
FCC Quarterly Issues 
and Program Report

1st Quarter 2021



WBUI Quarterly Issues/Program List 
There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded by station WBUI, Decatur, IL, along with the most 
significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of January 1, 2021 to March 31, 2021.  The listing is by 
no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Agriculture
Crime and Court

Economy
Education

Government
Health and Wellness

Programs that provided coverage of these community issues: 

AgDay – airs Monday through Friday from 5 a.m. to 5:30 a.m.
AgDay is a nationally syndicated TV program that focuses on agricultural news, agribusiness and country living.  

CmoreWeather – airs Sunday through Saturday, once per hour. 
This twenty-five second local weather forecast airs once per hour, seven days a week.  The program informs viewers of current weather conditions 
and the upcoming forecast. 

News- airs Monday-Friday 6 a.m. to 7 a.m.
WBUI airs a simulcast of WICS NewsChannel 20 Sunrise five days per week.

News- airs Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.
WBUI airs a simulcast of WRSP FOX Illinois Sunrise five days per week.

News- airs Monday-Friday 9 p.m. to 10 p.m.
WBUI airs a simulcast of FOX Illinois at 9p WCCU news five days per week.  

Public Service Announcements 
WBUI airs numerous Public Service Announcements (PSAs) at various times throughout the broadcast day that cover topics of importance to the 
community.  Snapshots of some of the PSAs that aired during the 1st quarter of 2021 are listed in this report. 



1st Quarter 2021 Issues/Programs List 
January 1, 2021-March 31, 2021

Issue(s) Program/Segment Date Duration Description
Agriculture AgDay 1/5/21 Various USDA Chief Economist 

Rob Johansson said the 
U.S. could plant 7-million 
more acres in 2021 than 
2020.  He’s predicting a 
planting season of 319-
million acres for principal 
crops.

Agriculture AgDay 1/11/21 Various Bloomberg reported that 
as November 30th, China 
purchased almost 53% of 
the ag goods it promised 
in the phase one trade 
agreement.

Agriculture AgDay 1/14/21 Various The USDA made a 
revision to cotton 
production.  The agency 
reduced its forecast to 15-
million, 480 bales.  That’s 
a 6% decrease from the 
previous forecast and 
down 25% from 2019.

Agriculture AgDay 1/18/21 Various The USDA released a final 
rule to regulating hemp in 
the U.S.  Provisions 
include licensing 
requirements, record 
keeping, testing 
procedures, disposing of 
plants and compliance.

Agriculture AgDay 1/25/21 Various The USDA announced two 
flash sales of soybeans to 
China totaling 268,000 
metric tons.

Agriculture AgDay 1/29/21 Various The USDA announced a 
flash sale of 1.7-million 



metric tons of corn to 
China.

Agriculture AgDay 2/2/21 Various A new report from the 
National Milk Producers 
Federation and Dairy 
Management showed the 
average U.S all-milk price 
hit its peak in November.  

Agriculture AgDay 2/8/21 Various The U.S. Meat Export 
Federation said pork 
exports grew by 15-20% 
last year due to China.  
The country’s hog herd 
had African swine fever 
and they had to rebuild 
their short supply.

Agriculture AgDay 2/15/21 Various The Kansas City Fed 
reported that the average 
price of corn, wheat and 
soybeans increased more 
than 20% from the 
previous quarter.

Agriculture AgDay 2/21/21 Various The USDA released 
estimates on spring 
planting.  The agency is 
projecting 94-million acres 
of corn to be planted, 
which is a 5% increase 
over last year.  85-million 
acres of soybeans are 
projected, which is a 12% 
increase over last year.  

Agriculture AgDay 2/25/21 Various The latest beef export 
report showed an increase 
of 8% in December.  
That’s the highest 
increase in more than a 
decade.



Agriculture AgDay 3/2/21 Various The National Corn 
Growers Association CEO 
Jon Doggett said corn 
growers have a plan to 
help ethanol’s recovery 
short-term, which includes 
expanding E15.

Agriculture AgDay 3/9/21 Various A senior official with the 
U.S. Meat Export 
Federation said that 
vessel congestion at West 
Coast ports has worsened 
in recent weeks.

Agriculture AgDay 3/15/21 Various Farmers said fertilizer 
prices have skyrocketed 
since the fall.  

Agriculture AgDay 3/19/21 Various The USDA announced a 
flash sale of 696,000 
metric tons of U.S. corn to 
China.

Agriculture AgDay 3/23/21 Various Farmers are expected to 
plant record soybean 
acreage this spring.  Early 
estimates show an 
increase of 7 million acres 
from 2020.

Agriculture AgDay 3/31/21 Various An official with WH Group 
said China imported 
700,000 metric tons of 
meat in the last year, and 
70% of it was from the 
U.S.



1st Quarter 2021 Issues/Programs List 
January 1, 2021-March 31, 2021

Issue(s) Program/Segment Date Duration Description
Crime and Court AgDay 1/6/21 Various The EPA filed a proposed 

consent decree that would 
allow it to decide one 
exemption case.  

Crime and Court FOX Illinois Sunrise 1/8/21 20 seconds Moses Johnson was 
arrested after robbing the 
mini Devon grocery store.  
Johnson claimed he was 
armed and took $170 
cash.

Crime and Court FOX Illinois Sunrise 1/14/21 20 seconds Police said two people 
were stabbed in 
Springfield on January 
13th.    The incident 
occurred near 7th Street 
and Stanford Avenue.  It 
started with a fight and led 
to two stabbings.  Both 
victims were transported 
to the hospital and 
expected to survive.

Crime and Court NewsChannel 20 Sunrise 1/19/21 15 seconds Five men were arrested in 
connection to a shooting 
in Rantoul.  The victim 
was not seriously injured.

Crime and Court FOX Illinois Sunrise 1/22/21 20 seconds Deborah White of Danville 
was sentenced to six 
months in jail for pepper-
spraying a police officer in 
2018.

Crime and Court FOX Illinois News at 9p 1/27/21 1 minute 64-year-old Mike Brown of 
Hammond was found 
inside his home with a 
gunshot wound.  He was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene.



Crime and Court FOX Illinois Sunrise 2/4/21 21 seconds Jordan Gillespie of Leroy 
was arrested after a 
month-long burglary 
investigation.  Gillespie is 
facing child pornography, 
burglary and weapons 
charges.

Crime and Court AgDay 2/8/21 Various Easterday Ranches filed 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection after Tyson 
Foods alleged the ranch 
defrauded it of more than 
225-million-dollars.  Tyson 
alleged that the ranch 
claimed it had 200,000 
cattle that did not exist.

Crime and Court FOX Illinois Sunrise 2/17/21 20 seconds 37-year-old Joseph 
Sklenka of Riverton was 
arrested for transporting 
drugs.  The Sangamon 
County Drug Interdiction 
and Response Team 
made a traffic stop on 
February 11th and 
discovered approximately 
90 grams of meth in his 
vehicle.

Crime and Court FOX Illinois Sunrise 2/25/21 20 seconds 16-year-old Nazsier 
Robinson will be charged 
as an adult with 3 counts 
of first-degree murder.  
Robinson was arrested for 
a shooting that occurred 
on February 18th.  

Crime and Court FOX Illinois Sunrise 3/8/21 20 seconds James McBrain was 
arrested on charges of a 
drug-induced homicide.  
Justin Calcott was found 
deceased inside a home 
in Hillsboro on December 



4th.  McBrain is being held 
in the Montgomery County 
Jail on a $750,000 bond.,

Crime and Court FOX Illinois Sunrise 3/17/21 20 seconds Springfield Police 
Department is searching 
for a murder suspect.  
Police were called to a 
home in the 900 block of 
Griffiths Avenue on March 
15th and discovered a 
deceased man when they 
arrived.  

Crime and Court NewsChannel 20 Sunrise 3/25/21 20 seconds Springfield Police 
Department reported a 
shooting in the 1900 block 
of Witch Hazel Drive.  



1st Quarter 2021 Issues/Programs List 
January 1, 2021-March 31, 2021

Issue(s) Program/Segment Date Duration Description
Economy AgDay 1/4/21 Various Nestle USA is starting a 

100-million-dollar 
expansion effort at its 
plant in Jonesboro, 
Arkansas.  The expansion 
will add 90,000 square 
feet and an additional 
production line to the 
plant.  The company plans 
to hire 100 employees 
over the next two years.

Economy AgDay 1/8/21 Various The USDA announced 
that private exporters sold 
more than 213,000 metric 
tons of old crop soybeans 
to unknown destinations.

Economy NewsChannel 20 Sunrise 1/14/21 40 seconds Kroger’s announced that 
they are closing the 
grocery store in Nokomis 
on January 30th.  The 
decision comes after the 
store hasn’t made a profit 
in years.  The small town 
will be left without a 
grocery store.

Economy FOX Illinois Sunrise 1/19/21 20 seconds 62-million-dollars from 
legalized marijuana sales 
in the state will be used to 
help minority businesses 
and support neighborhood 
development.  

Economy AgDay 1/25/21 Various President Biden asked the 
USDA to allow states to 
increase Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program benefits by as 
much as 20%.  



Economy AgDay 1/29/21 Various The USDA will temporarily 
suspend past-due debt 
collections and 
foreclosures for farmers 
under the farm storage 
facility loan program.

Economy AgDay 2/1/21 Various Pork currently faces a 
33% tariff into China.  The 
National Pork Producers 
Council said other 
countries are paying 8%.  

Economy FOX Illinois Sunrise 2/8/21 40 seconds The proposed trillion-dollar 
relief package would 
provide an extra $400 per 
week on unemployment 
until September.  Senator 
Dick Durbin said he hopes 
that it will revive the 
economy.  

Economy AgDay 2/12/21 Various Propane prices have 
increased more than 70% 
since November.  The 
increase is attributed to an 
increase in the use of 
propane to heat patios 
during the pandemic and 
an increase in exports to 
Asia.

Economy AgDay 2/17/21 Various Natural gas prices are 
increasing due to the 
extreme cold.  Futures are 
trading at their highest 
level since November with 
an increase of more than 
5%.

Economy FOX Illinois Sunrise 2/24/21 20 seconds One million Illinois children 
will be receiving help with 
paying for school lunches.  
Children will receive the 
benefit as long as they are 



enrolled in free or 
reduced-price school 
lunches or are enrolled in 
a school that gives free 
lunches to all students.

Economy AgDay 3/2/21 Various The U.S. Energy 
Information Administration 
showed that U.S. ethanol 
production decreased to 
around 14-billion gallons 
in 2020, which is an 11% 
decrease compared to 
2019.

Economy AgDay 3/8/21 Various The Renewal Fuels 
Association reported that 
ethanol production 
increased 21% at the end 
of February compared to 
prior week.

Economy FOX Illinois Sunrise 3/19/21 20 seconds The Federal Emergency 
Assistance Act passed the 
House and is awaiting 
Senate approval.  The bill 
would create a process to 
distribute rental relief 
funds and seal eviction 
court records until July 
2022.

Economy FOX Illinois Sunrise 3/26/21 20 seconds Illinois is receiving a 5.5-
million-dollar grant to help 
the Illinois Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 



1st Quarter 2021 Issues/Programs List 
January 1, 2021-March 31, 2021

Issue(s) Program/Segment Date Duration Description
Education FOX Illinois Sunrise 1/6/21 20 seconds Decatur Public Schools 

may get rid of snow days.  
The district said that days 
that would be considered 
snow days, student and 
staff would switch to e-
learning.

Education FOX Illinois News at 9p 1/11/21 1 minute and 30 seconds Some parents that have 
children in Unit 4 told the 
district that they want an 
in-person learning option.  
Many parents think that 
the district should offer in-
person for those that want 
to attend and remote for 
those that want to remain 
at home.  

Education FOX Illinois Sunrise 1/18/21 40 seconds Taylorville High School 
senior Benjamin 
Thompson was 
acknowledged as Scholar 
of the Year.  Thompson 
received a $5,000 
scholarship.

Education NewsChannel 20 Sunrise 1/28/21 40 seconds District 186 employees 
must complete a 
coronavirus symptom 
screening every day 
before they are allowed to 
enter the school building.  
The district hopes the 
measure will prevent the 
possibility of a COVID-19 
outbreak.

Education FOX Illinois Sunrise 2/1/21 20 seconds The University of Illinois 
Springfield will host a 
virtual grand opening on 



February 12th for its new 
Center for Lincoln Studies.

Education NewsChannel 20 Sunrise 2/18/21 40 seconds Illinois lawmakers passed 
an education equity bill in 
January.  School districts 
are now required to offer 
additional courses to 
students, including 
computer science.  The 
rules go into effect on July 
1st.

Education FOX Illinois Sunrise 3/1/21 20 seconds The University of Illinois 
announced a new 
scholarship for individuals 
interested in becoming a 
veterinarian.  

Education Newschannel 20 Sunrise 3/9/21 40 seconds Governor Pritzker is 
expanding the state’s 
education system.  By the 
2023-2024 school year, 
students will be required 
to take one year of 
computer science and two 
years of laboratory 
science by 2024 and two 
years of a foreign 
language by 2028.

Education NewsChannel 20 Sunrise 3/23/21 39 seconds The Illinois Elementary 
School Association lost 
1.5-million-dollars in gross 
revenue due to the 
cancellation of sporting 
events because of the 
pandemic.

Education FOX Illinois News at 9p 3/29/21 1 minute and 30 seconds Many University of Illinois 
students have been 
pushing for a change with 
policing since the death of 
George Floyd.  Defund 



UIPD is a movement that 
wants to allocate money in 
other areas such as 
mental health and cultural 
houses for students.



4h Quarter 2020 Issues/Programs List 
January 1, 2021-March 31, 2021

Issue(s) Program/Segment Date Duration Description
Government FOX Illinois Sunrise 1/1/21 47 seconds Governor Pritzker’s office 

said December was the 
deadliest month on record 
since the beginning of 
COVID-19.  He said that 
public health experts need 
to monitor the virus after 
the holidays to gauge the 
spread.

Government AgDay 1/4/21 Various There is a renewed 
urgency for rural 
broadband as many 
individuals are going to 
school or working 
remotely.  The FCC in 
investing billions of dollars 
for broadband 
development in an effort to 
bring it to millions of 
Americans.

Government FOX Illinois News at 9p 1/7/21 20 seconds The United States Capitol 
police responded to the 
incident that occurred on 
January 6th at the capitol.  
Police said they have a 
robust plan to address 
anticipated amendment 
activities.

Government FOX Illinois News at 9p 1/12/21 1 minute and 30 seconds A dog was taken to the 
Champaign County 
Animal Shelter on 
December 18th with the 
owner being told it would 
be held over the 
Christmas holiday to be 
picked up.  The dog was 
euthanized by a staff 



member who wasn’t 
informed of the exception.  
The county announced 
that new regulations were 
put in place to prevent the 
same thing happening 
again.

Government AgDay 1/18/21 Various The USDA announced it 
will be sending an 
additional 2.3-billion-
dollars to farmers and 
ranchers.  The money is 
left from the first and 
second round of COVID 
relief payments.

Government FOX Illinois Sunrise 1/27/21 20 seconds Springfield will receive an 
$80,000 grant from the 
recreational marijuana 
sales tax fund.

Government FOX Illinois Sunrise 2/2/21 20 seconds The Springfield Urban 
League is no longer 
accepting applications for 
the emergency assistance 
rental support program.  
The league is out of funds.  
Individuals who would like 
to support those in need 
can send donations to the 
program.

Government FOX Illinois Sunrise 2/11/21 30 seconds The Sangamon County 
Department of Public 
Health is vaccinating 
around 400 individuals per 
day, but many are 
struggling to get an 
appointment.  

Government FOX Illinois News at 9p 2/18/21 1 minute and 35 seconds Former Speaker of the 
House Michael Madigan 
stated in a previous 
interview that he always 



put the people first.  Some 
highlights of his political 
career focused on people.  
Madigan oversaw the 
abolishment of the state’s 
death penalty in 2011, the 
legalization of same-sex 
marriage in 2014 and 
renewed education 
funding in 2016.

Government AgDay 2/24/21 Various President Biden and 
Canadian Prime Minster 
Justin Trudeau had their 
first bilateral meeting.  
They discussed their 
countries’ COVID-19 
responses, climate 
change and economic 
issues.

Government NewsChannel20 Sunrise 3/2/21 40 seconds The Illinois State Capitol 
will be undergoing a multi-
million dollar renovation.  
Upgrades include 
plumbing, heating, cooling 
and fire sprinklers.

Government FOX Illinois Sunrise 3/10/21 30 seconds An appeals court ruled in 
favor of former House 
Speaker Michael Madigan.  
Madigan was being sued 
by his primary opponent in 
2016, Jason Gonzales.  
Gonzales accused 
Madigan of using sham 
candidates to ensure he’s 
win the primary election.

Government FOX Illinois Sunrise 3/12/21 20 seconds Representative Dave Vella 
introduced a bill to ban 
Illinois legislators from 
receiving a taxpayer-



funded pension after 
leaving office. 

Government FOX Illinois News at 9p 3/16/21 30 seconds The Illinois Senate is 
moving forward with a bill 
that would provide up to 
five mental health days for 
children in Illinois.  The 
days are not extra 
excused absences but 
one of the reasons a 
student can choose to be 
excused from class for the 
day.

Government FOX Illinois Sunrise 3/24/21 40 seconds Illinois State Police said 
they’re averaging 119 
days to process and 
approve FOID card 
applications.  State law is 
that it is required to be 
completed in 30 days.

Government FOX Illinois News at 9p 3/31/21 1 minute and 30 seconds The Champaign County 
Voters Alliance has a goal 
to get more individuals to 
vote.  They said one thing 
that helps voters is a non-
partisans guide to show 
who is on the ballot in 
Champaign County, but 
said that smaller counties 
may have to rely on 
another individual to learn 
about the candidates.



1st Quarter 2021 Issues/Programs List 
January 1, 2021-March 31, 2021

Issue(s) Program/Segment Date Duration Description
Health AgDay 1/4/21 Various Front line healthcare 

workers are getting the 
COVID-19 vaccine.

Health AgDay 1/8/21 Various A new poll from the 
American Farm Bureau 
Federation showed that 
66% of farmers reported 
that the COVID-19 
pandemic impacted their 
mental health.  

Health AgDay 1/14/21 Various New research from the 
Food and Environment 
Reporting Network 
showed new COVID-19 
infection rates among 
meat and poultry workers 
were five times lower in 
December compared to 
May.  

Health FOX Illinois News at 9p 1/22/21 1 minute and 30 seconds Champaign County 
residents can set up an 
appointment to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine three 
ways.  They can use a 
phonebank, use the 
county’s health 
department’s website or 
send an email to check 
availability.  

Health FOX Illinois Sunrise 1/26/21 15 seconds The Sangamon County 
Health Department is 
offering COVID-19 testing 
on January 30th and 31st 

from 8am to 4pm.
Health NewsChannel 20 Sunrise 2/4/21 1 minute Beginning February 8th, 

HSHS St. John’s Hospital 
and Memorial Medical 



Center will each receive 
1500 additional COVID-19 
vaccine does per week 
from Sangamon County.

Health FOX Illinois Sunrise 2/9/21 40 seconds Individuals are double 
booking COVID-19 
vaccination appointments 
in Sangamon County.  
The Health Director said 
they realized it when they 
pushed to get the county’s 
oldest residents 
vaccinated first.  

Health FOX Illinois News at 9p 2/17/21 1 minute and 26 seconds The Douglas County 
COVID-19 positivity rate 
increased from 6.3% to 
10.8% over six days.  

Health NewsChannel 20 Sunrise 2/25/21 1 minute Individuals with underlying 
conditions are now eligible 
to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine under the 
expanded 1B group.

Health FOX Illinois News at 9p 3/2/21 1 minute and 30 seconds Administrator David 
Remmert with the Dewitt-
Piatt Health Department 
said they have halted all 
first dose vaccines for the 
month of March.  He said 
they have been receiving 
a smaller amount of 
shipments in recent 
weeks.  

Health FOX Illinois Sunrise 3/11/21 20 seconds The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention is 
allowing indoor visitation 
at nursing homes.  

Health FOX Illinois News at 9p 3/15/21 1 minute and 30 seconds Health officials announced 
782 additional COVID-19 
cases.  That is the first 
time since July 22, 2020 



that the state has had 
under 1,000 cases.

Health FOX Illinois Sunrise 3/30/21 15 seconds Illinois is expanding the 
eligibility to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine.  
Restaurant staff, 
construction trade workers 
and religious workers are 
now eligible.  

Public Service Announcements 

Best Friends Animal Society 
 Various dates and times
 PSA aired 63 times
 PSA sponsored by Best Friends Animal Society 

This campaign strives to increase awareness about homeless and special-needs animals.  The Best Friends Animal 
Society strives to be a no-kill shelter country by 2025.  They want every pet to know love and companionship.  Viewers 
can visit www.bestfriends.org for more information or to donate.

Healthy Women  
 Various dates and times
 PSA aired 59 times
 PSA sponsored by Healthy Women

This campaign strives to educate women ages 35 to 64 to make informed health choices by connecting with women 
through fact-based, expert-sourced content.  This campaign raises awareness about the impact healthy policy has on 
women and families.  The website offers information on vaccinations, mental health, breast health and much more.  
Viewers can visit www.healthywomen.org for more information.

National Library Service for The Blind and Print Disabled 
 Various dates and times
 PSA aired 61 times

http://www.bestfriends.org
http://www.healthywomen.org


 PSA sponsored by the National Library Service  
This campaign aims to increase awareness about the National Library Service.  NLS is a free braille and talking library 
service for individuals experiencing temporary or permanent blindness, low vision or a physical disability that prevents 
them from reading or holding the printed page.  Viewers can visit www.loc.gov/thatallmayread for more information. 

National Park Foundation 
 Various dates and times
 PSA aired 90 times
 PSA sponsored by the National Park Foundation and National Park Service 

This campaign is designed to encourage individuals to find their personal connection to national parks.  From nature to 
wildlife, culture to history, every individual is drawn to the national parks for many different reasons. Viewers can visit 
www.findyourpark.com for more information.

http://www.loc.gov/thatallmayread
http://www.findyourpark.com

