Broadway songwriter Jerry Herman has died. The author of the hit 
musicals Hello, Dolly! Mame and La Cage aux Folles was 88.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

11am-1pm

11-1-19

'Tis the season for Hallmark Christmas movies. OP look’s at surging ratings and the 
growing need for feel-good TV.

Latino USA

Saturday-Sunday

6am-7am

12-27-19

The rock en español group, Maná, is one of the most successful Spanish-language rock 
bands of this generation. They've sold over 40 million records worldwide, and this year 
their "Rayando El Sol" tour broke records previously held by the Eagles and Kanye 
West, when they played seven sold-out shows at the Forum in Los Angeles

Fresh Air

Mon-Friday

1pm-2pm

10-31-19

Martin Scorsese has made so many terrific crime pictures that you would be forgiven for 
doubting whether he had another one in him. The great surprise of his haunting and 
elegiac new movie, The Irishman, is that it doesn't play like a retread so much as a 
reckoning.

1A 

https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=937067


Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm

10-31-19

Zombies occupy a special place in the Halloween monster pantheon. They’re all over 
pop culture, in our shows and our books. While George Romero’s “Night of the Living 
Dead” is credited with starting the undead fascination here in America, zombies aren’t 
exactly an American invention. The concept actually traces its origins back to slavery 
and Haitian folklore.

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

6am-11am

10-17-19

NPR's Noel King speaks with Lupita Nyong'o about her new children's book, Sulwe.

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday 

5pm-7pm

11-30-19

Irving Burgie, a songwriter whose adaptation of the traditional Jamaican folk song "Day-
O" became one of the definitive calypso songs of the 20th century, died on Friday. He 
was 95. Burgie performed in nightclubs as Lord Burgess, but he was best-known as a 
songwriter who helped Harry Belafonte bring calypso to the mainstream.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

10-1-19

Grammy award-winning soprano Jessye Norman has died. The Metropolitan Opera 
calls her "one of the great sopranos of the past half-century."She died in New York on 
Monday at the age of 74. Here & Now's Robin Young remembers Norman's legacy.

https://www.vox.com/2017/7/16/15979370/george-romero-dead-at-77-living-dead
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/31/opinion/a-zombie-is-a-slave-forever.html?smid=fb-share&_r=1&
https://www.metopera.org/user-information/jessye-norman/


Aging and Retirement

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday 

5pm-7pm

12-29-19

 In the 1970s, Gloria Gaynor released a string of disco hits that have gone on to 
become classics, including this one, "Never Can Say Goodbye," and, of course, "I Will 
Survive." Earlier this year, Gloria Gaynor released her 18th studio album. It's a gospel 
record called "Testimony," and it was recently nominated for two Grammy Awards.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

11am-1pm

12-4-19

A 71-year-old psychologist has a message for women of her generation: "Happiness is 
a choice and a set of skills." She lays out the road map. Mary  Pipher, psychologist 
specializing in women, trauma and the effects of our culture on mental health. 

Fresh Air

Mon-Friday

1pm-2pm

10-25-19

Tom Perrotta's novel, Mrs. Fletcher, is now an HBO series. In 2017, he told Terry Gross 
that the book was inspired by the upheaval he experienced when his kids grew up and 
moved out of the house.

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

6am-11am 

10-7-19

Years ago, 70-year-old Mirtha Munoz co-founded The Skyrace which has riders in 
Bolivia climbing 11,000 feet in the mountains. People have died in the fog and the rain. 

https://marypipher.com/


Ms. Munoz is 70 now, but she decided to compete - the oldest rider ever - says the 
unexpected death of her son prompted her to race through the pain. 

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm

10-14-19

Also called a pre-funeral, a living funeral is held for a person who is nearing death.New 
York-based author Mary Elizabeth Williams speaks with Here & Now's Robin Young 
about her experience of attending her friend's living funeral.

https://www.maryelizabethwilliams.net/
https://www.salon.com/2018/01/28/have-your-funeral-before-you-die/

