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            WNYS-CD 1Q 2020 Listing of Significant Programming Treatment of Local Issues 

During 1Q 2020, WNYS-CD addressed local issues in the Syracuse community through 

continuation of its far-reaching campaign to educate and inform viewers and help solve community issues 

and problems as described below:. 

Throughout the calendar quarter, the station aired and sponsored public service announcements 

for many causes, putting a particular spotlight on certain issues through a public service campaign called 

“Reach Out Central New York.” 

Each issue given this priority distinction received up to 1,000 (or even more) :30 second 

announcements in the quarter, potentially reaching well over one million viewers in central New York.  

The announcements ran at all times of the day: morning, afternoon, evening, sometimes even in high 

demand dayparts such as sports and prime time. All of the programs came at no cost to the provider. 

WNYS-CD and co-owned Syracuse market station WSYT provided free production of the 

announcements, and all of this programming ran free of charge, resulting in benefits to the community 

measured in the tens of thousands of dollars. 

During the quarter, “Reach Out Central New York” emphasized and addressed the following five 

local issues, among others:: 

1. Childhood Obesity.  Childhood obesity is a recurrent problem in the Syracuse community, 

especially in urban low income neighborhoods and certain outlying rural areas.  In response, this 

programming, sponsored by the local American Heart Association chapter, encouraged kids (and 

their parents) to be active and eat healthy to decrease childhood obesity and its associated health 

risks.  The programming promoted habits that children can use for a lifetime, and directed kids 

and families to the relevant website for more information and tips.  

2. Health/Parkinson’s. The Central New York community has many families affected by 

Parkinson’s disease.  This programming focused on the The Parkinson’s Walk, an event 

dedicated to making life better for those so afflicted.  By donating or walking, the public was 

asked to join the movement, and thereby help fund the research of Parkinson’s and work toward 

its eradication.  

3. School Bullying.  This programming resulted from a WNYS-CD/WSYT partnership with a local 

high school that entailed the production of an anti-bullying message targeted toward students.  

Only 1 in 10 bullying episodes gets reported – the programming advocates that if a student sees 

bullying, report it. 

4. Animal Rescue.  Given the compelling need to place rescued animals in the Syracuse 

community, this programming called attention to the cause and directed viewers to the Facebook 

page of the Patience Project, where viewers could learn more about the adoption of a pet. 

5. Alcohol and Substance Abuse.  Central New York has an ongoing problem with residents’ 

alcohol and substance abuse.  In collaboration with NY’s Office of Alcohol and Substance Abuse 

Services, this programming taught viewers how to detect the signs of alcoholism and substance 

abuse.  It encouraged viewers to be unafraid to save a life by helping others beat addiction. 

 


