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Issues and Program Report 

4th Quarter 2019 

The following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by NHPR along with the most significant programming 

treatment of those issues for the period listed above. The listing is by no means exhaustive.  

Topic: Economy  

Date: Time: Duration 

(mm:ss): 

Program 

Title 

Description 

11/6/19 9:00 a.m. 60:00 The 

Exchange  

The Federal Reserve cuts interest rates again, amid concern about U.S. 

manufacturing health.  A new state housing task force releases its 

recommendations, to expand the supply of lower-priced options.  And 

as winter approaches, seasonal businesses are on the hunt for temporary 

workers. 

12/18/19 6:30 am :20 Morning 

Edition   

The state’s unemployment rate held steady at 2.6 percent for the month 

of November. 

 

New figures from New Hampshire Employment Security show the state 

added about 1,400 workers to the economy last month, while the 

number of unemployed residents remained flat. 

 

The U.S. unemployment rate stands at 3.5 percent.  

 

12/20/19 7:00 a.m. :47 Morning 

Edition  

A nonprofit advocacy group says the number of people experiencing 

homelessness in New Hampshire has dropped in the last two years, 

though homelessness among students...is on the rise. 

 

The New Hampshire Coalition to End Homelessness bases their 

calculations on counts taken every January across the state. These 

counts suggest that, overall, homelessness has decreased by five percent.  

 

 

Topic: Education 

Date: Time: Duration 

(mm:ss): 

Program 

Title 

Description 

12/4/19 9:00 a.m. 60:00 The 

Exchange  

College debt and the cost of higher education are major issues of the 

2020 presidential primary. Democratic candidates, and President 

Trump, have announced a variety of plans, such as free public college 

or student loan forgiveness. We look at the proposals, and the role of 

higher education issues in this election.  

12/13/19 6:00 a.m. :38  Morning 

Edition  

Lawmakers are meeting today [FRIDAY] to discuss whether to accept a 

46 million dollar grant from the federal government to expand charter 

schools in New Hampshire. 

 

The grant - the largest received by any state - has been on hold since last 

month, when Democratic lawmakers voiced concerns that increasing the 

number of charter schools would affect the state budget and hurt 

traditional public schools. 

12/15/19 8:00 a.m. :48 Weekend 

Edition   

A group of lawmakers voted Friday to block a $10 million grant from 

the federal government for public charter schools.  The money would 

have been the first installment of a $46-million grant for charter school 

expansion.  All Democrats on the fiscal committee voted against it, 

saying it only paid for start-up costs, and could ultimately cost the state 

millions.  But DOE Chairman Frank Edelblut [edel-blue] said more 

charter schools would support students struggling in traditional public 

schools:  

 

 

 

 

 



Topic: Politics 

Date: Time: Duration 

(mm:ss): 

Program 

Title 

Description 

12/6/19 9:00 a.m. 60:00 The 

Exchange  

Our N.H. 2020 Primary Forum series continues with Democratic 

presidential candidate Pete Buttigieg. We sit down with the South 

Bend, Indiana mayor and Afghanistan war veteran before a live 

audience to discuss a range of domestic and foreign policy issues and 

address listener questions submitted before the event. 

12/3/19 9:00 a.m. 60:00 The 

Exchange  

We check in on how Granite State voters have experienced the N.H. 

primary season thus far and why many say this political institution is 

changing.  We talk with the producers of NHPR's new 

podcast Stranglehold, an investigation into the power and people 

behind the primary, about how the house-party tradition is holding up 

against larger candidate events & selfie lines. 

11/22/19 9:00 a.m. 60:00 The 

Exchange  

All week, we've heard public testimony from US diplomats and 

government staff about allegations that President Trump was using 

military aid to Ukraine to leverage an investigation into his political 

opponents. We want to hear your thoughts - what stood out to you, and 

what are your questions? 

 

Topic: Health 

Date: Time: Duration 

(mm:ss): 

Program 

Title 

Description 

12/12/19 6:00 a.m. :43 Morning 

Edition  

The last day to sign up for a health insurance plan for the year on 

healthcare.gov is this Sunday. As NHPR's Jason Moon reports, 

customers in New Hampshire have three health insurance companies to 

choose from. 

 

12/12/19 7:00 a.m. :32  Morning 

Edition  

Massachusetts retailers will once again be allowed to sell unflavored 

vaping products. The state's Public Health Council on Wednesday voted 

to rescind a ban on the sale of vaping products imposed by Republican 

Governor Charlie Baker's administration in September.  

 

12/16/19 6:45 a.m. 5:00 Morning 

Edition  

Federal officials are still looking into the causes of vaping-related 

deaths...but in New Hampshire, schools are seeing a surge in teenage 

vaping. The CDC reports a quarter of high schoolers here are vaping at 

least occasionally - that’s nearly TWICE the national average. And as 

NHPR’s Sarah Gibson reports...schools and public health advocates are 

struggling to find a way to get teenagers to stop. 

 

 

Topic: Energy/Environment 

Date: Time: Duration 

(mm:ss): 

Program 

Title 

Description 

12/11/19 4:30 p.m. 1:00 All Things 

Considered  

Eversource says it plans to become carbon-neutral by 2030. But NHPR's 

Annie Ropeik reports the move won't change the kind of energy that's 

delivered to customers. 

12/11/19 5:00 p.m. :48 All Things 

Considered  

New Hampshire Senator Jeanne Shaheen is the lead author on a letter to 

the United Nations in support of the Paris climate accords. NHPR's 

Annie Ropeik reports the UN's climate change convention is currently 

meeting in Spain to discuss that agreement. 

 

12/11/19 5:30 p.m. :45 All Things 

Considered  

New Hampshire, Maine and Massachusetts are set to begin planning 

how they might develop offshore wind energy in the Gulf of Maine.  

The first meeting of the three-state task force takes place all day 

tomorrow [Thurs] at the University of New Hampshire. It's led by the 

federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  

The agency's renewable energy program manager, Jim Bennett, tells 

NHPR that the task force will take stock of the Gulf of Maine as it 

stands now - its industries, environmental concerns and wind potential.  

 

https://www.strangleholdpodcast.com/


 


