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Issues of Concern to Bethesda, MD/Washington, DC 
Addressed in Responsive Programming in the  

4th Quarter, 2014 
 
 
 Subject 

 
Description of Issue of Concern 
 

1. Drunk Driving 
 

New laws to combat drunk driving; Program to 
encourage use of designated driver during holidays 
 

2. Poverty 
 

Program to combat hunger; Local organization that 
benefits low-income families with young children  
 

3. Education 
 

College preparedness for low-income high school 
students; Groundbreaking program for students with 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
 

4. LGBT 
 

Repeal of Don’t Ask/Don’t Tell: 3 Years Later 
 

5. Breast Cancer 
Awareness 
 

New treatment for breast cancer 
 

6. Children’s Welfare 
 

Advocacy program for children in the foster care system; 
Anti-bullying program 
 

7. Diabetes 
 

Diabetes Awareness Month; Focus on foot care for 
individuals with diabetes 
 

8. Affordable Care Act 
 

Great improvements in the second open-enrollment 
period 
 

9. Veterans Affairs 
 

Blue Star Families; Wreaths Across America 
 

10. Human Trafficking 
 

Slave-free holiday shopping; Human trafficking in 
Maryland 
 

 
 
  



WIAD-FM Programs That Address Community Issues 
(Regularly Scheduled Public Affairs Programs) 

4th Quarter, 2014 
 
 
 Public Affairs Program 

 
Schedule and Description 
 

1. 
 

“Fresh Perspectives” 
 

Sundays, 7:00 to 8:00 a.m. Produced by Sarah 
Jacobs, this show features representatives from 
area nonprofits, as well as government leaders, 
health experts, educators and artists, discussing 
issues of local, regional and national concern. 

   
   
 
 
 
 
  



Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter, 2014 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 
 
ISSUE: 
 

Drunk Driving 
 

  
 Fresh Perspectives 

October 5, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
10 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

Every 19 hours, a drunk driver with a child in the car is arrested.  A new Maryland law requires 
that anyone who is convicted of Driving Under the Influence (DUI) with a child in the car will 
have a mandatory ignition lock device installed in their car.  Washington Regional Alcohol 
Program (WRAP) President Kurt Erickson discusses the new law, as well as changes in existing 
law that WRAP would still like to see enacted.   
 
 
 Fresh Perspectives 

December 14, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
8 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

Washington Regional Alcohol Program (WRAP) President Kurt Erickson returns to the 
program to talk about the Holiday Sober Ride program.  In addition to the education and 
advocacy work that WRAP conducts through the year, they also coordinate a program to 
provide free taxi rides during four holiday periods through the year: Christmas/New Year’s 
Eve, St. Patrick’s Day, 4th of July and Halloween.  SoberRide contracts with cab companies in 
the greater Washington region to provide free cab rides (up to $30) for individuals who have 
consumed too much alcohol to drive home safely.   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  



Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter, 2014 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 
 
ISSUE: 
 

Poverty 
 

  
 Fresh Perspectives 

October 5, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
6 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

During the week of October 6-12, Maryland Hunger Solutions and Virginia Hunger Solutions 
invite individuals to take the SNAP (food stamp) challenge.  Participants agree to feed 
themselves on a budget of just $33 for the entire week, the equivalent of a week’s worth of food 
stamp benefits.  Maryland Hunger Solutions Executive Director Michael Wilson discusses the 
purpose of the challenge as a means to raise awareness of why SNAP (food stamp) benefits 
should be improved. 
 
 Fresh Perspectives 

October 12, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
26 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

For thousands of people in our region, the onset of cooler temperatures signals the season when 
they must make the tough choice between heating and eating.  Mary Ellen Vanni is the 
executive director of Fuel Fund of Maryland, which provides resources to vulnerable Maryland 
families for heat and home utility needs.  Last year, the Fuel Fund served just over 9,600 
households.  This year, they are on track to provide assistance to over 13,000 households.  
Vanni discusses ways in which families can apply for assistance, as well as ways in which 
individuals or corporations can donate to the Fuel Fund of Maryland, either monetarily or 
through volunteering. 
 
 Fresh Perspectives 

November 16, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
12 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

Diapers are a necessity for infants and toddlers, but they’re expensive.  DC Diaper Bank works 
to provide an adequate supply of diapers for families in the Washington, DC, metropolitan area.  
Through diaper drives and donations, DC Diaper Bank serves more than 2,500 families per 
month.  Founder and executive director Corinne Cannon was recently honored by L’Oreal Paris 
as one of its Ten Women of Worth 2014, and was awarded $10,000 to support the work of DC 
Diaper Bank.  Cannon also discusses the ways in which DC Diaper Bank has expanded over the 
past two years, providing even wider services from a new warehouse in Montgomery County. 



Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter, 2014 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 
ISSUE: 
 

Education 

  
 Fresh Perspectives 

October 5, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
26 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

The cost of higher education is often an insurmountable barrier to achieving a college degree.  
Don Bosco Cristo Rey (DBCR) High School is a Catholic college-preparatory school that offers 
an innovative corporate work-study program to students in the Washington, DC, area who are 
motivated to help earn their tuition money.  The school is modeled in the tradition of St. John 
Bosco who, according to the DBCR website, “educated young people for life in an environment 
of trust and loving kindness.”  Father Steve Shafran, the founding president of DBCR, discusses 
the school’s rigorous educational program, as well as the values and ethics students are required 
to model, which DBCR believes are essential for a successful and fulfilling life. 
 
 Fresh Perspectives 

November 2, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
13 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

One in five children in the U.S. between the ages of 3 and 20 struggles with learning and 
attention issues. Because of misconceptions and a lack of information and resources, parents 
often struggle to provide the help their children need. Understood.org is a comprehensive, free 
online resource developed by a coalition of experts that cuts through the confusion and gives 
parents a clear path to the targeted intervention and support to help their children thrive in the 
classroom.  Dr. Ned Hallowell, an expert in treating children with attention issues, and Rachel 
Vitti, an advocate and parent of a child with learning issues, discuss this free resource. 
 
 Fresh Perspectives 

November 23, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
28 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

According to their website, “Playworks’ vision is that one day every child in America will get to 
play every day. We create a place for every kid on the playground, a place where every kid 
belongs, has fun and is part of the game.”  Susan Comfort, executive director of Playworks DC, 
and Abby McPherson, program coordinator and full-time Playworks coach at Savoy 
Elementary School in Southeast DC discuss the benefits of the Playworks program and the 
ways in which the Playworks mission develops a culture of inclusion and conflict resolution 
that carries over from recess into the classroom. (Also address issue of Children’s Welfare) 



 
Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 

4th Quarter, 2014 
 (October 1 through December 31) 

 
 
ISSUE: 
 

LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) Issues 
 

  
 Fresh Perspectives 

October 5, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
11 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

It’s been three years since the repeal of the controversial Don’t Ask/Don’t Tell (DADT) policy.  
Put into effect 17 years earlier during the Clinton administration, DADT barred openly 
homosexual men and women from serving in the U.S. military. With its repeal, service 
members who were discharged for being homosexual have been allowed the opportunity to re-
enlist, while gays and lesbians who have wanted to serve without compromising their sexual 
identity are now free to join the armed forces.  Many cheered the repeal of DADT, while others 
feared it would weaken our military.  In his special report, Almost Equal, WNEW national 
security correspondent Chas Henry takes a look at the state of our U.S. armed forces three years 
after this major policy change. 
 
 
  



Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter, 2014 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 
 
ISSUE: 
 

Breast Cancer Awareness 

  
 Fresh Perspectives 

October 12, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
6 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

October is breast cancer awareness month, an annual campaign to increase awareness of the 
disease, its early detection and treatment.  Madhulika Sikka, the executive editor of NPR News, 
discusses the book that she wrote based on her own experience with breast cancer entitled, A 
Breast Cancer Alphabet.   This A-Z guide provides the frank and personal insight that can be so 
valuable to a woman struggling with a breast cancer diagnosis.   
 
 Fresh Perspectives 

October 19, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
12 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

As part of the campaign to increase awareness of breast cancer, we turn the focus to new 
treatments.  Dr. Eleni Tsoumis is chief of Breast Surgery and director of the Ourisman Breast 
Center at MedStar Georgetown University Hospital.  Dr. Tsoumis discusses Intrabeam 
Intraoperative Radiation Therapy (IORT), a single-dose radiation treatment.  For women with 
early stage breast cancer, IORT offers some women the choice of one radiation treatment given 
on one day, instead of several radiation doses given over a period of five to six weeks.  The 
single dose exposes healthy tissue to less radiation, has fewer side effects and saves patients the 
hassle of multiple follow-up treatments.  Dr. Tsoumis also discusses the breast cancer basics:  
ways to reduce breast cancer risk, importance of self-detection and mammography.  
 
 
 
  



Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter, 2014 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 
ISSUE: 
 

Children’s Welfare 
 

  
 Fresh Perspectives 

October 19, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
24 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

CASA for Children of DC is a volunteer-driven organization that advocates for abused and 
neglected children in Washington, DC.  CASA stands for Court Appointed Special Advocate, 
and according to a report by the Inspector General, U.S. Department of Justice, a child who has 
a CASA spends less time in long-term foster care and is less likely to be homeless. 
 
Kari Lorimer, senior manager of CASA for Children of DC, which serves about 200 children a 
year, talks about how to apply to be a CASA, the training that each CASA candidate undergoes, 
as well as other ways that people can support the work of CASA, either through volunteering or 
monetary donations. 
 
  

 
 Fresh Perspectives 

November 23, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
28 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

According to their website, “Playworks’ vision is that one day every child in America will get to 
play every day. We create a place for every kid on the playground, a place where every kid 
belongs, has fun and is part of the game.”  Susan Comfort, executive director of Playworks DC, 
and Abby McPherson, program coordinator and full-time Playworks coach at Savoy 
Elementary School in Southeast DC, discuss the benefits of the Playworks program and the 
ways in which the Playworks mission develops a culture of inclusion and conflict resolution 
that carries over from recess into the classroom.  (Also addresses the issue of Education.) 
 
  



Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter, 2014 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 
 
ISSUE: 
 

Diabetes 
 

  
 Fresh Perspectives 

November 2, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
12 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

It's a sobering fact, but Washington, D.C. has the 3rd-highest percentage of diabetes-related 
deaths in the U.S., according to the American Podiatric Medical Association, so staying a step 
ahead of the disease is critical. There are some very simple steps that can mean the difference in 
literally saving a limb -- or a life.  Dr. Michael Tritto, a podiatrist with Foot & Ankle 
Specialists of the Mid-Atlantic in Rockville, Maryland, discusses the importance of foot care 
for individuals with diabetes. 
 
 
 
 Fresh Perspectives 

November 23, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
13 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

More than 29 million people, or about 9 percent of the U.S. population, have diabetes.  86-
million Americans aged 20 years or older have pre-diabetes, a condition that increases their 
chances of developing Type-2 diabetes and heart disease.  This National Diabetes Month, the 
NDEP and its partners are working to raise awareness about the link between diabetes and heart 
disease with the theme, Be Smart About Your Heart: Control the ABCs of Diabetes.  Dr. 
Griffin P. Rodgers, Director of the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 
Diseases, as well as a leader of the National Diabetes Education, a joint program of the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, discusses the 
campaign and the importance of managing diabetes. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  



Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter, 2014 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 
 
ISSUE: 
 

Affordable Care Act 
 

  
 Fresh Perspectives 

November 9, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
13 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

Last year, during the first-ever open-enrollment period under the Affordable Care Act, hopes 
for a successful launch of MarylandHealthConnection.gov were quickly dashed when the 
website immediately crashed.  This year, a brand new website is up and running.  Just days 
before the open-enrollment officially begins, Carolyn Quattrocki, executive director of the 
Maryland Health Benefit Exchange, discusses the other changes this year, including a week of 
“window shopping,” during which Marylanders can browse the various health plans available a 
week before the open-enrollment period begins.  Also new this year, Marylanders can use 
brokers to help them find the insurance plan that is best and most affordable for their families. 
 
 Fresh Perspectives 

November 23, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
10 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

Dr. Joshua Sharfstein, the outgoing Secretary of the Maryland Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene, is the chairman of the board of the Maryland Health Benefit Exchange.  Dr. 
Sharfstein discusses the early numbers, which point to a very successful roll-out of the new 
online health exchange website.  On just the first day, more than 3-thousand Marylanders 
signed up for health insurance, a number which took several weeks to reach during the first 
open-enrollment period. 
 
 Fresh Perspectives 

December 28, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
14 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

Last year, Washington, DC, had a very successful and uneventful launch of DC Health Link, 
the website operated by DC Health Benefit Exchange.  This year, a glitch caused many 
residents to endure hours of waiting online to shop and sign up for a new plan.  Executive 
Director Mila Kofman explains what happened and how the situation is being addressed, and 
also points to the many ways in which DC once again is enjoying a relatively smooth open 
enrollment period this year. 
 



Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter, 2014 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 
 
ISSUE: 
 

Veterans’ Affairs 
 

  
 Fresh Perspectives 

November 9, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
8 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

For 23 years, Wreaths Across America has placed wreaths on graves in Arlington National 
Cemetery and more than 900 locations nationwide.  This year, in honor of the 150th anniversary 
of Arlington National Cemetery, the goal is to place a wreath on every stone at Arlington – 
230,000 wreaths in all.  Wayne Hanson, Chairman of the Board of Wreaths Across America 
and the Arlington Wreath Project Coordinator, talks about how our listeners can sponsor a $15 
wreath, help lay wreaths during the ceremony in December, and then volunteer to pick up the 
wreaths at the end of the holiday season. 
 
 
 Fresh Perspectives 

November 9, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
20 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 
 

Veterans Day is also a time to honor our living veterans, and one way we can do that is by 
supporting their families.  Sheila Stevens is the Deputy Director of Programs for Blue Star 
Families, which connects military families to the civilian communities and leaders to address 
the challenges of military life.   Founded by military spouses in 2009, Blue Star Families 
include active duty, National Guard, Reserve, wounded, and transitioning service members and 
their families.  Sheila discusses the many ways in which their programs support military 
families, including career development, health and wellness, and programs for children in 
military families. 
 
 
 
  



Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
4th Quarter, 2014 

 (October 1 through December 31) 
 
 
ISSUE: 
 

Human Trafficking 
 

  
 Fresh Perspectives 

December 14, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
4 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 
 

With the holiday shopping season in full swing, the Maryland Human Trafficking Task Force 
(MHTTF) asks us to be mindful of how we may be unwittingly exploiting or enslaving human 
beings through our shopping choices.  This year, the MHTTF has developed a Slave-Free/Free-
Trade Shopping campaign, encouraging us to purposely shop in stores that engage in free-trade 
practice.  The developer of the campaign, Aaliyah Muhammad, says it promotes Maryland free-
trade businesses and encourages residents to visit www.slaveryfootprint.org to assess whether 
their lifestyle and consumer practices support slavery. 
 
 Fresh Perspectives 

December 14, 2014 
7:00 a.m. 
10 minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

Amanda Rodriguez, Manager of Domestic Violence and Human Trafficking Policy for the 
Maryland Human Trafficking Task Force, broadens our discussion on Human Trafficking.  
While a large proportion of enslaved humans are trafficked for the sex trade, millions of people 
are also trafficked for slave labor, even in the United States.  Rodriguez discusses the features 
of the Maryland and D.C. region that makes it so attractive to human traffickers, including close 
proximity to the I-95 corridor, a regional airport with low-fare air carriers, and a large 
international community.   
  
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.slaveryfootprint.org
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