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Economic Issues 
Northeast Ohio has experienced the effects of the recession as much or more than many other states. The programs 

below offered insight into the experiences of people who are struggling economically. 

 

Ain’t Done Yet        1 hour 

Saturday, July 6, at 4 p.m. on Fusion (WNEO 45.2 / WEAO 49.2)  

What do a former Cleveland Cavaliers player, a former business owner, a Viet Nam veteran and a young man from a 

well-to-do family all have in common? They were all homeless. Shot in Cleveland, this documentary shows a case 

example of what can be done on the community level to help local homeless populations all over the United States. 

The documentary profiles the lives of four homeless men who struggle with temptation and challenges that would 

not affect the average person.  

 
Frontline, Two American Families     1.5 hours  

Tuesday, July 9, at 10 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS (WNEO 45.1 / WEAO 49.1) 

Since 1992, Bill Moyers and Frontline have been following the story of two ordinary, hard-working families in 

Milwaukee — one black, one white — as they spent two decades in an extraordinary battle to keep from sliding into 

poverty. ―Two American Families‖ chronicles the struggles of the Neumanns and the Stanleys as they try to hold 

onto their homes, their jobs, their health insurance and a future for their children. A remarkable portrait of 

perseverance, the film raises unsettling questions about the changing nature of the U.S. economy and the fate of a 

declining middle class.  

 

The Environment 
According to the National Park System Organic Act, ―The fundamental purpose of the parks is to conserve the 

scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in 

such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.‖ Three 

programs about national parks, two of which are about Ohio’s only national park, aired in September. 

 

Generations: Cuyahoga Valley National Park    1 hour 

Monday, Sept. 2, at 8 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

This Western Reserve Public Media production explores the history and beauty of Ohio's only national park.  

 

National Parks: America’s Best Idea     10.5 hours 

Monday, Sept. 2, through Saturday, Sept. 7, at 9 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

The film is a human history set against the most stunning backdrop imaginable. The film works its way 

chronologically through the history of the national parks featuring characters -- some famous, most not, from every 

walk of life — who dedicated their lives to insuring all could enjoy these places. The film explores how the national 

park system came to be and examines some — but not all — of how these majestic places came to be national parks.  

 

A Tree Grows in Washington: The John F. Seiberling Story   1 hour 

Tuesday, Sept. 3, at 8 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

This program follows the career and life of John F. Seiberling, who was born in Akron, Ohio, in 1918. He was first 

elected to Congress in 1970 and was reelected seven more times. We hear from his siblings and children as well as 

Congressman Ralph Regula and Congresswoman Betty Sutton. The program is narrated by Michael Douglas, 

editorial page editor of the Akron Beacon Journal. 
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Mental Health 
Western Reserve PBS tackled the issue of mental health with programs that offered positive portrayals and helpful 

suggestions. 

 

New State of Mind: Ending the Stigma of Mental Illness 

Saturday, July 13, at 4:30 p.m. on Fusion 

Examination of the stigma and discrimination facing people with mental health challenges, the efforts underway to 

promote understanding and acceptance, and stories of individuals from all walks of life who've overcome mental 

illness to achieve success and happiness.  

 

Healthy Minds        .5 hour per episode 

Began Thursday, July 25, at 6:30 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

One in five people has a diagnosable mental disorder, but fear and shame prevent them from seeking help. This 

series aims to remove the stigma of mental illness and demonstrates that with help, there is hope.  

 

POV, Neurotypical       1 hour 

Saturday, Aug. 3, at 11:30 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS    

This exploration of autism is from the point of view of autistic people themselves. Four-year-old Violet, teenaged 

Nicholas and adult Paula occupy different positions on the autism spectrum, but they are all at pivotal moments in 

their lives. How they and the people around them work out their perceptual and behavioral differences becomes a 

remarkable reflection of the "neurotypical" world — the world of the non-autistic — revealing inventive adaptations 

on each side and an emerging critique of both what it means to be normal and what it means to be human.  

 

Minority Issues 
Providing a window into American history, Western Reserve PBS offered programs this quarter that celebrated the 

50th anniversary of the civil rights movement in Birmingham, Ala., and the contributions of Latino Americans to 

our society and culture. 

 

In Performance at the White House,  

A Celebration of Music From the Civil Rights Movement   1 hour   

Tuesday, Aug. 27, at 8 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

This program is a concert hosted President and Mrs. Obama in the East Room of the White House, featuring popular 

musicians performing contemporary arrangements of music that galvanized the U.S. civil rights movement of the 

late 1950s and 1960s.  

 

The March        1.5 hours 

Tuesday, Aug. 27, at 9 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

Witness the compelling and dramatic story of the 1963 March on Washington, where Dr. Martin Luther King gave 

his stirring "I Have a Dream" speech. This watershed event in the Civil Rights Movement helped change the face of 

America.  

 

Soundtrack for a Revolution: American Experience    

Tuesday, Aug. 27, at 10 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

This program tells the story of the American civil rights movement through its powerful music -- the freedom songs 

protesters sang on picket lines, in mass meetings, in paddy wagons and in jail cells as they fought for justice and 

equality.  

 

American Masters, James Baldwin: The Price of a Ticket   1.5 hours 

Friday, Aug. 30, at 10 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

This program is an in-depth portrait of James Baldwin, one of the greatest American authors of the 20th century.  

 

 

 

 



Latino Americans       6 hours    

Tuesdays, Sept. 24 & Oct. 1, at 8 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS    

This series tells the story of early settlement, conquest and immigration; of tradition and reinvention; of anguish and 

celebration; and of the gradual construction of a new American identity from diverse sources that connects and 

empowers millions of people today.  

 

Building the Dream        1 hour 

Monday, Sept. 2, at 10 p.m. on Fusion      

Building the Dream recounts the journey of an idea for a national monument honoring Martin Luther King Jr. - 

from a group of friends talking around a kitchen table to the creation of this permanent symbol - to ensure King's 

Dream will remain alive for future generations.  

 

Wellness 
Western Reserve PBS is committed to broadcasting programs that help our viewers improve and maintain their 

health and to provide them with information to become better consumers of health care. 

 

Battlefield Medicine       1 hour     

Wednesday, July 17, at 9 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

Frontline Medicine moves from the trauma wards of Camp Bastion field hospital in Afghanistan, to cutting edge 

medical research labs, to reveal the innovations that are shaping medical treatment in the 21st century.  

 

Eat & Cook Healthy! With Dr. John La Puma    1.5 hours 

Saturday, July 20, at 4 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

Dr. John La Puma shares healthy recipes that provide energy to help viewers reclaim their lives. 

 

Frontline, Life and Death in Assisted Living     1 hour 

Tuesday, July 30, at 10 p.m. 

Nearly 750,000 elderly Americans are spending their later years in for-profit assisted living facilities. This loosely 

regulated, multibillion-dollar industry is dominated by one company: Emeritus Senior Living. In a major year-long 

investigation, Frontline and ProPublica raise questions about fatal lapses in care, understaffing and a quest for 

profits within a company that operates more than 400 assisted living facilities across the country.  

 

Healthy Hormones: Brain-Body Fitness     1 hour 

Friday, Aug. 23, at 10 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

A panel of health, fitness and diet experts discuss the impact of hormones in our daily lives and offer natural ways to 

balance our diet, lose weight and reduce inflammation.  

 

 


