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COWC01

Every night, more than 130,000 people go to sleep homeless in California. An estimated 25,000 of them are in the 
San Francisco Bay Area: sleeping on couches, in cars or sometimes in tents on the sidewalk. At this point, people 
from coast to coast know that the Bay Area is in the midst of a housing crisis. But what is the city doing to address 
the affordable housing and homelessness crisis?

Come hear from some of the Bay Area’s leading experts on issues surrounding homelessness. From working on the 
service and legal sides to fighting for policy changes to having experienced homelessness themselves, our speakers 
will discuss the state of the crisis, how we got here and where we’re headed next.

ISSUES: Homelessness, Local Services, Community, Economics, Government

APRIL 21 7:00am – 8:00am, APRIL 28 6:00am – 7:00am, and APRIL 28 8:00am – 9:00am

COWC02

Jackie Speier was 28 when she joined Congressman Leo Ryan’s delegation to rescue defectors from cult leader Jim 
Jones’ Peoples Temple in Jonestown, Guyana. Ryan was killed on the airstrip tarmac, and Speier was shot five 
times at point-blank range. While recovering from what would become one of the most harrowing tragedies in 
recent history, Speier had to choose: Would she become a victim or a fighter? The choice to survive against 
unfathomable odds empowered her with a resolve to become a vocal proponent for human rights.

From the formative nightmare that radically molded her perspective and instincts to the devastating personal and 
professional challenges that would follow, her memoir, Undaunted, reveals the perseverance of a determined 
force in American politics. Deeply rooted in Speier’s experiences as a widow, a mother, a congresswoman and a 
fighter, hers is a story of true resilience, one that will inspire other women to draw strength from adversity in order 
to do what is right—no matter the challenges ahead.

ISSUES: Government, Community, Health & Safety, Local Services



MAY 5 6:00am – 7:00am and MAY 5 8:00am – 9:00am

COWC03

The Bay Area arts community is at an inflection point, facing accelerating changes on a host of fronts. Technology 
is driving new ways for artists to create and audiences to experience and participate in the arts. Demographic 
shifts are posing challenges for many long-standing arts institutions trying to engage new audiences. Securing 
space for performances and artists in the Bay Area’s white-hot real estate market tests the sector’s 
resourcefulness as never before. Amidst all this change, the funding landscape is shifting too, with longtime arts 
funders leaving the field and new business models showing great promise.

What is the state of the arts in the San Francisco Bay Area in 2018? Join the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
and arts experts from across the region and around the country for a discussion of where we go next. The panel 
discussion will be followed by the presentation of the Hewlett 50 Arts Commissions 2018 awards in theater, 
musical theater and spoken word.

ISSUES: Science & Technology, Arts & Entertainment, Community, Local Services, Economics

MAY 5 7:00am – 8:00am, MAY 12 6:00am – 7:00am, and MAY 12 8:00am – 9:00am

COWC04

There’s no doubt about it: The San Francisco Bay Area is in the midst of a housing crisis. But while people may 
disagree about the root causes, the costs or the most promising legislation, there’s one thing everyone agrees on: 
The only hope of solving it is through monumental multi-sector collaboration.

Join the San Francisco Foundation, the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, the Ford Foundation, Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation, corporate leaders and housing advocates for a conversation about bold solutions, hosted at The 
Commonwealth Club.

This event will also celebrate the launch of an exciting new effort to build a more livable, inclusive and vibrant Bay 
Area. Come learn how a diverse array of partners will protect up to 175,000 households and preserve and produce 
more than 8,000 homes over the next 5–10 years. The time for incremental change is over.

ISSUES: Housing Crisis, Community, Local Services, Economics

MAY 12 7:00am – 8:00am, MAY 19 6:00am – 7:00am, and MAY 19 8:00am – 9:00am

COWC05

Celebrate Women’s History Month and International Women’s Day with an intimate conversation with San 
Francisco Mayor London Breed. Following her election in 2018, Mayor Breed is the city’s first African-American 
female mayor and just the second woman to ever hold the office, elected during a historic year for women’s 
representation in local and national politics.

The mayor has lived a life of public service. Prior to her election as District 5 supervisor in 2012 and her service as 
Board president from 2015–2018, she served as executive director of the African American Art and Culture 
Complex in the Western Addition for 10 years. She also served as a San Francisco Redevelopment Agency 
commissioner for five years and in 2010 was appointed by the then Mayor Gavin Newsom to be a San Francisco 
fire commissioner.



Join INFORUM as we hear from Mayor Breed on the priorities for her administration, with a lens of economic 
justice, on the biggest issues of our day, including housing, criminal justice reform, education and public safety.

ISSUES: Women’s History, Race & Culture, Government & Politics, Local Services, Community

MAY 19 7:00am – 8:00am, MAY 26 6:00am – 7:00am, and MAY 26 8:00am – 9:00am

COWC06

Republicans in California are at a crossroads. In a historic midterm election, Republicans lost half of their U.S. 
House delegation while Democrats cemented their supermajorities in both state legislative chambers and swept 
statewide offices for the third straight election.

With the Golden State seemingly slipping from the GOP, what steps should the party take to regain its foothold 
and expand its appeal? Is a comeback possible in this new era of hyperpolarization? Three prominent Republicans 
will offer their take on where the party can go from here.

Catharine Baker served as assemblywoman for the East Bay’s 16th District from 2014–2018. As the only elected 
Republican in statewide office from the Bay Area, Baker had to tow a fine line between her party and her 
constituents. Kevin Faulconer currently serves as the 36th mayor of San Diego, where he uses his platform to 
advocate for a moderate California Republican Party that supports action on climate change and a pathway to 
citizenship for undocumented immigrants. Kristin Olsen is the former minority leader of the California State 
Assembly, where she spearheaded Republican policies during her term. Matt Shupe is a Bay Area political 
consultant and chairman of the Contra Costa Republican Party. During the 2018 election, Shupe worked as 
communications director for John Cox’s gubernatorial campaign.

Join us for this important conversation about a changing state and the Republican Party’s fight for survival.

ISSUES: Government & Politics, Economics, Community, Local Services, Public Policy

MAY 26 7:00am – 8:00am, JUNE 2 6:00am – 7:00am, JUNE 2 8:00am – 9:00am, and JUNE 16 
6:00am – 7:00am

COWC07

Known as the ultimate coach, the legendary Bill Campbell mentored some of the best and brightest tech 
entrepreneurs, including Apple co-founder Steve Jobs and Google co-founders Larry Page and Sergey Brin.

In honor of Bill Campbell, authors Eric Schmidt, Jonathan Rosenberg and Alan Eagle wrote Trillion Dollar Coach 
highlighting some of his most valuable lessons in forward-thinking business and management. The trio all recounts 
their firsthand experiences with “Coach Bill,” giving a unique glimpse into the fast-paced environment of Silicon 
Valley. 

Schmidt served as Google CEO from 2001 to 2011, Google executive chairman from 2011 to 2015 and executive 
chairman of Alphabet from 2015 to 2018. Rosenberg was a senior vice president at Google and is an adviser to the 
Alphabet management team. Eagle is the director of executive communications at Google.

ISSUES: Science & Technology, Community, Economics & Finance



JUNE 2 7:00am – 8:00am, JUNE 9 6:00am – 7:00am, JUNE 9 7:00am – 8:00am, JUNE 9 8:00am – 
9:00am, and JUNE 16 7:00am – 8:00am

COWC08

The stigma and discrimination surrounding mental illness is deeply rooted in American culture and society. Bring 
Change to Mind (BC2M) is a national nonprofit organization dedicated to encouraging dialogue about mental 
health and to raising awareness, understanding and empathy. Award-winning actor and advocate Glenn Close co-
founded Bring Change to Mind in 2010 after her sister Jessie Close was diagnosed with bipolar disorder and her 
nephew Calen Pick was diagnosed with schizoaffective disorder.

Science and evidence-based programs are essential to achieving the work of BC2M. The organization’s seven 
public service announcements have provided stigma-reducing messaging to more than four billion individuals. By 
mobilizing deeply engaged change agents, especially youth, to collectively talk about mental health, BC2M is able 
to encourage healthy help seeking behavior, greater resilience and self-care techniques. It is transforming feelings 
of isolation and despair into feelings of community and hope. The organization’s peer-led high school clubs, 
operating in 16 states, are a great example of how youth can, and will, change the perspectives on mental illness in 
our lifetime. Join Glenn Close and other BC2M leaders for a conversation about the power of advocacy, science 
and youth leadership to reduce stigma and creative positive change in the world of mental health.

ISSUES: Health & Safety, Community, Local Services, Science & Technology, Education

JUNE 16 8:00am – 9:00am and JUNE 23 6:00am – 7:00am

COWC09

When Nancy Pelosi first ran for political office at the age of 47, she wasn’t new to politics. From the time she spent 
helping her father while he served as the mayor of Baltimore, working for Jerry Brown’s presidential campaign or 
serving as the Democratic Party chair of California, she developed skills that would propel her to the peak of 
American politics. As the speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives, she is now the most powerful woman in 
the political history of the United States.

In the first 100 days of the 116th Congress, Speaker Pelosi and House Democrats have worked on their “for the 
people” agenda, passing legislation to clean up corruption and restore ethics to Washington, D.C., a bipartisan 
background checks bill, and what many Democrats call a landmark paycheck fairness bill. House Democrats are 
also pursuing a bipartisan infrastructure deal, looking at ways to expand and protect the right to vote, tackling 
climate change, and lowering health care costs and prescription drug prices for all Americans.

This progress comes as Democrats welcome the most diverse caucus in the history of Congress, including more 
than 100 women in the same Congress that America will mark 100 years since women won the right to vote. 
Speaker Pelosi says this diversity is a strength that enables Democrats to more fully represent the values and 
voices of the American people and deliver progress in their lives.

How will the Democratic Party try to recreate the success it saw in the 2018 midterm elections? As America heads 
toward the presidential election in 2020, join us for a conversation with the iconic face of the Democratic Party, 
and bring your questions.

ISSUES: Government & Politics, Local Services, Public Policy, Women’s Issues



JUNE 23 7:00am – 8:00am and JUNE 30 6:00am – 7:00am

COWC10

Celebrate Women’s History Month with INFORUM and a conversation with local and national legend Betty Reid 
Soskin! At 96, she’s currently the oldest serving career park ranger with the National Park Service—just one 
chapter in a long life of public service and her active role in the social evolution of the United States.

Reid Soskin’s remarkable resume ranges from clerking in an all-black trade union during World War II to political 
activism and songwriting during the Civil Rights Movement, from running a record store to working as a 
congressional field representative, and, finally, to her work as a historian. When the National Park Service began to 
plan the Rosie the Riveter World War II Home Front National Historical Park in Richmond, CA, Reid Soskin played a 
key role in shaping and designing the park, ensuring that the reality of history—including racism, segregation and 
sexism—weren’t left out of the narrative. The great-granddaughter of a slave, Reid Soskin’s life spans World War II 
to the Civil Rights Movement to the election of the first black president, and her experiences and observations 
allow for unique insight into our country’s history.

The ultimate storyteller, she is the lead figure in a forthcoming documentary being made by Rosie the Riveter Trust 
detailing the African-American experience in the United States from World War II to the present day, and she was 
featured in a multi-part PBS special. She still regularly draws crowds to the park with her powerful presentations, 
blogs and writes regularly, and was even invited to officiate the White House Tree Lighting Ceremony with 
President Obama.

Join us for insights into Reid Soskin’s full life and the backdrop of history of which she and her work are a vital part 
of  to this d

ISSUES: Women’s History, Race & Culture, Local Services, Government & Politics, History, Community

JUNE 23 8:00am – 9:00am and JUNE 30 7:00am – 8:00am

COWC11

In her new book, Alpha Girls, award-winning journalist Julian Guthrie tells the unforgettable story of four different 
women who, through grit and ingenuity, became stars in the cutthroat, high-stakes, male-dominated world of 
venture capital in Silicon Valley, and helped build some of the foremost companies of our time.

Guthrie takes readers behind the closed doors of venture capital, an industry that transforms economies and 
shapes how we live. Through their experiences juggling work and family, the featured leaders and others 
continued to shape the tech landscape we know today while overcoming unequal pay, actual punches, betrayals, 
and the sexist attitudes prevalent in Silicon Valley and in male-dominated industries everywhere. Despite the 
setbacks, they would rise again to rewrite the rules for an industry they love, paving the way for the next 
generation of women along the way.

Join Guthrie for a powerful live conversation featuring Magdalena Yesil, one of the “alpha girls” in the book, and 
Meaghan Rose, a rising startup founder. The discussion will be led by Will Hearst of Journal of Alta California. 
They’ll explore the world of tech, startups, venture capital and work culture—and how it has and hasn’t changed.

ISSUES: Women’s History, Science & Technology, Economics & Finance, Local Services, Community



JUNE 30 8:00am – 9:00am

COWC12

La Cocina started in San Francisco, one of the nation’s most competitive food industries, as a grassroots 
organization in the Mission District. It has grown into the best-known kitchen incubator in the United States. La 
Cocina provides support and resources to help women, people of color and immigrants formalize and expand their 
food businesses to create a more diverse and equitable food industry.  

Caleb Zigas, executive director of La Cocina, built the original infrastructure of the incubator program. This 
program now supports nearly 40 growing businesses and continues to break down barriers and strengthen 
communities. For the first time, get a glimpse of this life-changing work with We Are La Cocina, a new cookbook 
that offers over 40 stories of women pursuing economic freedom and includes over 120 of their recipes, bringing a 
taste of that success into your own home.

ISSUES: Local Services, Women’s Issues, Race & Culture, Community


