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FACE THE NATION 

 

04/04/21 Guests: Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (1); Cecilia Rouse, chair, White House Council of Economic 

Advisers (2); Representative Ritchie Torres (D-NY) (3); Dr. Seth Berkley, CEO, Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance (4); 

Jonathan Nez, president, Navajo Nation (5); Sister Norma Pimentel, executive director, Catholic Charities of the Rio 

Grande Valley (6) 

1) Topics include: possibility of a fourth wave of coronavirus infections / mitigation protocols necessary for safe in-

person schooling / possible timeframe for making COVID vaccines available to children ages 12 to 15 years old / need 

to consider what the public is willing to follow when issuing spring break protocols / Johnson & Johnson’s 

announcement that they would assume responsibility for vaccine manufacturing mistakes at a Baltimore plant 

2) Topics include: women returning to work due to vaccinations and schools reopening; incentives for improving 

childcare centers in the Biden administration’s infrastructure bill / need to upgrade the definition of infrastructure to 

meet the needs of a 21st century economy / estimated number of jobs created by the infrastructure bill / raising the 

corporate tax rate; reaction from corporations to the controversial move made by some states to restrict voting rights 

3) Topics include: racial disparities in vaccine rates / high rate of coronavirus cases in New York City consisting of 

variants / impact of COVID-19 on the Hispanic community; Torres’ criticism of the Biden administration’s ‘American 

Jobs Plan’ 

4) Topics include: logistical issues hampering vaccine distribution in developing countries / vaccine nationalism / U.S. 

monetary and material contributions to Gavi / stringent regulatory approval requirements for new vaccines 

5) Topics include: impact of COVID-19 on the Navajo Nation / systemic underfunding of the Indian Health Service / 

acting head of the Indian Health Services Elizabeth Fowler’s direct work with the Navajo Nation and the White House 

/ ‘American Rescue Plan Act’ / health issues affecting Native Americans / resiliency displayed by indigenous people 

throughout the country 

6) Topics include: continuing surge of families arriving at the southern U.S. border / President Biden lifting the 

‘Remain in Mexico’ policy / factors driving migration right now / high number of child migrants / Pimentel’s invitation 

to the President and Vice President to visit the border 

 

04/11/21 Guests: Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-

CA), Speaker of the House (2); Representative Liz Cheney (R-WY), chair, House Republican Conference (3); 

Governor Gretchen Whitmer (D-MI) (4); Tony Thurmond, California State Superintendent of Public Instruction (5); 

Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News senior foreign correspondent (6); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (7) 

1) a report from Augusta, GA on the improved job market in some sectors due to the stimulus package and increasing 

vaccination rates 

2) Topics include: need for government aid to combat the pandemic and support the economy / Republican opposition 

to the ‘human infrastructure’ portions of the Biden infrastructure plan / future legislation regarding paid family leave; 

forthcoming legislation to retrofit the U.S. Capitol for increased security; House Ethics Committee investigation into 

Florida Representative Matt Gaetz 

3) Topics include: Republican opposition to the ‘Green New Deal spending priorities’ in the Biden infrastructure plan 

/ potential increase in the corporate tax rate; ‘Reopen Schools Act’; call for investigations into the January 6th Capitol 

riot / President Trump’s complaints about Vice President Pence refusing to stop election certification; allegations 

against Florida Representative Matt Gaetz 

4) Topics include: factors driving the coronavirus infection spike in Michigan / need for additional vaccine doses from 

the federal government / appointment requirements limiting Michigan’s vaccination efforts / possibly requiring 

coronavirus vaccinations for children to return to school; misogynistic and threatening remarks made by Michigan 

Republicans 

5) Topics include: delays in reopening California schools / possibly requiring coronavirus vaccinations for children to 

return to school / focusing on students’ emotional and mental well-being in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic / 

making up for lost class time / youth sports as a potential vector for virus transmission 

6) a report from London on international coronavirus hotspots in Europe, India and Brazil 

7) Topics include: Governor Whitmer’s request for additional vaccine doses from the federal government / benefits 

of basing vaccine distribution on population size / youth sports as a potential vector for virus transmission / possibly 

requiring coronavirus vaccinations for children to return to school / Gottlieb’s thoughts on vaccine passports 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

04/18/21 Guests: Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); Dr. Anthony Fauci, Chief 

Medical Advisor to President Biden, director, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (2); Dr. Scott 

Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner, board member, Pfizer Inc. (3); Emmanuel Macron, President of France (4); 

Linda Thomas-Greenfield, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations (5); Manuel Bojorquez, CBS News national 

correspondent (6) 

1) a report from Atlanta on the current situation in Minnesota, due to the recent police shootings and upcoming jury 

deliberations in the Chauvin trial, the lingering nationwide COVID threat and the safety concerns about the Johnson 

& Johnson vaccine 

2) Topics include: when the COVID infection rate will decrease; pause on the Johnson & Johnson coronavirus 

vaccine / continuing support for the Johnson & Johnson vaccine; possibility of ‘booster’ vaccines 

3) Topics include: pause on the Johnson & Johnson coronavirus vaccine / possible restrictions for the Johnson & 

Johnson vaccine once it returns to use / impact of the pause on supply and reaching communities; possibility of 

‘booster’ vaccines; possibility of COVID variants spreading in the United States 

4) Topics include: when COVID restrictions will be lifted in France / working with the White House for a return 

date for American tourism; slow vaccine rollout in Europe / no intention to utilize Russia’s ‘Sputnik’ coronavirus 

vaccine; pledge to give away vaccines to poorer countries; praise for America’s return to the Paris climate accord / 

need for countries to invest in and accelerate their climate resolutions; Russian troops on the border of Ukraine / 

recent U.S. sanctions against Russia; Macron’s call for global unity 

5) Topics include: upcoming climate summit / President Biden’s commitment to cutting emissions / United States’ 

plan to encourage India and China; Biden’s cap on refugee admissions; Thomas-Greenfield’s recent speech on the 

continuing impact of slavery and White supremacy in the United States / subsequent criticism from the editorial 

board at The Wall Street Journal; her speech highlighting systemic rapes in the Tigray region of Ethiopia and Eritrea 

6) Reporter’s Notebook: “Brazil’s COVID Crisis” - a report on the humanitarian crisis in São Paulo and the impact 

of President Bolsonaro’s do-nothing approach to the coronavirus pandemic 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

04/25/21 Guests: Mark Strassmann, FACE THE NATION senior national correspondent (1); Governor Mike DeWine (R-

OH) (2); Representative Val Demings (D-FL) (3); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections and Surveys director (4); 

Chief Troy Finner, Houston, TX Police (5); Sherrilyn Ifill, president and director-counsel, NAACP Legal Defense 

and Educational Fund (6); Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former FDA commissioner (7) 

Guest Moderator: John Dickerson, correspondent, 60 MINUTES (8) 

1) a report from Atlanta on reactions to the guilty verdict in Derek Chauvin’s trial and the continuing protests over 

other instances of police violence 

2) Topics include: repairing divisions in the wake of the Chauvin trial verdict / provisions in Ohio’s police reform 

bill / the shooting of Ma'Khia Bryant in Ohio / need for outside prosecutors to investigate police shootings / contrast 

between police apprehending White assailants versus shooting Black ones / need for implicit bias training / Ohio’s 

potential removal of qualified immunity / coronavirus vaccination rates in Ohio; vaccine hesitancy among 

Republicans 

3) Topics include: passing of the ‘George Floyd Justice in Policing Act’ by the House of Representatives / Senator 

Scott’s proposal for changes to qualified immunity / police response in the shooting of Ma'Khia Bryant / her advice 

to police officers who feel they are getting scrutinized more than they deserve 

4) Topics include: poll results indicating 75% agree with the guilty verdict in the Chauvin trial / Republican majority 

who feel the Chauvin verdict was wrong; President Biden’s approval rating after 100 days in office / majority 

support for President Biden’s handling of the coronavirus pandemic / President Biden’s attempts to work with 

Republicans, despite lingering opposition to his election win / Biden’s popular policies 

5) Topics include: police reaction to the Chauvin verdict / police needing to behave in a way that contrasts existing 

negative perceptions / advice for Houston police to mitigate shootings / benefits of quickly releasing footage, as in 

the Ma'Khia Bryant case / advice to not judge all police officers based on the ones violating people’s rights 

6) Topics include: African American community’s history of protesting police violence / police reforms, including 

not involving armed officers for certain calls and shifting resources to preventative services / call for police groups 

to voice concerns about open and concealed carry laws / need to address issues that relate to young people, 

homelessness, mental health and jobs / the Justice Department’s opening of a pattern and practice investigation in 

Minneapolis / the Justice Department under former Attorney General Barr versus current Attorney General Garland 

7) Topics include: nationwide drop in coronavirus cases / drop in overall population vulnerability due to 

vaccinations / possible lifting of mask ordinances and outdoor gathering limitations / combating vaccine hesitancy 

through aggressive marketing, improving convenience and supplying personal physicians / benefits of ending the 

Johnson & Johnson vaccine pause 

 8) Walter Mondale | 1928 – 2021 – a look back at the life and legacy of Walter “Fritz” Mondale, who died last week 

at age 93 

 

60 MINUTES 

 

04/04/21 “A Fair Shot” – a report on preferential vaccine distribution in Florida. The state has been accused of prioritizing 

wealthier communities while privatizing the process and rewarding companies that make favorable political donations. 

Includes interviews with Bram Majtlis, who was vaccinated in Palm Beach; Keith James, mayor of West Palm Beach; 

Kara Mascuga, a teacher; Omari Hardy, a state Representative (D-FL); Tammy Jackson-Moore, a community 

organizer; and Annie-Pearl Cornelius, a senior who had trouble making a vaccine appointment. (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – 

P: Oriana Zill de Granados) 

“Darren Walker” – a profile of Darren Walker, the first gay, Black president of the Ford Foundation. Walker leads 

the philanthropic society with the intent of distributing money to causes that will help combat inequality. Includes an 

interview with Beulah Spencer, Walker’s mother. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Shari Finkelstein) 

“Survival” – a report on a group of six teenagers who, in 1966, survived being stranded on a remote island in the 

Pacific Ocean. After their ship wrecked on an ill-fated trip to Fiji, the teenagers survived for 15 months using only 

the resources they were able to find on the island before eventually being discovered. Includes interviews with Mano 

Totau and Sione Fataua, survivors of the shipwreck; Rutger Bregman, an author who wrote about the story; and 

Peter Warner, who rescued the shipwrecked teenagers. (C: Holly Williams – P: Michael H. Gavshon) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

04/11/21 “Chairman Powell” – an interview with Jerome Powell, the chair of the Federal Reserve. After a full year of the 

pandemic, Powell reflects on how America's economy has evolved and discusses his hopes for the future. (See also: 

“The Chairman”, 03/10/19; “The Economic Emergency”, OAD: 03/22/20; “Critical Condition”, OAD: 04/05/20; “The 

Jobless”, OAD: 05/03/20; and “Chairman of the Federal Reserve”, OAD: 05/17/20) (C: Scott Pelley – P: Henry 

Schuster) 

“The Last Pandemic” – a report on the Pentagon-funded Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), 

which has overseen a range of medical innovations. The agency is pursuing advancements in rapid vaccine 

development meant to diminish the possibility of another future pandemic. Includes interviews with Dr. Matt Hepburn, 

a retired Colonel who worked with DARPA; Dr. Joel Moncur, a Colonel who directs the Joint Pathology Institute in 

Washington, D.C.; Dr. James Crowe, an infectious disease doctor at Vanderbilt University; and Dr. Kayvon 

Modjarrad, the Army’s doctor. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Sam Hornblower) 

“Prince and the Revelation” – a report on unreleased music by the late musician Prince. Prince performed and 

recorded prolifically until his death. Sitting in the artist's private vault of material, the album "Welcome 2 America" 

is finally being released to the public. Includes interviews with Morris Hayes, Prince’s keyboardist and musical 

director; Shelby J., a vocalist with Prince; and Troy Carter, who was hired by the bank overseeing Prince’s estate to 

sort and appraise the collection. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Nathalie Sommer) 

The Mail – selected viewer comments on “A Fair Shot” (OAD: 04/04/21) 

 

04/18/21 “The Oath Keepers” – a report on the Oath Keepers, a militia movement made up of current and former members of 

the military and law enforcement. While many members of the group were associated with the January 6 th attack on 

the Capitol, other members have spoken out against the riot. Includes interviews with Micah Loewinger, a WNYC 

reporter; Javed Ali, a former NSC senior director and counterterrorism official at the FBI under the Trump 

administration; Jim Arroyo, vice president of the Oath Keeper’s Arizona chapter; Cathy York, Gary Harworth, and 

Mike Rice, members of Oath Keepers. (See also: “January 6th”, OAD: 01/10/21; “The Threat”, OAD: 01/17/21; and 

“Prosecuting the Riot”, OAD: 03/21/21) (C: Sharyn Alfonsi – P: Ashley Velie) 

 “Race & Health” – a report on the negative health effects of racism. A long history of institutional inequality has 

produced many factors that contribute to poor health trends for Black people, ranging from the risk of police violence 

to limited access to fresh food. Includes interviews with David R. Williams, professor of public health at Harvard 

University and chairman of its Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences; Michelle Thomas, a single mom raising 

six kids in Atlanta; Shirley Franklin, who served two terms as mayor of Atlanta and then as board chair of an 

organization trying to improve health in Black communities; and Katie Delp, who opened a grocery store and coffee 

shop for their town. (C: Bill Whitaker – P: Rome Hartman, Sara Kuzmarov) 

 “Viola Davis” – an interview with Emmy, Oscar, and Tony winning actor Viola Davis. She discusses her varied roles, 

her childhood, and the struggles she’s overcome in her industry. Includes an interview with Julius Tennon, her 

husband. (See also: “Denzel”, OAD: 12/18/16) (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Nathalie Sommer) (OAD: 12/06/20) 

 UPDATE: “Global Warning!” (OAD: 02/19/06) 

 

04/25/21 “The Prosecutors” – a report on the prosecution of Derek Chauvin. In their first interviews since the conviction, 

Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison and special prosecutors Jerry Blackwell and Steve Schleicher discuss the 

details of the case and how the visibility of George Floyd’s death made the case so unique. (C: Scott Pelley – P: 

Maria Gavrilovic)  

 “Putin’s Public Enemy” – an interview with Alexie Navalny, a Russian opposition leader who was poisoned in 

August. Navalny, a whistleblower and activist, is believed by many to have been poisoned by the Russian government 

with the military grade poison Novichok, though President Putin denies involvement. After recovering from his near-

death experience, Navalny has continued to fight against corruption in his country. Includes an interview with Yulia 

Navalny, his wife. This rebroadcast includes an update. (See also: “The Challenger”, OAD: 12/10/17) (C: Lesley Stahl 

– P: E. Alexandra Poolos) (OAD: 10/18/20; Update: 01/31/21) 

 “Showstopper” – a report on the efforts to bring back performing arts in New York City. Amid cancelled 

performances and temporarily shuttered venues, artists have pivoted to new methods of performing for the public. 

Includes interviews with Ayodele Casel, a tap dancer; Anthony Roth Costanzo, an opera singer; Nathan Lane, actor; 

and Adam Krauthamer, who heads the city’s union of seven thousand musicians. (C: Jon Wertheim – P: Nathalie 

Sommer, Kaylee Tully) 
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48 HOURS 

 

04/03/21 PREEMPTION 

 

04/10/21 48 HOURS: “Find Yura – Manhunt On The Dark Web” (9:00 – 10:00p) – a report on the global hunt to track 

down Yura, the mastermind behind several hitman-for-hire websites and the alleged plot to kill Alexis Stern. In July 

2018, police informed Big Lake, MN teen Alexis Stern that someone had gone to the dark web looking to have her 

killed. In 2017, 48 HOURS began investigating murder-for-hire websites and using information from sources to tip 

authorities leading to arrests, convictions and prison terms. The hunt for “Yura”, whose identity and location are 

unknown, has led 48 HOURS to England, India and the Eastern European country of Moldova and eventually 

culminated in an encounter in Queens, NY. Alexis believes ex-boyfriend Adrian Fry paid Yura for her murder. 

Alexis, then 15 years-old, met 20-year-old Adrian online and began a relationship with him. After meeting, Alexis 

felt Adrian was controlling; after two years of dating the relationship ended. After finding out Alexis had a new 

boyfriend, he sent threatening messages. 48 HOURS searched for Adrian in London. With the help of Lisa, a dark 

web intelligence analyst, 48 HOURS continues its search. Last November, Alexis received a letter from the FBI, 

stating that her case was closed because the “United States Attorney’s Office has declined to prosecute.” On-screen 

text graphic: FORTY-EIGHT HOURS has alerted the NYPD to the new developments in our dark web 

investigation. Interviewed: Alexis Stern, dark web murder-for-hire victim; Lisa, dark web intelligence analyst, CBS 

News consultant; Chris Monteiro, dark web hacker; Sergeant Daniel Murray, Woodridge, IL Police Department; 

Detective Michael Ulrey, Clarksville, TN Police Department; Sydney Minor, dark web murder-for-hire victim; Ilan 

Funke-Bilu, Beau Brigham’s defense attorney; Arshad Zargar, producer, 48 HOURS; Santosh Sharma, marketing 

specialist; Man #1, suspected of being “Yura”. (See also: 48 HOURS: “Murder on the Dark Web” (9:00 – 10:00p) 

and “Click For A Killer” (10:00 – 11:00p), OAD: 09/29/18) (C: Peter Van Sant – no producers listed.) (OAD: 

02/29/20) 

 

04/10/21 48 HOURS: "The Mysterious Death of Kat West" (10:00 - 11:00p) – a report on the death of Kathleen “Kat” 

West, a 42-year-old stay-at-home Calera, AL mother and the possible role her active social media life, including an 

‘OnlyFans’ account, played in her demise. Before dawn, on January 13th, 2018, a driver spotted Kat’s body in the 

road, just across the street from the West family home. She was found with a fatal head wound and a bottle of 

absinthe lying on top of her phone nearby. Police focused their investigation on Kat’s husband Jeff, who they felt 

was oddly reserved. Jeff was released after questioning and police investigated other possible suspects, including 

subscribers to her ‘OnlyFans’ account. Police were unable to find a connection. On February 22nd, 2018, Jeff was 

arrested and charged with murder. Kat’s parents supported their son-in-law. A few months before trial, prosecutors 

offered Jeff an Alford plea – he would not have to admit that he had committed a crime, but would have to 

acknowledge that the state had enough evidence to likely convict. Jeff declined. The cause of Kat’s death was 

determined to be blunt force trauma to the head; the prosecution theorized Jeff became jealous of Kat’s racy 

‘OnlyFans’ pictures and in a rage killed her with a blow to the head from a liquor bottle. The defense countered that 

Jeff often helped take the photos and suggested Kat had died from an accident while intoxicated. Kat’s mother 

Nancy Martin testified for the defense. During the trial’s final stages, prosecutors convinced the judge to allow the 

jury to consider a lesser charge of reckless manslaughter. After deliberation, the jury found Jeff guilty of the lesser 

charge; he was sentenced to 16 years in prison. The broadcast also features the first television interview with Lauren 

Kwei, a paramedic in New York City who made headlines when The New York Post exposed her for posting nude 

images on ‘OnlyFans’. On-screen text graphic: Lola is being raised by both sets of grandparents. Jeff West has 

filed an appeal. Interviewed: Brittany Driesler, Kat’s friend; Carol Robinson, reporter and CBS consultant; Nancy 

Martin, Kat’s mother; John Martin, Kat’s father; Macorsha Purifoy, passerby; Sergeant Mike Mehlhoff, Calera, AL 

police officer; Lauren Kwei, paramedic and ‘OnlyFans’ model; John Robbins, Jeff’s defense attorney; William 

“Jerry” West, Jeff’s father; Carolyn “Suzi” West, Jeff’s mother. (C: Maureen Maher – Joshua Yager, Lauren A. 

White) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

04/17/21 48 HOURS: "Crosley Green Comes Home" - an update to “Crosley Green’s Hard Time” (OAD: 04/18/20), the 

most recent broadcast reporting on Crosley Green, who continues to wait for a Federal Appeal Court ruling on his 

case. 48 HOURS has been covering this questionable conviction for 22 years. Despite his claims of innocence, 

Green was convicted and sentenced to death in 1990 for the April 1989 murder of Charles “Chip” Flynn in a 

Titusville, FL orange grove. Green has spent decades trying to prove his innocence. At the time of the murder, he 

was a small-time drug dealer who said he was two miles away when Flynn was killed. Green was arrested after 

Flynn’s former girlfriend, Kim Hallock, told police that she and Flynn had been carjacked by a black man with a 

gun and driven to a remote orange grove. Flynn was killed, but Hallock escaped. She identified Green from a photo 

lineup. Green’s nine state appeals are exhausted, but his current attorneys Keith Harrison, Bob Rhoad and Jeane 

Thomas, along with an original private investigator Joe Moura (now a 48 HOURS consultant) have one last hope, 

federal court. They believe they have enough evidence to prove that the conviction is part of a distinct pattern and 

practice of government misconduct in Brevard County. Three other men, - Bill Dillion, Juan Ramos and Wilton 

Dedge - have had their convictions overturned; two of them were also prosecuted by Christopher White. Green’s 

attorneys believe what makes this case different is the great deal of evidence. At the heart of their case are notes 

from White’s meeting with officers Mark Rixey and Diane Clarke (who spoke to 48 HOURS for the first time for 

the 05/30/15 broadcast). Green’s lawyer says that their notes say they think the girl (former girlfriend Kim Hallock) 

killed Flynn. In June 2017, the 11th Circuit Federal Court of Appeals said it would allow Green’s attorneys to argue 

in person why his case should not have been dismissed. The Florida Attorney General’s Office continues to fight to 

uphold Crosley Green’s conviction, claiming Green failed to meet a filing deadline for his appeal. In July 2018, a 

federal judge ruled that withholding prosecutor notes from Green’s defense violated his right to a fair trial. His 

conviction was overturned and a new trial was ordered. The state of Florida appealed. On March 12th, 2020, the 

Federal Appeals Court in Jacksonville heard from Green’s defense team and state attorneys. 04/17/21 UPDATE: In 

March 2021, due to the coronavirus pandemic and Green’s diagnosis of latent tuberculosis, his attorneys filed a 

motion for his immediate release, which the court granted. A decision from the Federal Appeals Court is still 

pending. (No on-screen text graphic for this broadcast.) Interviewed: Crosley Green; Keith Harrison and Jeane 

Thomas, Green’s attorneys; Diane Clarke and Mark Rixey, Brevard County officers; David Stroup, Chip’s friend; 

Christopher White, prosecutor; Charles Flynn, Chip’s father; Tim Curtis, who sold the car to Chip; Lisa DiMeo, 

criminalist; Sheila Green, Crosley’s sister; Kenneth Nunn, University of Florida law professor; O’Connor Green, 

Crosley’s brother; Degrah Green, Crosley’s sister; Shuma Green, Crosley’s son; Shirley Green, Crosley’s sister. 

(See also: “Reasonable Doubt”, OAD: 11/01/99; its retitled rebroadcast, which included an update: “Impossible 

Mission”, OAD: 07/10/00; 48 HOURS: “Last Chance for Freedom”, a follow-up to both prior broadcasts, OAD: 

05/30/15 - an updated rebroadcast aired on 08/19/17; and 48 HOURS: “Crosley Green’s Hard Time”, OAD: 

04/18/20.) (C: Erin Moriarty – P: Asena Basak, Judy Rybak) 
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48 HOURS (continued) 

 

04/24/21 48 HOURS: "The Killing of Cowboy Ray Green " – A report on the death of horse and competitive cowboy 

action shooting enthusiast Ray Green by his wife and questions regarding her claim of self-defense. On May 28th, 

2014 police conducted a wellness check at the home of Ray and Danielle “Dani” Green, in Dillsboro, IN. The 

sheriff’s department was contacted by Ray’s mother Betty, after she received a call from Dani, who claimed Ray 

was killed by a German Shepherd dog. Dani told sheriffs Ray had left for work as a trucker, even though his rig was 

on the property. She permitted a search, except for a large padlocked toolbox that attracted flies and “smelled of 

decay”. After obtaining a search warrant, Detectives Tom Baxter and Pete Tressler found Ray’s body in the toolbox. 

Dani changed her story and claimed she killed Ray in self-defense after years of domestic abuse. She participated in 

a recorded reenactment of the events surrounding Ray’s death for detectives and claimed after she exited the 

bathroom in the early morning hours of May 26th, Ray stated he would kill her and reached for a gun. They struggled 

and both fell on the bed; Dani accidentally shot Ray in the chest. Still scared, Dani left the room to reload and 

returned, then shot Ray in the head. Ray’s death was ruled a homicide and Dani was arrested. Investigators searched 

Dani’s computer and discovered her search history, along with flirtatious correspondence between Dani and George 

Mann, a mutual friend from when Ray and Dani lived in Palm Beach County, FL. Investigators believed Dani 

intended to murder Ray so she could begin a new life elsewhere. Dani went on trial in August 2015; her attorney, 

Delmar Weldon, claimed self-defense and included a deposition from “Carol”, who claimed to have witnessed 

injuries, as well as angry outbursts from Ray. After eight hours of deliberation, Dani was convicted of murder and 

sentenced to 60 years in prison. On-screen text graphic: An appeal by Dani has been denied. She will be eligible 

for parole when she’s 71 years old. Interviewed: Aaron Negangard, prosecutor; Tracey Abbott, Ray’s daughter; Bob 

Stevens, Ray’s friend; Dawn Owen, Ray and Dani’s friend; Karen and Gerry Auclair, Ray and Dani’s friends; Dave 

Warr, Ray and Dani’s friend; Tom Baxter and Pete Tressler, Indiana State detectives; Delmar Weldon, Dani’s 

defense attorney; George Mann, involved in a secret internet relationship with Dani; “Carol” (alias), Dani’s friend. 

(C: Peter Van Sant – P: Susan Mallie, Jennifer Terker) 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS 

 

04/20/21 CBS NEWS SPECIAL: THE CHAUVIN VERDICT (10:00 – 11:00p) – a live, one-hour report on the trial of 

former Minneapolis, MN police officer Derek Chauvin for the May 25th, 2020 death of George Floyd, exploring 

how the case against Chauvin highlights the existing and ongoing racial issues that have plagued this country for 

decades and the call to action for change, sparked by Floyd’s murder. Of the four former Minneapolis police officers 

arrested, Chauvin was the first to go on trial. Includes: (1) Jamie Yuccas’ report on the trial, today’s verdict, and its 

impact on the people of Minneapolis; (2) Troy Roberts’ report, comparing the case against Los Angeles police 

officers for beating Rodney King 30 years ago - which resulted in widespread rioting when the officers were found 

not guilty - and the Chauvin trial; (3) Jeff Pegues’ report, which explores policing in America and whether there has 

been any forward progress; (4) Gayle King’s interview with Floyd family attorney Benjamin Crump and Floyd’s 

brother Philonise following today’s verdict; and (5) Author and professor Ibram X. Kendi’s thoughts on the 

treatment of people of color by the police and the nation. Includes archived video footage of the Rodney King 

beating by Los Angeles police officers, the subsequent trial and the Los Angeles riots which followed the not guilty 

verdicts. Also includes footage of President Joseph Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris delivering remarks 

from the White House following today’s verdict. Includes interviews with: Joe Tamburino, criminal defense 

attorney (1); Lora King, Rodney King’s daughter (2); Harlan Brown, defense attorney for one of the officers on trial 

for King’s beating (2); Joelle Len Demetrius, jury consultant for the defense in the Rodney King trial (2); Edward 

James Olmos, actor (2); Deravis Thomas, father of Caine Rogers, who was killed by an Atlanta police officer in 

2016 (3); Phillip Atiba Goff, co-founder and CEO, Center for Policing Equity, professor, African American Studies 

and Psychology, Yale University (3); Nikole Hannah-Jones, creator, The 1619 Project (3). Anchors: Norah 

O’Donnell (CBS News Washington); Gayle King (Minneapolis, MN) (4). Correspondents: Jamie Yuccas 

(Minneapolis, MN) (1) (4); Jeff Pegues (3). CBS News contributors: Troy Roberts (2); Ibram X. Kendi (5). THE 

CHAUVIN VERDICT is produced by CBS News’ Race and Culture Unit. Executive Producers: Patrick Alvin, 

Mitch Weitzner. 
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS (continued) 

 

04/28/21 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: “Presidential Address to Congress” - live coverage of President Joseph 

Biden’s first address to a joint session of Congress since he took office. Includes: (1) President Biden’s address; (2) 

The Republican response by Senator Tim Scott (R-SC); and (3) Remarks from Senator Joni Ernst (R-IA) (Capitol 

Hill). The President’s address and Republican response were preceded and followed by correspondents’ 

commentary and analysis. CBS News Correspondents: Norah O’Donnell (anchor, CBS News Washington); Nancy 

Cordes (CBS News Washington); Nikole Killion (Capitol Hill); Ed O’Keefe (White House); Jeff Pegues (CBS 

News Washington); and Dr. Jon LaPook (CBS News Los Angeles). CBS News Political Contributor: Joel Payne 

(CBS News Washington). 

 

 

 

* * * * * 


