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Commonwealth Club

JULY 7 6:00am – 7:00am

COWC11

In her new book, Alpha Girls, award-winning journalist Julian Guthrie tells the unforgettable story of four different 
women who, through grit and ingenuity, became stars in the cutthroat, high-stakes, male-dominated world of 
venture capital in Silicon Valley, and helped build some of the foremost companies of our time.

Guthrie takes readers behind the closed doors of venture capital, an industry that transforms economies and 
shapes how we live. Through their experiences juggling work and family, the featured leaders and others 
continued to shape the tech landscape we know today while overcoming unequal pay, actual punches, betrayals, 
and the sexist attitudes prevalent in Silicon Valley and in male-dominated industries everywhere. Despite the 
setbacks, they would rise again to rewrite the rules for an industry they love, paving the way for the next 
generation of women along the way.

Join Guthrie for a powerful live conversation featuring Magdalena Yesil, one of the “alpha girls” in the book, and 
Meaghan Rose, a rising startup founder. The discussion will be led by Will Hearst of Journal of Alta California. 
They’ll explore the world of tech, startups, venture capital and work culture—and how it has and hasn’t changed.

ISSUES: Women’s History, Science & Technology, Economics & Finance, Local Services, Community

JULY 7 7:00am – 8:00am and JULY 14 6:00am – 7:00am

COWC12

La Cocina started in San Francisco, one of the nation’s most competitive food industries, as a grassroots 
organization in the Mission District. It has grown into the best-known kitchen incubator in the United States. La 
Cocina provides support and resources to help women, people of color and immigrants formalize and expand their 
food businesses to create a more diverse and equitable food industry.  

Caleb Zigas, executive director of La Cocina, built the original infrastructure of the incubator program. This 
program now supports nearly 40 growing businesses and continues to break down barriers and strengthen 
communities. For the first time, get a glimpse of this life-changing work with We Are La Cocina, a new cookbook 
that offers over 40 stories of women pursuing economic freedom and includes over 120 of their recipes, bringing a 
taste of that success into your own home.

ISSUES: Race & Culture, Women’s History, Science & Technology, Culinary Arts, Local Services, Community

JULY 7 8:00am – 9:00am, JULY 14 7:00am – 8:00am, and JULY 21 6:00am – 7:00am



COWC13

Representative Eric Swalwell, an East Bay Democrat and fixture in Bay Area politics, launched his presidential 
campaign on “The Late Show with Stephen Colbert” in April 2019. Swalwell’s long-awaited announcement is 
another marker of the generational shift emerging in the 2020 election, and he is sure that millennials are ready to 
take on the country’s toughest issues.

Swalwell was first elected to Congress at the age of 31 after winning an upset primary contest against a 40-year 
Democratic incumbent. Now 38, he is one of the youngest candidates in the presidential race and, if elected, 
would be the youngest president in American history. He is a vocal advocate for stricter gun policies and student 
debt reform, two issues that have earned him national recognition.

Swalwell joins INFORUM to chronicle his rise in Congress, discuss his highly anticipated campaign and urge 
Americans to “go big, be bold, and do good.”

ISSUES: Government, Public Policy, Gun Safety, Student Debt, Local Services, Community

JULY 14 8:00am – 9:00am and JULY 28 6:00am – 7:00am

COWC14

While the San Francisco Bay Area is booming with jobs and (for many) high wages, people are increasingly priced 
out of the housing market and the region is losing people to fill jobs that are essential to California’s economy. In 
response to this crisis, we have seen a proliferation of transit-oriented projects (TODs) which place high-density 
housing above or adjacent to transit centers. TODs provide easy mobility while offering less costly living space. Join 
us to learn the effective strategies used by planners, policy makers and advocates to implement high quality, 
equitable transit-oriented station areas.

ISSUES: Finance & Economics, Affordable Housing, Local Services, Community

JULY 21 8:00am – 9:00am, JULY 28 7:00am – 8:00am, and AUGUST 4 6:00am – 7:00am

COWC15

For over 60 years, fundraisers, nonprofit leaders, donors and volunteers, scholars, and other individuals who work 
in or with the charitable sector have counted on Giving USA to provide the most comprehensive charitable giving 
data available. First published in 1956, Giving USA is the longest-running, most comprehensive report on 
philanthropy in the United States.

At this event, conducted in association with CCS Fundraising and Foundation Center West, local philanthropic and 
nonprofit leaders will review national and exclusive data pertaining to Bay Area giving. Philanthropic giving—
whether to hospitals, universities, the arts or local nonprofits—impacts the lives of all citizens and determines a 
range of services available in our communities now and in the future.

ISSUES: Philanthropy, Health & Safety, Arts & Entertainment, Local Services, Community

JULY 28 8:00am – 9:00am, AUGUST 4 7:00am – 8:00am, and AUGUST 11 6:00am – 7:00am

COWC16



San Francisco and Detroit are each home to highly diverse and vibrant communities with strong community 
leaders and anchor institutions, but they suffer from historic disinvestment and are in need of greater economic 
vitality, more investments, updated infrastructure and civic attention—especially for issues relating to children. In 
neighborhoods across these two geographies, community leaders, advocates and policymakers are seeking 
solutions and looking for equitable development strategies that can allow communities to thrive. In this forum, 
Fred Blackwell, CEO of the San Francisco Foundation, and Tonya Allen, CEO of Detroit’s Skillman Foundation, will 
discuss with KQED’s Mina Kim how they have attempted to tackle the enduring challenge of strengthening 
communities in their regions. 

ISSUES: Government & Politics, Finance & Economics, Race & Culture, Education, Local Services, Community

AUGUST 4 8:00am – 9:00am, AUGUST 11 7:00am – 8:00am, and AUGUST 18 6:00am – 7:00am

COWC17

Join us for the first joint public appearance by the former governor and first lady since leaving office. Here’s a rare 
opportunity to hear their views on issues impacting the state, the United States and the world, in addition to 
learning about their unique relationship. Come for an engaging, unabashed and lively conversation, and bring your 
questions.

Edmund G. “Jerry” Brown Jr. served four terms as California’s governor in addition to being the state’s attorney 
general and mayor of Oakland. He graduated from UC Berkeley and attended Yale Law School. His achievements 
include: eliminating the state’s multibillion dollar budget deficit, cutting the state’s unemployment rate to a record 
low, adding nearly three million new jobs, expanding health coverage, and enacting sweeping reforms in the areas 
of public safety, immigration, workers’ compensation, water, pension, education, housing and economic 
development. Under Brown, California also established nation-leading targets to protect the environment and 
fight climate change.

Anne Gust Brown married Governor Brown in 2005 and served as unpaid special counsel to the governor. Gust 
Brown grew up in Michigan and graduated from Stanford University and the University of Michigan Law School. 
She previously served as general counsel and chief administrative officer at Gap Inc. and helped run a number of 
Governor Brown’s successful campaigns.

ISSUES: Government & Politics, Finance & Economics, Health & Safety, Education, Local Services, Community

AUGUST 11 8:00am – 9:00am, AUGUST 18 7:00am – 8:00am, and AUGUST 25 6:00am – 7:00am

COWC18

From the beat of the drum to the stroke of the brush to the power of the spoken word, art has been central to the 
Bay Area’s long history of activism. It’s those movements that have partnered closely with artists that have had 
some of the strongest ripples, from immigrant rights to the LGBTQ pride movement. In its many forms, art has the 
power to touch hearts, change minds and strengthen communities during difficult times. Today, as we face a new 
set of challenges, protest art is experiencing a renaissance in the Bay Area. With the click of a mouse, movement 
artists are engaging new audiences on a whole new set of platforms. Join the San Francisco Foundation, together 
with some of the Bay Area’s most renowned “artivists,” to discuss the role of art in today’s social justice.

ISSUES: Arts & Entertainment, LGBTQ Pride Movement, Activism, Education, Local Services, Community



AUGUST 18 8:00am – 9:00am, AUGUST 25 7:00am – 8:00am, and SEPTEMBER 1 6:00am – 
7:00am

COWC19

Congresswoman Barbara Lee has spent 20 years representing Oakland and the East Bay in Congress. First elected 
as U.S. representative for California’s 9th (now 13th) congressional district in 1998, she has enjoyed a storied 
career, including stints within the California State Assembly and State Senate. Throughout her career, Lee has 
advocated for LGBTQ rights, minority rights, women's rights and an end to the cycle of poverty. Most notably, she 
was the lone vote against the war on terror, which was lauded by the anti-war community. Today, she serves on 
the House Appropriations Committee and the House Committee on the Budget, and she previously served as chair 
of the Congressional Black Caucus.

ISSUES: Government & Politics, LGBTQ Rights, Race & Culture, Women’s Rights, Economics & Finance, Education, 
Local Services, Community

AUGUST 25 8:00am – 9:00am, SEPTEMBER 1 7:00am – 8:00am, and SEPTEMBER 8 6:00am – 
7:00am

COWC20

Sometimes a commitment to an idea can drive the idea’s originator to do unthinkable things. According to 
journalist John Carreyrou, this is the phenomenon that drove Silicon Valley company, Theranos and its founder 
Elizabeth Holmes down a road that led to charges of “massive fraud.” The story of Theranos began like many 
companies in Silicon Valley — as a bold vision. Theranos’s goal was to create a portable mini lab that could capture 
accurate test results from a drop or two of blood pricked from a finger. To make this goal a reality, Holmes and 
Theranos lied when the devices did not work. Eager to see her vision through and offer tests to the public, Holmes 
sidestepped federal regulations and covered up inaccurate test results with high gloss PR. John Carreyrou, 
investigative reporter at The Wall Street Journal, dives deep into this conspiracy in his book Bad Blood: Secrets and 
Lies in a Silicon Valley Startup. He will explore what he calls “a narrative about heroes and villains, and an 
examination of failed oversight, lax regulation, corporate malfeasance and the lengths some companies are willing 
to go to in an effort to circumvent the law.”

ISSUES: Science & Technology, Fraud Protection, Government & Politics, Local Services, Community

SEPTEMBER 1 8:00am – 9:00am, SEPTEMBER 8 7:00am – 8:00am, and SEPTEMBER 15 6:00am – 
7:00am

COWC21

Robert Reich is one of the most beloved and influential voices in progressive politics today. In his new book, The 
Common Good, the former secretary of labor, and professor of public policy at U.C. Berkeley, contends that 
America has trapped itself in a vicious cycle of “whatever it takes” that has left us more divided than ever. As a 
result, Americans are experiencing an erosion of trust in our media, the largest income inequality in modern 
history, and the resurgence of nationalist movements and racist rhetoric. Yet despite this political bickering, Reich 
argues this cycle can—and must—be reversed. He believes that Americans should focus on our shared ideals and 
values, rather than what divides us. Join us as Robert Reich visits The Commonwealth Club to discuss how we can 
work together to create a stronger future for all. Reich will discuss his belief that "the political class is beholden to 



special interests who demand unsustainable spending, and that the unfunded liability crisis can be solved if we 
unshackle the engines of economic growth.

ISSUES: Government & Politics, Economics & Finance, Education, Local Services, Community

SEPTEMBER 8 8:00am – 9:00am and SEPTEMBER 22 6:00am – 7:00am

COWC22

Ten years into a historic economic expansion, inflation remains surprisingly subdued. Is this a problem or a 
benefit? San Francisco Federal Reserve Bank President Mary Daly will talk about navigating this debate and finding 
clarity as a policymaker. Daly became president and CEO of the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco on October 
1, 2018. In this role, she participates on the Federal Open Market Committee, bringing the 12th district’s 
perspective to monetary policy discussions in Washington, D.C. Daly is a widely respected expert on labor markets 
with an unusual breadth of personal experience. She dropped out of high school at the age of 15, working in a 
doughnut shop and at Target before a friend persuaded her to earn a general education diploma. She worked her 
way through college at the University of Missouri–Kansas City, then earned a doctorate from Syracuse University 
before joining the Fed in 1996. Prior to her appointment to president, Daly served as the bank’s executive vice 
president and director of research. Daly has become a strong voice for increasing diversity among the leadership 
ranks of the Federal Reserve System by building the pipeline of women and minorities entering the economics 
profession. Come hear a unique perspective from an official responsible for supporting a safe, sound and stable 
American financial system.

ISSUES: Economics & Finances, Government & Politics, Education, Local Services, Community

SEPTEMBER 15 8:00am – 9:00am and SEPTEMBER 29 6:00am – 7:00am

COWC23

Joe Talbot is a fifth-generation San Franciscan who began developing “The Last Black Man in San Francisco” with 
his childhood friend and star Jimmie Fails after leaving high school early to pursue film. Talbot, a Sundance 
Institute fellow, wrote and directed the acclaimed short American Paradise, which was shown at Sundance and 
SXSW. His feature-length debut was “The Last Black Man in San Francisco,” a movie that captures the past and 
present of this fast-changing city through the tale of Jimmie and his best friend Mont, who set out to reclaim the 
house Jimmie grew up in.

And just added to our program: Star Jimmie Fails. Fails most recently starred in A24's “The Last Black Man in San 
Francisco”, which made its debut at the 2019 Sundance Film Festival. Joe Talbot, Fails' best friend and longtime 
collaborator, directed the film with Plan B producing. It is a fable-like story based on Fails' life and the 
gentrification of San Francisco. It is his feature-length acting debut.

ISSUES: Race & Culture, Education, Arts, Local Services, Community

SEPTEMBER 22 8:00am – 9:00am and SEPTEMBER 29 7:00am – 8:00am

COWC24

Homelessness is one of the most critical health issues of our time. Even the best care isn’t enough to keep people 
healthy if they do not have a roof over their head. A safe, stable home is necessary to thrive. Yet much of America 



is grappling with some of the highest costs of housing and highest rates of homelessness of our time. What can we 
do to reverse the trend? What haven’t we thought of? Given the bright minds and wealth of the 21st century, we 
cannot accept that homelessness is unsolvable. Join a diverse panel of experts and advocates as they discuss this 
growing public health crisis. Together we will explore new ways to solve homelessness.

ISSUES: Homelessness, Health & Safety, Economics & Finance, Local Services, Community

SEPTEMBER 29 8:00am – 9:00am

COWC25

Key industries in California, from restaurant to technology to hospitality, touch our lives each day and are central 
to the state’s economy. Yet hundreds of thousands of workers fueling these industries face daily challenges in 
making ends meet. Whether working the night shift or behind the kitchen door, many have limited voice or 
influence on the economic conditions that affect their lives and families.

A 2018 survey by the Public Religion Research Institute, a nonprofit, nonpartisan research institute, found that 
nearly half of all California workers struggle with poverty, with more than one-third facing a host of difficult 
financial choices regularly, such as putting off seeing a doctor or purchasing medications, paying the rent or a 
mortgage, or paying a monthly bill. And one in 10 struggling workers report wages being withheld by an employer 
without cause.

Join us for an opportunity to hear from three extraordinary leaders who will share their perspectives on the 
challenges facing working Californians today and their efforts to ensure every worker in California is afforded 
dignity, respect and the opportunity to advance economically.

ISSUES: Science & Technology, Finance & Economics, Health & Safety, Local Services, Community

Business Rockstars

JULY 21 7:00am – 7:30am

BRSF01

Guests: 

Kevin O'Leary - Shark Tank Host and Chairman of O'Shares ETF, Gregg Spiridellis and Evan Spiridellis - Co-Founders 
of JibJab, John Kobs - Founder & CEO of Apartmentlist.com, and Kalika Yap - CEO of Citrus Studios

Kevin O'Leary - Shark Tank Host and Chairman of O'Shares ETF talks about how his first job as an ice-cream scooper 
shaped his outlook on wanting to run his own company and what he looks for when investing in companies. Take a 
behind the scenes look at JibJab’s digital entertainment studio with a slide right down the middle of the office in 
OFFICELAND. John Kobs talks about why you must stay focused as an entrepreneur. Kalika Yap talks about how 
being dumped at an internet café propelled her to start her career, learn how to code, and be an entrepreneur.

ISSUES: Business & Entrepreneurs, Finance & Economics, Local Services, Community

JULY 21 7:30am – 8:00am



BRSF02

Guests:

Tony Xu – CEO of DoorDash, Ramon Baez - Former HP Executive and serial entrepreneur, Alli Webb, Co-Founder of 
DryBar, and Byton employees - Officeland

Tony Xu, CEO of DoorDash, talks about his San Francisco–based on-demand food delivery service. Former HP 
Executive, Ramon Baez, talks about his executive journey and the difference between going next level in a 
corporation versus startup environment. Alli Webb, a multi-millionaire and successful founder of Drybar talks 
about following her passion and how she made a profit. Go behind the scenes of BYTON, all-electric vehicle 
automotive brand based in San Jose, California.

ISSUES: Business & Entrepreneurs, Finance & Economics, Local Services, Community

SEPTEMBER 15 7:00am – 7:30am

BRSF03

Guests:

Leah Busque – Executive Chairwoman of TaskRabbit, Grant Langston – CEO of eHarmony, McCormick Employees – 
Officeland, and Kate Gorman, Founder and CEO of Fort Mason Games

Leah Busque, Executive Chairwoman of TaskRabbit and a trail-blazer in the on-demand service market talks about 
how she bootstrapped her company for the first 18 months with no funding. Grant Langston, CEO of eHarmony 
tells us his journey on starting off as the third employee to now being the head of the company. Take a look at the 
McCormick & Co. headquarters in Maryland and see how some of your favorite spices are made. Kate Gorman, 
Founder and CEO of Fort Mason Games talks about what it's like to head up a growing startup team. 

ISSUES: Business & Entrepreneurs, Finance & Economics, Local Services, Community

SEPTEMBER 15 7:30am – 8:00am

BRSF04

Guests:

Ludovic Ulrich - Head of Startup Relations at Salesforce, Vertafore Employees – Officeland, Danyelle Bruno - CEO of 
Tender Greens, and Natasha Case – Co-Founder of Coolhaus

Ludovic Ulrich, Head of Startup Relations at Salesforce talks about the startup culture. Check out the software 
development company, Vertafore, located in Denver, CO. They have an open floor plan and beer on tap. Danyelle 
Bruno, CEO of Tender Greens talks about her impressive career before starting at Tender Greens, and the 
transition she faced as the CEO of a food company. Natasha Case, Co-Founder of Coolhaus talks about being a 
female founder and how she deals with being outnumbered in an investor meeting.

ISSUES: Business & Entrepreneurs, Finance & Economics, Local Services, Community

SEPTEMBER 22 7:00am – 7:30am



BRSF05

Guests:

Chris Hopper - Head of E-sports at Riot Games, Vacasa Employees – Officeland, Mehul Patel - CEO of Hired.com, 
Rachel Geicke, Founder of Snow Monkey

Chris Hopper talks about his responsibility of the professional play of League of Legends, the most played video 
game in the world. The Vacasa Headquarters in Portland have standing treadmill desks, ping-pong tables, and beer 
on tap. Rachel Geicke, Founder of Snow Monkey talks explains why your employees should support you and 
challenge you at the same time. Mehul Patel, CEO of Hired.com talks about how he has been building marketplace 
companies for the last decade.

ISSUES: Business & Entrepreneurs, Finance & Economics, Local Services, Community

SEPTEMBER 22 7:30am – 8:00am

BRSF06

Guests:

Emmett B. Keefe, Operating Partner at Insight Venture Partners, Dawoon Kang – Co-Founder of Coffee Meets 
Bagel, Tammy Sun – CEO of Carrot Fertility Coverage, Twenty20 Employees – Officeland 

Emmet Keefe talks about how he leveraged his network to close big investment funding. Dawoon Kang, Co-
Founder of Coffee Meets Bagel discusses why she turned down an offer from Mark Cuban. Tammy Sun, CEO of 
Carrot Fertility explains how integral a network of female cohorts can be. Take a look at Twenty20’s office with 
open moveable walls and cute dogs.

ISSUES: Business & Entrepreneurs, Finance & Economics, Local Services, Community


