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PBS SoCaL – KOCE-TV Quarterly Issues 

April 1 to June 30, 2015 
 

 

ISSUE: AGING ISSUES & SENIOR CARE 

 

Series Title:    Caring for Mom & Dad 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         6/23/2015 7:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:00:00 

 

Examine an unprecedented demographic shift — the 75 million baby boomers now 

entering their retirement years — and the problems in caring for this aging population 

when they can no longer care for themselves. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/22/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:06:35 

 

Number of seniors threatened by hunger has doubled since 2001, and it‟s going to get 

worse: Nearly one in six senior citizens face the threat of hunger in the United States. 

Charity and food stamps reach some of these vulnerable Americans, but limited resources 

and isolation mean many are struggling without receiving help. Special correspondent 

Sarah Varney reports. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/5/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:39 

 

Why African-American seniors are less likely to use hospice: Black seniors are more 

likely than whites and Latinos to forgo hospice care. Due to deeply felt religious beliefs 

and a long history of discrimination in the U.S., African-American patients are often 

reluctant to plan for the end of their lives, and more skeptical when doctors suggest 

stopping treatment. Special correspondent Sarah Varney reports on efforts to change 

some of those beliefs. 
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ISSUE: AMERICAN HISTORY/BIOGRAPHY 

 

 

Series Title:    Last Days in Vietnam: American Experience 

Length:          120 minutes 

O.B. Date:       4/28/2015 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  02:00:00 

 

During the chaotic final days of the Vietnam War, North Vietnamese forces closed in on 

Saigon as South Vietnamese resistance crumbled. With the clock ticking and the city 

under fire, an unlikely group of heroes took matters into their own hands. Directed and 

produced by Rory Kennedy. 

 

Series Title:    Frontline 

Episode Title:   American Terrorist 

Length:          90 minutes 

Airdate:         4/21/2015 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:00:00 

 

FRONTLINE investigates American-born terrorist David Coleman Headley, who helped 

plan the deadly 2008 siege on Mumbai.  In collaboration with ProPublica, the film 

reveals how secret electronic surveillance missed catching the Mumbai plotters, and how 

Headley planned another Charlie Hebdo-like assault against a Danish newspaper. 

 

Series Title:    Draft; The 

Length:          60 minutes 

Air Date:       4/27/2015 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:00:00 

 

The question of who serves in America‟s military has shaped battle strategy and foreign 

policy and stranded Americans in uniform for years on distant battlefields. From the Civil 

War to the conflicts of the Vietnam era, forced military service has torn the nation apart 

— and sometimes, as in WWII, united Americans in a common purpose. Hear how a 

single, controversial issue continues to define America. 

 

ISSUE: ARTS & CULTURE 

 

Series Title:    American Masters 

Episode Title:   American Ballet Theatre: A History 

Length:          90 minutes 
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O.B. Date:       5/15/2015 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:30:00 

 

Delve into the rich, 75-year history of one of the world‟s pre-eminent ballet companies. 

Ric Burns‟ documentary combines intimate rehearsal footage, virtuoso performances and 

interviews with American Ballet Theatre‟s key figures: artists pivotal to the company‟s 

formation, including Alicia Alonso and the late Donald Saddler and Frederic Franklin; 

contemporary luminaries, including dancers Susan Jaffe and Julie Kent, choreographer 

Alexei Ratmansky and artistic director Kevin McKenzie; past and present stars Misty 

Copeland, Gillian Murphy, Marcelo Gomes and Hee Seo. 

 

Series Title:    American Masters 

Episode Title:   Jascha Heifetz: God's Fiddler 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         4/17/2015 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:00:00 

 

Discover the story of legendary musician Jascha Heifetz (1901-1987), the first truly 

modern violin virtuoso. This documentary portrays an artist for whom only perfection 

would do through vintage performances, master classes and Heifetz‟ previously unseen 

home movies. Setting the standard in violin playing for nearly a century, Heifetz‟ name 

became shorthand for excellence for everyone from Jack Benny to The Muppets to 

Woody Allen. New interviews include other great violinists influenced by Heifetz, 

including Itzhak Perlman, Ivry Gitlis and Ida Haendel, former students Ayke Agus and 

Sherry Kloss, and biographers John Anthony Maltese and Arthur Vered. They reveal how 

Heifetz was a mysterious, idiosyncratic, solitary figure who embodied the paradox of 

artistic genius: a dedication to his craft at all costs. Tony-nominated actor Danny Burstein 

(Boardwalk Empire, Cabaret, Follies) narrates, reading from Heifetz‟ personal letters. 

Filmed in Heifetz‟ native Vilnius, Lithuania; Saint Petersburg, Russia; and his rebuilt 

studio in Los Angeles, Calif. Directed and produced by Emmy- and Peabody-winner 

Peter Rosen. 

 

 

ISSUE: BUSINESS, EMPLOYMENT, UNIONS 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/21/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:52 
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Is Cuba ready for the big business, tourism that U.S. will bring? U.S. and Cuban 

diplomats resumed talks to iron out details of normalizing relations after decades of 

hostility. Judy Woodruff learns more from senior correspondent Jeffrey Brown, reporting 

from Cuba, and chief foreign correspondent Margaret Warner, who has been following 

the talks in Washington. 

 

 

Series Title:    Charlie Rose 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         4/16/2015 11:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:31:42 

 

A conversation with Ginni Rometty, chairman and CEO of IBM. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         4/15/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:09:09 

 

Would $15 save employees and break employers? Low-wage workers around the nation 

went out in protest on April 15, demanding a minimum wage of $15 an hour. A few big 

corporations have begun raising their pay, but some critics say a major hike would hurt 

employers and kill jobs. Gwen Ifill gets debate from Steve Caldeira of the International 

Franchise Association and Tsedeye Gebreselassie of the National Employment Law 

Project. 

 

 

ISSUE: CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES 

 

Series Title:    Frontline 

Episode Title:   Secrets, Politics and Torture 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/19/2015 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:00:00 

 

The dramatic story of the fight over the CIA's controversial interrogation methods, 

widely criticized as torture.  Based on recently declassified documents and interviews 

with key political leaders and CIA insiders, the film investigates what the CIA did and 

whether it worked. 
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Series Title:    Independent Lens 

Episode Title:   1971 

Length:          90 minutes 

Airdate:         5/18/2015 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

 

In 1971, eight citizens broke into an FBI office in Media, Pennsylvania, took hundreds of 

damning secret files and shared them with the public and the press. Now, for the first 

time, they tell their story. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         4/30/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:08:38 

 

Criminal justice is so broken, Democrats and Republicans are working together to fix it: 

The U.S. accounts for just 5 percent of the world‟s population, but it houses more than 20 

percent of its prisoners. Now groups on opposite sides of the political spectrum are 

working together to overhaul the country‟s criminal justice system. Judy Woodruff learns 

more about the Coalition for Public Safety from Neera Tanden of the Center for 

American Progress and Mark Holden of Koch Industries. 

 

ISSUE:  DISABILITY 

 

Series Title:    Easy Yoga for Easing Pain 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         6/28/2015 1:0:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-SIP 

Format:          Demonstration/Instructional 

Segment Length:  00:00:00 

 

Joint pain is the major complaint of millions of individuals who suffer from arthritis, 

who‟ve injured themselves or who perform jobs that require some form of repetitive 

action. All joint pain sufferers share a common observation: the real pain of joint pain is 

that it is unrelenting. According to yoga expert Peggy Cappy, yoga can be a great first 

line of defense. In this new program, she demonstrates how yoga can increase flexibility, 

reduce joint and muscular aches and pains and even combat fatigue. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         4/22/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 
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Segment Length:  00:04:29 

 

A federal judge in Philadelphia approved the NFL settlement of thousands of concussion 

lawsuits. An estimated 6,000 former players who develop Alzheimer‟s or moderate 

dementia will get an average of $190,000 each.  

 

 

ISSUE: DISASTER PREPAREDNESS, EARTHQUAKE/FIRE/FLOOD 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/28/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:04:32 

 

India acts on „heat action plans‟ as temperature soars: Even for a nation that's accustomed 

to heat waves, near-record temperatures in India have made daily life miserable and 

worse: more than 1,400 people have died so far. It's been particularly tough for poorer 

regions of the country, where electrical fans and air conditioning are out of reach for 

some. William Brangham gets an update from TIME magazine‟s Nikhil Kumar. 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/26/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:05:42 

 

Torrential rain and flooding pummel Texas: Parts of Houston were under water after 

torrential downpours overnight. There were more than 500 water rescues and about 2,500 

vehicles were abandoned by people seeking higher ground. Elsewhere, 40 people went 

missing in a vacation area on the Blanco River.  

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/5/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:04:47 

 

Worst U.S. bird flu outbreak threatens Midwest poultry industry: The growing outbreak 

of bird flu is now the largest ever seen in the U.S. Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin have 

declared states of emergency and another 11 states have found cases of the virus. The 

federal government has added another $330 million to the $84 million in emergency 
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funds already pledged to help cover claims by farmers. Gwen Ifill learns more from 

Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack. 

 

ISSUE: ECONOMIC ISSUES 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/20/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:08:40 

 

What do struggling historically black colleges like SC State need to do to survive? 

Students graduating from South Carolina State are no different from most recent grads: 

diploma in hand, they look forward to a bright future. But their alma mater‟s future is 

more uncertain. The historically black college is facing mounting financial troubles and 

falling enrollment. Gwen Ifill discusses these challenges with Johnny C. Taylor, Jr., 

president of the Thurgood Marshall College Fund. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/14/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:06:55 

 

Do better-paid workers equal better business? Recently, insurance company Aetna 

voluntarily upped its minimum wage to $16 per hour, giving roughly 6,000 of its lowest-

paid employees an average raise of 11 percent. Next year, the company also plans to offer 

lower-cost benefits to some workers. What‟s behind the wage hike? Economics 

correspondent Paul Solman talks to Aetna's CEO about the investment. 

 

 

ISSUE: EDUCATION 

 

Series Title:    Independent Lens 

Episode Title:   The Homestretch 

Length:          60 minutes 

Air Date:       4/13/2015 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:00:00 

 

Follow three smart and ambitious Chicago teens who brave frigid winters, high school 

pressures and homelessness as they fight to stay in school, graduate and build a future. 

By Anne de Mare and Kirsten Kelly. 
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Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/26/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:15 

 

What galvanized standardized testing‟s opt-out movement: As the school year draws to a 

close, many students are taking standardized tests tied to the Common Core. But in some 

communities there has been a strong backlash, with parents deciding to opt out of having 

their children participate. The NewsHour‟s William Brangham talks to special 

correspondent for education John Merrow and Motoko Rich of The New York Times. 

 

Series Title:    Tavis Smiley 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         4/20/2015 11:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:11:24 

 

Harvard Professor/Author Robert Putnam: The professor of public policy at Harvard, and 

bestselling author discusses his latest text, Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis. 

 

ISSUE: ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES, RECYCLING, ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

 

Series Title:    Frontline 

Episode Title:   The Trouble with Chicken 

Length:          60 minutes 

O.B. Date:       5/12/2015 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:00:00 

 

FRONTLINE investigates the spread of dangerous pathogens in our meat — particularly 

poultry — and why the food-safety system isn‟t stopping the threat. Focusing on an 

outbreak of salmonella Heidelberg at one of the nation‟s largest poultry processors, the 

film shows how contaminants are evading regulators and causing more severe illnesses at 

a time when Americans are consuming more chicken than ever. 

 

Series Title:    Independent Lens 

Episode Title:   The Great Invisible 

Length:          90 minutes 

Airdate:         4/20/2015 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 
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Segment Length:  01:30:00 

 

Explore the stories behind the disastrous Deepwater Horizon oil spill, from fallout to 

aftermath, and its continuing effects on a region dependent on nature. The film includes 

unprecedented access to footage from the oil rig before the spill. By Margaret Brown. 

 

Series Title:    NOVA 

Episode Title:   Lethal Seas 

Length:          60 minutes 

O.B. Date:       5/13/2015 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:00:00 

 

Marine scientists across the world are hunting for clues to one of the greatest 

environmental catastrophes facing our planet today: ocean acidification. For years we've 

known the ocean absorbs about a quarter of the carbon dioxide in Earth's atmosphere. But 

as carbon emissions continue to rise, seawater chemistry is changing, and the ocean's 

acidity is increasing. As a result, many marine animals struggle to form the skeletons and 

shells vital for their survival. From the planet's poles to the tropics, thousands of species 

are in danger. NOVA takes viewers to the front lines of this burgeoning crisis. At 

Oregon's Whiskey Creek Shellfish Hatchery, we see where an entire batch of 100 million 

oyster larvae died within days. On the other side of the world, nestled among the volcanic 

islands of Milne Bay, Papua New Guinea, a striking coral garden may be being poisoned 

by a stream of carbon dioxide bubbles erupting from cracks in the ocean floor. Is this a 

vision of the future? How will the ocean's incredible creatures adapt and evolve in the 

face of this challenge? NOVA joins scientists from around the world as they race to save 

our oceans from an uncertain fate. 

 

ISSUE: HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/28/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:05:54 

 

Patients should start HIV drugs as early as possible, study finds: Federal health officials 

now say that individuals with HIV should start antiretroviral drugs as soon as they are 

diagnosed. That announcement was made after a large clinical trial was stopped because 

the evidence was so overwhelming. But how do you get those drugs to patients who need 

them around the world? Dr. Anthony Fauci of the National Institutes of Health joins Judy 

Woodruff to discuss. 

 

Series Title:    Frontline 
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Episode Title:   Outbreak 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/5/2015 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:00:00 

 

The vivid, inside story of how the Ebola outbreak began and why it wasn‟t stopped 

before it was too late. With exclusive access to key global decision-makers and health 

responders, and gripping accounts of victims from the slums of Monrovia to the jungles 

of Guinea, “Outbreak” exposes tragic missteps in the response to the epidemic. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/12/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:21 

 

Why we‟re teaching computers to help treat cancer: Every day, we depend on artificial 

intelligence to help us make sense of a steady deluge of information. AI helps the post 

office to sort its mail, Wall Street to make financial decisions and physicians to diagnose 

patients. Hari Sreenivasan reports on how tech firms are investing in the next generation 

of intelligent computer programs and in what ways the technology still lags behind 

humans. 

 

ISSUE: IMMIGRATION, REFUGEES, MULTICULTURALISM 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/28/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:06:15 

 

Obama‟s immigration executive actions on hold until legal challenge is resolved: 

President Obama's executive orders on immigration are stalled. His signature 

immigration plan, which would grant work permits and deportation protection to 

millions, suffered a major blow when a federal court refused to allow it to take immediate 

effect. Gwen Ifill discusses what all of this means with Stephen Legomsky of the 

Washington University School of Law and Alan Gomez of USA Today. 

 

Series Title:    Soul of a Banquet 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/17/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 
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Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:00:00 

 

Director Wayne Wang (The Joy Luck Club) ventures into the world of Cecilia Chiang, 

the woman who introduced America to authentic Chinese food. Chiang opened her 

internationally renowned restaurant The Mandarin in 1961 in San Francisco and went on 

to change the course of cuisine in America. The film is equal parts delectable showcase 

of gastronomy and a touching portrait of Chiang‟s journey from a childhood in Beijing 

before the Cultural Revolution to accidental restaurateur on the west coast of the United 

States. SOUL OF A BANQUET features interviews with Alice Waters, Ruth Reichl and 

Chiang herself. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/15/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:05:21 

 

Why thousands of Rohingya refugees have fled Myanmar, only to be stranded at sea: 

Since November, an estimated 20,000 to 25,000 people have fled persecution in 

Myanmar and poverty in Bangladesh. Thousands are currently stranded at sea, some 

having been turned away from Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. Many are from the 

Rohingya, a Muslim minority targeted by the Myanmar government. Hari Sreenivasan 

talks to Sarnata Reynolds of Refugees International. 

 

ISSUE: MEDIA & JOURNALISM, NEWS ANALYSIS 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/26/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:08:12 

 

Isolated in prison for nearly a year, Washington Post reporter starts closed trial in Iran: 

Washington Post reporter Jason Rezaian went on trial in a closed Revolutionary Court 

today, after being locked up for nearly a year in Tehran. In April, Rezaian was reportedly 

charged with espionage and other crimes, including “propaganda against the 

establishment.” Judy Woodruff talks to his brother, Ali Rezaian, about the trial. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/29/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 
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Segment Length:  00:06:12 

 

How did a fake study make it into Science magazine? A study published in Science 

magazine suggested that attitudes toward same-sex marriage were more likely to be 

changed by face-to-face conversations with gay canvassers over straight ones. But now 

that study has been redacted, spurring questions about how scientific research is 

published. Hari Sreenivasan talks to Ivan Oransky, co-founder of Retraction Watch, who 

broke the story. 

 

Series Title:    Tavis Smiley 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         5/4/2015 11:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:09:16 

 

White House Press Secretary Dana Perino: The former White House Press Secretary for 

President George W. Bush discusses her new memoir, And the Good News Is… Lessons 

and Advice from the Bright Side. 

 

ISSUE: MINORITIES & CIVIL RIGHTS 

 

Series Title:    Tavis Smiley 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         5/26/2015 11:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:19:25 

 

Rev. Jesse Jackson: The prominent civil rights activist and founder of the Rainbow PUSH 

Coalition discusses the reparations fund for the survivors of Chicago Police torture, and 

other current events. 

 

Series Title:    Voces on PBS 

Episode Title:   Children of Giant 

Length:          90 minutes 

Airdate:         4/17/2015 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:30:00 

 

In 1955, Elizabeth Taylor, Rock Hudson, James Dean and a massive crew descended on 

the Texas town of Marfa to begin production on Giant. Now, 60 years later, “Children of 

Giant” explores the film‟s still timely examination of racial prejudice. 

 

Series Title:    Independent Lens 
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Episode Title:   Kumu Hina 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/4/2015 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:00:00 

 

Over the course of a momentous year, Kumu Hina, a native Hawaiian mahu (transgender) 

teacher, inspires a tomboyish young girl to claim her place as leader of an all-male hula 

troupe, as she herself searches for love and a fulfilling romantic relationship with an 

unpredictable young Tongan man. 

 

ISSUE: NATIONAL POLITICS & GOVERNMENT 

. 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/18/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:40 

 

Sen. Bernie Sanders on taxes, trade agreements and Islamic State: Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-

Vt., is the second candidate to seek the Democratic nomination for president in 2016. 

Judy Woodruff talks to the senator about rebuilding the middle class, the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership and the U.S. role in the Middle East. 

 

Series Title:    Washington Week with Gwen Ifill 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         5/15/2015 8:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:24:32 

 

Senate leaders compromised on a deal to fast-track President Barack Obama‟s trade 

initiative after Senate Democrats rejected the president‟s original proposal. Manu Raju of 

POLITICO explains how the compromise came together. Plus, a deadly Amtrak train 

crash in Philadelphia renewed the debate in Congress over how much the U.S. should 

invest in aging transportation infrastructure.  Fawn Johnson of National Journal reports 

on the disagreement and the House Appropriations Committee vote to slash Amtrak's 

budget by $250 million.  Meanwhile, President Obama met with Arab leaders at Camp 

David to discuss regional security concerns including his ongoing negotiations with Iran 

over their nuclear program. And on the 2016 campaign trail, The Washington Post's Ed 

O'Keefe reports on the firestorm sparked by unofficial candidate Jeb Bush's comments 

about how he would have handled the 2003 invasion of Iraq authorized by his brother, 

former President George W. Bush. 
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Series Title:    Dick Cavett's Vietnam 

Length:          60 minutes 

Air Date:       4/27/2015 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:00:00 

 

On the 40th anniversary of the official end of the Vietnam War, this program examines 

the war and its impact on America through the prism of interviews conducted by the 

iconic host of “The Dick Cavett Show,” which featured thoughtful conversation and 

debate from all sides of the political spectrum. The program combines interviews from 

Cavett‟s shows with archival footage, network news broadcasts and audio/visual material 

from the National Archives to provide insight and perspective on this controversial 

chapter of American history. 

 

ISSUE: PERSONAL FINANCE, POVERTY, HUNGER, SOCIAL SECURITY 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/22/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:06:35 

 

Number of seniors threatened by hunger has doubled since 2001, and it‟s going to get 

worse: Nearly one in six senior citizens face the threat of hunger in the United States. 

Charity and food stamps reach some of these vulnerable Americans, but limited resources 

and isolation mean many are struggling without receiving help. Special correspondent 

Sarah Varney reports. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/4/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:29 

 

Why the place you grow up can limit earning power for life: Poor children in Baltimore 

face worse economic odds than low-income kids elsewhere. That‟s according to a new 

analysis by Harvard‟s Equality of Opportunity Project, which found that where a child is 

born has a huge effect on their future financial success. Gwen Ifill learns more from 

Nathaniel Hendren of Harvard University. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         4/16/2015 6:00:00 PM 
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Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:43 

 

Why it‟s so hard to get off welfare: Since 1996, in order to get welfare in the U.S., you 

have to work. The Clinton Welfare-to-Work program successfully got millions of 

families off the social safety net program. But today's recipients face stagnant low wages 

and limited resources for job training, making it nearly impossible for many to gain 

economic mobility. Economics correspondent Paul Solman reports. 

 

ISSUE: RECREATION, LEISURE, SPORTS 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/27/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:03:01 

 

FIFA faces probes for rigging the business of soccer: Swiss police entered a luxury hotel 

in Zurich on Wednesday and arrested seven FIFA officials on charges such as 

racketeering, wire fraud and money laundering in a case that involves more than $150 

million in bribes. The Justice Department announced it was indicting 14 people. 

Afterward, Swiss prosecutors opened their own criminal proceedings. Gwen Ifill reports. 

 

Series Title:    Charlie Rose 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         4/27/2015 11:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:34:44 

 

A conversation with Roger Goodell, commissioner of the National Football League, who 

discussed a number of recent controversies including domestic violence by players and 

health care concerns related to head trauma. 

 

ISSUE: RELIGION & ETHICS 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/20/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:08:35 
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Morocco trains female spiritual guides to fight extremism and empower women: In 

Morocco, a school that trains imams to lead prayers in the country's many mosques is at 

the center of a government program to provide "spiritual security." Here, female students 

are studying to become spiritual guides, on a mission to combat extremist thought and 

raise women's status in Moroccan society. Special correspondent Kira Kay reports. 

 

Series Title:    To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         5/21/2015 5:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:25:59 

 

Christianity in the US: The percentage of people that call themselves Christian is in steep 

decline according to a new Pew Study. Food Security: rs. PANEL: Danielle Moodie-

Mills, Amber Smith, Rina Shah, Debra Carnahan. 

 

Series Title:    Tavis Smiley 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         5/7/2015 11:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:12:04 

 

Co-Authors Patricia & Alana Raybon: As Mother‟s Day approaches, the mother and 

daughter co-authors share their journey detailed in their new book, Undivided: A Muslim 

Daughter, Her Christian Mother, Their Path to Peace. 

 

ISSUE: SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY  

 

Series Title:    Charlie Rose 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/25/2015 11:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:52:24 

 

A full hour with Neil deGrasse Tyson, director of the Hayden Planetarium and host of 

Star Talk, a new National Geographic Channel talk show. 

 

Series Title:    NOVA 

Episode Title:   Rise of the Hackers 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/20/2015 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 
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Segment Length:  00:00:00 

 

Our lives are going digital. We shop, bank and even date online. Computers hold our 

treasured photographs, private emails, and all of our personal information. This data is 

precious — and cybercriminals want it. Now, NOVA goes behind the scenes of the fast-

paced world of cryptography to meet the scientists battling to keep our data safe. They 

are experts in extreme physics, math and a new field called “ultra-paranoid computing,” 

all working to forge unbreakable codes and build ultra-fast computers. From the two men 

who uncovered the world‟s most advanced cyber weapon to the computer expert who 

worked out how to hack into cash machines and scientists who believe they can store a 

password in your unconscious brain, NOVA investigates how a new global geek squad is 

harnessing cutting-edge science — all to stay one step ahead of the hackers. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/25/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:06:39 

 

Can young entrepreneurs transform Pakistan into a high-tech powerhouse? After 

attending college in the U.S., Pakistani-born tech entrepreneur Umair Aziz returned to his 

home country to start one of Asia‟s fastest-growing startups. Special correspondent Fred 

de Sam Lazaro reports from Karachi on how some are hoping to tap the labor potential of 

the country‟s young population. 

 

ISSUE: TRANSPORTATION 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/19/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:06:40 

 

What Takata‟s largest auto recall in U.S. history means for you: Japanese airbag 

manufacturer Takata doubled its recall to nearly 34 million cars, making it one of the 

largest product recalls in U.S. history. The airbags can spew metal fragments when 

deployed, and have been linked to six deaths and more than 100 injuries. Gwen Ifill leans 

more Mark Rosekind of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/15/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 
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Segment Length:  00:04:43 

 

Railroads face challenges implementing safety technology: The Amtrak derailment has 

spurred questions and concerns about the safety, funding and technology of the country's 

railroads. Judy Woodruff interviews Sarah Feinberg of the Federal Railroad 

Administration about whether there has been enough focus on safety for our railroads. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         4/22/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:37 

 

A Chinese-financed shipping canal in the works to connect Nicaragua‟s Pacific Coast to 

the Caribbean would dwarf Panama‟s famous waterway. But while Nicaraguan officials 

say the project will create much-needed jobs, human rights advocates and environmental 

groups are protesting the construction. Special correspondent Fred de Sam Lazaro reports 

on the controversy. 

 

 

ISSUE: WAR, NATIONAL SECURITY & VETERANS ISSUES 

 

Series Title:    Homefront; The 

Length:          120 minutes 

Airdate:         5/25/2015 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  02:00:00 

 

View intimate portraits of America‟s military families, with unprecedented access to 

soldiers, sailors, Marines and airmen and women in the all-volunteer military. The 

revealing documentary tells stories of pride and patriotism, sacrifice and resilience. 

 

Series Title:    Charlie Rose 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/27/2015 11:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:22:29 

 

Joe Nye, a professor at the Harvard Kennedy School of Government and former assistant 

secretary of defense for international security affairs, discusses his book, Is the American 

Century Over?, which disputes the conventional wisdom that the U.S. is in decline and 

will be overtaken by China as a superpower. 
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Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/20/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:06:34 

 

Bin Laden bookshelf shows scholarship of American policy: More than 100 papers and 

videos from Osama bin Laden were released by American officials today, offering new 

insight into what the terror leader read, wrote and envisioned for al-Qaida. Brian Fishman 

of the New America Foundation and Greg Miller of The Washington Post join Gwen Ifill 

to discuss what the documents reveal. 

 

 

ISSUE: WOMEN & GENDER ISSUES 

 

Series Title:    To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         5/28/2015 5:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:26:17 

 

Femvertising: including women on ad campaigns has proven successful for huge 

corporations. "#RapeHoax": A smear campaign against Columbia grad Emma Sulkowicz 

accuses her of falsely accusing a fellow student of rape.. PANEL: Del. Eleanor Norton 

Holmes, Karin Agness, Erin Matson, Clara Del Villar. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/4/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:25 

 

How America‟s first ladies balanced public and private life: A new book takes an up-

close look at the women who have called the White House home. "First Ladies: 

Presidential Historians and the Lives of 45 Iconic American Women" is a culmination of 

a year-long series by C-SPAN. Judy Woodruff talks to book editor and C-SPAN co-CEO 

Susan Swain about the influence they wielded behind the scenes and what the role of a 

“first man” might look like. 

 

Series Title:    Tavis Smiley 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         5/6/2015 11:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 
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Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:13:03 

 

Actress/Author Mariel Hemingway: The Academy Award-nominated actress helps raise 

mental health awareness, and discusses her two new books, Out Came the Sun and 

Invisible Girl. 

 

ISSUE: YOUTH AND CHILDREN, FOSTER CARE 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/18/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:08 

 

What‟s the legacy of Head Start 50 years on? Fifty years ago, President Lyndon Johnson 

announced the creation of Head Start, the early education program designed to support 

the needs of low-income children and get them ready for elementary school. The 

NewsHour‟s April Brown explores the legacy and efficacy of the iconic program. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/22/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:07:18 

 

Giving homeless transgender youth a safe haven from the streets: Homelessness is a 

reality for many young transgender Americans. In Washington, a row house has been 

turned into a safe haven for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth who have 

nowhere else to go. Hari Sreenivasan talks to the group home's founder about creating a 

space that is safe, fun and feels like home for those who may have been kicked out by 

their families for being different. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         5/7/2015 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News (live news only) 

Segment Length:  00:06:55 

 

When school safety drills weren‟t so smooth, these students made a training video: As 

schools around the country work to ramp up safety, a high school in Phoenix has enlisted 

journalism students to create a helpful video for their peers on what to do during 
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emergencies. The NewsHour's April Brown reports in collaboration with our Student 

Reporting Labs. 

 

 

PBS SoCaL Local Programming 

 

 

ISSUE: AMERICAN HISTORY/BIOGRAPHY 

 

Series:   LAaRT 

Segment:  Kinsey Collection 

Aired: 05/18/2015    07:13 

 

With a passion for African American history, art, and culture, Shirley and Bernard 

Kinsey have amassed one of the largest private collections of African American art, 

artifacts, and documents spanning 400 years of history. 

 

 

ISSUE: IMMIGRATION, REFUGEES, MULTICULTURALISM 

 

Series:   Studio SoCaL  

Episode Title -  "South Vietnam to Southern California: a Journey of Survival and 

Success" 

Air Date: 4/24/2015          7:00PM         26:46 

 

Helene An fled her country in 1975; the story of how she and her daughters created the 

famous Crustacean Restaurant in Beverly Hills and have been inducted into the 

Smithsonian for being one of the 1st to bring Vietnamese cuisine to America. Tam 

Nguyen's dad was a Naval Officer and left Saigon with no money or possessions; how his 

American dream created a Beauty College ranked one of the top in the nation.  Guests: 

Helene An, Founder & Executive Chef, House of An;  Elizabeth An, Managing 

Partner/House of An;  Minh Tam Nguyen/Founder, Tam's Beauty Colleges;   Tam Thanh 

Nguyen, President, Advance Beauty College 

 

Series:   LAaRT 

Segment:  Now En Español 

Aired: 04/13/2015    06:20 

 

Filmmaker Andrea Meller brings us a portrait of the five dynamic Latina actresses who 

dub Desperate Housewives for Spanish language audiences in the US …Now En 

Español. 
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ISSUE: WAR, NATIONAL SECURITY & VETERANS ISSUES 

 

Series:   Studio SoCaL  

Episode Title -  "What's new at the West LA campus of the Veterans Administration"? 

Air Date: 5/15/2015          7:00PM         26:46 

 

After years of neglect, the land near UCLA and the 405 freeway could finally become 

home to thousands of war veterans.  We'll detail the plans set to become reality over the 

next few months, and reveal the surprising recent past of this, the largest area of 

undeveloped land on the Westside. 

 

ISSUE: NATIONAL POLITICS & GOVERNMENT 

 

Series:   LAaRT 

Segment:  Kennedy and Reagan 

Aired: 05/25/2015    07:07 

 

While they never ran head-to-head, Scott Farris explains how one illuminates the other, 

and how they impact our expectations for the presidency and whom we elect. The model 

Democrat and the model Republican… Kennedy and Reagan: Why Their Legacies 

Endure. 

 

 

ISSUE: ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES, RECYCLING, ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

 

Series:   Studio SoCaL  

Episode Title -  "Drought: Is it Raining Truth or Lies?" 

Air Date: 5/22/2015          7:00PM         26:46 

 

While residents scramble to lower their water usage, Studio SoCal tackles the questions:  

Is Governor Brown exaggerating how deeply we need to cut back?  Will it really make a 

difference if Southern California homeowners water their lawns less, since  farmers don't 

have to change their water use for crops and that is 80% of water consumption?  Reporter 

David Nazar talks to a local water official who believes Governor Brown's plan is unfair 

and selective on which zip codes have to cut back the most. 

 

 

ISSUE: ECONOMIC ISSUES 

 

Series:   Studio SoCaL  

Episode Title -  "Increasing the minimum wage and its effects on small companies: What 

will the economic future of Los Angeles look like by 2020?" 

Air Date: 5/29/2015          7:00PM         26:46 
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The city of LA is looking at increasing the minimum wage to $15 dollars an hour by 

2020. Small companies who employ under 100 people say this would hurt them the most 

because it would cut into profits so deeply that layoffs are inevitable.  

  

 

ISSUE: EDUCATION 

 

Series:   LAaRT 

Segment:  Disney Musical in Schools 

Aired: 04/20/2015     06:51 

 

A remarkable co-production between Disney, the Segerstrom Center for the Arts and four 

enthusiastic elementary schools allows young talent to shine. 

 

ISSUE: HEALTH/HEALTH CARE 

 

Series:   Studio SoCaL  

Episode Title -  “E-cigarettes: Waiting to Exhale?” 

Air Date: 4/9/2015          7:00PM         26:46 

 

LA is just one of many cities that has banned e-cigs from the same places that traditional 

tobacco cigarettes are not allowed. The fight is on between lawmakers who want vaping 

regulated-- and e-cigarette supporters who say the government is lying about the harmful 

benefits.  We'll have an explanation of what electronic cigarettes do—and don‟t do.  

Guest:   Kate Roberts, MD, American Association of Pediatrics 

 

Series:   Studio SoCaL  

Episode Title -  "New Dental Techniques: Something to smile about" 

Air Date: 5/1/2015          7:00PM         26:46 

 

We've come a long way from dentures made of wood and ivory, or teeth taken from dead 

animals and humans to help those with missing teeth.  We'll explain how Southern 

California is leading the way in new technology and research that may one day lead to 

stem cells regenerating teeth.  Guests: Dr. Hooman Zarrinkelk and Dr.  Sam Jivraj 

 

Series:   Studio SoCaL  

Episode Title -  “New Hospital, New Hope” 

Air Date: 6/19/2015          7:00PM         26:46 

 

After years of controversy, the new Martin Luther King Jr. Community Hospital is 

scheduled to open featuring the latest in health care advances to the public. The entire 

project cost more than $500 million dollars; We will have a detailed explanation of what 

that money will bring to residents in Watts, Willowbrook and surrounding 

neighborhoods. 
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ISSUE: ARTS & CULTURE 

 

 

Series:   LAaRT 

Segment:  Mark Bailey Author, "Of All the Gin Joints" 

Aired: 04/13/2015    07:21 

 

Mark Bailey shares true tales of celebrity hijinks served up with an equal measure of 

Hollywood history, movie-star mayhem, and a frothy mix of forty cocktail recipes. 

 

Series:   LAaRT 

Segment:  John Oates 

Aired: 04/20/2015     06:46 

 

John Oates, one half of the Hall of Fame duo Hall and Oates, finds a bit of solo time 

bodes well for the musical soul. 

 

Series:   LAaRT 

Segment:  American Ballet Theater 

Aired: 05/11/2015     06:20 

 

Focused on its earliest days as a small, financially struggling collective, to its pinnacle as 

one of the most respected and revered dance companies in the world,  American Ballet 

Theater has filmmaker Ric Burns‟ attention. 

 

Series:   LAaRT 

Segment:  Lani Hall Alpert 

Aired: 05/18/2015    06:15 

 

Grammy award-winning vocalist Lani Hall Alpert brings the passion of her voice to the 

printed page, penning and now voicing ten short works of fiction and non-fiction alike, 

"Emotional Memoirs." 

 

Series:   LAaRT 

Segment:  Cecil B. DeMille 

Aired: 05/25/2015   05:48 

 

More than any filmmaker in the history of the medium, Cecil B. DeMille mastered the art 

of the spectacle. DeMille‟s granddaughter, Cecilia, and writer historian Mark Vieira share 

breathtaking images and personal stories. 

 

ISSUE: TRANSPORTATION 

 

 

Series:  Studio SoCaL  

Episode Title - “Traffic Ticket Torture” 
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Air Date:  6/26/15               7:00PM        26:46 

 

We discuss all the things that can go wrong and how to make it right when you are 

fighting what you consider an unfair ticket, whether it is for car registration, license or 

red light cameras.  Also, the latest in Los Angeles legislation that could lower fines for 

parking tickets.  David Nazar profiles the new red light cameras in Beverly Hills. 


