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Consumer Issues 
Knowledge is power for community members who are making everyday decisions about health care, education, 

finances and more. Weekdays at 6:30 p.m., Western Reserve PBS presents programming that helps consumers 

access helpful information in this regard. 

 

Living Smart, Know Your Consumer Rights    .5 hour    

Monday, Oct. 7, at 6:30 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS (WNEO 45.1 / WEAO 49.1)  

Dr. Myron Bernstein earns a living as a podiatrist, but he became a consumer advocate and author out of frustration. 

For the past 35 years he found companies and people sold him a bill of goods about their services and warranties. He 

now understands how to use consumer protection agencies, insurance commissions, and the courts when necessary. 

 

Frontline, The Retirement Gamble     1 hour 

Tuesday, Oct. 29, at 10:30 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

Ten trillion dollars in Americans' retirement savings are invested in large and small accounts managed by banks, 

brokerages, mutual funds, and insurance companies. But whether your IRA or 401K will assure a safe retirement is 

largely a gamble. Building off reporting from the special "Money, Power and Wall Street," FRONTLINE raises 

troubling questions about how America's financial institutions protect our savings. 

 

Second Opinion, High-Risk Pregnancy     .5 hour 

Thursday, Nov. 28, at 6:30 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

Patient Story: Many women choose to wait until after the age of 40 to start a family. Lucy Sun shares her very 

personal story of how she realized that making the decision to wait to conceive brought with it other complicated 

choices. Myth or Medicine: Do your chances of having twins increase after the age of 40? Second Opinion: Five 

things to call your doctor about in late pregnancy.  

 

Education 
The funding, quality and effectiveness of public education are ongoing areas of concern for Northeast Ohioans. 

Preparing students and adults for the 21st-century workforce is a particularly important issue in this post-industrial 

region. Western Reserve PBS is committed to airing programs that address a wide variety of education issues.  

 

POV, Brooklyn Castle       1.5 hours 

Saturday, Oct. 12, at 11 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS  

This public school powerhouse in junior high chess competitions has won more than 30 national championships, the 

most of any school in the country. Its 85-member squad boasts so many strong players that the late Albert Einstein, a 

dedicated chess maven, would rank fourth if he were on the team. Most astoundingly, I.S. 318 is a Brooklyn school 

that serves mostly minority students from families living below the poverty line. "Brooklyn Castle" is the story of 

five of the school's aspiring young players and how chess became the school's unlikely inspiration for academic 

success.   

 
Independent Lens, The Graduates     2 hours  

Mondays, Oct. 28 & Nov. 4, at 10 p.m. on Fusion (WNEO 45.2 / WEAO 49.2) 

This two-part special examines the many roots of the Latino dropout crisis through the eyes of six inspiring young 

students who are part of an ongoing effort to increase graduation rates for a growing Latino population. These 

student profiles offer a first-hand perspective on the challenges facing many Latino high school students, including 

over-crowded schools, crime-ridden neighborhoods, teen pregnancy and pressure to contribute to the family 

finances.  



 

Minority Issues 
Providing a window into American history, Western Reserve PBS offered programs this quarter that celebrate the 

culture of American minorities and that explore related social issues. 

 

The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross    6 hours  

Tuesdays, Oct. 22 to Nov. 26, at 8 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

This six-hour series chronicles the full sweep of African-American history, from the origins of slavery on the 

African continent through more than four centuries of remarkable historic events up to the present. Presented and 

written by Harvard scholar Henry Louis Gates, Jr., the series draws on some of America’s top historians and 

heretofore untapped primary sources, guiding viewers on an engaging journey across two continents to shed new 

light on the experience of being African American. 

 

Independent Lens, Young Lakota      1 hour 

Saturday, Nov. 30, at 11:30 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

In a small town in the heart of the Pine Ridge Reservation, Sunny Clifford, her twin sister Serena and their neighbor, 

Brandon Ferguson, share a common dream of helping to create a better future for their tribe. When South Dakota 

passes a law criminalizing abortion, their tribal President, Cecelia Fire Thunder, challenges it with a threat to build a 

clinic on the reservation, drawing Sunny, Serena and Brandon into a political storm that changes the course of each 

of their lives.  

 

Wellness 
Western Reserve PBS is committed to broadcasting programs that help our viewers improve and maintain their 

health and to provide them with information to become better consumers of health care. 

 

Portraits of Life, Love and Legacy Through Pediatric Palliative Care 1 hour 

Sunday, Oct. 13, at 10 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

For more than 10 years now, the Haslinger Family Pediatric Palliative Care Center at Akron Children's Hospital in 

Akron, Ohio, has been providing life, hope and love for children facing complex, chronic and potentially life-

threatening medical conditions. This documentary is the story of seven families facing a heart-wrenching journey 

and how the caring professionals who walk beside them on that journey guide, support and love them along the way, 

regardless of how long it takes or when or if the journey ends.  

 

A Closer Look: Palliative Care      .5 hour 

Sunday, Oct. 13, at 11:30 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

Western Reserve Public Media presents a panel discussion about palliative care, which is specialized care for people 

with serious illnesses. Host Toni Kayumi welcomes guests from NEOMED University and Akron Children's 

Hospital — both located in Northeast Ohio.  

 

Our Nation’s Health: A Focus on Social Determinants   1 hour 

Saturday, Oct. 26, at 3 p.m. on Fusion 

Moderator John King of CNN and expert panelists examine the wide-ranging impacts of social determinants on 

Americans' health and our nation's healthcare model. Topics include the connection between social determinants and 

health; how addressing seemingly everyday social and environmental issues can have a positive impact on health; 

programs that have a positive impact on health status and outcomes; and the potential for incorporating a better 

understanding of social determinants into a healthcare system that recognizes the benefits of proactive well care as 

opposed to symptom-based sick care. 

 

Women’s Issues 
Programs that view the world from a women’s perspective explore topics from politics to pop culture. 

 

To the Contrary With Bonnie Erbe     .5 hour 

Sundays at 6 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

This weekly news analysis program is the only woman-centered national news/talk show on television. Dedicated to 

the premise that women of all ethnic backgrounds and political persuasions are an important part of the national 



dialogues, the series provides a platform for the multifaceted views of involved, informed women journalists and 

commentators. Topics range from women's health to family issues to women in the workplace, the environment, 

women in finance and education.  

 

PBS NewsHour Weekend      .5 hour 

Sunday, Oct. 13, at 6:30 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

Provides a report about By My Side Birth Support, a NYC program that provides doula services free to women 

living in low-income, largely African-American neighborhoods where there are high infant and maternal mortality 

rates. Doulas aren't doctors or midwives but serve as support and information for expectant mothers. 

 

PBS Arts From Cleveland: Women Who Rock    1 hour 

Sunday, Oct. 20, at 10 p.m. on Fusion 

Women are the 21st century's top-grossing recording artists. This film tells the story of how we got here, tracing the 

earliest women musicians from the 1920's to the mega stars of today.  

 

Wilson Forum, Law Day 2013: Constitutional Equality for Women in the United States 

Sunday, Nov. 10, at 11 a.m. on Western Reserve PBS 

Has constitutional equality for women in the United States been realized? What about legal equality? This Sunday 

on Wilson Forum, a distinguished panel of legal experts addresses these questions and more during our annual 

collaboration with the American Bar Association in observance of Law Day. 

  

        

 

 

 


