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PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES 
 

 
 

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local issues and concerns 

in the station's city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes and segments of these programs and 

the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Program Name 
Schedule 

(Day/Time) 

Brief Generic Description 
(Note whether local, syndicated or network) 

13WMAZ 
Eyewitness News 

M-F 5am - 7 am; 
Noon - 12:30 pm;  
5 pm - 5:30 pm; 
6pm - 6:30 pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm; 
Sat-Sun 7am - 9 
am; 6 pm - 6:30 
pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm 
 

Local newscasts produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
inform viewers on local issues. 

13WMAZ Close Up 
Saturdays Noon - 
12:30 pm 

Local program produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
interviews community leaders on local issues. 

CBS 60 Minutes 
Sundays 7 pm - 8 
pm 

The program offers investigative reports, interviews, 
segments and profiles of issues and people in the 
news. 

CBS Face The 
Nation 

Sundays 10:30 am - 
11 am; 11:30 am – 
noon 

The program interviews newsmakers on the latest 
issues. 



 

 

 
 

LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER 
 

 
 

The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that addressed these issues during 
this reporting period are listed on the following pages. 

 

 
 

Local Issue/Concern Brief description of local issue or concern 
Education Area schools started a new school year. Questions continued to 

face Macon’s Charter Academy and issues with the school were 
reported over the past three quarters. 
A constitutional amendment that would authorize the state to 
temporarily step in to assist failing public schools was coming up 
for a vote in November. 

 
 

Crime and Public Safety 28 homicides occurred in Macon-Bibb in 2015, which is a 
75% increase over 2014. Macon ranks near top in U.S. 
pedestrian deaths per capita. In a Pew Study released 
earlier last year, crime ranked as the second highest topic 
that local residents follow closely. 
 

An Eastman police officer was killed in the line of duty 
during the quarter. Protests and shootings around the 
country were of local interest and sparked community 
conversation. 

Government It’s an election year with presidential race, U.S. Senate race 
and local races coming up in November. 
 

Health Healthcare is a major contributor to the area’s economy. 
Health issues are of high interest in the community. 
 

Military Robins Air Force Base employs 23,000 people. Robins Air 
Force Base released its 2015 economic impact report 
stating it contributed $2.75 million to the Georgia economy 

 

Economy  A report released last June for the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors listed metro Macon as one of the slowest growing 
economies in the nation.   
 

 

 

 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 



 

 

 

Local Issue: Education   
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13 WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

8/2  6p and 
11pm 

10 minutes 
total 

Coverage continued during the quarter on the status of Macon 
Charter Academy.  
 

8/2: 13WMAZ provided an update on Macon Charter 
Academy, which opened its doors for a second year. The 
school still faces a possible state shutdown. School leaders say 
they will continue fighting to keep the school open. “Macon 
Charter is open and our doors are open and we welcome 
those who want to come and support us,” school co-founder 
Monya Rutland said. “Our plan is to remain here, to remain 
open closing only on nights, and weekends,” Rutland said. Last 
year, the school was placed on probation shortly after 
opening. The state cited problems with academics, 
management, and lack of sanitation. This spring, the state 
Board of Education started charter termination process, which 
would close MCA for not living up to its charter. According to 
Bibb County Schools, MCA reported having 507 students 
enrolled at the end of last school year. Tuesday, that number 
was down to 273. Rutland says that's decreased the student to 
teacher ratio. “While our numbers are down, what's important 
is that we have students here and were committed to teaching 
the students that we have here,” Rutland said. The state Board 
of Education's termination hearing for Macon Charter 
Academy is scheduled for Thursday, August 18 in Atlanta. 
 
8/11:  Macon Charter Academy founder Monya Rutland says 
accusations against the school are false. Bibb County says their 
investigation shows the charter school was enrolling new 
students. That would violate their state probation. “We found 
that indeed there were some issues with students not being in 
the class but on the rolls or on the rolls and not in the class,” 
Bibb Superintendent Curtis Jones said. Rutland says those 
problems are seen at any school. “You’re going to have some 
children that maybe shouldn't be here or whatnot, but the 
important thing to realize is when we identify they're children 
that should not be here we're contacting those families,” 
Rutland said. Jones says MCA has cleaned its rosters, and now 
the school only has 159 students. That's down from more than 
500 last year. “Earlier this week, they were able to no-show a 
pretty significant number of students, so that kind of brought 
the two systems together, how many students are physically 
in the school compared to how many are in our system,” Jones 
said. Rutland wants everyone to know they are doing what 
right for their scholars. “Macon Charter is compliant and 
wants to maintain its status as being in compliance, and if we 
make a mistake, if there’s some slippage, we correct it and we 
keep moving,” Rutland said. This comes after more than a year 
of academic, safety, and health problems at the year-old 
charter school, problems so severe that the state Board of 
Education has scheduled a hearing for next Thursday on 
whether to revoke the school's charter and shut it down. 

 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

7/29 6pm 2 minutes Bibb Schools took their search for critical needs teachers 
global. Earlier this summer, the district needed to fill more 
than 90 teaching positions. They say that due to a teaching 
shortage. Last week, the Board of Education approved a 
contract with In-Talage. It's an Atlanta-based company that 
says it recruits highly-qualified and experienced teachers from 
places like Africa, India, and Jamaica. Suneetha Panda is one of 
the teachers In-Talage recruited. She's teaching Science at 
Northeast high. “Instead of a long-term sub, now we've got 
highly-qualified certified teachers, experienced 
teachers,” Paige Busbee, Assistant Superintendent of Human 
Resources said. Busbee says it costs the district about the 
same to hire a teacher through In-Talage as through normal 
channels. In some cases, it's even a little cheaper.  In Bibb, 
most of the 18 teachers will fill critical needs positions in math 
and science. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 7/30 noon 30 minutes Thelma Dillard with the Macon/Bibb County Board of 
Education appeared on the program to discuss the 2016-2017 
school year. She discussed the schedule for the school year, 
classroom sizes and the number of students in schools. She 
discussed the proposed failing school amendment that is on 
the ballot for November. She talked about charter schools and 
the impact on public schools. She also discussed the impact of 
poverty on education and the home environment on 
education.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

8/1 6am, 
noon, 
5pm, 6pm 
and 11pm 

10 minutes 
total 

Several reports covered the first day of school for Central 
Georgia children. On 8/1, Reporter Claire Davis spent the 
morning at Vineville Academy for the Arts to find out what 
goes into the first day of school. She interviewed teachers and 
students about their first day back in the classroom. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

8/1 6pm  2 minutes Profile of Cirrus Academy in Bibb County. Mom Stephanie Byrd 
says she enrolled her kids at Cirrus for the STEAM program. 
"Basically for the technology, mathematics, and science," Byrd 
says. Cirrus CEO and Superintendent Ashanti Johnson says 
STEAM stands for science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
math. Johnson says teachers are finding ways to work these 
core subjects into everything they do. Any Georgia resident 
can apply to attend Cirrus Academy. Johnson says applications 
for next year should be available online by early January. 
Applications are equally considered, so it's just a matter of 
timing. There are currently 618 students enrolled at Cirrus 
Academy.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

8/1 6pm 2 minutes Principal Brian Howell is going to door-to-door to say 'hello' 
before school starts. Howell is the new principal at Moore 
Street School. “I was thinking, 'Wow! I'm back at home,'” said 
Howell. “I remember as an elementary school student I went 
to school here.” Years later, Moore Street School is an 
alternative school where students with past behavior 
problems come and learn.  Howell said he wants to start the 
school year off right, and show families they have 
support.  “It’s personal,” said Howell.  “People realize that you 
are taking time out to come out and come talk to them, and 
it’s just a great thing to do.”  Howell said meeting the parents 
and students at their homes is a good way to get to know each 
other. They also talk about expectations for this school year. 
Principal Howell says about 50 students will attend Moore 
Street School this year. He plans to visit every student's home 
by the end of September. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

8/4, 8/6 6pm and 
11pm 

5 minutes Interview with some Mary Persons graduates who are working 
to change sex education in Monroe County. They say the 
current curriculum isn't enough. 
 “It’s just really sort of closed-minded of gender stereotypes 
and things that we don't think are accurate or fact-based,” 
Sharon Kinsella said. She’s explaining why she and four others 
formed a group they call Students for Comprehensive Sex-
Education. Right now, Monroe County uses an abstinence-
based program called Choosing The Best. “It's been around for 
quite a while it is time for a more up to date change,” Kirsten 
Wilder said. Grads like Erin Owens agree. She says students 
need to learn more to protect themselves “What to do if 
you’re in a situation where a sexual assault or sexual abuse 
happens,” Owens said. “We want them to know things specific 
to themselves, whether they're straight or gay or anything 
else. How to protect themselves during and after sexual 
encounters.” That isn’t happening Monroe classrooms, but 
Lindsey Kinsella says students today face big problems the 
current curriculum doesn't cover. They say the curriculum they 
want Monroe county to use called "Flash" would. “It would 
include abstinence as an option, and it would recognize that 
abstinence is the only 100% effective option to protect against 
unwanted pregnancies and STDs,” Lindsey Kinsella said. “It 
would also teach the safe way to go about not choosing 
abstinence.” Superintendent Mike Hickman commends the 
work these students are doing. He said he and the Board of 
Education are willing to listen to them and possibly change the 
sexual education program. 
On 8/6, 13WMAZ covered a forum held for the public. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

8/11 6pm 2 minutes A report covered move-in day at Georgia College in 
Milledgeville. The report interviewed a student and parents 
about the transition. 1,200 freshmen moved into one of the 
eight residence halls at Georgia College. The National Retail 
Federation survey says students spend an average of $907.22 
decorating their room. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

8/10 6pm 2 minutes New analysis of Georgia's HOPE Scholarship shows the 
program will run out of money in less than 15 years.  The 
scholarship, which was started by the Georgia Student Finance 
Commission in 1993 and funded by the Georgia Lottery, is a 
merit-based award available to Georgia high school students. 
It provides tuition assistance to students looking to get an 
undergraduate degree at eligible colleges or universities in the 
state.  According to a new report by Nancy Badertscher, the 
Hope Scholarship will run out of money by the year 2028.  
This report comes a month after it was announced the Georgia 
Lottery transferred a record $1,097,567,000 to education in 
2016.  
However, the largest transfer in the lottery's two decade 
history may not be enough to save the future of the program, 
says Chip Lake, President of the Committee to Preserve HOPE 
Scholarships.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

9/15 6pm 2 minutes The Academy for Classical Education, a locally-approved 
charter school in Macon, is getting 700 new laptops. The Bibb 
Board of Education gave final approval for the purchase during 
their monthly meeting. The funding for the 700 Google 
Chromebooks comes from the current Education Special 
Purpose Local Option Sales Tax, or ESPLOST. Since Bibb County 
is the school's authorizer, they are eligible to receive ESPLOST 
dollars. Bibb Assistant Superintendent of Technology services 
Mike Kemp says "this will be a big benefit for them" since ACE 
currently only has about 50 computers in two labs for the 
whole K-10 school. The 700 Lenovo Google Chromebooks will 
cost $359,138.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

9/15 6pm 2 minutes Students at Southwest High School were learning on the 
football field. "The Aristocrat of Bands" from Tennessee State 
University came to mentor and recruit band students. 
Southwest students applauded the band when they stepped 
out of their buses. Student Bryan Johnson said he was in shock 
when he saw the band walk on the field. “I'm flabbergasted,” 
said Johnson. “It's amazing.” 
“This is a very exciting moment because I want to do band 
when I go to college,” said Southwest student Meisha 
Carnegie. “So experiencing what they go through every day 
makes me more excited about going.” 
Principal Dexter Martin says these "out of the box" activities 
help change his students' outlook on learning. “We had an 
increase in our graduation rate last year and we're looking 
forward to that again this year,” said Martin. Southwest High 
School's graduation rate has nearly doubled since 2012. 
Martin said last year their graduation rate was 74 percent. 
“They want to be college and career ready and that's our 
goal,” said Martin. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

9/27 11pm 3 minutes In November, Georgia voters will vote on a constitutional 
amendment that could affect some failing schools in Central 
Georgia. 13WMAZ looked at the issue and spoke with 
representatives in favor of the amendment and 
representatives against the amendment. 
“My concern is my 8-year-old and I want the best for him, and 
Ingram-Pye is one of the best for him,” said Yolanda Stafford. 



 

 

However, the State of Georgia says the school Stafford’s son 
attends is one of the worst. State leaders say an Opportunity 
School District could change that. Ingram-Pye is one of 127 
Georgia schools that would be eligible for state takeover. If 
voters approve Amendment 1, Governor Nathan Deal would 
appoint a superintendent to take total control of 20 failing 
schools in the first year. Stafford believes that's a bad 
idea.  “Suppose this person is in Atlanta, so you don't know 
what's going on down here at the Bibb County Schools,” said 
Stafford.  “It’s not right for them to have the say so of who can 
be fired, and who can’t be. They don’t know that person.” 
Bibb parents like Stafford aren’t alone in opposing the 
amendment. The Bibb Board of Education is against it 
too.  Board president Lester Miller feels the state is 
overlooking gains they've made. “They haven’t shown me 
anything now that we haven't increased in those areas other 
than some phantom number that they use on tests that they 
completely change every year,” said Miller. 
State Senator John Kennedy says the Opportunity School 
District allows for new ideas and new management.  “Why 
would we expect these chronically failing schools to change 
without any sort of change in system and model that holds 
them responsible,” asked Kennedy. 
Miller says he doesn't see any concrete ideas addressing 
student achievement in the amendment, just more 
bureaucracy. “I want to see what kind of programs are you 
going to put in,  what kind of services are you going to be 
providing these students to help them because probably 80-
90% are African American or minorities on free and reduced 
lunch,” said Miller. 
Kennedy says the takeover isn't permanent. Schools could 
graduate from the district, after showing improvement. He 
believes the time to make the change is now because many of 
the schools have failed for generations.  “The folks that are 
against OSD don’t have a plan, they don’t have a solution, they 
don’t have a proposal, it is simply we don’t want to do the 
OSD route," said Kennedy. “It's time that we try something 
else.”  
Stafford says they don't need the plan, what they have now 
works for her son. “Let us be the parents and the teachers that 
we have there...let us work it out, we're going to make it,” said 
Stafford. 
Bibb County has 13 schools that could be taken over by the 
state, while Houston County has none. Dooly County, Macon 
County and Twiggs County also have schools on the list. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

Each 
Wednesday 
in 
September 

5pm 2 minutes 
each week 

Each week during the school year, students participating in 
13WMAZ’s Junior Journalist program help tell the stories of 
outstanding teachers in the community. Teachers are 
nominated by their students, and the Junior Journalists 
shadow a 13MWAZ reporter to help prepare the weekly 
report. 



 

 

Public Service 
Announcement 

September Various 60-second 
PSA airing 
142 times 
during the 
quarter 

Reading is Fundamental – PSA encouraging parents to read to 
children as an important part of early childhood development. 

 
 
 
 

  Local Issue: Crime and Public Safety  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

Each 
Wednesday 
during the 
quarter 

11pm 1 minute each 
week 

Each week during 13WMAZ Eyewitness News at 11 
p.m. 13WMAZ airs a one minute public service 
announcement for Crimestoppers to ask for the 
community’s help in identifying suspects and  
providing authorities information to help make an 
arrest. 

CBS News, CBS 48 Hours, 
CBS Face the Nation, 
13WMAZ Eyewitness News  

7/6 – 7/13 CBS News 
Special 
Report 

5 hours total On July 5, two white police officers shot and killed a 
black man, named Alton Sterling, outside a 
convenience store in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The 
next day an officer involved shooting happened in 
Minnesota. The shootings fueled protests throughout 
the country. In the midst of protests, a gunman 
targeted police and ended an otherwise peaceful 
protest in Dallas. Another suspect opened fire on 
police in Baton Rouge, killing three and wounding at 
least three more. CBS News dedicated special report 
coverage and evening newscast to cover 
developments. 13WMAZ also covered local reaction 
in the communities of central Georgia, including a 
Black Lives Matter rally at Macon City Hall.  
The police chief of Warner Robins and Pastor Troy 
Wynn came to the WMAZ studio for an extended 
interview on the topic. 13WMAZ also interviewed the 
sheriff of Bibb County and other community leaders. 
 



 

 

CBS 48 Hours Special 7/9 10pm 1 hour 48 HOURS SPECIAL: “Bringing a Nation 
Together” - a report on the aftermath of the deadly 

police shootings in Dallas, Texas, where five police 
officers were shot and killed and seven others 
wounded by a sniper during a protest Thursday night 
(July 7) against recent deadly police shootings of 
black men in Louisiana and Minnesota. Coverage 
includes: (1) As the city of Dallas tries to move 
forward, there was another suspected threat against 
the police. Interviewed are: Dallas Mayor Mike 
Rawlings; Dallas Deputy Chief of Police Malik Aziz; 
Dallas pastors and police chaplains David Thibodeaux 
and Karen Hollie-Thibodeaus. Included a discussion 
about race. (C: Maureen Maher); (2) Timeline of 
events in which two black men were shot dead by 
police - which incited protests around the country, 
and in Dallas, culminating in the deaths and 
wounding of the police. (C: Peter Van Sant); (3) 
Details about sniper Micah Johnson, and his 
downward spiral after leaving the military. Included 
interviews with Greg Abbott, Ron Hosko (former FBI 
assistant director for criminal investigations) (C: Jeff 
Pegues); (4) Details about the police officers who 
died: Brent Thompson, Lorne Ahrens, Michael Smith, 
Michael Kroll, Patrick Zamarripa. Included interviews 
with:  William Ahrens (father); Caroline Smith 
(daughter); Rick Zamarripa (father). (C: Maurice 
DuBois); (5) Social media today means that anyone 
can be a reporter of history - Diamond Reynolds video 
on Facebook Live, has changed the world - but there 
are limitations - sometimes it only shows one side of 
the issue. Interviewed: Lance Ulanoff, Mashable.com, 
chief correspondent. (C: Erin Moriarty); (6) There is a 
deep divide between law enforcement and people of 
color and we have come to know the names: Trayvon 
Martin, Michael Brown, and now Alton Sterling and 
Philando Castile. Interviewed:  Terrie Williams 
(author); Tim Wise (anti-racism educator); Michael 
Eric Dyson (Georgetown University professor). (C: 

Michelle Miller) 
 
 



 

 

    (7) Healing has begun in Baton Rouge. The governor 
of Louisiana called for a federal investigation into the 
death of Alton Sterling on Tuesday and a calm 
atmosphere has prevailed so far. Interviewed: Nicole 
Lee (Baton Rouge mother); Quinyetta McMillon 
(mother of Alton Sterling’s oldest child) (C: David 
Begnaud); (8) There is grief in Minnesota, as a 
community remembers another black man shot dead 
by police: Philando Castile, a beloved man who 
worked in the school system and knew almost all the 
students by name. Interviewed - students and 
parents: Megan O’Keeffe and son Harry Leitner; 
Marla Smith and son A.J.; Cecilia Fossett (C: Anna 
Werner); (9) How celebrities are trying to bring about 
change and awareness. Interviewed: Russell 
Simmons. (C: Don Dahler); (10) In the wake of the 
violence, major cities are beefing up police 
departments against violence. In the Overton section 
of Miami, residents distrust police and police are 
trying to bring about change. Interviewed: Malcolm 
Moyse (resident); Lt. Joshua de la Milera (who grew 
up in Overton); Miami Police chief Rodolfo Llanes. (C: 

Mark Straussman); (11) In 1963, a bitter man with a 
rifle changed history, and today, a troubled 
soldier has changed it again, only this time over 
a legacy of racial hatred. (Anchor: Maurice DuBois 

(WCBS-TV, New York, NY). Please note that there 
were no on-screen producer credits during the 
opening and closing of this program.) 
 13WMAZ Close Up 7/23 Noon 30 minutes David Davis, Bibb County Sheriff, appeared on the 
program. He discussed the recent shootings in 
Louisiana, Minnesota and Dallas, Texas. He also 
discussed the nightclub shooting in Orlando. He 
talked about some of the challenges facing Macon 
and Bibb County. He talked about the importance of 
law enforcement engagement with the community. 
He discussed a local case where a person was 
arrested for allegedly making comments online saying 
police officers should be killed. At the time of the 
arrest, Bibb County police said the comments 
included statements like, "Just kill the cops," and "I 
mean kill all white cracker cops." The suspect’s sister 
said her brother posted the comments after getting 
into a heated debate with another Facebook 
user. She said her brother was just joking.  
 
The suspect was charged with criminal 
solicitation. The charges were dropped the week after 
Davis appeared on the program. 
 
In the program, Davis also discussed the impact of 
mental illness on the criminal justice system, training 
for deputies and plans after Central State Hospital 
closes. He discussed community concerns about local 
gang activity. 

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/13, 7/14 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

15 minutes total Several reports provided updates on the execution of 
John Wayne Conner. Conner was found guilty of 
beating a friend to death during an argument after a 
night of partying more than three decades ago. 
WMAZ Reporter Justin McDuffie was a witness to the 
execution and provided live reports prior to the 
execution and following the execution. 
 

13WMAZ 7/14 5pm 6pm 
11pm 

5 minutes 13WMAZ covered developments as five people were 
injured after a shooting in Warner Robins. According 
to the Warner Robins Police Department, it happened 
at a home on Magnolia Avenue. Several bullet holes 
could be seen in the side of the home from the 
shooting. Officers responded to an aggravated assault 
call with gunshot wounds. Five people were shot at 
least once, and none of the injuries were life-
threatening. Investigators believe a fight happened 
that may have led to the shooting. In another report, 
neighbors reacted to the shooting. Patricia Alfred said 
she is used to a peaceful community, but late 
Wednesday night that all changed.  “Yes I heard 
gunshots. I heard a whole round go off. That's when I 
told my niece let's go in the house,” said Alfred. To 
make matters worse, Alfred says her granddaughter 
was at her house when the shots rang out. “She was 
so traumatized I had to call her mama to come get 
her. And it's just sad, it's sad,” said Alfred. For now 
she says she hopes to see more law enforcement in 
her community. “A change. The police need to patrol 
this area more because it's getting out of hand. 
Because like I said I raised my kids here. I’ve been 
here 18 years. Now you know my grand baby I got to 
see how to get her to come back over here because 
she was so frightened,” said Alfred. Other neighbors 
told 13WMAZ they were afraid to go on camera in 
fear of their own safety. Another said their children 
won’t be playing outside anymore because of the 
shooting. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/21 
 

 6pm, 11pm 5 minutes  A report reviewed concerns about multiple shootings 
in Warner Robins. In a town that doesn't see many 
homicides in a year, there have been three shooting 
deaths in under a month. So far this year, the city has 
had five homicides by gunfire. There were four in 
2015; two in 2014; three in 2013; three in 2012 and 
four in 2011. Some local businesses say they can tell 
the city has changed. Boutique owner Gena Deboe 
feels her sense of safety disappearing.  “Now you 
have to like your door right behind you. It's affected 
the way I run my business. I have to make sure 
nobody's here alone anymore because you don't 
have that feeling of safety that you had before,” she 
explained. Her boutique has suffered break-ins and 
sees fewer customers that she says do not want to be 
out late. 
Down the road, Tony Robbins, whose wife is a Warner 
Robins council member, says he feels safe, but worries 
about a smaller police force. “I think going forward if they 
get up to full staff on the police department I think it would 
go a long way in eradicating some of the elements that 
cause problems in our city,” he told WMAZ. 
Both business owners complimented the police on the way 
they are responding to crimes across the city. Both told 
WMAZ the police are spread too thin.  

 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/29 6pm 3 minutes Warner Robins City Council reacted to new numbers that 
show a big jump in violent crime in 2015. City councilor 
Chuck Shaheen, Post 1, says these numbers are news to 
him. “This is the first I've heard about these numbers,” he 
told us. “I don't think anybody on council knows about 
these numbers.” 
Councilman Keith Lauritsen was also surprised. He sent us 
this statement in response: “Those numbers are shocking. I 
know that mayor and council would like to help in any way 
possible. If we need more officers then we will commit to 
recruiting new ones and retaining the great force that we 
have. We also need to look closely at location and other 
possible correlations to decrease these crimes at all costs. 
Public safety should always be our number one priority.” 
Both councilmen stressed their support for the Warner 
Robins Police and Chief Evans. Shaheen says it's hard to 
solve a problem you did not know existed. “Why wasn't this 
disseminated down to the people who help solve 
problems? That's our job as legislators, is to solve problems. 
So, if you have a problem with crime, bring it to the council, 
mayor and council, bring it to the body. You have seven 
smart people,” he said. According to the city's clerk office 
about one out of every 10 budgeted positions for police 
officers in Warner Robins are vacant. They have 105 officers 
on the street right now and a dozen vacancies.Mayor Randy 
Toms says they're so short that chief Brett Evans and 
Assistant Chief John Wagner are both going on street patrol 
to help cover gaps.  Councilman Shaheen said he would be 
reaching out to his fellow councilors this weekend and 
hopes to discuss the state of the department at next 
Monday's meeting. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/1 6pm 3 minutes Warner Robins Police Chief Brett Evans reacted to 
crime and state of police in his city. Following 
13WMAZ’s report about the rise in violent crime from 
2014 to 2015, the Chief explained how one year does 
not show the whole picture. He told us the numbers 
are not as potentially alarming or dramatic as they 
might seem. He showed that from 2000 to 2015 the 
violent crime rate actually stayed steady if not 
decreased slightly, according to numbers provided by 
the department. 
In that same time period, the city's population grew 
50% jumping from around 49,000 people to nearly 
74,000. The chief repeated that his department has 
not grown to match, which makes keeping the crime 
rate steady even more difficult. 
The chief also says that the numbers are not always 
what they appear to be. Any reported crime counts in 
the tally, even if it cannot be proven or charged. 
Evans also made it clear that even though his 
department has seven vacancies, he and his deputy 
chief aren't riding along on patrols out of necessity, 
but instead to hear from his officers directly. 
Over the past 15 years, violent crime rates and 
property crime rates have dropped even as the 
international city has grown, according to WRPD 
numbers.   
Chief Evans also said that the report Mayor Randy 
Toms asked for on what the department needed 
going forward was almost complete. He plans to have 
it on the Mayor's desk on Tuesday or sometime later 
this week.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/2 6pm, 11pm  2 minutes A report profiled National Night Out in Bibb County.  
More than 185 backpacks were hand-delivered to 
kids in need. "So we're just showing that the Bibb 
County Sheriff's Office wants to give back to the 
community. We thought a great way would be to 
help the children,” says Judy Gordon. 
 Gordon, of the Bibb County Sheriff's Office 
Neighborhood Watch Program, says the community 
has to feel comfortable with law enforcement. 
 
Bibb County Sheriff David Davis says National Night 
Out is something they look forward to every year. 
"We do this every year in the various neighborhoods 
and they plan for this for months about the cookouts 
and the things that they're going to do. So it's just 
that bonding opportunity between law enforcement 
and the communities,” says Davis. He says National 
Night Out is not the only day law enforcement gets 
involved in the community. "You've got to stay open. 
Keep those lines of communication open. Also, stay 
open to involving activities like National Night Out 
and Neighborhood Watch,” says Davis. 
 
He says fostering relationships between law 
enforcement and the community is a daily task. 
 

 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 8/4 6pm 2 minutes The relationship between law enforcement and the 
community is a popular conversation throughout our 
country. During the Houston County Eggs and Issues 
Breakfast, local leaders talked about what can be 
done to improve those relationships between law 
enforcement and the community. Reporter Claire 
Davis interviewed Captain Jon Holland with the 
Houston County Sherriff’s Office. Holland says the 
Houston County community seems to back the blue, 
but says those ties can always be improved.    
Holland also discussed crime statistics in the county 
and he says compared to other counties of their size, 
crime numbers are considered low.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/14, 8/15, 
8/16, 8/17, 
8/18 
 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

30 minutes total Several reports covered developments in the 
shooting of an Eastman police officer. Officer Tim 
Smith was shot and killed. According to GBI Special 
Agent Scott Whitley, Smith was responding to a 
suspicious person call. Smith had a conversation with 
the alleged gunman while standing outside of his 
patrol vehicle. The man then shot Smith, according to 
the GBI.  
Reports on the 14th included interviews with GBI 
Agent Whitley and an interview with a local resident 
familiar with the neighborhood. 
 

8/15: 13WMAZ reported that the man accused of 
killing a police officer in Eastman was arrested. 
Royheem Delshawn Deeds, the man accused of killing 
Eastman police officer Tim Smith, was arrested in 
Nassau County, Florida early Monday morning, 
according to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation. 
 

8/17: 13WMAZ reported new details in the shooting 
death of Eastman Police Officer Tim Smith. Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation Spokesman Scott Dutton says 
Smith was shot once in his torso. The GBI also said 
Royhem Deeds now faces murder charges. GBI 
Spokesman Scott Dutton said Officer Tim Smith had a 
safety vest given to him by the Police Department. 
“When agents were working the scene it was obvious 
to them that he did not have a vest on,” said Dutton. 
13WMAZ asked several area departments about their 
policy on safety vests. “Many times it’s a preference 
or decision made by an officer. But in this particular 
case I do not know,” said Dutton. 
 
Royhem Deeds, the man accused of killing Eastman 
police Officer Tim Smith, appeared in Glynn County 
court Wednesday. Two others, Franshawn Deeds - his 
sister - and Jamil Mitchell also appeared before the 
judge. They're accused of hindering the arrest of 
Royhem Deeds. 
 

8/18: On August 18, 13WMAZ covered the funeral for 
Eastman police officer Tim Smith, Hundreds of people 
came to Dodge County High School to pay their 
respects and to honor the fallen officer's family. Hero, 
father, and friend. That's how people describe Officer 
Tim Smith. “He's a true member of Eastman,” said 
Stephen Hawn. “He’s a family man.” NYPD Detective 
Melissa Jones came all the way from New York City. 
“My mother she was born and raised here in 
Eastman,” said Detective Jones. “Right over the train 
tracks where unfortunately the officer lost his life.” 
When she saw the news about his shooting, she said 
she had to come. “I envisioned the exact location,” 
said Detective Jones. “Eastman is a small town but it 
means a lot to me. I had to be here in support of my 
fellow officer and his family.” 
Officer Tim Smith was buried at Greenlawn Memorial 
Park, behind the Solid Rock Church of God in 
Eastman.              
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 8/20 noon 30 minutes Kelly Burke, former Houston County DA, was 
interviewed on Georgia’s gun laws. He discussed 
where a person can legally carry a gun and what a 
carry license means. He discussed what happens 
when legal gun carriers are stopped by police. He also 
discussed the incident at the Cherry Blossom Festival, 
where a Macon family said they were briefly detained 
for carrying a gun. Burke discussed the Presidential 
race and the national discussion of gun issues. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 9/10 noon 30 minutes Tommy Lowmon, communication and training 
director for the Georgia Department of Community 
Affairs, discussed his background, which include 
crime and serving time in state and federal prisons. 
He talked about receiving a full pardon in 2013 with 
all rights restored. He talked about his work with 
Game Changers and Faith Base Men of the Way. He 
explained his work offenders leaving the system and 
leaving them with a message of hope that they can 
turn their life around. 
 

Public Service 
Announcement 

April-June Various 17 60-second 
spots. 

National Crime Prevention - Elderly 

 
 
Local Issue: Government  

13WMAZ Close Up 7/2 noon 30 minutes Former Bibb Commissioner Joe Allen and 
Commissioner Ed DeFore appeared on the program. 
The two were in a runoff for the District 6 
Commission Seat. They discussed the runoff. DeFore 
finished second to Allen in the runoff. They 
discussed their campaigns. The discussed issues 
including items on the next SPLOST, infrastructure 
improvements, how the community can work better 
together, expanding the Ocmulgee Trail and the talk 
of a passenger rail service between Macon and 
Atlanta.  
 
Allen won the runoff on July 26. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/1 6pm  2 minutes A report looked at new laws that went into effect on 
July 1. They included:  electroshock weapons 
allowed on college campuses;  new driving laws like 
the “move over” law, requiring drivers to move over 
a lane or at least slow down for utility crews working 
along the roadside; new fireworks rules about the 
times fireworks can be set off; grand jury 
proceedings for police us of force cases; stricter 
penalties for repeat domestic abuse offenders. 
 
 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 7/9 noon 30 minutes Shaw Blackmon, State Representative District 146 
and Heath Clark, State Representative District 147 
appeared on the program. Issues discussed included 
the legislature’s action last year on the Religious 
Freedom bill and the possibility of it being 
reintroduced in the next session; state taxes; 
Medicaid; health issues facing Georgia; the debate 
over the school takeover amendment; guns; casino 
gambling; a state BRAC study commission. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 7/16 noon 30 minutes Mary Ann Whipple-Lue, Gordon Mayor, appeared on 
the program. She discussed being the Gordon’s first 
black mayor and the controversies she has faced in 
her time in office. She discussed the attempts to 
remove her from office. She also discussed her plans 
for moving forward and how she will work with her 
opponents.  
 
In June, Mayor Whipple Lue said she is not going to 
change anything now that a judge said she will 
remain in office. After the trial in June, a superior 
court judge rejected a lawsuit aimed at removing 
her from office. The judge criticized Whipple Lue's 
behavior as mayor, but said there were no legal 
grounds to remove her. 
After the ruling Whipple Lue said, “I hope this will 
put an end to any legal proceedings.”  
Her attorney said the case had caused a lot of 
damage to the city. 
“I really hope Gordon can heal. I mean, it had 
divided Gordon like it had never been divided 
before,” said Floyd. 
Whipple Lue said she will continue to work with 
those who spoke against her, and “just keep it 
business.” 
 
She shared her thoughts on the shootings in Dallas, 
Minnesota and Louisiana. She discussed her political 
plans. 
 
Whipple-Lue said she maintains a high interest in 
politics and is considering running for a second term 
as mayor. 
"As of now in my heart of hearts, l just feel like I'm 
going to give it another go," Whipple-Lue said. 
But she said her school board tenure built a fire 
inside her that has her considering a run for the 
state's highest elected office. 
"That put me on to, you know, higher aspirations, 
and I don't know whether that my next goal would 
be maybe governor," Whipple-Lue said. 
Asked if she might run for governor, Whipple-
Lue said, "Yes." 

 
 



 

 

CBS News: Republican 
National Convention 

7/18 10pm 1 hour CBS NEWS: CAMPAIGN 2016: REPUBLICAN 
CONVENTION - live coverage of the 10:00 - 11:00p 
hour of the first day of the Republican National 
Convention. Origination: Quicken Loans Arena, 
Cleveland, Ohio. Includes: (1) excerpt of a recorded 
interview with Senator Mike Lee (R-UT); (2) an 
address to the delegates by former New York Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani (joined in progress and interrupted in 
progress); (3) an address to the delegates by 
Melania Trump, wife of presumptive Republican 
presidential nominee Donald Trump; and (4) an 
interview with New Jersey Governor Chris Christie. 
Also includes an excerpt of an interview by Charlie 
Rose with presumptive Democratic presidential 
nominee Hillary Clinton, recorded earlier today in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Correspondents: Scott Pelley, 
Norah O’Donnell, Charlie Rose, Gayle King, John 
Dickerson, Major Garrett.  Consultants: Peggy 
Noonan (The Wall Street Journal); Jamelle Bouie 
(Slate Magazine); Mark Leibovich (The New York 
Times Magazine). Contributor: Bob Schieffer. 
 

CBS News: Republican 
National Convention 

7/19 10pm  1 hour CBS NEWS: CAMPAIGN 2016: REPUBLICAN 
CONVENTION - live coverage of the 10:00 - 11:00p 
hour of the second day of the Republican National 
Convention. Origination: Quicken Loans Arena, 
Cleveland, Ohio. In addition to ongoing commentary 
by CBS News Correspondents, coverage includes: (1) 
Donald Trump Jr. addresses the Convention; (2) 
interview (by Major Garrett) with New Jersey 
Governor Chris Christie; (3) interview (by Gayle King) 
with Omarosa Manigault, Director, African-American 
Outreach for Trump Campaign; (4) recorded excerpt 
of Presidential nominee Donald Trump addressing 
the Convention earlier this evening via video link; (5) 
Dr. Ben Carson, former Republican presidential 
candidate, addresses the Convention (joined in 
progress); (6) interview (by Gayle King) with Michael 
Moberley, a Florida delegate; (7) Jeff Pegues - 
outside the Arena in Public Square - discusses the 
protests that have happened thus far, and the police 
response to them; and (8) commentary by CBS News 

Contributor Bob Schieffer. Correspondents: Scott Pelley, 
Norah O’Donnell (co-anchors); Charlie Rose, Gayle King, 
John Dickerson, Major Garrett, Jeff Pegues. CBS News 
Contributor: Bob Schieffer. 



 

 

CBS News: Republican 
Convention 

7/20 10pm 1 hour CBS NEWS: CAMPAIGN 2016: REPUBLICAN 
CONVENTION -  live coverage of the 10:00 - 11:00p 
hour of the third day of the Republican National 
Convention. Origination: Quicken Loans Arena, 
Cleveland, Ohio. In addition to ongoing commentary 
by CBS News Correspondents, coverage includes: (1) 
Eric Trump, son of Donald Trump, addresses the 
Convention; (2) interview (by Gayle King) with 
Indiana delegates Rudy Yakym and Melissa Proffitt, 
about Indiana Governor Mike Pence, the Vice 
Presidential nominee; (3) interview (by Major 
Garrett) with Kendal Jessup, a Texas delegate, about 
Senator Ted Cruz’ refusal this evening to explicitly 
endorse Donald Trump as the Party’s nominee; (4) 
Newt Gingrich, former Speaker of the House, 
addresses the Convention (joined in progress and 
interrupted in progress); (5) Paul Ryan, Speaker of 
the House, introduces Vice Presidential nominee 
Mike Pence; and (6) Indiana Governor Mike Pence, 
the Vice Presidential nominee, addresses the 
Convention. Correspondents: Scott Pelley, Norah 
O’Donnell (co-anchors); Charlie Rose, Gayle King, 
John Dickerson, Major Garrett. CBS News 
Contributor: Bob Schieffer. 
 

CBS News: Republican 
Convention 

7/21 10pm 1 hour and 
30 minutes 

CBS NEWS: CAMPAIGN 2016: REPUBLICAN 
CONVENTION -  live coverage of the final portion of 
the fourth and final day of the Republican National 
Convention. Origination: Quicken Loans Arena, 
Cleveland, Ohio. In addition to ongoing commentary 
by CBS News Correspondents, coverage includes: (1) 
Ivanka Trump, daughter of Republican presidential 
nominee Donald Trump, addresses the Convention 
(joined in progress), and introduces her father; and 
(2) Donald Trump, Republican presidential nominee, 
addresses the Convention. Correspondents: Scott 
Pelley, Norah O’Donnell (co-anchors); Charlie Rose, 
Gayle King, John Dickerson. CBS News Contributor: 
Bob Schieffer. 
 



 

 

CBS News: Democratic 
National Convention 

7/25 10pm 1 hour CBS NEWS: CAMPAIGN 2016: DEMOCRATIC 
CONVENTION - live coverage of the 10:00 -11:00p 
hour of the first day of the Democratic National 
Convention.  Origination: Wells Fargo Center, 
Philadelphia, PA. In addition to ongoing commentary 
by CBS News Correspondents, coverage includes: (1) 
an interview (by Gayle King) with Wisconsin 
delegate Nancy Kaplan, a Hillary Clinton supporter. 
(Wisconsin delegate Paul Czisny, a Bernie Sanders 
supporter, was introduced but did not speak); (2) 
First Lady Michelle Obama addresses the 
convention; (3) Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth 
Warren addresses the convention; (4) commentary 
from CBS News Contributor Bob Schieffer; (5) 
interview (by Gayle King) with Vermont Senator 
Patrick Leahy; and (6) Vermont Senator and former 
Democratic candidate Bernie Sanders addresses the 
Convention. Correspondents: Scott Pelley, Norah 
O’Donnell (co-anchors); Charlie Rose, Gayle King, 
John Dickerson, Nancy Cordes. CBS News 
Contributor: Bob Schieffer. 
 

CBS News: Democratic 
National Convention 

7/26 10pm 1 hour CBS NEWS: CAMPAIGN 2016: DEMOCRATIC 
CONVENTION - live coverage of the 10: 00 -11:00p 
hour of the second day of the Democratic National 
Convention.  Origination: Wells Fargo Center, 
Philadelphia, PA. In addition to ongoing commentary 
by CBS News Correspondents, coverage includes: (1) 
pre-recorded interview (by Charlie Rose) with 
Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren; (2) former 
President Bill Clinton addresses the Convention; (3) 
interview (by Nancy Cordes) with Veleria Levy, North 
Carolina delegate; (4) Alicia Keys, singer - performs 
“Superwoman”; and (5) presidential nominee Hillary 
Clinton, via video link, addresses the Convention. 
Correspondents: Scott Pelley, Norah O’Donnell (co-
anchors); Charlie Rose, Gayle King, John Dickerson, 
Nancy Cordes. CBS News Contributor: Bob Schieffer. 
 



 

 

CBS News: Democratic 
National Convention 

7/27 10pm 1 hour CBS NEWS: CAMPAIGN 2016: DEMOCRATIC 
CONVENTION - live coverage of the concluding 
portion of the third day of the Democratic National 
Convention.  Origination: Wells Fargo Center, 
Philadelphia, PA. In addition to ongoing commentary 
by CBS News Correspondents, coverage includes: (1) 
recorded excerpt of former Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta addressing the Convention earlier this 
evening; (2) Virginia Senator Tim Kaine, the vice 
presidential nominee, addresses the Convention; (3) 
recorded excerpt of former New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg addressing the Convention 
earlier this evening; (4) brief recorded excerpt of 
Vice President Joe Biden addressing the Convention 
earlier this evening; (5) President Barack Obama 
addresses the Convention; and (6) presidential 
nominee Hillary Clinton comes on to the podium - 
she and Obama embrace and wave to the delegates. 
Correspondents: Scott Pelley, Norah O’Donnell (co-
anchors); Charlie Rose, Gayle King, John Dickerson, 
Nancy Cordes.  CBS News Contributor: Bob Schieffer. 

CBS News: Democratic 
National Convention 

7/28 10pm 1 hour and 
30 minutes 

CBS NEWS: CAMPAIGN 2016: DEMOCRATIC 
CONVENTION - live coverage of the concluding 
portion of the fourth and final day of the Democratic 
National Convention.  Origination: Wells Fargo 
Center, Philadelphia, PA. In addition to ongoing 
commentary by CBS News Correspondents, 
coverage includes: (1) Chelsea Clinton, daughter of 
Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton and 
former President Bill Clinton, addresses the 
Convention; (2) interviews (by Gayle King) with 
Arkansas delegates Johnnie Roebuck and Linda 
Tyler; and (3) Hillary Clinton addresses the 
Convention. Correspondents: Scott Pelley, Norah 
O’Donnell (co-anchors); Charlie Rose, Gayle King, 
John Dickerson, Nancy Cordes.  CBS News 
Contributor: Bob Schieffer. 

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/19 6pm 3 minutes A billboard on I-75 in Georgia advertised the sale of 
cannabis, also known as marijuana. John Cater from 
Macon saw the YourCannabisOMS.com billboard. 
It’s an online marijuana dispensary.   
“Edible Cannabis is legal in Georgia, that’s what the 
billboard says, so it must be true,” Cater said.State 
Representative Allen Peake of Macon, who crafted 
Georgia's medical marijuana law, says that's not the 
case. “I don’t know how they're saying that. I wrote 
the law, I know the law, and medical cannabis oil is 
the only form that you can legally possess in 
Georgia,” Peake said. 
He says to legally possess it, you have to have one of 
eight medical conditions and register with the state. 
“Once they have that cannabis card, they can legally 
possess medical cannabis oil only here in Georgia, 
but they still have to go obtain it from somewhere 
else,” Peake said. Bibb Sheriff David Davis says if you 
order what's on this billboard, that could lead to 
trouble. “Law enforcement would investigate it, 
follow up, and look and see what the ingredients are 
if someone made a complaint of it,” Davis said. “As 
in all advertising, sometimes all of the truth is not 
there.” 13WMAZ reached out to the company who 
put up the billboard, YourCannabisOMS.com, but did 
not receive a response. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/27, 7/28, 
8/3 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

10 minutes 
total 

The city of Milledgeville faced an emergency and 
had to issue several boil water advisories. The latest 
was the third time a water main has broken in 
Milledgeville since April. The water main breaks 
have caused the water pressure around the city to 
drop. Milledgeville water customers are being urged 
to boil all water prior to use for a minute if you plan 
on drinking, cooking, or preparing food with it. 
Milledgeville Mayor Gary Thrower says the city's 
water issues have never been this bad. 
"We've never had this type of an occurrence or this 
frequent of an occurrence in the past 20 or 30 years. 
I don't know if they've ever had anything like this, so 
obviously, we've got some issues we need to deal 
with,” says Thrower. 
A Milledgeville college student says the consistent 
water issues are concerning. 
Mayor Thrower says they are still trying to figure out 
exactly what caused the water main breaks. There is 
no timeframe on when this issue may be fixed. 
The Georgia Emergency Management Agency is on 
call as well as the local hospital in Milledgeville. 
 

On 8/3, Milledgeville city officials held a town hall 
meeting with local businesses to discuss the water 
crisis. Officials say they've repaired five water pipes 
ruptures and a water pump failure since April. Local 
businesses like restaurants were forced to shut 
down until the repairs were done. At the town hall 
meeting, business owners expressed their concerns 
and frustrations about the city's water problems. 
Steve Johnson, Interim CEO of Oconee Regional 
Medical, says the hospital had to turn away 
hundreds of patients who needed medical care. The 
Health Department closed more 80 restaurants due 
to the water crisis. City officials say they're putting a 
plan in place to stop any future water problems. 
They plan to reevaluate the water system to find the 
weak spots and continue preventive maintenance. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/3, 8/4 5pm, 6pm and 
11pm  

10 minutes 
total 

Several reports aired after the Houston County 
Board of Commissioners dismissed Nicholas White. 
Nicholas White served as public defender for the last 
nine years. The release stated it was an ‘at-will’ 
decision and that the Board voted to appoint an 
interim public defender Wednesday. 
White says now it is the commission that cannot 
afford or will not use funds to hire another attorney 
to handle the hundreds of cases the office is 
handling. White says after months of complaining to 
commissioners they decided to dismiss him "at will". 
“We are running too far above guide lines. We are 
more than double where the A.B.A. guidelines say 
we should be. That's a dangerous place to be in 
when you're trying to represent people that are 
looking at life without parole,” says White. He says 
according to the rules set by the American Bar 
Association each felony attorney should handle 
about 150 cases a year. White says his attorneys 
were averaging more than 300 cases. 
"I'm not going to be bullied and I'm not going to be 
bought off. The county government has a 
responsibility to indigent defense. They're going to 
keep it. If they don't want to keep it voluntarily they 
can answer for it in court,” says White. He says a 
similar case took place in Cordele and the county 
ended up having to increase the public defenders 
office's funding and hire a new attorney to help 
keep up with the cases. "It's really not about me. I 
should be reinstated to the position because what 
the county did was improper. No public defender 
should have to be under that kind of situation,” says 
White. The former public defender says Houston 
County Chairman Tommy Stalnaker threatened to 
close his office. 13WMAZ was not able to reach him 
for comment. Right now former county attorney 
Mike Long is the interim Public Defender. White says 
he has hired Charles Cox as his attorney and he will 
sue the commission for wrongful termination. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 8/6 noon 30 minutes Al Tillman, Macon Bibb Commissioner, appeared on 
the program. Topics discussed included, race 
relations in Macon/Bibb; the educational impact on 
race relations; concerns about local gang activity; 
funding for programs to keep youth off streets; the 
proposed $280 million SPLOST; the image of law 
enforcement. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/10  6pm 2 minutes Lower Poplar Street reopened after residents 
complained about the pothole-riddled street. Now it 
has been fixed and will open shortly. David Cox, the 
Owner of Cox Cafe on Lower Poplar Street, is 
preparing for the next day. He hopes there will be 
some good business. Cox says since Lower Poplar 
Street has been closed for four months due to repair 
and it has affected his business. "It's affected us the 
entire time. They just closed the road with no detour 
signs telling people how to go. Not everybody knows 
to turn right and go up the hill to public works,” says 
Cox. Roger Hill works at a nearby company and he 
says he's glad it's fixed so out-of-towners will 
remember the good about Macon and not the 
messed up road. "The main exit to the Cherry 
Blossom Festival is down here. That's a huge thing 
just for the image of Macon and for all of the people 
from out of town that come through. 
here..CheBlossom Festival. Then they get to 
remember that they almost damaged their car trying 
to get back out,” says Hill. He says the newly-fixed 
road looks great. 
 
David Cox says the repair is really going to make a 
difference for surrounding businesses."I hope it's 
going to make everybody happy and it's going to 
bring more people back to us now that we have a 
nice smooth road to ride on,” says Cox. 
 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 8/13 noon 30 minutes Former U.S. Congressman Jim Marshall discussed 
what he is involved in after leaving Congress. He 
talked about Macon/Bibb’s consolidated 
government and how it is working in the 
community. He shared his thoughts on the current 
Congress, Speaker Paul Ryan, and Presidential 
nominee Donald Trump. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 8/27 noon 30 minutes Robert Dickey, State Representative, discussed 
Robins Air Force Base; Presidential candidates 
Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton; agricultural issues 
that may be discussed in the 2017 legislative 
session; the proposed consolidation of Roberta and 
Crawford County; the failing school amendment that 
is on the ballot for November; casino gambling and 
the possibility of it coming to Georgia; medical 
marijuana in Georgia; the possibility of the college 
campus gun carry bill coming back before the 
legislature in 2017. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 9/3 noon 30 minutes State Representative Allen Peake, House District 
141, discussed Donald Trump’s impact on 
Republican Party; GOP engagement in diversity 
compared to the Democratic Party;  views on 
Trump’s running mate Mike Pence; the possibility of 
the Religious Freedom Act coming back in front of 
the legislative session in 2016; the questions of 
growing and distributing medical marijuana in 
Georgia; non-partisan elections for certain offices; 
the possibility of Casino gambling being discussed in 
the 2017 legislative session. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 9/24 noon 30 minutes State Senator David Lucas discussed rural healthcare 
and tele-tech care for rural areas; he discussed the 
need for the legislature to prioritize the needs of 
rural healthcare. He discussed the Presidential 
campaign and shared his thoughts on local offices 
being partisan or non-partisan. He discussed the 
state constitutional amendment on school takeovers 
and why he opposes the amendment. He discussed 

how state revenues should be spent. 
 

 
  
 Local Issue: Health   
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/1 6pm 2 minutes Willie Womack has suffered from several 
strokes, but he still helps out his community 
every single day. Womack, better known as Mr. 
Curtis, walks the streets of the Bellevue 
neighborhood and voluntarily picks up trash. He 
may have a difficult time talking after suffering 
from several strokes, but you can see in his face 
the joy that comes from cleaning his 
neighborhood. His good deeds have even 
inspired others in the community. “Wherever 
he picking up paper if the kids see him coming, 
they will lend a helping hand and it helps out,” 
says Olanda Deshazier. Womack says he will 
gladly keep helping out every day until he no 
longer can.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/2 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Report that Monroe County Hospital CEO Kay 
Floyd resigned, according to Monroe County 
Hospital Authority Chairman Tony 
Ussery. Ussery said Floyd's contract expired at 
the end of July. "We didn't renew the contract. 
We value everything she's done to do 
everything she could with the Monroe County 
hospital. She's been a loyal, dedicated leader," 
said Ussery. Ussery said it came down to 
Navicent wanting to put someone in place that 
knew their systems, "Knows their message for 
doing things. That's basically where we stand," 
he said. "We all felt like Navicent having 
someone that was familiar with the place 
would be needed," said Ussery.  When we 
asked why Floyd resigned, Dr. Ninfa M. 
Saunders, President and CEO of Navicent 
Health issued us this statement. "We will direct 
any questions concerning Kay Floyd to Monroe 
County Hospital Authority. We are appreciative 
to Ms. Floyd for her many years of leadership at 
Monroe County Hospital," said Saunders. 
Saunders said Darren Pearce is the interim 
Chief Administrative Officer at Monroe County 
Hospital. The move comes jthree months after 
officials announced that Medical Center 
Navicent Health would manage the rural 
hospital. Ussery told 13WMAZ in May of 2016 
that the goal of the joint venture would be for 
patients to have access to healthcare in their 
own backyards.  
 



 

 

60 Minutes 8/3 6pm 2 minutes Bobby Owens died in a drowning Tuesday 
morning at his Warner Robins home. 
Authorities believe Owens did not know how to 
swim. The Red Cross says more than half of 
Americans, 54 percent, either can't swim or do 
not have all of the basic swimming skills. John 
Pope, swimming instructor, says that it is never 
too late to learn a life-saving lesson. Missing 
this skill could be a steep price to pay. Pope 
says the biggest hurdle stopping people from 
diving in is anxiety. “On ground, what's 
underneath us is certain. We trust the ground 
we walk on. People don't trust the water we 
swim in,” said Pope. Some say learning how to 
swim as an adult is too late, but if you're a late 
swimmer, no worries. There are challenges on 
both ends. “A child is working against the fact 
that their motor skills haven't fully developed, 
and an adult is working against that they've 
gone their entire learning one way to move life 
through this world and now we have to learn a 
whole new way of moving through a medium,” 
said Pope. 
 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/6 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Report that a Macon man tested positive for 
Zika. The man traveled to South America about 
6 months ago for vacation and contracted the 
virus. A few days after his trip, he showed 
symptoms. “What's scary is that 80 percent of 
people who go overseas and get Zika don't 
know they have it.” Said Dr. David Harvey. 
“They can be walking down the street.” Health 
officials advised him to stay isolated and 
monitored his symptoms until they improved. 
“As long as he was symptomatic, he stayed 
home, and once he was well, he could go back 
to work,” said Harvey. Harvey says it's 
important to protect yourself from mosquitoes. 
He advises people to wear repellent, and 
remove still water in which the mosquitoes can 
repopulate. The unidentified man is on active-
duty on Robins Air Force Base. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/25 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes Report that the number of travel-related Zika 
virus cases is growing in Georgia.  In one week, 
that number jumped from 48 cases on August 
17 to more than 60 cases on August 25. 
Southeast Health District Public Information 
Officer Mary Beth Kennedy Butler said the 
number changes everyday but that the 
department's message is the same."We still 
want people to protect themselves." Georgia 
uses statewide reporting to share Zika instances 
with the public so it is not clear where the cases 
are located. There are no reported cases of the 
virus being transported locally. In fact, the only 
state seeing locally-transmitted cases of the 
virus is Florida. The number of non-travel 
related cases in that state now stands at 43, 
with the majority having occurred in Miami-
Dade County. Palm Beach County is north of 
Miami. Zika causes a mild illness in most people 
but can lead to severe brain-related birth 
defects if women are infected during 
pregnancy. 
13WMAZ shared the CDC’s offers tips on 
avoiding exposure to Zika: 
Avoid mosquito bites by using bug spray and 
wearing longer selves 
Avoid sex with someone who has been exposed 
to Zika. Condoms and other barriers can reduce 
the spread of Zika and other viruses 
transmitted through sex. 
Clear the outside of your home and business of 
standing water. It can be a breeding ground for 
mosquitoes 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 9/17 noon 30 minutes Carla Belcher, CEO Community Health Care 
Systems in Hancock, Twiggs, Washington and 
Wilkinson counties, State Representative James 
“Bubber” Epps, and Dr. Sean Sumner, Dean of 
Mercer University’s Medical School appeared 
on the program to discuss issues related to 
rural healthcare. They discussed  
new state law allowing tax credits for donations 
to rural health care; why rural hospitals 
continue closing; Governor Deal’s Rural 
Hospital Stabilization Committee; expanding 
the state Medicaid program; 
Mercer University’s goals in providing rural 
doctors; how rural health problems impact 
industrial development; the health status of 
rural Georgians. 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/zika/prevention/protect-yourself-and-others.html


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/28 6pm 2 minutes More than 15,000 children are diagnosed with 
cancer each year, according to the American 
Childhood Cancer Organization.The report 
profiled staff at the Children's 
Hospital, Navicent Health said “go bald or go 
home” in an effort to raise awareness. Doctors 
and nurses shaved their heads to support child 
cancer patients and raise awareness. 
Reporter Claire Davis spent the day with one 
young leukemia patient to learn what it meant 
to him. 
The American Childhood Cancer Organization 
says cancer remains the leading cause of death 
by disease for children under the age of 15. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/25, 6/29 11pm 15 minutes 
total 

13WMAZ airs a weekly new series called 
“Amped Up” to profile Central Georgians 
changing their lives by changing their diet and 
exercise habits. On September 28, 13WMAZ’s 
Marvin James showed the community how a 
Houston County teacher is getting Amped Up 
outside of the classroom and making the choice 
to master a healthy lifestyle. 
The report profiled Brooks Cumbie,  a former 
cheerleader who said she was in need of a 
transformation, so she jumped back in the 
game.  "when I was young, I was a cheerleader. 
I was fit, but as I grew older in college, I gained 
weight, had children, didn't have time to 
exercise as much anymore," said Cumbie.Now- 
a not-so-typical weekday night for Brooks 
Cumbie warming up on the treadmill at her 
gym in Warner Robins. The beginning of a 2-
hour workout that she takes one more serious 
about improving her health versus years 
before, one step at a time. 
"I basically was a weekend walker, wasn't doing 
much of nutrition during the week. Running 5Ks 
with my son, trying to keep up with while still 
eating whatever I wanted," Cumbie said. Just 
10 months ago, she was a self-described 
unhealthy 234 pounds that was in desperate 
need of a transformation. She started training 
for a 15K race, which is 9 miles versus the 3 
miles she struggled to compete in before, so 
she knew she was in for a challenge. Cumbie 
said, "First, I stopped drinking juice and sodas 
and started with water and got my diet under 
control." She completed that race in late 
January, so in February, Cumbie entered a 90-
day challenge with a national fitness company 
to amp up her motivation. During the 
challenge, she also set goals to lose 50 lbs and 
to complete a half marathon before her 53rd 
birthday on September 6th, and her results did 
not disappoint.  "I actually lost 62 pounds and 
have really gotten myself together, mentally 
from the shoulders up, mentally, physically, 
spiritually. I feel like I'm a better person to 
today than yesterday, and last week I 
completed the Diva Half-Marathon in 
Peachtree city, 3 hours and 7 minutes," said 
Cumbie.  
The 21-year special needs instructor is still 
looking to accomplish new goals with her new 
attitude towards healthier living.  
 



 

 

Public Service Announcement July - 
September 

Various 221 :60 spots 
 

American Diabetes Association: One Step at a Time, 
encouraging healthy eating and exercise 

Public Service Announcement August-
September 

Various 105 :30 spots Alzheimer’s Walk – local walk supporting families in 
Central Georgia. 13WMAZ sponsored the event 

 
Public Service Announcement 

July-
September 

Various 123 :60 spots Stroke prevention and warning signs 

Public Service Announcement July-
September 

Various 137 :60 spots Parkinson’s Disease awareness 

Public Service Announcement July-
September 

Various 161 :60 spots March of Dimes – Babies 
 

Public Service Announcement July-
September 

Various 274 :30 spots 
plus 10 
minutes of 
coverage in 
13WMAZ 
Eyewitness 
News 

Central Georgia Race for the Cure – local run/walk 
supporting breast cancer services in Central Georgia. 
13WMAZ sponsored the event. 

Public Service Announcement July-
September 

Various 101 :30 spots  Joshua’s Wish Walk – local run/walk to raise money 
for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 13WMAZ 
sponsored the event. 

Public Service Announcement July-
September 

Various 83 :30 spots Food Safety – preparation reminders for health safety 

 

Public Service Announcement July-
September 

Various 137 :60 spots Information on autism 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Local Issue: Military  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/2  6pm 2 minutes  A report profiled the Veteran Education Career 
Transition Resource Center, or VECTR. Reporter 
Claire Davis interviewed one veteran who says this 
program would have changed his life years ago. 
Joseph Richardson said, “When I transitioned out of 
the military that was a one week transition 
program." Richardson says that wasn't long enough. 
Now, he's the Assistant Director at Vector or the 
Veteran Education Career Transition Resource 
Center, but he says he's always been a veteran first. 
The center partnered with Middle Georgia State 
University and will have educational resources, 
accelerated training, health and financial aid -- 
something Richardson says he wishes existed during 
his transition from behind the lines. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/2 6pm 2 minutes Warner Robins City Hall is a construction zone -- the 
city is building a “Veterans Park” in front of the 
building to honor veterans in the community. In front 
of City Hall, construction crews are clearing out space 
for the new park. Five arrow-shaped monuments will 
have the names of servicemen and women that you 
can engrave for $100. The city does plan to have this 
project completed on Veterans Day of this year. The 
story provided information if the public wanted to 
order a brick or engraving spot. The bricks for 
purchase can support veterans, military personal, 
and Robins Air Force Base. Brick and wall space will 
be given out on a first-come, first-served basis. There 
will be 40,000 bricks available and each arrow-
shaped monument can take about 600 engravings.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/15  6pm 2 minutes Report profiled Mack Fitzgerald, He enlisted in the 
Air Corps during World War II. He never thought he 
would end up a Prisoner of War. He was one of the 
veterans honored at a ceremony at the Carl Vinson 
VA Medical Center in Dublin. Fitzgerald flew to 
several places like England and Libya, but on his 
mission trip to Romania, he was told to fly at tree 
level to hit the oil refineries. He says out of 1,500 
people who went on that trip only 110 survived. His 
aircraft managed to land in a wheat field. After hours 
of walking around to no avail, he says he turned 
himself in. He was in a prison camp for about 13 
months. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
  
 

  Local Issue: Economy  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/1 6pm  2 minutes A report addressed viewer questions about the 
closing of Jeneane’s Café in downtown Macon. 
Diners expecting to eat breakfast on the morning 
of July 1 were greeted with a sign posted on the 
door: "With deep regrets we must inform you, as 
of July 1, Jeneane's Cafe will be closed. It has 
been our joy and honor to have served our loyal 
customers for all of these past years." The 
restaurant opened in 1989. Regular customers 
said they had no warning.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/8 6pm 2 minutes The new 100.9 The Creek wrapped up its first day 
of live radio Friday night, beginning what they 
promise to be a Macon-centric Americana-
themed radio station. They began their broadcast 
at 10:09 a.m. Friday morning with live 
performances and appearances by local figures 
like Warner Robins Mayor Randy Toms and 
Macon-Bibb County Commissioner Larry 
Schlesinger. Charles Davis, a Macon-raised singer, 
sang "Georgia on My Mind" live on the station 
Friday afternoon. He's been singing for his whole 
life. Brad Evans, co-owner of The Creek, said he 
hopes the station will be something that central 
Georgia hasn't seen in a long time. "You know, 
that's the big thing: We want our station to live 
and breathe our region," he said. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/26, 
9/27, 
9/28, 
9/29, 9/30 

6am 30 minutes 
total 

The week of September 26, 13WMAZ informed the 
community about the Thunder over Georgia air show 
coming to Robins Air Force Base on October 2. 
Reports looked at what the community could expect, 
the planning it took to bring the event to Robins, 
parking and what visitors could and could not bring 
to the event. Reporters interviewed participants in 
the event. Over 200,000 people were expected to 
attend the event. 
 

Public Service 
Announcement 

April-
June 

Various 146 : 60 
spots  

Information on veterans services 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/15 and 8/2 5pm and 
6pm 

3 minutes Chicken Salad Chick announced that it was 
scheduled to open August 2. The Warner Robins 
franchise is the Auburn, AL based chain's first 
central Georgia restaurant. The business has 
grown to about 50 restaurants in the South East 
with about eight in Georgia. On August 2, a 
report showed people lined up to enter as they 
opened for business. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/29 6pm, 11pm 5 minutes The Macon Arts Alliance fired two artists from it 
first ever Mill Hill Artist-In-Residence 
program. Reporter Chelsea Beimfohr spoke with 
Samantha Hill and Ed Woodham, who were 
selected as the first "visiting social practice 
artists" by the MAA. Hill and Woodham were 
scheduled to work from July to October in the 
East Macon Fort Hawkins neighborhood-- 
bringing together local artists and residents to 
foster creative projects for the community. But 
on Tuesday night the duo received a letter of 
termination from the MAA stating that "they had 
failed to work closely with the Mill Hill and Fort 
Hawkins neighborhoods" and "had not been a 
positive representative of Mill Hill and the 
program at all times." "They offered us one 
month of our salary... I've come here from 
Brooklyn-- Samantha has come here from 
Chicago... We've both sub-let our apartments... 
We had planned to stay here for quite some time 
and now we have to be out of our apartment by 
5pm on Friday and we were told at 7pm on 
Tuesday," says Woodham. Macon Arts Alliance 
communications director, Lauren Lin, declined to 
go on camera and said she couldn't provide any 
further details about why Woodham and Hill 
were let go.  The artists say things got tense 
when the MAA became angry that they were 
talking to people outside of the Mill Hill and Fort 
Hawkins neighborhoods. Hill says, "It became 
very clear that Ed and I had been bamboozled 
and were part of a gentrification "art washing" 
scenario." "One of the details of art washing is 
that when people try to do activism projects and 
empowerment projects they try to censor you," 
says Hill. "We are being silenced because we 
started to criticize... and once the debate began 
we were silenced and terminated," says 
Woodham.  Hill and Woodham say the goal of 
the residency program is to unite social practice 
artists with local artists and residents to engage 
in creative projects for the community. They fear 
the MAA was using their art initiatives to change 
the composition of the Mill Hill and Fort Hawkins 
neighborhoods. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/30 6pm 1 minute The grand opening of Tropical Smoothie in 
Macon had dozens lined up early when doors 
opened. A woman accompanied by her family 
was among the first ones in to get in line at 5:30 
a.m. and the first 50 people in line who bought a 
smoothie, received a free smoothie every week 
for a year. The owner, Janine Bischone, said she 
started the process of getting this business 
started last September and she thinks she could 
not have chosen a better place. “I love this town. 
We moved here February 2015 from south 
Florida and I just love this town,” said Bischone. 
“It’s so warming. It's so welcoming. The people 
here are amazing. I've never met such friendly 
people in my life. I just feel like I've been living 
here forever.” 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/2 6pm 2 minutes Plans for a new Macon airline are underway. The 
Middle Georgia Regional Airport picked Contour 
Airlines as its new Air Service Provider. It's based 
in Nashville. A new airline could help local 
businesses. The report provided reaction from 
locally-owned Lowe Aviation. Vice President 
Edward Lowe said he hopes the new airline will 
buy fuel from them. “Yeah, it would be great to 
have an airline in town that would need our 
services,” said Lowe. Lowe said having a new 
airline would be great for their business and for 
the community. “That's money that the city will 
make on the services they require here,” said 
Lowe. “It'll provide jobs. 
If approved by federal officials, Contour Airlines 
will offer non-stop flights to Washington, DC, 
which the county calls their second most 
desirable destination. Officials say the airline 
would serve military personnel from Robins Air 
Force Base and vacationers. Also, ticket prices 
could be as low as $50 each way.  
The plan isn't final yet. The project is waiting on 
final approval by the Federal Airline 
Administration. Also, the airline says they'll need 
more than $4.5 million a year subsidy from the 
federal government to fund the flights. Mayor 
Reichert said, the city hopes to have the final 
approval by the end of this year. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/4 6pm 2 minutes Following months of planning and debate, 
Walmart has decided not to build a new store in 
Warner Robins. Residents had shared concerns 
about the plan to build a Walmart close to their 
homes and school on Highway 41 and White 
Road on a 15-mile tract. Walmart successfully 
petitioned the city last month to rezone the 
property from residential to commercial. After 
months of negotiating Walmart says the plan to 
build is a "no-go." 
 
 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/8 6pm 2 minutes The Bibb County Board of Education voted 
unanimously on a grant called the "Promise 
Neighborhood". In August, 13WMAZ first 
reported on the $30 million federal education 
grant through the United Way of Central Georgia. 
It would provide more support services like 
additional counselors, nurses, and parent 
educators for schools in East Macon. Tammie 
Collins, with United Way, says she thinks the 
community will stand behind the grant. She says 
getting the board’s approval makes them one 
step closer to getting the grant. The United Way 
grant application is due to the U.S. Department 
of Education by September 16th. The U.S. 
Department of Education may decide on the 
grant by the end of the year. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/9, 9/10 6pm, 11pm  5 minutes 13WMAZ covered several celebrations to 
remember Otis Redding's 75th birthday. Macon 
Mayor Robert Reichert declared September 9-12 
as Otis Redding Weekend in Macon. Stephen 
Tingen, the mayor of Gray, declared September 9 
Otis Redding Day by the marker in downtown 
Gray. Karla Redding-Andrews opened the gate to 
a private ranch for a birthday barbeque for the 
Otis Redding Foundation. A concert on Coleman 
Hill in Macon celebrated Redding’s music. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/15 6pm 2 minutes Macon hosted the city manager of Columbus. 
Isiah Hugley spoke on how they turned Columbus 
into a happening place.  He said that over the last 
twenty years, they've invested millions into their 
riverwalk and adjacent business district. Those 
millions aren't just from tax dollars or SPLOST 
money. It's from public-private 
partnerships. Macon-Bibb Mayor Robert Reichert 
says their success is inspiration to keep Macon's 
momentum alive.  
The riverwalk in Columbus spans 26 miles along 
the Chattahoochee River.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/20 11pm 3 minutes Reporter Claire Davis looked at the history and 
current status of the proposed commuter rail line 
between Macon and Atlanta. Davis followed a 
local resident on his daily commute by car and 
spoke with legislators about the possibility of the 
line ever becoming a reality. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CBS FACE THE NATION   Sundays 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. - noon 
FACE THE NATION 
 
07/03/16 Guests: Representative Adam Schiff (D-CA), Ranking Member, House Permanent Select Committee on 

Intelligence (1); Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (2); Molly Ball, The Atlantic (2); Ed O’Keefe, The 
Washington Post (2); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senate Armed Services Committee (3); Senator 
John McCain (R-AZ), Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee (3); Peter S. Onuf, co-author, "Most 
Blessed of the Patriarchs: Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination”  (4); Annette Gordon 
Reed, co-author, "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs: Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination” 
(4); Jean Edward Smith, author, “Bush” (4); Arthur Herman, author, “Douglas MacArthur: American 
Warrior” (4); Douglas Brinkley, author, “Rightful Heritage: Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Land of 
America” (4) 

 1) Topics include: chance encounter on a tarmac between former President Bill Clinton and Attorney 
General Loretta Lynch, whose office is investigating Hillary Clinton, presumptive Democratic presidential 
nominee / potential security risks from Mrs. Clinton’s use of a private server in her home while she was 
Secretary of State; recent terrorist attacks in Iraq, Bangladesh, and Turkey and their potential impact on 
security in the United States / potential threat to Americans traveling abroad 

 2) Topics include: Mrs. Clinton’s recent interview with the FBI / chance encounter on a tarmac between 
former President Clinton and Attorney General Lynch / impact of all of this on the Clinton campaign / 
voter opinion on Clinton versus Trump with regards to the issue of trust; relationship between the 
Republican establishment and Mr. Trump / Mr. Trump’s recent speech on trade and his attempts to 
appeal to supporters of Senator Sanders / vice presidential speculation for Mr. Trump; vice presidential 
speculation for Mrs. Clinton 

 3) Topics include: Senator Graham’s agreement with Attorney General Lynch in accepting whatever FBI 
determination is made on Mrs. Clinton’s e-mail server; criticism of the U.S. withdrawal from Iraq and the 
potential withdrawal from Afghanistan / troubling situation in Afghanistan; recent terrorist attack in 
Turkey and that country’s reaction to the attack; Senator McCain’s opinion that neither presumptive 
presidential nominee displays the necessary qualifications to deal with terrorism / Senator McCain’s 
commitment to supporting the presumptive Republican nominee, even though many Republican 
advisers are against Mr. Trump; Senator Graham’s opinion on how Mr. Trump and Mrs. Clinton would 
handle the situation in Afghanistan and Syria 

 4) Fourth of July book panel: a discussion with authors Mr. Onuf, Ms. Gordon Reed, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Herman, and Mr. Brinkley on the subjects of their respective biographies: President Thomas Jefferson , 
President George W. Bush, General Douglas MacArthur, and President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 
07/10/16 Guests: David Begnaud, CBS News Correspondent (1); Mayor Mike Rawlings, Dallas, TX (2); Jeh Johnson, 

United States Secretary of Homeland Security (3); William Bratton, Police Commissioner, City of New 
York Police Department (3); Cornell William Brooks, President, National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) (4); Representative Elijah Cummings (D-MD) (5); former Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani, New York, NY (6); Jeff Pegues, CBS News Justice and Homeland Security Correspondent 
(7); Wesley Lowery, The Washington Post (7); Sherrilyn Ifill, NAACP Legal Defense Fund (7); Terrence 
Cunningham, International Association of Chiefs of Police (7) 

 1) a report from Baton Rouge, Louisiana on last night’s protests in that city and in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
after the police shootings of two black men -- Alton Sterling outside a convenience store in Baton Rouge 
and Philando Castile after a traffic stop in St. Paul 

 2) an update on the current situation in Dallas, after last week’s shooting rampage by Micah Johnson, 
who killed five police officers and wounded seven others before he was killed by a robotic bomb 

 3) Topics include: revelation that Mr. Johnson wanted to kill white people, especially white police 
officers / pressures facing police / total surprise aspect of the recent attack on police in Dallas / balance 
between homeland security and the freedom of citizens 

 4) a call to action from Mr. Brooks, in response to President Obama’s assertion that race relations are 
not as bad as they were in the sixties 



 

 

 5) Topics include: Representative Cumming’s advice to young African –American men / pain felt by the 
African-American community when they are the victims of police and when police are the victims / 
current situation in Baltimore, in light of the death of Freddie Gray last year / need for everyone -- from 
private citizens to elected officials and leaders -- to be careful about rhetoric 

 6) Topics include: need to look differently at race in America / relationship between the police and the 
African-American community / belief that the violence in the black community puts its members at risk 
more than the police / opinion that the Black Lives Matter movement is “inherently racist” and has put a 
target on the backs of police officers 

 7) Topics include: difficulties faced by police officers / reaction to Mr. Giuliani’s claim that the Black Lives 
Matter movement is “inherently racist” and has put a target on the backs of police officers / last night’s 
arrest in Baton Rouge of DeRay Mckesson, an activist with Black Lives Matter / recent events in Dallas / 
need to interact with communities in order to properly address the tensions between police and 
African-Americans / reform efforts in Dallas / importance of police being held responsible when they 
break the law / request for the public not to rush to judgement with regards to the recent shooting 
deaths by police in Baton Rouge and St. Paul 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
07/17/16 Guests: Paul Manafort, Trump Campaign Manager (1); Newt Gingrich, former Republican presidential 

candidate, former Speaker of the House of Representatives (2); former Governor Haley Barbour (R-MS) 
(3); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (4); Ben Domenech, publisher, The Federalist (5); 
Kim Strassel, The Wall Street Journal, author, “The Intimidation Game: How the Left Is Silencing Free 
Speech” (5); Matt Schlapp, chairman, American Conservative Union (5); Police Chief Calvin Williams, 
Cleveland, OH (6); Bob Schieffer, CBS News Political Contributor (7); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street 
Journal, CBS News Contributor (7); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (7) 

 1) Topics include: this week’s upcoming Republican National Convention (RNC) / selection of Indiana 
Governor Mike Pence as Donald Trump’s running mate / proposed temporary ban on Muslim 
immigration / Mr. Trump’s upcoming outreach tour to African-American and Hispanic areas / Mr. 
Trump’s most recent criticism of Hillary Clinton 

 2) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s process for selecting a vice president / why Mr. Gingrich referred to Mr. 
Trump as a “pirate” / Mr. Trump’s biggest weakness / Mr. Gingrich’s criticism of Mrs. Clinton and her 
“unprecedented level of corruption” / support for Mr. Trump’s selection of Governor Pence for vice 
president 

 3) Topics include: Governor Barbour’s opinion that the Republican Party is reconciled and that the “Stop 
Trump” movement will not try any “shenanigans” at the RNC / what to expect at this week’s RNC / 
former Republican presidential candidate and Ohio Governor John Kasich’s decision not to attend the 
RNC or endorse Mr. Trump / Mr. Trump’s ability to raise money for his campaign and the Republican 
Party 

 4) CBS News Battleground Tracker: poll results indicating that the presidential race between Mr. Trump 
and Mrs. Clinton is “dead even” as it heads into the RNC / how voters view each of the candidates / 
impact of Mr. Trump’s selection of Governor Pence on voters 

 5) Topics include: selection of Indiana Governor Mike Pence as Mr. Trump’s running mate / state of the 
Republican Party, with Mr. Trump as their presumptive nominee / appeal of Mr. Trump to voters / 
decision by some Republicans to stay away from their convention 

 6) an interview with Chief Williams on security measures during this week’s Republican National 
Convention 

 7) Topics include: breaking news that multiple police officers have been shot in Baton Rouge, Louisiana / 
reaction from the candidates to the recent violence in Dallas and Nice, France / speculation as to how 
the two candidates will respond to this morning’s shooting in Baton Rouge; message of this week’s 
Republican National Convention. 

 
07/24/16 Guests: President Barack Obama (D), President of the United States (1); Ron Brownstein, Editorial 



 

 

Director, Atlantic Media (2); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent (2); Ramesh 
Ponnuru, National Review (2); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (2) 

 1) Topics include: reaction to Donald Trump’s comments about terrorism during last week’s Republican 
National Convention (RNC) / importance of not succumbing to fear or sacrificing American values in 
combating terrorism / criticism of Mr. Trump and his surrogates’ proposals regarding Muslims / negative 
changes to the ideals of the Republican Party / belief that the American people are safer now than 
before September 11 / reasons behind his decision not to use the term “radical Islam” / Mr. Trump’s 
comments about not upholding NATO – a “cornerstone of U.S. foreign policy since the end of World War 
II”; growing up black in America; skills needed to be president of the United States / belief that “there’s 
never been a candidate better prepared for the presidency than Hillary Clinton” / President Obama’s 
relationship with Mrs. Clinton / political scandal surrounding Mrs. Clinton’s e-mail server; reflections on 
his own term in office / best advice President Obama received from his predecessor, George W. Bush / 
his thoughts on leaving office 

 2) Topics include: last week’s Republican National Convention / “lock her up” chants against Mrs. Clinton 
at the RNC / “ethno-nationalist movement” that is the Trump campaign / Mr. Trump’s acceptance 
speech / lack of Republican unity; Mr. Clinton’s selection of Virginia Senator Tim Kaine as her running 
mate 

 
07/31/16 Guests: Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) (1); Paul Manafort, Trump Campaign Manager (2); Reince Priebus, 

Chairman, Republican National Committee (RNC) (3); Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director, National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) (4); David Axelrod, Democratic Strategist, CNN Senior Political 
Commentator (5); Dana Milbank, The Washington Post (6); Amy Walter, The Cook Political Report (6); 
Reihan Salam, National Review, National Review Institute (6); John Heilemann, Bloomberg Politics (6) 

 1) Topics include: Senator Sanders’ advice to his supporters regarding the upcoming presidential 
election / “Bernie or Bust” supporters who booed speakers during the Democratic National Convention 
(DNC) / support for Secretary Clinton’s campaign / Senator Sanders’ “stoic look” during the DNC / his 
role in the Clinton campaign and the United States Senate 

 2) Topics include: controversy surrounding Donald Trump’s comments regarding Khizr Khan, who spoke 
at the Democratic National Convention about the death of his son in the Iraq War and the candidacy of 
Mr. Trump / Mr. Trump’s proposed ban on Muslim immigration / questions surrounding the scheduling 
of and Mr. Trump’s participation in the upcoming presidential debates / Mr. Trump’s thoughts on the 
security threat posed by Russia 

 3) Topics include: questions surrounding the scheduling of and Mr. Trump’s participation in the 
upcoming presidential debates; Mr. Trump’s refusal to meet with conservative donors Charles and David 
Koch / Mr. Trump’s criticism of politicians who receive money from special interests as being “puppets”, 
such as Hillary Clinton 

 4) an interview with Dr. Fauci to discuss the Zika virus and an update on the news that newly discovered 
cases of the virus were caused by mosquitoes in Florida 

 5) an interview with Mr. Axelrod on the events of the Republican and Democratic National Conventions, 
as well as the campaigns of Mr. Trump and Mrs. Clinton  

 6) Topics include: the events of the Republican and Democratic National Conventions / Clinton campaign 
/ Trump campaign / questions surrounding the scheduling of and Mr. Trump’s participation in the 
upcoming presidential debates 

 
 
FACE THE NATION 
 
08/07/16 Guests: Senator Jeff Flake (R-AZ), Senate Foreign Relations Committee (1); Senator Tom Cotton (R-AR). 

Senate Armed Services Committee (2); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (3); Ron 
Brownstein, Editorial Director, Atlantic Media (3) (5); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (4); Susan Page, 
USA Today (5); Michael Duffy, Time Magazine (5); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (5) 

 1) Topics include: Senator Flake’s recent meeting with Republican vice presidential nominee and Indiana 



 

 

Governor Mike Pence / reasons behind his decision not to endorse Donald Trump at this time / proper 
tone and temperament for a presidential candidate / possibility of Hillary Clinton winning Arizona in the 
upcoming election 

 2) Topics include: four-hundred-million-dollar payment the United States made to Iran / Senator Cotton’s 
belief that the payment was ransom for the release of hostages / call for the United States to “walk away 
from the Iranian nuclear deal”; Mr. Trump’s temperament / support for Mr. Trump 

 3) CBS News Battleground Tracker: analysis of poll results for Virginia and Arizona, indicating that Mrs. 
Clinton is “shoring up her base” 

 4) Topics include: four-hundred-million-dollar payment the United States made to Iran / announcement 
from Iran that they executed Shahram Amirir, a nuclear scientist who reportedly helped the United States; 
current state of the U.S. relationship with Russia / global concern over Mr. Trump’s stance on Russia / 
Vladimir Putin’s criticism of Mrs. Clinton for her support of dissidents in Moscow  

 5) Topics include: current state of the Clinton and Trump campaigns / questions surrounding Mr. Trump’s 
temperament / growing number of moderate Republicans who are unable to support Mr. Trump / recent 
poll results / Mrs. Clinton’s e-mail scandal 

 
08/14/16 Guests: Amanda Porterfield, reporter, WDJT-TV, Milwaukee, WI (1); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News 

Elections Director (2); Senator Susan Collins (R-ME), Senate Intelligence Committee (3); Rosa Brooks, 
author, “How Everything Became War and the Military Became Everything” (4); Tom Ridge, former 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (4); General Michael Hayden, former Director, 
National Security Agency (NSA), The Chertoff Group (4); former Governor Mike Leavitt (R-UT) (4); William 
Cohen, former Secretary of Defense (4); Dan Balz, The Washington Post (5); Michael Scherer, Time 
Magazine (5); Audie Cornish, host, All Things Considered, NPR (5); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post 
(5) 

 1) a report on the overnight violence in Milwaukee, Wisconsin after police officers shot and killed an 
armed man fleeing police 

 2) CBS News Battleground Tracker: analysis of poll results for Florida, Georgia, and New Hampshire, 
indicating that there are lingering questions regarding Mr. Trump’s temperament 

 3) an interview with Senator Collins on why she can’t support Donald Trump 
 4) Topics include: qualities each panel member looks for in a president / importance of being able to tell 

a president no / decision making process in the White House / vital role played by presidential staff / 
presidential communication / need for bipartisanship / current culture of divide in American politics 

 5) Topics include: current state of the Trump campaign, given all of Mr. Trump’s recent gaffes / letter 
written to the Republican National Committee by Republican strategists, suggesting that Mr. Trump 
should be “cut loose”, in order to focus on Congressional races / Mr. Trump’s seeming inability to show 
empathy; Mrs. Clinton’s email scandal / questions surrounding Mrs. Clinton’s honesty and ability to 
communicate 

 
08/21/16 Guests: Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (1); Reince Priebus, Chairman, Republican 

National Committee (RNC) (2); Senator Jeff Sessions (R-AL) (3); Robby Mook, Clinton Campaign Manager 
(4); Michael Kranish, The Washington Post, co-author, “Trump Revealed: An American Journey of 
Ambition, Ego, Money, and Power” (5); Marc Fisher, The Washington Post, co-author, “Trump Revealed: 
An American Journey of Ambition, Ego, Money, and Power” (5); Ben Domenech, publisher, The Federalist 
(6); Ezra Klein, Vox.com (6); Amy Walter, The Cook Political Report (6); Jennifer Jacobs, Bloomberg Politics 
(6) 

 1) CBS News Battleground Tracker: analysis of poll results for Ohio and Iowa, as well as voter’s concerns 
regarding Mr. Trump and Mrs. Clinton 

 2) Topics include: Mr. Priebus’ reaction to a clip of CBS News contributor Frank Luntz’ focus group 
involving Pennsylvania voters who no longer support Donald Trump / support for Mr. Trump / belief that 
Mr. Trump and his campaign is changing for the better / response to Republican Party members who 
would like to “cut Donald Trump loose” 

 3) Topics include: Senator Sessions’ work with Mr. Trump on immigration / Mr. Trump’s immigration 



 

 

policy, which includes a vetting program 
 4) Topics include: reaction to Ohio poll results indicating that 51% of voters think Hillary Clinton she is 

influenced by foreign donors / relationship between the Clinton Foundation and the Clinton State 
Department / Mr. Mook’s belief that the questions surrounding the relationship are politically motivated 
by the right-wing; reaction to a recent report that Mrs. Clinton got the idea of a private email account 
from former Secretary of State Colin Powell 

 5) an interview with Mr. Kranish and Mr. Fisher on the subject of their new biography, Donald Trump  
 6) Topics include: recent staff changes in the Trump campaign / status of the Trump campaign / 

unfavorable poll results for Mr. Trump / Mr. Trump’s potential use of digital advertising to reach voters / 
reports that Mr. Trump is changing his position on immigration / Mr. Trump’s attempt at outreach to 
Hispanic and African-American voters 

 
08/28/16 Guests: Kellyanne Conway, Trump Campaign Manager (1); Donna Brazile, Democratic National Committee 

Chair (2); Representative Jason Chaffetz (R-UT), Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform (3); Dr. Ben Carson, retired neurosurgeon, former Republican presidential candidate (4); Jeffrey 
Goldberg, The Atlantic (5); Leslie Sanchez, Republican strategist, CBSN political contributor (5); Ed O’Keefe, 
The Washington Post (5); Mark Leibovich, The New York Times Magazine (5) 

 1) Topics include: clarification of Donald Trump’s position on immigration, as reports surface that he may 
be changing his position on deporting undocumented immigrants / Mr. Trump’s tweet after the murder 
of an NBA player’s cousin in Chicago; criticism of Hillary Clinton / why Mr. Trump called Mrs. Clinton a 
bigot  

 2) Topics include: reaction to the belief held by many, that Mrs. Clinton should be further ahead than she 
is against Mr. Trump, due to his many gaffes / relationship between the Clinton Foundation and the 
Clinton State Department / Mrs. Clinton’s email scandal 

 3) Topics include: questions surrounding the relationship between the Clinton Foundation and the Clinton 
State Department / call for Mrs. Clinton to release her calendars / Representative Chaffetz’ questions 
surrounding the FBI investigation into Mrs. Clinton’s emails 

 4) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s position on immigration / reasons behind Dr. Carson’s criticism of Mr. 
Trump calling Mrs. Clinton a bigot / Mr. Trump’s outreach to the African American community / call for 
each candidate to release their medical records 

 5) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s position on immigration / Mr. Trump’s problem with Hispanic voters / Mrs. 
Clinton’s speech on the alt-right movement in the United States and linking Mr. Trump to that movement 
/ Mr. Trump’s response to that speech, calling Mrs. Clinton a bigot; questions surrounding the relationship 
between the Clinton Foundation and the Clinton State Department 

 
09/04/16 Guests: Eric Fisher, Chief Meteorologist, WBZ-TV, Boston, MA (1); Governor Chris Christie (R-NJ) (2); 

Senator Jeff Flake (R-AZ) (3); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (4); Alberto Gonzales, 
former U.S. Attorney General, author, “True Faith and Allegiance: A Story of Service and Sacrifice in War 
and Peace” (5); Ramesh Ponnuru, National Review (6); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political 
Analyst (6); Molly Ball, The Atlantic (6); Susan Page, USA Today (6) 

 1) a report on the storm Hermine, as it makes its way up the Eastern Seaboard 
 2) Topics include: Donald Trump’s recent meeting with Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto / Mr. 

Trump’s proposed wall along the U.S. – Mexico border / Mr. Trump’s current position on immigration 
and his commitment to initially deport 2 to 3 million illegal immigrants; criticism of Hillary Clinton for not 
speaking to the press; Mr. Trump’s preparation for the upcoming debates / recent report in The 
Washington Post about Mr. Trump’s foundation paying a fine to the IRS for a donation to a political 
committee supporting Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi / criticism of the Clinton Foundation 

 3) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s recent meeting with Mexican President Pena Nieto / Mr. Trump’s 
“confusing” position on immigration / four necessary components for serious immigration reform / 
Senator Flake’s difficulty in supporting Mr. Trump in November / his advice to Republican senators 
running for office to distance themselves from Mr. Trump / support for Mrs. Clinton reminding voters 
that not all Republicans are like Mr. Trump / possibility of Democrats winning the state of Arizona in 



 

 

November 
 4) CBS News Battleground Tracker: analysis of poll results from the thirteen battleground states, as well 

as the challenges facing Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Trump with voters 
 5) Topics include: Mr. Gonzales’ thoughts on the office of the presidency / his ongoing process of 

evaluating Mr. Trump / Mr. Trump’s comments about Mexican immigrants; anecdotes from Mr. 
Gonzales’ book; support for enhanced interrogation techniques, such as waterboarding, in certain 
situations 

 6) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s position on immigration / analysis of poll results / challenges facing Mrs. 
Clinton and Mr. Trump with voters / Mr. Trump’s recent efforts of outreach to African-American voters / 
what it means to be “presidential” / current state of Mrs. Clinton’s campaign / scandals affecting the 
Clinton and Trump campaigns / public perception of Mrs. Clinton 

 
09/11/16 Guests: John Brennan, Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (1); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News 

Elections Director (2); Representative Devin Nunes (R-CA), Chairman, House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence (3); Fran Townsend, former Homeland Security Advisor to George W. Bush 
(4); Steven Brill, The Atlantic (4); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (4); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street 
Journal, CBS News Contributor (5); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (5); Amy 
Walter, The Cook Political Report (5); Gayle King, Co-Host, CBS This Morning (6) 

 1) Topics include: 15th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks / lessons learned from the September 11th 
terrorist attacks / U.S. response to threats of terrorism / state of the fight against ISIS (ISIL/Daesh) / why 
recruitment for ISIS (ISIL/Daesh) is down; Russia’s potential role in hacking U.S. institutions / Russia as a 
national security threat / Russian President Vladimir Putin; North Korea; Saudi Arabia; reaction to Mr. 
Trump’s claims that his briefers proving intelligence reports to him conveyed their disapproval of 
President Obama’s policies through their body language  

 2) CBS News Battleground Tracker: analysis of poll results from the thirteen battleground states, as well 
as the challenges facing Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Trump with voters 

 3) Topics include: Representative Nunes’ opinion that the threat of terrorism is higher than when he last 
discussed the issue on the program in June of 2015 / threat posed to the United States by ISIS 
(ISIL/Daesh); Russia’s potential role in hacking U.S. institutions and influencing the upcoming 
presidential election / Mr. Trump’s recent comment claiming that Russian President Putin is a better 
leader than President Obama 

 4) Topics include: threats facing the United States / question of safety / legacy left by President Obama 
to his successor regarding fighting terrorism / threat of bioterrorism / threats of the “lone wolf” and 
self-radicalization / need for both offensive and defensive operations when fighting terrorism 

 5) Topics include: Mrs. Clinton’s recent remark that some Trump supporters fall into the “basket of 
deplorables” / challenges facing Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Trump with voters / characteristics needed to be 
president / Mr. Trump’s struggles with details regarding national security and foreign policy / concern 
that Mrs. Clinton lacks a “perceived strategic vision” / Ms. Noonan’s reaction to people who compare 
Mr. Trump to former President Ronald Reagan 

 6) a preview of the new Smithsonian Museum of African-American History and Culture 
 
09/18/16 Guests: Anna Werner, CBS News Correspondent (1); Representative Peter King (R-NY), Homeland 

Security Committee, Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (2); Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA), 
Democratic vice presidential nominee (3); Kellyanne Conway, Trump Campaign Manager (4); Reince 
Priebus, Chairman, Republican National Committee (RNC) (5); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (6); 
Reihan Salam, National Review, National Review Institute (6); Mark Leibovich, The New York Times 
Magazine, CBS News Contributor (6); Representative John Lewis (D-GA) (7) 

 1) a report on last night’s explosion in Manhattan’s Chelsea neighborhood 
 2) Topics include: question surrounding last night’s explosion and possible links to international 

terrorism / importance of allowing the NYPD and the FBI handle the investigation / need to not “allow 
over-concern about civil liberties to get in the way of solid law enforcement” 

 3) Topics include: last night’s explosion in Manhattan’s Chelsea neighborhood; former Secretary of 



 

 

Defense Robert Gates’ piece in The Wall Street Journal, critical of both Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump 
/ Senator Kaine’s fear of Mr. Trump as commander-in-chief / questions concerning Mrs. Clinton’s 
openness and trustworthiness / why Mrs. Clinton chose Senator Kaine as her running mate 

 4) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s response -- calling him a clown -- to Secretary Gates’ piece / Mr. Trump’s 
right to defend himself against those who attack him; Mr. Trump’s long-held birtherism claim -- that 
President Obama was not born in the United States -- and his decision on Friday to change his position 

 5) Topics include:  Mr. Trump’s long-held birtherism claim -- that President Obama was not born in the 
United States -- and his decision on Friday to change his position to the President being born in the U.S.  
/ Status of the Trump campaign / possible penalties for Republicans seeking RNC support, who do not 
support Mr. Trump / fairness in the upcoming presidential debate 

 6) Topics include: response from each candidate to last night’s explosion in Manhattan’s Chelsea 
neighborhood / current state of the Clinton and Trump campaigns / Mr. Trump’s decision on Friday to 
change his position regarding President Obama’s place of birth / former Secretary of Defense Robert 
Gates’ piece in The Wall Street Journal, critical of both Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump / issues that 
could affect voters – immigration reform, the “birther” issue, etc. / upcoming presidential debate 

 7) a conversation with Representative Lewis, as he and Mr. Dickerson tour the new Smithsonian 
Museum of African-American History and Culture 

 
09/25/16 Guests: Erroll Barnett, CBS News Correspondent (1); Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA), Democratic vice 

presidential nominee (2); Governor Mike Pence (R-IN), Republican vice presidential nominee (3); 
Representative Paul Ryan (R-WI), Speaker of the House of Representatives (4); Senator Bernie Sanders 
(I-VT) (5); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (6); Bob Schieffer, CBS News Political 
Contributor (7); Susan Page, USA Today (8); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (8) 

 1) an update from Charlotte, North Carolina on the current situation in that city after last week’s police 
shooting of Keith Lamont Scott 

 2) Topics include: different standard for Hillary Clinton than that of Donald Trump / three critical points 
for Monday’s first presidential debate – specifics, answering unanswered questions, and checking 
people on truthfulness / Senator Kaine’s pre-debate advice for Mrs. Clinton / close poll results between 
Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Trump / Virginia poll results / key differences between Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Trump 
/ praise for Mrs. Clinton 

 3) Topics include: how Mr. Trump has been preparing for the upcoming debate / reasons why a 
moderator should not fact-check a debate / claim that Mr. Trump will only speak the truth during 
Monday’s debate / Mr. Trump’s recent criticism of the U.S. military after they recently hit some Syrian 
army by mistake / criticism of the Obama administration / Mr. Trump’s plan to rebuild the military / Mr. 
Trump’s criticism of people who accept donations as puppets / campaign’s pledge to “make America 
great again” 

 4) Topics include: recent police shootings and violence in Charlotte, NC and Tulsa, OK / race relations in 
the United States; Mr. Trump’s attempts at reaching out to the African-American community / Mr. 
Trump’s recent proposals involving maternity leave and taxes / appeal of Mr. Trump’s unconventional 
campaign / Representative Ryan’s pre-debate advice for Mr. Trump / disagreement with Mr. Trump’s 
claim that places like Afghanistan are safer than some U.S. inner cities / thoughts on the presidential 
election 

 5) Topics include: Mrs. Clinton’s problem in securing millennial voters / key differences between Mrs. 
Clinton and Mr. Trump / important issue of climate change / Senator Sanders’ belief that this particular 
presidential election is not the time for a protest vote for a third party candidate; commitment to 
opposing the appointment of any Wall Street CEOs in any future administration  

 6) CBS News Battleground Tracker: analysis of poll results from battleground states, how both 
candidates are seen as risky, and what voters expect from Monday’s debate 

 7) an interview with Mr. Schieffer about his experiences moderating three presidential debates, advice 
for debate moderators, and his theory of allowing the candidates to talk 

 8) Topics include: current state of the Clinton and Trump campaigns / expectations and challenges facing 
each candidate for Monday’s debate / social media’s impact on debate analysis. 


