
 
 

Page 1 of 7 
 

Description of KHSL TV News Coverage Providing the most Significant Treatment 
of Community Issues 

 
Second Quarter 2014 

 
KHSL airs news programming during the following times: 5:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. on “Wake Up” 
Monday through Friday (Simulcast); 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday through Friday; 11:00 p.m. 
to 11:35 p.m. on Action News Now; at 11:00 Monday through Friday (Simulcast); and Saturday 
and Sunday at 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and at 11:00 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. (Simulcast). 
 
All of the above programs are locally produced news programs presenting a mix of news, 
weather and sports and other related feature stories and segments that affect our North State 
coverage area. 
 
The following is a sample of the stories and segments of significant treatment of North State 
community issues. These stories where among the top three stories on that day in our rundown.  
All of these stories were also posted on our website ActionNewsNow.com and on our station 
facebook page. 
 
 
Crime and Public Safety 
 
Anderson Heights Crime 
Air Date: April 4, 5 p /6 p/ 11 p 
 
Report on a series of robberies in the Anderson neighborhood known as Anderson Heights that 
is plaguing the area and what local police are doing about it. 
 
Graffiti Vandals 
Air Date: April 6, 5 p.m. 
 
This report focused on continuing graffiti problems in Chico.  This time taggers are targeting 
commercial areas along Mangrove and Cohasset road areas. 
 
West Sacramento Ave. Speeding  
Air Date: April 8, 5 p/ 11p 
 
Residents living along West Sacrament Avenue in West Chico say something needs to be done 
to slow down traffic in the area.  These complaints come in light of recent major accidents that 
have caused serious injuries.  Police say they are limited on what they can do because it really 
doesn’t have a traffic unit due to budget cuts.  
 
Chico Drive-by Shootings 
Air Date: April 15, 5 p /11 p 
 
Chico Police are investigating a fourth drive-by shooting in the past two weeks.  Police say the 
incidents are gang-related and that they are having a tough time keeping up on the violence 
because of thin resources.   
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Rolling Hills Accusations 
Air Date: April 14, 5 p /6 p /11 p 
 
The Paskenta Nomlaki Indian Tribe breaks into two factions with one side charging the other 
with embezzling or misappropriating more than a million dollars of casino revenues.  There is 
uncertainty at the time as to who is investigating.  This dispute would grow into an armed 
standoff that would eventually quiet down and get settled in the courts. 
 
Redding Police New Fire Station 
Air Date: April 22, 5 p/ 6 p/ 11 p 
 
After years of living in cramped and worn down quarters, the Redding Police Department says 
it’s finally ready to begin breaking ground on a new department building.  It will cost about $12 
million to build.  But the city has been setting money aside for years so funding is not an issue 
anymore. 
 
North State Bank Robberies 
Air Date:  April 25, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
It appears that one man is responsible for at least three bank robberies here in the North State.  
Police have put out video and pictures to the media.  It turned out that he tried to hit a few more 
banks and eventually caught weeks later. 
 
Chico Stolen Vehicles 
Air Date: April 26, 6 p/ 11 p 
 
This report focused on the latest efforts by Chico Police to battle the growing problem of car 
thefts around the city. Investigators still say too many people are not locking their cars.  
 
Anderson Heights Neighborhood Watch 
Air Date: April 28, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
After a rash of burglaries in an Anderson neighborhood, authorities and community members 
have beefed up existing neighborhood watch efforts to get more people involved in looking out 
for each other. 
 
Chico PD and Alarm Responses 
Air Date:  May 9, 5 p/ 6p 
 
Chico Police are now notifying local businesses that they can no longer respond to every tripped 
burglar alarm in the city because of a lack of officers in the streets and the fact that most alarms 
are false calls.  They say that property owners will have to make sure that a break in did indeed 
occur before the department can send an officer to investigate. 
 
Honey Oil Labs 
Air Date: May 9, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
North State law enforcement say the rise in so-called Honey Oil Labs is alarming, especially 
because the manufacturing process is so dangerous.  We have already covered several fires 
after labs have exploded.  
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Chico State Sexual Assault Audit 
Air Date:  June 25, 5 p/ 6p 
 
Chico State University is being highlighted as one of five California college campuses that need 
to report their reporting policy in regards to on-campus sexual assault incidents.  The university 
says the findings by the state are old and that they have improved their process. 
 
 
Politics 
 
Glenn County District Attorney’s Race  
Air Date: May 5, p/ 6 p/ 11 p 
 
This story reported on the race for Glenn County District Attorney between the incumbent and a 
former deputy DA that had been fired by the incumbent the year before.  It’s a nasty race with 
some heated contention between the two opponents. 
 
Farmers Market Signatures 
Air Date: May 12, 5 p/ 6p  
 
Backers of an initiative to keep the Saturday Farmers Market in its current location for the next 
six years turn in signatures for a November 3 ballot measure. However, the city’s legal team 
says the measure may not be legal even if voters approve it. 
 
B-Line Fare Increase 
Air Date: May 19, 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
 
Butte County’s transit system today proposed 5 percent fare increases for its riders.  The added 
revenue is needed to help pay for increased operating costs and expansion plans. 
 
Medical Pot Ordinance 
Air Date: May 22, 6 p /11 p /5 a.m. 
 
Butte County Supervisors took up new challenges to its current rules on how and where to grow 
medical pot in the county.  Opponents of the current rules say the ordinance is still too strict.  
Today’s meeting will be one of many to come this year. 
 
Larry Wahl and Andrew Merkel Debate 
Air Date: May 30, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
Butte County Supervisor Larry Wahl, avid opponent to any marijuana growing in Butte County, 
and Andrew Merkel, major supporter of growing medical marijuana, square off in a debate. 
Merkel is running to oust Wahl for his district seat. 
 
Social Host Ordinance 
Air Date: June 2, 6 p/ 11 p 
 
The City of Chico is proposing stricter penalties for those who host parties that get out of control 
and where it is discovered that minors are being served alcohol.  The ordinance would not make 
landlords subject to penalties.  
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Primary Elections 
Air Date: June 3, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
Most of today’s coverage revolved around Primary Election Day.  There were a handful of key 
supervisorial races and many uncontested races.  Not too many surprises.  Larry Wahl did beat 
Merkel handily. 
  
Frack-Free Butte County 
Air Date: June 7, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
The issue of the controversial practice of hydraulic fracturing for natural gas extraction has hit 
Butte County.  An opposition group is warning the oil and gas companies that are eyeing the 
county for fracking.  The issue is going to be taken up by the board of supervisors. 
 
State of Jefferson 
Air Date: June 10, 5 p/ 6 p/ 11 p 
 
The issue of whether Butte County Supervisors should support the State of Jefferson movement 
came up today.  It turns out supervisors are not too keen on the idea and tabled it for another 
six months.  
 
Education 
 
Willows Public Schools Needs 
Air Date: April 15, 5 p/ 6p  
 
There is a ballot measure for voters in the Willows Unified School District that would raise about 
$12 million for badly needed repairs and upgrades.  We toured existing classrooms, bathrooms 
and gym facilities to see firsthand the poor conditions facing.  
 
Craigslist Chico State 
Air Date: May 9, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
After Chico State’s controversial move to restrict graduation tickets, we’re now learning that 
many are trying to sell seats on craigslist.  It’s a side effect that university officials didn’t see 
coming. All they could do is remind buyers to make sure the tickets are real. 
 
Citrus School Changes 
Air Date: May 12, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
The fate of a longtime Chico elementary school was in the hands of elected officials.  The local 
school district has been reviewing its overall facilities, and some officials say the Citrus 
Elementary School campus would make a better location for its special education services.  But 
now the district is backing off of plans to repurpose the campus.  Families, students and 
teachers are happy. 
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Orland School Budget Woes 
Air Date: Feb 18, 6 p/ 11 p 
 
The Orland School District continues to struggle with an accounting error that its budget is 
actually $1.2 million in the red. Now it’s looking for a new superintendent to help straighten the 
situation out in time for next school year. 
 
 
Economy 
 
Four Buck Gas 
Air Date: April 21, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
After months of hovering in the $3 a gallon territory, gasoline prices have once again breeched 
the $4 mark.  We get reaction from customers and businesses. 
 
U2 Staying at Beale AFB 
Air Date: May 4, 6 p/ 11 p 
 
Good news for Sutter and Yuba County area as Congress agrees to continue funding the 
longstanding U2 Spy Plane Program.  More than 2,000 military and civilian jobs at Beale AFB 
are tied to the program.  
 
Colusa Unemployment 
Air Date: March 10, 5 p/ 6 p 
 
We did a report on how Colusa County often has the highest unemployment rate in the state on 
a percentage basis.  A lot has to do with the seasonality of the job market since it is dominated 
by agriculture. Nevertheless, we did a story on how the community copes with this tough 
economic cycle.  
 
Beale Air Force Base 
Air Date: March 14, 5 p / 6 p 
 
With the new federal defense budget calling for major reductions, Beale Air Force Bases 
longtime U2 Spyplane program is among the programs to be cut.  More than 2,000 military and 
civilian workers serve that program at the base.  Our story examined the impacts. 
 
Health 
 
West Nile Virus 2104 
Air Date: April 15, 5 p /6 p 
 
With spring in full swing, local Mosquito and Vector control officials are putting the word out 
about preventing conditions that could spur on WNV.  We visited the Butte County Vector 
control to get the scoop about the battle against WNV for 2014. 
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Enloe Safety Score 
Air Date: May 5, 5 p/ 11 p 
 
Enloe Medical Center in Chico gets an “A” grade for safety by an independent medical 
watchdog group.   
 
Environment 
 
Paradise Smelly Water 
Air Date: April 2, 5 p/ 6 p/ 11 p 
 
Paradise Irrigation District, which supplies drinking water to 10,000 customers, says 
maintenance issues is causing a distinct odor with some of its water in some areas of the 
system. They say it’s safe to drink and that the problem should go away soon. 
 
Chico Tree Nuisance 
Air Date: April 8, 11 p 
 
This story covered the problems caused by some of Chico’s oldest trees.  Troubles with 
sidewalks heaving and sewer and water line breaks have forced some property owners to take 
measures to remove the old trees.  They are also finding out it’s up to them to pay the cost. 
  
Spot News 
 
Orland School Bus Crash 
Air Date: April 10 … All newscasts 
 
The tragic bus crash on Interstate 5 in Orland that killed 12, including 9 high school students 
from Southern California, dominated the news on this day and for several days after.  In addition 
to the nuts and bolts of the crash, reaction from victims, their families and stories about how 
local emergency officials handled this unprecedented multi-casualty incident were among the 
stories covered. 
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Addendum: 
 

The following is a list of non-profit organizations that have been interviewed 

live on our Noon Newscast on KHSL and KNVN about their mission or 

upcoming event: 

 

Chico Museum, American Association of University Women,  North Valley 

Animal Disaster group, Snow Goose Festival,  Oroville State Theatre, Saw Mill 

Peak Fire Lookout, Glenn County Sheriff’s Posse, Habitat for Humanity, 

League of Women Voters Butte County, Oroville Rotary Club, Butte 

Community College, Orland Women’s Improvement Club, Historic Patrick 

Ranch, Sons of Italy, Keeping Dance Alive, Empty Bowls Project, St. Jude 

Children’s Research Hospital, Red Bluff Community Center, Oroville Hunger 

Walk, North State Symphony Guild, Durham American Legion, Los Senoras, 

Chico Science Fair, Paradise Boys and Girls Club and the Chico Silent Film 

Festival. 

 

 
 
 
 


