
 

FCC Issues/Programs Reports and Related Requirements 
 
 
 
 

QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
 
 

Station      WMAZ-TV:  

Location   Macon, Georgia 

 For quarter beginning: 

 October 1, 2016 

 
 

 
Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by 
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The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days 

and times indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current 

local issues of concern to viewers in the area where the station is located. 



 

 

                                               PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES 
 

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local issues and 

concerns in the station's city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes and segments of these 
programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Program Name 
Schedule 

(Day/Time) 

Brief Generic Description 
(Note whether local, syndicated or network) 

13WMAZ 
Eyewitness News 

M-F 5am - 7 am; 
Noon - 12:30 pm;  
5 pm - 5:30 pm; 
6pm - 6:30 pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm; 
Sat-Sun 7am - 9 
am; 6 pm - 6:30 
pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm 
 

Local newscasts produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
inform viewers on local issues. 

13WMAZ Close Up 
Saturdays Noon - 
12:30 pm 

Local program produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
interviews community leaders on local issues. 

CBS 60 Minutes 
Sundays 7 pm - 8 
pm 

The program offers investigative reports, interviews, 
segments and profiles of issues and people in the 
news. 

CBS Face The 
Nation 

Sundays 10:30 am - 
11 am; 11:30 am – 
noon 

The program interviews newsmakers on the latest 
issues. 



 

 

 
 

                  LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER 
 

 
 

The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that addressed these issues during 
this reporting period are listed on the following pages. 

 

 
 

Local Issue/Concern Brief description of local issue or concern 
Education Area schools were in session. A constitutional amendment that 

would authorize the state to temporarily step in to assist failing 
public schools came up for a vote in November. 

 
 

Crime and Public Safety 28 homicides occurred in Macon-Bibb in 2015, which is a 
75% increase over 2014. In a Pew Study released earlier last 
year, crime ranked as the second highest topic that local 
residents follow closely. 
 

Four police officers were killed in the line of duty during the 
quarter.  

Government Election Day was in November. 
 

Health Healthcare is a major contributor to the area’s economy. 
Health issues are of high interest in the community. 
 

Military Robins Air Force Base employs 23,000 people. Robins Air 
Force Base released its 2015 economic impact report 
stating it contributed $2.75 million to the Georgia economy 

 

Economy A report released last June for the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors listed metro Macon as one of the slowest growing 
economies in the nation.   
 

 

 

 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 



 

 

 

Local Issue: Education   
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13 WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

10/27  5pm and 
6pm 

5 minutes 
total 

Report on Amendment 1, which Georgians voted on in the 
November election. The proposed constitutional amendment 
would form an Opportunity School District that would govern 
certain schools designated as “failing”. Several schools in 
Central Georgia could be affected, so the report talked to a 
Bibb County parent, the president of the Bibb School Board, 
and a State Senator. 
Yolanda Stafford is a parent of a child at Ingram-Pye 
Elementary, which would be eligible for takeover. “My 
concern is my 8-year-old and I want the best for him, and 
Ingram-Pye is one of the best for him,” said Yolanda Stafford. 
Ingram-Pye is one of 127 Georgia schools that would be 
eligible for state takeover. Stafford believes that's a bad 
idea.  “Suppose this person is in Atlanta, so you don't know 
what's going on down here at the Bibb County Schools,” said 
Stafford.  “It’s not right for them to have the say so of who 
can be fired, and who can’t be. They don’t know that person.” 
The Bibb Board of Education is also against the 
amendment. Board president Lester Miller feels the state is 
overlooking gains they've made. “They haven’t shown me 
anything now that we haven't increased in those areas other 
than some phantom number that they use on tests that they 
completely change every year,” said Miller. 
State Senator John Kennedy says the Opportunity School 
District allows for new ideas and new management.  “Why 
would we expect these chronically failing schools to change 
without any sort of change in system and model that holds 
them responsible,” asked Kennedy. 
Miller says he doesn't see any concrete ideas addressing 
student achievement in the amendment, just more 
bureaucracy. “I want to see what kind of programs are you 
going to put in,  what kind of services are you going to be 
providing these students to help them because probably 80-
90% are African American or minorities on free and reduced 
lunch,” said Miller. 
Kennedy says the takeover isn't permanent. Schools could 
graduate from the district, after showing improvement. He 
believes the time to make the change is now because many of 
the schools have failed for generations.  
“The folks that are against OSD don’t have a plan, they don’t 
have a solution, they don’t have a proposal, it is simply we 
don’t want to do the OSD route," said Kennedy. “It's time that 
we try something else.” 
Stafford says they don't need the plan, what they have now 
works for her son. “Let us be the parents and the teachers 
that we have there...let us work it out, we're going to make 
it,” said Stafford. 
Bibb County has 13 schools that could be taken over by the 
state, while Houston County has none. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

11/9 6pm 3 minutes The day after Election Day 13WMAZ got reaction to the 
defeat of Amendment 1, the Opportunity School District 
Amendment. It would have allowed the state to come in and 
take over chronically-failing schools throughout the state, 
including several in Bibb County. 61 percent of Bibb County's 
voters said no to Amendment 1, Governor Nathan Deal's plan 
to fix failing schools.  
Bibb Superintendent Curtis Jones says he was surprised by the 
outcome. “More people got involved because they saw this as 
more of attack on their communities than more opportunities 
for their community,” Jones said. He says they're starting to 
see results from the work they started in Bibb County schools 
a year and a half ago. They working on literacy, graduation 
rates, and school attendance. Jones says those things happen 
when they change the schools' culture. “That's every 
experience that we have from the time the students get on 
the bus, to the time they go to class, to the time they're able 
to get home and do homework,” Jones said. Getting schools 
off the state's failing list takes time, according to Jones. “Each 
school is going to be individually accessed in that regard. 
Some are already close to coming off, others have more of a 
challenge,” Jones said. “What you’re going to find from us is a 
tiered approach -- how do we provide more support to those 
schools that need it versus those that are above the list?” It 
helps that people in Bibb are rallying behind the district. 
 
“The community has helped us out a lot by saying, 'We're 
going to let you change the start time, we're going to allow an 
increase to the millage rate, because we want to see our 
schools improve,” Jones said. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

11/10 6pm 2 minutes Governor Nathan Deal reacted to the defeat of Amendment 
1. He said it’s going to be up to local school boards to save 
their failing schools. Amendment One would have allowed the 
state to step in and take control of schools that the state 
considered to be chronically failing. Many local school 
systems opposed the measure.   
Deal said, "The failure of this passing is impacting on those 
68,000 children who are still stuck in chronically failing 
schools. So we’re going to see what the local jurisdictions are 
willing to do about that. The ball is totally in their court right 
now." 
This year, a state appointed commission made some 
recommendations on how to reform public education in 
Georgia.  Deal says he will likely propose legislation based on 
some of those recommendations – but said it was too early to 
discuss details.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

11/1 5pm, 
6pm, 
11pm 

4 minutes Several reports kept viewers informed as the state board of 
education considered suspending Dooly County's entire board 
of education. This comes after an outside agency considered 
revoking the district's accreditation. The agency notified 
Dooly schools in July 2015 that their accreditation was "under 
review." That means the district is one step away from losing 
its accreditation, according to the state board of education. 
Since then, the school district cut ties with its superintendent 
Julie Harrelson. 
The state board scheduled hearing for this Thursday on 
whether to suspend the Dooly board. Matt Cardoza, 
spokesman for the state board of education, says state law 
requires them to hold these hearings when a district's 
accreditation is under review. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness 

News 
11/3 6pm, 

11pm 
4 minutes After more than seven hours, the state board of education 

made its recommendation to remove Dooly County's current 
school board. The state's decision comes after an outside 
accreditation agency gave the school district a poor score in 
2015. The worst rating was for governance and leadership. 
The agency's CEO was the first to testify he was on the stand 
for more than three hours. 
He says they came back ten months later in February of 2016 
for an update and saw no improvement. 
The defense called the schools current superintendent, Celeta 
Thomas as their first witness. She listed work she's done to 
make changes but admits there is more work to do. Thomas 
agreed with findings by the agency saying they are losing 
students as well as faculty and said the board had its 
challenges. She tried to resign due to stress of the job but the 
board refused to let her. 
Dooly county board chair blamed two prior superintendents 
for some of their problems and not their governance. 
State board of education chair Mike Royal says their decision 
came down to governance. "Just like our board is ultimately 
responsible, their board is ultimately responsible. The statute 
calls for us to look at the board as a whole... and good boards 
that's what they do...they work together they rule together. It 
was...it was the total sum of the board" 
Their recommendation now goes to the governor where he 
makes the ultimate decision to remove board members.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

11/4 11pm 2 minutes Thursday night, the State Board of Education suspended the 
Dooly County School Board, and dozens throughout the 
county are rejoicing with the decision. According to the state, 
the Dooly board didn't follow policy, served with personal 
agendas, and argued with each other during board meetings. 
Those are just some of the reasons the state pulled the plug 
on the 5 members. Shea Daniels says she saw some of those 
things firsthand at board meetings. “Nothing but disrespect. 
There was no order, it was the worst I had ever seen, and this 
is my Dooly County Board of Education,” Daniels said. Those 
problems lead to a low rating from AdvancEd, a school 
accreditation agency which led to Thursday's hearing in 
Atlanta. AdvancEd CEO Mark Elgart said they gave suggestions 
to Dooly, but saw no improvement on follow-up visits. Daniels 
and the State board think the Dooly board micro-managed 
district employees, and that prevented change. 
“I don’t think the superintendent was able to implement what 
they thought could work,” Daniels said, “I don’t think the 
superintendent room to offer those on things that could 
help.” 13WMAZ spoke to others in town who said they hope 
this is a step in the right direction to turn the system 
around.  Daniels thinks this change will put Dooly on a 
winning path. “Our kids are the future and there is hope for 
our children in Dooly County, and Dooly County will rise 
again,” Daniels said. The state's recommendation now goes to 
the governor. Nathan Deal has final say on suspension and 
filling vacancies on the board. The suspended members have 
30 days to appeal. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

11/16 6pm  2 minutes In Baldwin County schools, they offer a number of digital 
outlets for parents to communicate with their child's teacher, 
but not all parents take advantage of those, and the school 
system wants to change that. "Having an open and positive 
relationship with parents makes a world of difference in a 
child's education," teacher LeeAnn Robinson said. Blandy Hills 
Elementary Kindergarten teacher LeeAnn Robinson says she's 
available to parents 24-7. 
"The most effective for me as a teacher would be the phone 
calls, the parent-teacher conferences, and sending those 
messages, whether it be a text message like, 'Hey, by the way, 
this happened today,' or 'I just wanted to let you know your 
child had a great day...' Those kind of things are very 
important," Robinson said. 
Baldwin County Schools has not only in-person parent-
teacher conferences, but they also offer a number of digital 
outlets for parent-teacher communication. But not every 
parent takes advantage of those, which is why the school 
system's Parent University is hosting a workshop for parents 
to learn how to send emails to teachers, how to interact 
during parent-teacher conferences, and how to use the digital 
communication outlets available. 
"I think it's critically important to be involved," parent Brandy 
Kennedy said. "And the only way to be involved is with that 
communication." Parent Brandy Kennedy says it's a two-way 
street when it comes to parent-teacher contact. 
"The parent needs support to facilitate their child's education, 
the teacher needs that support and that we're on the same 
team because it can easily, you know I think, devolve into 
feeling like you're not on the same team if you have 
miscommunication," Kennedy said. And both she and 
Robinson are looking forward to improving their connections.  
Viewers were informed that the parent workshop would be 
held on Thursday November 17th. The first workshop will be 
at 8:00 a.m. at Blandy Hills Elementary School, and the second 
will be at 5:30 p.m. at Eagle Ridge Elementary. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness 

News 
12/15 5pm, 

6pm, 
11pm 

4 minutes Bibb County schools say former Superintendent Romain 
Dalllemand conspired with assistants and vendors to defraud 
them of more than $7 million. They say that includes paying 
$3.7 million for 15,000 computers that were unusable and not 
compatible with their software. Their lawsuit also says 
Dallemand paid $3.2 million for various software systems. The 
district received a single server, which was blank, they claim. 
The school lawsuit says Dallemand and others violated school 
procedures and bidding laws and deceived other school 
officials about what he was doing. 
And they claim he promoted an atmosphere of "fear and 
intimidation," where employees feared that they would lose 
their jobs if they didn't follow his orders. The school board 
bought out Dallemand in 2013 after two years as 
superintendent. The lawsuit also says Dallemand should pay 
back his severance agreement because he violated his 
contract and misled the board. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

Each 
Wednesday 
in 
September 

5pm 2 minutes 
each week 

Each week during the school year, students participating in 
13WMAZ’s Junior Journalist program help tell the stories of 
outstanding teachers in the community. Teachers are 
nominated by their students, and the Junior Journalists 
shadow a 13MWAZ reporter to help prepare the weekly 
report. 

Public Service 
Announcement 

October, 
November, 
December 

Various 60-second 
PSA airing 
117 times 
during the 
quarter 

Reading is Fundamental – PSA encouraging parents to read to 
children as an important part of early childhood 
development. 

 
 

  Local Issue: Crime and Public Safety  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

Each 
Wednesday 
during the 
quarter 

11pm 1 minute each 
week 

Each week during 13WMAZ Eyewitness News at 11 
p.m. 13WMAZ airs a one minute public service 
announcement for Crimestoppers to ask for the 
community’s help in identifying suspects and  
providing authorities information to help make an 
arrest. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/3 and  
10/11 

6pm and 11 
pm 

8 minutes 
total 
 

Two central Georgia business were robbed in the 
same manner and firearms were stolen from each 
location. Surveillance videos captured thieves 
backing a vehicle into the front door of the business 
and stealing firearms. One robbery occurred in 
Warner Robins and the other in Bolingbroke. 
13WMAZ spoke with business owners about the 
thefts. The ATF was called in to investigate. No 
arrests were made. 



 

 

CBS 48 Hours Special 10/7 and 
10/8 

5pm, 6pm 
and 11pm 

20 minutes total Two different officer-involved shooting incidents 
occurred in central Georgia. One of the incidents 
involved a Bibb County Deputy. According to a 
spokesperson for the GBI, a deputy responded to a 
shoplifting call on Houston Avenue. The deputy 
approached a man fitting the description of the 
shoplifter and at some point a struggle occurred 
between the two.  The deputy Tased the man but the 
struggle continued. "The officer basically put bare 
hands on the guy and was not able to get him 
subdued," says GBI Special Agent JT Ricketson. " So 
he deployed his Taser, the subject was able to rip the 
prongs out from the Taser." That's when District 
Attorney David Cooke says the deputy tried to use 
another non-lethal force. "A physical altercation 
began and the suspect obtained the deputy's pepper 
spray and sprayed the deputy who was incapacitated. 
The deputy discharged his weapon, shooting the 
suspect," says Cooke. 
 
Another incident occurred in Monroe County.  
According to Special Agent in Charge Joe Wooten 
with the GBI, the shooting happened around 3 p.m. 
after three deputies responded to a call on 
Johnstonville Road. Agent Wooten says 40-year-old 
Richard Treadwell went into his home when deputies 
arrived and came back out brandishing what 
appeared to be a firearm at deputies. Treadwell was 
shot. He was taken to the hospital with non life 
threatening injuries. 

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/17, 
10/18, 
10/19, 
10/20, 
10/21, 
10/24, 10/31 
 

6am, noon, 
5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

35 minutes total Multiple reports followed developments in the case 
of 18-year-old Samuel Poss. 
On 10/17, police, family, and friends were searching 
for Poss, a Perry teenager who went missing early 
Saturday morning. 
On 10/18 and 10/19, police provided updates on the 
search. The used cadaver dogs as part of the search. 
Viewers were asked to contact the Perry Police 
Department with any information. 
On 10/20, police announced Poss was killed and an 
arrest warrant was issued for two suspects.Police 
said Poss was killed by "strangulation, suffocation 
and/or stabbing." 
Coverage included the first court appearance of the 
two suspects after their arrest. Authorities said Poss 
was friends with one suspect and the other was an 
acquaintance. They all attended Perry High School. 
Reports also covered community reaction, which 
could best described as shock over the crime. 
Another report covered a vigil for Poss. 
 
On 10/21, a veteran Perry Police investigator called 
the killing unlike any other case he's worked.  
The Perry Police Department said they're working 
overtime to learn more about the killing of 18-year-
old Samuel Poss. The first homicide in the city since 
2008. Perry Police Department Veteran Investigator 
Captain Heath Dykes says the killing of 18-year-old 
Samuel Poss is different from other cases he's 
worked. “There's a lot of things in this case that are 
real weird. Not what I call per say common place, 
common things,” he said. “For no reason whatsoever 
no one deserves to be killed, murdered and dumped 
like that,” said Dykes. Police found Poss's body early 
Thursday in the woods in Houston County, he had 
been missing since Saturday. “Some of the stuff you 
see on these Facebook posts and pages, it's very 
disturbing.  Some of the stuff that we've learned 
during this investigation that was talked about prior 
to and after. It's that you know this young man Sam 
lost his life for merely nothing. I mean for no reason 
whatsoever,” said Dykes. 
On 10/24, 13WMAZ provided coverage of the funeral 
as friends and family gathered to remember the life 
of Sam Poss. 
On 10/31, reporter Madison Cavalchire interviewed 
Sam’s father. 

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/6, 11/7, 
11/8, 11/9, 
11/10, 
11/12, 
11/15, 11/16 
 

6am, noon, 
5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

35 minutes total Multiple reports covered developments in the 
shooting of two Peach County deputies, who were 
responding to a report of a dispute among neighbors. 
One officer died the night of the shooting and the 
other officer died later in the week. The suspect was 
shot and taken to a local hospital. 
On 11/6, 13WMAZ provided two special reports in 
prime time as details became available, including a 
live interview with the GBI special agent in charge.  
On 11/7, the suspect was named. The GBI also gave 
reporters a view of the shooting scene. 
11/8, District Attorney David Cooke said the suspect, 
Ralph Stanly Elrod had been served with a warrant 
for Deputy Sondron’s death and would  be served 
with another warrant for Deputy Smallwood's death.  
11/9 Coverage of a vigil for the two officers. 
On 11/10, 13WMAZ provided coverage of the funeral 
of Peach County Deputy Patrick Sondron.  
On 11/12 the station provided coverage of the 
funeral of Peach County Deputy Daryl Smallwood. 
11/15  Ralph Stanley Elrod, the man accused of killing 
two Peach County Sheriff's deputies after a shootout, 
was released from the hospital and was moved to the 
Bibb County jail. Elrod is charged with two counts of 
murder and four counts of aggravated assault. 
11/16  Coverage of Elrod’s first court appearance. 

 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/7, 12/8, 

12/11, 12/15 
6am, 5pm, 
6pm, 11pm 

20 minutes total 12/7 Several reports covered the shooting of two 
officers in Americus. Authorities said they were shot 
while responding to a domestic violence call. Officer 
Nicholas Smarr died at the scene and Officer Jody 
Smith died a day later at a Macon hospital. 
12/8 13WMAZ provided coverage on the officers and 
the search for the suspect, Minquell Limbrick. 
Authorities say the suspect killed himself, as SWAT 
team members surrounded him. Authorities had 
been on a 24-hour search for Minquell Limbrick after 
they say he shot the two officers responding to a 
domestic violence call.  
12/8 Report profiled, 25-year-old Nick Smarr and 26-
year-old Jody Smith were best friends. Nick and Jody 
graduated from Americus-Sumter High School in 
2009. They went on to become police officers. They 
got their first jobs four years before. Smith was most 
recently an officer with the Georgia Southwestern 
State University Police Department. Smarr was sworn 
in as an Americus officer in 2015. They both 
responded to that domestic violence call, Wednesday 
morning. Smith decided to help his friend, as Smarr 
was on his way. Police said the suspect, Minquell 
Lembrick, shot and killed Smarr. 
12/11 Coverage of the funeral of Officer Nicholas 
Smarr 
12/15 Coverage of the funeral of Officer Jody Smith 
 

http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/breaking-second-deputy-dies-after-peach-county-shooting/349984102
http://www.13wmaz.com/news/local/breaking-second-deputy-dies-after-peach-county-shooting/349984102


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/21 6pm and 
11pm 

5 minutes  
The GBI released the body camera footage. WMAZ 
interviewed Macon-Bibb Sheriff David Davis to get 
law enforcement's viewpoint on the newly released 
footage and why it is important for the police and the 
public to see it. After seeing the end of Nick Smarr's 
body camera video, Sheriff David Davis shared his 
first thoughts. 
 "That's nothing but a senseless tragedy,” says Sheriff 
Davis. He says it never gets easy seeing these videos, 
but Sheriff Davis says it makes the public more aware 
of those spilt second decisions officers are forced to 
make. 
  
"But it shows how quickly these things can evolve, 
how quickly, and just in seconds, how drastically 
things can change,” says Sheriff Davis. He says every 
police officers knows that any call could be their last. 
  
"Any law enforcement officer whose been in this 
business sees themselves in this event and think 
about that could've happened to me. That could 
happen to me,” explains Sheriff Davis. 
  
This year, these 7 officers, including Smarr and Smith, 
were killed in the line of duty, but Sheriff Davis says 
there is no right way to handle any particular case. 
There is now way to be completely prepared. "No 
matter how much training you have, no matter how 
much knowledge, no matter how many times you've 
answered these types of calls, sometimes tragedy 
happens. That is why sometimes this job can be 
dangerous,” says Sheriff Davis. 
  
It is a dangerous job that those officers do to keep 
our community safe. Sheriff Davis says in many cases 
body camera videos like this one are not released 
because they are still considered open cases, but 
because Minquell Lembrick killed himself, this case is 
now closed. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/13 6pm and 

11pm 
4 minutes One year ago a 14-year old Macon 

teenager, Ta'shuntis Roberts, was killed in a drive by 
shooting while in her home. Family and friends 
gathered at Southwest High School to remember the 
young woman's life. Roberts was a freshman at 
Southwest High school, and a member of the 
cheerleading team when she was killed. She was shot 
inside her home in Macon. Investigators say she and 
four other people were sitting in a front room of the 
house when someone fired more than 25 shots 
inside.  Eight days after the shooting a Macon man, 
Terrance Hampton, was arrested and charged with 
Roberts' murder and with aggravated assault.  
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/12 and 
12/13 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

10 minutes total Two Byron police officers were shot Monday morning 
while serving a search warrant for drugs in Crawford 
County. GBI Special Agent J.T. Ricketson said a multi-
jurisdiction drug task force knocked on the door of a 
home on Highway 42 near Walton Road three times 
around 2:30 a.m. When no one answered, they went 
inside. Ricketson said one person in the home started 
firing at the officers. The man killed during the raid 
was identified as Rainer Tyler Smith.  
A follow up story on 12/13 included a deeper look 
into the warrant being served.  
Heather Bradshaw, who knew Smith said Smith's 
death has affected and destroyed many lives, 
"because of a poorly sought out warrant that ended 
up with them finding nothing." 
According to the GBI, the warrant was being served 
by a multi jurisdictional drug task force. "I would 
think if you would do a bust or raid in that manner 
knowing there is a child in the home, you would have 
definite intel that there were actual drugs," said 
Bradshaw. 
Peach County Sheriff Terry Deese told WMAZ  
Tuesday afternoon that drugs were found in the 
home. He declined to give further details explaining 
that the GBI's investigation was still ongoing.  
The drug task force operates out of Peach County 
and falls under Deese's jurisdiction. He says warrants 
are served at any time. He said plans of action for 
individual warrants are decided on a case by case 
basis.  
 "One train of thought there is you've got the cover of 
darkness, you've got- we knew there was a small 
child in the house, at 2:30 in the morning where is 
that baby most likely going to be? And that's the back 
bedroom," Deese explained in his office Tuesday.   
Children have been hurt when warrants were being 
served before and the task force wanted to avoid 
that, according to Deese.  
He also said the element of surprise was taken away 
Monday.  "That probably would have worked from 
what I understand, the girlfriend just happened to be 
up that morning and saw them coming through the 
gate so she was able to warn Rainer. Had that not 
happened, we probably wouldn't be having this 
conversation," Deese said. Another obstacle? 
Deese told WMAZ the task force felt they could not 
use flash bangs to disorientate Smith because of his 
infant child. They did not want to use the flash bangs 
when they would not know for sure where the child 
was in the home.  Deese said the warrant plan had 
been ready for about a month. He also said it was 
easy to look back and wonder if a different plan 
would have worked better, but his task force came 
up with the best plan possible using the information 
they had available at the time.  
Smith was known to the Peach County Sheriff's 
Office, but Deese declined giving further details 
saying Smith's record was restricted.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/14 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

5 minutes Members of the Bibb County District Attorneys new 
board of religious leaders says the group will help 
ease tensions in the community. One of the 
members, Pastor Walter Glover, says he will serve as 
a medium between the District Attorney and the 
community. 
The board is made up of 13 religious leaders in 
Macon who will work together. 
“The pastor plays a very important role in the lives of 
so many people,” says Glover. He says he and others 
on the Faith and Community Leaders Advisory Board 
will sit down with the District Attorney to learn more 
about his office's cases. 
“If he or she has been given the proper 
understanding if a particular case I think that it can 
help to ease the tension and frustration,” says 
Glover. He says this gives people in the community a 
chance to go somewhere where they feel 
comfortable like Greater Zion Hill Baptist Church, and 
speak with someone they know like Pastor Glover. 
Then they can learn why the District Attorney made 
the decision that he did. 
Another member, Rabbi Larry Schlesinger says this 
board was created to help in certain situations. 
“If an officer shoots an individual, there have been 
reactions from communities,” says Schlesinger. He 
says they can serve as a way to work with the 
community. 
“Effectively advise him and effectively communicate 
with people in the community and in the street,” says 
Schlesinger. To strengthen the relationship between 
the district attorney’s office and the community. 
“We can help I think to alleviate some of the pain and 
frustration,” says Glover. 
Glover says the group will meet with the district 
attorney several times throughout the year. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/22 11pm 2 minutes A story shared information about how people in Bibb 
County can now learn about any emergency situation 
within minutes, thanks to a new alert system. 
MBCAlerts is the new alert system that Macon-Bibb 
County has created. The Director of Macon-Bibb 
Emergency Management, Spencer Hawkins, says this 
system could save lives. 
It is as simple as picking up a phone call or looking 
down at your phone. “There’s a tornado warning in 
southern Bibb County. If you live in that area, seek 
shelter immediately,” says Hawkins. MBCAlerts is a 
system Hawkins says will let people know about 
anything from severe weather to an active shooter 
situation. “We can tell you exactly what’s going on, 
and what you should be doing,” says Hawkins. If 
there is ever an emergency in Macon-Bibb County, an 
alert will go off on your phone. 
The story provided information about how to sign up 
for the service or download the app provided by the 
service. 
 

 
Local Issue: Government  

13WMAZ Close Up 10/1 Noon 30 minutes State Representative James Beverly, House District 
143, appeared on the program. Beverly discussed 
the Presidential debates and the economic issues in 
the campaign. He talked about upcoming debates. 
He talked about the importance of unifying the 
country and how people are brought together. 
Beverly commented on the Black Lives Matter 
movement, and that he supports it 100%. He talked 
about the assumption of guilt related to black males. 
He said the movement has raised the important 
question of what are we doing and how people 
should be treated the same. He commented on 
black on black crimes and how he believes it differs 
from what is happening regarding law enforcement.  
 
Beverly discussed legislative issues for the next 
General Assembly. He talked about the importance 
to address poverty and talked about the Pleasant 
Hill neighborhood as an example around the new I-
16/1-75 interchange. He was asked about the 
attempt to pass the Religious Affirmation Act by 
some in the the state legislature last year, the status 
of the Bibb legislative delegation, medical marijuana 
and casino gambling. 
 



 

 

CBS News: Vice Presidential 
Debate 

10/4 9pm 2 hours CBS NEWS: CAMPAIGN 2016: VICE PRESIDENTIAL 
DEBATE (09:00 – 11:00p) – live coverage (from 
Longwood University in Farmville, Virginia) of the 
single vice presidential debate between Virginia 
Senator Tim Kaine, the Democratic nominee, and 
Indiana Governor Mike Pence, the Republican 
nominee. Topics of tonight’s debate: “Qualifications 
To Be President”; “Presidential Temperament”; 
“National Debt”; “Trump’s Tax Returns”; “Social 
Security”; “Policing In America”; “Immigration 
Policy”; “Terror Threat”; “The War In Syria”; “U.S. - 
Russia Relations”; “North Korea”; “Personal Faith”; 
and “Unifying America”. The debate moderator: 
Elaine Quijano (CBS News). The debate itself 
concluded at 10:36pm. Included in CBS News 
coverage before the debate was commentary by CBS 
News Correspondents Scott Pelley (co-anchor, New 
York); John Dickerson (co-anchor, Longwood 
University); Nancy Cordes (with the Clinton 
campaign, Longwood University); and Major Garrett 
(with the Trump campaign, Longwood University). 
After the debate, CBS News coverage included 
debate analysis and commentary by Scott Pelley; 
John Dickerson; Nancy Cordes; Major Garrett; and 
Bob Schieffer (CBS News Contributor, Longwood 
University). Post-debate analysis and commentary 
also included selected recorded excerpts of the 
debate. The commentary portion also included: (1) 
CBS News Contributor and Republican Strategist 
Frank Luntz’ report on the focus group of 25 
undecided or uncommitted voters, who watched the 
debate at the Cleveland (Ohio) Convention Center 
and then gave their reactions; and (2) a report from 
Julianna Goldman (Washington, DC bureau), fact-
checking the debate. 
 



 

 

CBS News: Presidential 
Debate 

10/9 9pm 2 hours CBS NEWS: CAMPAIGN 2016: PRESIDENTIAL 
DEBATE (09:00 – 11:04p) – live coverage (from 
Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri) of the 
second of three presidential debates between 
Hillary Clinton, the Democratic nominee, and Donald 
Trump, the Republican nominee. Tonight’s debate is 
in the town hall format, with undecided voters 
posing questions to the candidates.  The debate 
moderators: Martha Raddatz (ABC News); Anderson 
Cooper (CNN).  The debate itself concluded at 
10:37pm. Included in CBS News coverage before the 
debate was commentary by CBS News 
Correspondents Norah O’Donnell (co-anchor, 
Washington University); Gayle King (co-anchor, 
Washington University); John Dickerson (co-anchor, 
Washington University); Major Garrett (with the 
Trump campaign, Washington University); and 
Nancy Cordes (with the Clinton campaign, 
Washington University). After the debate, CBS News 
coverage included debate analysis and commentary 
by Norah O’Donnell; Gayle King; John Dickerson; 
Major Garrett; Nancy Cordes; and Bob Schieffer (CBS 
News Contributor, Washington University). Post-
debate analysis and commentary also included: (1) a 
report on Mr. Trump’s performance at tonight’s 
debate from Mark Halperin and John Heilemann, co-
managing editors, Bloomberg Politics; and (2) Jericka 
Duncan’s report on voter reaction to the 
presidential debate from five voters (three 
Democrats; two Republicans) at a debate watching 
party in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 10/15 Noon 30 minutes Alex Habersham, political activist, educator and 
publisher, appeared on the program. He discussed 
his career and his 20 years as a tax assessor. He 
talked about his publication the Macon Black Pages. 
He also discussed local race relations in the 
community and relations with law enforcement. He 
discussed his service as a trustee of the Cherry 
Blossom Festival. 



 

 

CBS News: Presidential 
Debate 

10/19 9pm 2 hours CBS NEWS: CAMPAIGN 2016: PRESIDENTIAL 
DEBATE (09:00 – 11:00p) – live coverage (from the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas / UNLV) of the third 
and final presidential debate between Hillary 
Clinton, the Democratic nominee, and Donald 
Trump, the Republican nominee. Debate topics 
include: “Supreme Court”; “Immigration”; “U.S.-
Russia Relations”; “Economy”; and “Will You Accept 
the Results of the Election”. The debate moderator: 
Chris Wallace (FOX News). The debate itself 
concluded at 10:37pm. Included in CBS News 
coverage before the debate was commentary by CBS 
News Correspondents Norah O’Donnell (co-anchor, 
UNLV); Gayle King (co-anchor, UNLV); John 
Dickerson (co-anchor, UNLV); Major Garrett (with 
the Trump campaign, UNLV); and Nancy Cordes 
(with the Clinton campaign, UNLV). After the debate, 
CBS News coverage included debate analysis and 
commentary by Norah O’Donnell; Gayle King; John 
Dickerson; Nancy Cordes; Major Garrett; and Bob 
Schieffer (CBS News Contributor, UNLV). Post-
debate coverage also included CBS News 
Contributor and Republican strategist Frank Luntz’ 
report on the focus group of 26 undecided Nevada 
voters, who watched the debate in Las Vegas and 
then gave their reactions. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 10/22 Noon 30 minutes James Faircloth, Perry Mayor, appeared on the 
program. He discussed his current term as mayor. 
He noted it was his first elected office and his career 
in banking and healthcare. He discussed his position 
with Central Georgia Technical College. He talked 
about his goals to make Perry a good place for 
young people; efforts to preserve downtown Perry; 
downtown recreation centers; making churches 
vibrant in community; operating a veterans 
education training program. He also discussed the 
success of the Georgia National Fair and its impact 
on the community. 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/9 5pm and 6pm 3 minutes On 11/9, 13WMAZ did a follow up after Georgia 
voters said no to the Opportunity School District 
Amendment. 
61 percent of Bibb County's voters said no to 
Amendment 1. Bibb Superintendent Curtis Jones 
says he was surprised by the outcome. 
 
“More people got involved because they saw this as 
more of attack on their communities than more 
opportunities for their community,” Jones said. 
He says they're starting to see results from the work 
they started in Bibb County schools a year and a half 
ago. They working on literacy, graduation rates, and 
school attendance. Jones says those things happen 
when they change the schools' culture. 
“That's every experience that we have from the time 
the students get on the bus, to the time they go to 
class, to the time they're able to get home and do 
homework,” Jones said. 
Getting schools off the state's failing list takes time, 
according to Jones. 
 
“Each school is going to be individually accessed in 
that regard. Some are already close to coming off, 
others have more of a challenge,” Jones said. “What 
you’re going to find from us is a tiered approach -- 
how do we provide more support to those schools 
that need it versus those that are above the list? 
“The community has helped us out a lot by saying, 
we're going to let you change the start time, we're 
going to allow an increase to the millage rate, 
because we want to see our schools improve,” Jones 
said. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/31 6pm, 11pm 3 minutes Report examined funding that could go toward 
improvements in East Macon if the Bibb County 
Board of Education and commission approve a new 
tax allocation district.  
One East Macon business owner, John Teipel, says 
something needs to be done to improve the area. “I 
feel like it’s kind of a forgotten area,” says Teipel. He 
says he has worked in East Macon for 35 years. “I've 
seen it go way down,” says Teipel, but he says the 
Ocmulgee Crossings tax allocation district could 
change the area. “It'll encourage people to come 
over here if there are some good things, and it looks 
safe and it's clean,” says Teipel. Laura Mathis says 
they chose East Macon for the district because they 
saw great potential. 
“The 16, 75 interchange and the redesigning of 
those gateways,” says Mathis. She says any property 
taxes from new developments goes into a fund for 
improvements within the district. “Oh, this might be 
some place where a developer sees it, or an investor 
sees it as really attractive and we may want to 
capture that,” says Mathis. 
This plan does not change any property tax rates. It 
only changes where some property taxes may go. 
For example, if you own a home inside of the tax 
allocation district, you will not see a difference in 
what you are paying in your property taxes. The only 
thing that will change is that if you added on to your 
home. The property taxes from that specific addition 
would go towards funding projects inside of the Tax 
Allocation District. 
Funds from the tax district could go towards projects 
such as streetscape improvements, which Leon Hicks 
says could bring him more neighbors. “Extra 
businesses would bring people out to come move 
out to the neighborhood,” says Hicks. 
The tax allocation district still needs approval from 
board of education and the Bibb County 
Commissioners, but Teipel says just knowing the 
county sees potential in East Macon is encouraging. 
“It encourages me to stay here,” says Teipel. 
Mathis says before the county sends the plan to the 
Board of Education for approval, they want to get 
the public's input. Viewers were informed that the 
county will hold a public hearing on the plan 
Tuesday, November 1 at 4:30 p.m. at the Bibb 
County Government Center. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/1 6pm 30 minutes 13WMAZ reporter Randall Savage sat down for an 
extended interview with for U.S. Senator Sam Nunn. 
On the eve of the 1972 general election, a 
concerned Democratic candidate pondered his 
chances of defeating his Republican opponent and 
becoming Georgia's junior U.S. Senator. 
Nunn served 24 years in the Senate before deciding 
to step down when his fourth term ended in 1996. 
Among other things while in the Upper Chamber, 
Nunn served as chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee and the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations. 
He also became a primary expert on nuclear 
weapons and the need to reduce the nuclear 
stockpile around the world. He co-authored the 
Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat reduction which 
lead to the deactivation of 7,600 nuclear warheads. 
Nunn grew up in Perry, but he spent many hours at 
the Nunn family farm a few miles from the 
downtown area. He still owns the farm and spends 
time there checking on crops. He was there recently 
harvesting pecans. 
At 78, Nunn doesn't physically grab the limbs and 
shake pecans off the trees. There are machines with 
arms that grasp the limbs and shake the pecans off. 
Nunn keeps an eye on the crew that's getting the job 
done. He let a couple of news people observe the 
process. 
Since leaving the Senate, Nunn continued working 
on military and security issues. 
"I've also run an organization called the Nuclear 
Threat Initiative, and I still do, dealing with nuclear, 
chemical, biological, now cyber threats, and so, I've 
stayed so involved in these issues that I really 
haven't had much in the way of withdrawal pains," 
he said. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/1 6pm 2 minutes Report on Amendment Three. 
When voters go to the polls, they will also vote on 
amendments. Four amendments are on the ballot in 
Georgia. Reporter Yvonne Thomas spoke to 
attorneys downtown about Amendment Three.  
According to the State of Georgia Ballot website, 
Amendment Three is about the Judicial 
Qualifications Commission, the "watchdog agency" 
for judges in Georgia.   
 Voting "yes" on this amendment would abolish the 
current Judicial Qualifications Commission, and the 
state Senate would appoint a new commission to 
monitor judge’s behavior and ethics.   ”If you vote 
'yes,' you'll be replacing it with a lapdog that 
responsible to politicians instead of safeguarding our 
independent judiciaries,” said one attorney 
interviewed. But supporters of the amendment 
disagree. State Senate Judiciary Chairman Windell 
Willard is a co-sponsor of the amendment and said 
the JQC has had many problems over the years. “The 
entire committee is in a state of chaos,” said Willard. 
“We found a couple of times in the work that they're 
doing, they're not even following their own rules.” 
 
Willard said the new amendment will give the board 
more "checks and balances."   
Both sides said they would continue making their 
arguments until voting ends November 8th. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/2 11pm 3 minutes Reporter Madison Cavalchire provided a look at 
vanity license plates in Georgia. She profiled drivers 
and their creativity in selecting a custom plate.  
The Georgia Department of Revenue says there are 
142,993 active vanity plates in our state. 
The report also examined what is not legal in the 
state. Certain combinations that are against Georgia 
State Law: special prestige license plates will not be 
issued for any letter or number combinations which 
include any reference to sex, sexual acts or body 
parts, or any reference to excrement or to bodily 
fluids,  and, "Contains any combination of letters or 
numbers which indicate an office or position, unless 
applicant holds such office or position.” The list goes 
on and includes any combination of letters or 
numbers that are profane. 
Bibb County Tax Commissioner Wade McCord says a 
seven-character prestige license plate will cost $90, 
and it's $55 every year to renew that tag. 
 



 

 

CBS News and 13WMAZ 
Eyewitness News 

11/8 and 11/9 6pm until 3am 9 hours 13WMAZ brought viewers local results during CBS 
News coverage of the Presidential Election and 
other national races. 13WMAZ aired local updates 
every half hour for four minutes and posted updates 
on local races with on-screen graphics during CBS 
News coverage. Local coverage included updates on 
the four statewide amendments, the U.S. Senate 
race and over 100 city and county races throughout 
Central Georgia. University of Georgia Political 
Science professor Dr. Charles Bullock and Georgia 
College and State University professor Cliff 
Wilkinson provided insight as results were updated. 
Local update time totaled 40 minutes during the 
evening.  
 

60 Minutes 11/13 7pm 30 minutes “The 45th President” – a three-part interview with 
President-elect Donald Trump, conducted Friday, 
November 11th -- his first television interview as 
President-elect. Part I includes a discussion of his 
win on election night, social media use, his first 
meeting with President Obama, opponent Hillary 
Clinton, and various campaign promises. Part II is a 
joint interview between Mr. Trump and his wife 
Melania, who discusses her meeting with First Lady 
Michelle Obama and her intended cause when she 
assumes the role of First Lady: bullying on social 
media. Part III is an interview with the President-
elect’s daughters Ivanka and Tiffany, and sons 
Donald, Jr. and Eric. They discuss their father’s 
temperament, election night, and running the family 
business empire. (C: Lesley Stahl – P: Ruth Streeter, 
Richard Bonin) 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/15 and 

11/23 
6am and 11pm  4 minutes 11/15 

A story explained the change in the new overtime 
rule going into effect December 1. Right now, if a 
worker earns a salary of more than $23,660 a year 
they're exempt from earning overtime. If they earn 
less than that, they can be paid time and a half for 
every hour over 40 in a week. The big change is that 
threshold for an exempt employee is moving to 
$47,476 a year. That means if you earn less than 
that, you will be eligible for overtime pay if you work 
more than 40 hours a week. That change is coming 
December 1, 2016. 
The story profiled one local business owner, a 
financial advisor and a manager making $30,000 and 
examined the impact of the new rule. 
 
11/23 
An update that a judge in Texas had issued a 
nationwide injunction regarding the rule. 
 
 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 11/26 noon 30 minutes David Cooke, District Attorney, Macon Judicial 
Circuit, appeared on the program. He discussed the 
partnership of Macon’s two First Baptist churches, 
featured on the CBS Evening News series, “A More 
Perfect Union,” which took a look at the two 
neighboring churches – working to forge a new 
relationship. He also addressed the recent shootings 
of law enforcement officers in the central Georgia 
area. He discussed legislation he would like to see 
the 2017 General Assembly enact.  

13WMAZ Close Up 12/3 noon 30 minutes Joe Allen, District 6 Commissioner-elect, appeared 
on the program. He discussed returning to the 
Macon-Bibb commission after being out of office for 
three years. He discussed the Forest Hill Road 
project, tackling blight in District 6, and storm water 
drainage problems. He discussed the Kids Yule Love 
project. 
 

CBS News Special Report 12/16 2:39 p.m.  1 hour and 10 
minutes 

Live coverage of President Obama’s news 
conference. Topics included questions about Russian 
Cyberattacks targeting the U.S. election, Syria, the 
“One China” policy, his view on the future of the 
Democratic Party and achievements in his 8 years as 
President. 
 
 

 
 Local Issue: Health   
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/5, 10/12, 
10/19, 10/26, 
11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 
11/23, 11/30, 
12/7, 
12/14,12/21,12/28 
 

, 11pm 2 minutes each 
week  

Every Wednesday on 13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News at 11 p.m., 13WMAZ’s  
“Amped Up” segment showcases central 
Georgians working to live healthier lifestyles 
and tips to making healthy diet and exercise 
choices. On October 26, 13WMAZ 
introduced viewers to dance instructors 
helping to teach young children and adults 
about fitness. The report spoke to two 
different instructors about their programs 
and how they are helping in the fight 
against childhood obesity. 
 
On 11/9 the segment featured healthy 
breakfast options 
 
On 11/23 the segment looked at how 
Crossfit works as a great exercise routine for 
some central Georgians and why others 
should use caution with the rigorous 
exercise routine 
 
On 12/7 the segment offered guidance on 
proper use of treadmills 
 
On 12/22 the segment provided tips for 
workout routines during the holidays. 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/28 6pm 2 minutes Reporter Claire Davis highlighted a member 
of Mary Persons High School’s homecoming 
court who was diagnosed with autism in 
elementary school. The story profiled her 
getting ready for the big night, showcased 
her achievements and her goals after high 
school. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/9 6pm 3 minutes Reporter Suzanne Lawler explained how 
chainsaw carvers from 28 states were 
coming to central Georgia as part of a Cystic 
fibrosis benefit. It's called the 
Chaptacular Chainsaw Carving Bash. 
The report profiled Chap Nelson, whose 
name is even blended with his hobby and 
his passion that's evolved over the last 
decade or so. “You wear chaps when you 
carve," he said while wielding a chainsaw.  "I 
carve every day, sometimes five minutes, 
sometimes five hours, but it's like playing a 
musical instrument  -- you've got to stay in 
practice.” 
 
Chap had to rehab himself at one point in 
his life before his carvings ever came into 
play. 
“Chiari malformation. It was an abnormality 
that I was born with, so the hole in the 
bottom of my skull was too big and the 
bottom part of your brain was dropping 
through and jamming through that 
hole,”  he explained. 
 
He powered through the surgery in his 
thirties only to battle an infection that 
sidelined him for more than a month. “I was 
in the ICU hospital for six weeks," he 
recalled.  His brother, Stelling, stayed by his 
side.  
The two brothers have worked tirelessly to 
make Chaptacular an event that benefits 
folks with health problems. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/9 6pm 2 minutes Report that American voters widely backed 
loosening marijuana laws across the country 
on Election Day. California, Massachusetts, 
Maine and Nevada voters approved 
recreational legalization. Arizona voters 
rejected recreational legalization. 
On the medical side, Florida, Arkansas, and 
North Dakota all voted in favor of medical 
cannabis, and Montana appeared likely to 
also approve it. 
If those results hold, 29 states will now 
permit cannabis use for certain medical 
conditions, including cancer and HIV, and 
eight will permit recreational use, as does 
the District of Columbia. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/11 6pm 2 minutes Navicent Health announced the location of 
their new Children’s Hospital. It will be 
located at the corner of Pine and Spring 
streets in downtown Macon. The board said 
they decided to build the new structure at 
this location so they can still use a portion of 
the existing children's hospital. Once 
construction is complete the new facility will 
house all of Navicent's pediatric services, in 
a total of 183,000 square feet.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/15 5pm 2 minutes Reporter Jobie Peeples looked at yoga for 
toddlers. "Before seeing kids yoga, I never, 
never would've thought that a child as 
young as three could be doing yoga," said 
yoga studio owner Rachel Gerrity. "We're 
seeing it grow in popularity and with 
younger and younger kids." 
But, it's a lot different than the calming vibe 
you get in a regular yoga class. 
"Kids classes -- they dance, they do crafts, 
they move around, they change activities, 
they play music, so it's a different 
experience," said Gerrity. Andi Birone's 
daughter, four-year-old Pippa, is one of the 
most interactive students in her class. "We 
felt like yoga would be great for her because 
she's so high energy," said Birone. "So it 
allows her to slow down and take a deep 
breath." 
Learning how to take those deep breaths 
are what child psychiatrist Dr. Samuel 
Samuel says helps his patients. "If a child 
has anxiety, we teach them how to breathe, 
how to relax, and how to start monitoring 
themselves in the process of treatment," 
Psychiatrist Dr. Samuel Samuel. 
He says those practices are the same you'll 
find in yoga for children. "This type of 
breathing is expected to increase the 
amount of oxygen delivered to the 
bloodstream," Samuel said. "It's actually 
also expected to sharpen awareness and 
relax the mind and body." Samuel says 
learning relaxation techniques, balance, 
coordination and developing functional 
motor skills at an early age is crucial, 
something he says kids gain through yoga. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/16 
 

5pm, 6pm 2 minutes  A report alerted viewers to a call from the 
American Red Cross for blood donations. A 
decline in donations happens between 
Thanksgiving to New Year’s Day, however, 
the need for lifesaving transfusions is still 
high. Every two seconds, someone in the 
U.S. needs blood. The report provided 
phone numbers and locations to donate. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/4 11pm 3 minutes Concerns about synthetic marijuana 
prompted Monroe County Emergency 
Management Agency to warn people on 
their Facebook page. Director Matthew 
Perry said they had seen about five cases 
involving synthetic marijuana in their 
emergency room in the past week. 
 
According to the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation, this is a four-year study of 
cases involving synthetic marijuana. Kyle 
James, a certified addiction counselor, says 
this drug can cause accelerated heart rate, 
anger, hallucination, and says the people 
using it are most often between 20 and 
24.  “Really, it comes from so many different 
sources. Really, the main source is Internet. 
Everyone thinks that they're getting it from 
a drug dealer on the street, and they very 
well could, but that drug dealer is not 
normally…it's not coming from local,” said 
James. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/14 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

5 minutes A report looked at heroin-related overdoses 
in central Georgia. More than 10,000 
Americans died from heroin-related 
overdoses in 2014. According to the Center 
for Disease Control, that's more than triple 
the amount in 2010. In Georgia, in 2016, 86 
people. In Central Georgia, the GBI says in 
2014, 8 people died from heroin related 
deaths. In 2015, 6. Reporter Claire Davis 
spoke with one man who lost his son from 
heroin and why some say the drug is 
creeping its way into Central Georgia. 
 
Kyle James is a National Certified Addiction 
Counselor for Coliseum Behavioral 
Health.  “I don't think a lot of people, 
especially in the Macon area, realize how 
much heroin is here in Macon,” said James. 
James says she sees 13 patients a day, 5 
addicted to heroin. “The younger kids, 17, 
18, 19 years old, they're not coming in on 
cocaine and marijuana. They're coming in 
on OxyContin, they're coming in on heroin, 
they're eating fentanyl patches,” said James. 
 
Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid; Kyle says it's 
prescribed to long-term cancer patients to 
help with pain. “What we're seeing now are 
extreme overdoses. We're seeing with the 
heroin that it's mixed with fentanyl, which is 
50 to 100 times harder than morphine,” said 
James. 
 
She says drug dealers are disguising fentanyl 
as heroin. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/14 5pm 2 minutes The story examined the impact of 
Crossfit on younger children. The report 
interviewed one 17-year-old using the 
Crossfit workout. Dr. Elliot Robinson, a hand 
surgeon at OrthoGeorgia in Macon, offered 
this precaution. "Starting Crossfit isn't just 
like getting a gym membership and going to 
the gym and spending 45 minutes on the 
elliptical," Robinson said. "It's a little more 
like starting a sport." And with sports comes 
the risk for injury. Robinson says Crossfit 
injuries are on the rise, but he's not 
concerned. "If a lot of kids play baseball, 
you'll see a lot of baseball related injuries. If 
a lot of kids play football, you'll see a lot of 
football related injuries," Robinson said. "So 
just through sheer numbers, you're seeing 
an increase in crossfit related injuries just 
based on the popularity." 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/18 6pm 3 minutes A follow up report on Amendment 4 aired. 
Amendment 4 passed in Georgia, and 
according to the bill, the current 5% state 
sales tax from firework purchases will go 
toward giving fire personnel and trauma 
centers more resources.13WMAZ 
interviewed a trauma doctor and a 
fireworks store owner about the bill. 
Medical Center Navicent Health's Trauma 
Director Dr. Dennis Ashley knows what it's 
like to work in an emergency situation. “We 
can handle two major traumas at once here, 
life-threatening injuries,” said Ashley. He 
says they see about 2,800 trauma patients a 
year. “The only funding that trauma centers 
receive now from the state is through the 
super-speeder law which generates about 
$21 million a year,” said Ashley. Ashley says 
that money is spread among 30 trauma 
centers in Georgia. That's why he says the 
passing of Amendment 4 is so important. “If 
you look at all the things you need, all the 
personnel you have to have it's about $6 
million a year for a level 1 trauma center. 
That's before you see the first patient. We 
receive about $1 million a year to support 
trauma center funding. You can see it 
doesn't go a long way,” said Ashley. The 
amendment says 55% of the existent 5% 
excise tax will be funneled to trauma care. 
40% to Georgia firefighter standards and 5% 
local public safety. Something Chesney 
Butler says he's behind. “It'll put money 
back into training people, some of the first 
responders who do a great job,” said Butler. 
He’s the Field Operations Manager at 
Freedom Fireworks in Warner Robins. 
Posted signs let customers know how much 
excise tax is tacked on to their bill. “So 
people can follow where the money is 
going. To actually see the impact of the 
money they're buying their fireworks to 
actually have something they can trace back 
to,” said Butler. 
Amendment 4 will start January 1st, 2017. 
 

Public Service Announcement October, 
November, 
December 

Various 157 :60 spots 
 

American Diabetes Association: One Step at a 
Time, encouraging healthy eating and exercise 

Public Service Announcement October, 
November, 
December 

Various 18 :30 spots PSA encourages consumers to get the facts about 
Hepatitis C 



 

 

 
Public Service Announcement 

October, 
November, 
December 

Various 94 :60 spots Stroke prevention and warning signs 

Public Service Announcement October, 
November, 
December 

Various 74 :60 spots Parkinson’s Disease awareness 

Public Service Announcement October, 
November, 
December 

Various 123 :30 spots Make A Wish  
 

Public Service Announcement October, 
November, 
December 

Various 48 :30 spots Food Safety – preparation reminders for health safety 

 

Public Service Announcement October, 
November, 
December 

Various 126 :60 spots Information on autism 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 Local Issue: Military  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/10 and 
11/11 

 11pm 8 minutes  In “Charlie Foxtrot,” a team of investigators uncovers 
the reasons behind the national spike in service 
member suicides.  This docu-series focuses on a 
Military policy that kicks service members out when 
they attempt to take their own life, leaving them 
without the help they were promised when they 
signed up to serve. “Charlie Foxtrot” exposes the 
trauma of war, taking viewers through a visceral 
experience as soldiers once driven to the brink of 
suicide open up emotionally and share videos and 
photos from the war zone 

http://missioncharliefoxtrot.com/


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/11 6pm and 
11pm 

5 minutes Two stories examined the issue of PTSD and 
assistance for veterans in central Georgia. Roughly 
11-20% of veterans that served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan have suffered from PTSD. That number is 
12% for veterans of the Gulf War. Vietnam Veterans 
suffer at a rate of 15% and 30% of Vietnam veterans 
have suffered from it at some point in their lifetime. 
All of those statistics come from the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs website. 
Heidi Moore works at the Georgia Veterans 
Education Career Transition Resource Center (VECTR) 
in Warner Robins. The VECTR Center helps veterans 
transition to normal civilian life and that includes 
dealing with posttraumatic stress disorder. 
Something, she says, the military isn't the best at 
dealing with. “I mean a lot of times they're told just 
to get over it, you're fine, you know don't worry 
about it just deal with it. They're just not taught how 
to deal with it,” Moore said. That's why she spends 
her time helping veterans find the resources they 
need. For Moore, it's also a personal issue that she 
has had to deal with in her family. She is military 
spouse and her brother served as well. 
“When I put my husband on a plane to go to Iraq, 
that man that came back was not the husband I put 
on there. We had to go through things and the same 
thing happened with my brother,” she explained in 
her office. 
Veterans are welcome to come to the VECTR Center 
and ask for Moore, she is the resiliency officer. The 
Center does not currently offer appointments. After 
a consultation she connects them with the right 
resources. 
One of those resources? The Vet Center in Macon. 
Deborah Ross is the team leader at the Vet Center 
and a veteran herself. She’s also head counselor. 
Ross explained that with the military's culture of 
sacrifice it's sometimes hard to get veterans and 
active service members to admit there is a problem. 
“There's not really any internal mechanism from the 
military to say 'sustain yourself, get help, take care of 
yourself, you matter' that message was not there. 
The message was, 'do whatever you can to 
accomplish the mission and if you die that's 
understandable,” Ross said simply. 
The advantage of the Vet Center is the records are 
kept separately from the VA. “For service members 
that's a plus because there's a stigma even in the 
military of seeking care, and so we don't—we aren't 
in the chain of command to have to report to the 
commander or the first sergeant that someone's 
coming here for care,” Ross explained. 
The Vet Center currently has about 110 active clients 
and sees roughly 3,500 a year. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/11 6pm and 
11pm 

3 minutes The city of Warner Robins honored veterans at City 
Hall on Veterans Day. “It makes me feel proud to see 
everybody come out, it's just one of those things 
where the city's gracious enough to say thank you to 
honor the veterans and to honor all those in the 
military because we've got a lot of military folks here. 
It just makes me proud to be a part of the city itself 
and the Warner Robins area,” said James M. Harkins. 
The mayor also felt that same pride.“To be able to 
participate in a Veterans Day event, on a holiday, 
where people come out and say thank you to our 
veterans, that makes me proud,” Mayor Randy Toms 
said to the crowd. They laid a wreath at the veterans 
memorial in front of city hall. It was a stark reminder 
of the sacrifice of others. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/7 6pm 2 minutes The 21st Century Partnership told the Warner Robins 
City Council not to expect base closing proceedings 
to start in Washington until at least 2019.  At the 
city's council meeting on Monday night, Partnership 
leaders speculated that there would not be a 
potential BRAC until early 2019. They say this year's 
presidential election, the first year of a new 
administration in 2017, and midterm elections in 
2018 would keep BRAC proceedings 
halted.  However, they did say that Air Force and 
Department of Defense budget cuts and cuts from 
sequestration could impact Robins before then.  
As such, they maintained that their number one goal 
is to enhance the military value of Robins Air Force 
Base. One of their top goals is to increase the 
number of missions assigned to the Base. The 
Partnership says RAFB is ready for more, it just needs 
approval.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/14  6pm 2 minutes A recent study by Indeed Economist shows that 
women who have served in the military are more 
likely to work in high-growth occupations than their 
civilian counterparts. Reporter Madison Cavalchire 
profiled Mrs. Shon Barnwell, who retired from Robins 
Air Force Base in 2014. 
Service she says prepared her for a post-military 
career by giving her confidence. "So when you're at 
that rank, you are one percent of the entire listed 
force of the service, so often the only female in the 
room, typically the only African-American, and 
definitely the only African-American female in the 
room," said Barnwell. Right after she retired from the 
Air Force in 2014, Barnwell started a business of her 
own -- an event planning business, Events of 
Excellence LLC. 
"Being that diplomat if you will, that ambassador for 
your brand and your organization," Barnwell said. 
"That's easy." Barnwell says the transition from 
service to business was smooth, but adjusting to life 
as an entrepreneur wasn't all easy. 
"Typically you're the only person who's mapping 
something out, and you want to bounce something 
off of someone, but it's typically you, so you're 
hoping you're getting everything right," Barnwell 
said. 
Once she got the hang of working solo she was able 
to map out her own successful career. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/7 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

5 minutes 13WMAZ shared memories of veterans who survived 
Pearl Harbor on the 75th anniversary of Pearl Harbor. 
Interviews included a Georgia veteran and attendees 
of a ceremony at Dublin’s VA Hospital. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/14 6pm 3 minutes  Interview with Rob Brooks, Chairman of the 21st 
Century Partnership. The organization started 2016 
without an executive director and Brooks discussed 
how that affected the organization. He also discussed 
how leadership turnover also presented problems at 
meetings and events throughout the community. “I 
don't think we could do as much, but I think a little 
bit of that is perception in that, because we would 
have partnership folks at various meetings but there 
wasn't that singular face,” he said. 
Since 2012, Warner Robins has contributed more 
than $180,000 to the Partnership. 
The budget for the Partnership was just more than 
$600,000 in 2015. About a quarter of that comes 
from city and county governments, according to 
Brooks. The money goes into advocacy work for 
Robins Air Force Base and the operational costs of 
the Partnership. It also goes into projects the 
Partnership starts to help improve the quality of life 
off the base, Brooks explained. 
But the 2016 leadership void was something Warner 
Robins Mayor Randy Toms noticed as well. “Never 
could find their exact footing, and I think there was a 
sense of complacency. Not just in the partnership, 
but in the community that we just can't afford,” 
Toms said. 
But, Mayor Toms did tell WMAZ he has faith in 
Executive Director Dan Penny and his newly hired 
deputy, Hillary Strickland, going forward and has 
been impressed with Penny’s work so far with the 
Partnership. 
The Partnership says their biggest goals moving 
forward will be to bring more air force missions to 
Robins and to continue the focus on STEM education 
in local schools. They also plan to help improve the 
quality of life for base personnel when out in the 
community. And they say, as always, they’ll continue 
stressing the military value of Robins Air Force Base 
to leaders in Georgia and in Washington. 
They also say they're ready for a better 2017 with 
steady leadership in place. 
 Public Service 

Announcement 
October, 
Nov., 
Dec. 

Various 63  :30 
spots  

Information on veterans services 



 

 

  Local Issue: Economy  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/17 6pm and 
11pm  

4 minutes Boeing announced the closing of its plant in 
Macon. The closing will impact more than a 
hundred employees. Company leaders say come 
mid-December, the plant will be closing after 
about 35 years. "It's unfortunate and 
regrettable,” says Macon Mayor Robert Reichert. 
He says they were celebrating just over a year 
ago when the company announced they would 
create 200 new jobs in Macon. "We were all 
excited about producing fuselage panels for the 
747s, thinking that that would not be subject to 
the variation of military cutbacks,” says Mayor 
Reichert. The company says they suspended 
plans to increase production from .05 airplanes a 
month to just one. Now there is a reduced 
demand for large cargo freighters. "What 
happens on the national level sometimes filters 
all the way down to us here on the local level,” 
says Mayor Reichert. 

 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/6 -10/16 5pm and 

6pm 
20 minutes 
total  

13WMAZ gave viewers a look at different 
features at the Georgia National Fair. Coverage 
included a live on-site broadcast with multiple 
interviews on 10/10. Live reports were featured 
throughout the 11-day event. The Fair is one of 
the largest events in the area. According to 
organizers, it’s well-known for its comprehensive 
youth and home and fine arts competitions and 
exhibits. The Georgia National Schoolhouse 
attracts pre-K through high school students from 
throughout the state to tour the educational and 
livestock displays. 
On 10/18, 13WMAZ reported that more than 
535,000 people attended this year's fair. That's a 
new record, and seven percent more than a year 
ago. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/21 6pm 3 minutes Reporter Suzanne Lawler showed viewers how 
one farmer is growing sweet potatoes in an area 
known for the Vidalia onion. Pounds and pounds 
of sweet potatoes roll down the lines at Bland 
Farms. Bland Farms is a big operation for onions 
in the spring. Now they're stretching it 
throughout the year to include sweep potatoes. 
Farmers say sweet potatoes have gained a lot 
popularity with their health benefits. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/27 and 
10/28 

6am and 
11pm 

5 minutes Two reports looked at the role slaves played in 
the construction of some of central Georgia’s 
most recognizable buildings. It can be proven 
through extensive research that slaves had a 
helping hand in the spectacular antebellum 
homes and national landmarks throughout 
Central Georgia. Professor Matt Harper at Mercer 
University, and expert on African American 
studies says “slaves were involved in labor in 
practically every enterprise throughout the 
south”. Harper believes that the lengths that 
slaves went "to perfect their skills to study to 
become beautiful craftsman... to fight for ways to 
elevate themselves even with a degrading 
system, it's heroic".  Buildings noted in the 
reports included the Hay House, Macon City Hall, 
and the Old Governor’s Mansion in Milledgeville. 
Davis says slave labor can sometimes be looked 
over, but he says it’s important to remember that 
“we can’t sweep them under the rug. Slavery 
existed here”. He says slave labor is hard to track 
due to lack of names and numbers in 
documentation. Nathan Corbitt says that slaves 
had a hand in “constructing cornices and plaster 
work and wood carving”.  Corbitt is a Mercer Law 
Student who has done extensive research on 
slaves over the past three years. He says they 
were “incredibly talented individuals. They were 
much more than builders... they were artisans.” 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/17 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes 13WMAZ shared the news that a Macon 
restaurant had decided to close after three and 
half years in business. The owners said their lease 
was up and they decided not to renew. They said 
they will continue to cater to events and private 
parties. The restaurant opened in the former 
Payne City location that housed another popular 
eatery - The Shamrock - which was open for 17 
years. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/20 6pm 2 minutes Part of the historic Pleasant hill Neighborhood is 
being cleared to make way for the Interstate 75 
and 16 expansion project. The area along Middle 
Street is being cleared as a part of a massive 
project that is widening interstate 75 between 
Hardeman and Pierce Avenue. 
The project will cost more than $380 million, and 
it also includes widening parts of I-16. In order to 
do that, the Georgia Department of 
Transportation is having to get rid of 24 homes in 
the area. State Representative, James Beverly, 
says along with demolishing 17 homes there are 
seven homes that will be transported across the 
interstate in the Pleasant Hill Neighborhood. 
The CEO of the company moving the homes, 
Heather Coston, says they started getting the 
homes ready to move last Wednesday. Coston 
says one of the homes that will be included in the 
move in Little Richard Penniman's home. She 
says it will go in the new Jefferson Long Park. 
“First thing we do is lift up the house in order to 
put our h beams underneath to properly support 
it, and of course these being historical homes we 
have to make sure there’s no water damage and 
we have to tarp where we cut them see each 
house that we move has to be moved in at least 
two pieces in order to accommodate GDOP 
requirements of going down the street,” says 
Coston. 
Coston says it takes one to two days to get the 
homes ready to move, but she says it takes about 
a week to get the moving permits for each home. 
She says all seven of the homes should be moved 
in three to four weeks. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/21 11pm 2 minutes The Industrial Authority will soon be in charge of 
recruiting industries to come to Macon- Bibb 
County. Right now, the Macon Economic 
Development Commission handles that. Mayor 
Robert Reichert says this will help the industrial 
authority focus on bringing more economic 
development to the area. Reichert says as more 
jobs come, it will entice more young people to 
start their careers in Macon. Chairman of the 
Macon Chamber of Commerce Board, George 
Greer, says this change will expand on the 
progress Macon has already made. “The 
millennials look at a sense of place and one of 
things Newtown and the others have been 
working on is developing a sense of place here. 
That reflects our musical heritage, the assets that 
we have our history and our core downtown. A 
lot of downtowns don’t have our architecture our 
infrastructure that we have, and it’s really a key 
asset to us,” says Greer. Greer says some of the 
target industries are aviation and food 
processing. The change is set for January 1st. 
 



 

 

 
 

CBS FACE THE NATION   Sundays 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. - noon 
FACE THE NATION 
 
 
10/09/16 Guests: former Mayor Rudy Giuliani, New York, NY (1); Robby Mook, Clinton Campaign Manager (2); 

Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (3); Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House 
Correspondent (4); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent (4); Bob Schieffer, CBS News 
Contributor (4); Norah O’Donnell, co-anchor, CBS THIS MORNING (4); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street 
Journal, CBS News Contributor (5); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (5); John 
Heilemann, Bloomberg Politics (5); Susan Page, USA Today (5) 

 1) Topics include: video of Donald Trump’s disparaging comments about sexually assaulting women, 
which surfaced Friday in The Washington Post / Mr. Trump’s apology / what the video says about Mr. 
Trump’s character / criticism of Hillary Clinton 

 2) Topics include: response to voters and the Trump campaign, who have compared the leaked video to 
former President Bill Clinton’s past indiscretions; recent leaks concerning Mrs. Clinton’s speeches to 
Wall Street banks, where she discussed the need for a public and private position / her changing views 
on the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) / clarification of a quote from one of Mrs. Clinton’s leaked 
speeches concerning open borders, something that Mr. Trump has criticized her on 

 3) CBS News Battleground Tracker: analysis of poll results from Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin / 
voter reaction to the Donald Trump video / wish of some Republicans to put Governor Mike Pence at 
the top of the ticket 

 4) Topics include: reaction to the Donald Trump video from those inside the Trump campaign, the 
Clinton campaign, among Republican members of Congress, and the Republican National Committee 
(RNC) / potential impact on the upcoming congressional and presidential election / ways to handle the 
scandal at tonight’s presidential debate / possible debate strategy for Mrs. Clinton / possibility of Mr. 
Trump bringing up former President Clinton’s past indiscretions 

 5) Topics include: Republican reaction to the Donald Trump video / Governor Pence’s reaction to the 
video / potential impact of Mr. Trump’s debate performance tonight / reports that he is resisting debate 
preparation; recent leaks concerning Mrs. Clinton’s speeches to Wall Street banks 

 
 
10/16/16 Guests: Governor Mike Pence (R-IN), Republican vice presidential nominee (1); Senator Tim Kaine (D-

VA), Democratic vice presidential nominee (2); Russell Moore, Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission 
(3); Tammy Bruce, radio talk show host, Fox News contributor (3); Matt Schlapp, American Conservative 
Union (3); Alfonso Aguilar, Latino Partnership for Conservative Principles (3); Jon Meacham, executive 
editor, Random House, author, “Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of George Herbert Walker 
Bush” (4); Bob Woodward, The Washington Post, author, “The last of the President’s Men” (4); Maureen 
Dowd, The New York Times, author, “The Year of Voting Dangerously: The Derangement of American 
Politics” (4); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (4); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (5) 

 1) Topics include: Governor Pence’s reaction to the sexual assault allegations made by nine women since 
the leaked video of Donald Trump’s disparaging comments about sexually assaulting women / criticism 
of former President Bill Clinton for his past indiscretions / Mr. Trump’s response to the allegations; 
Governor Pence’s criticism of the Democratic Party and the “mainstream national media” for working 
together to prevent change in America; criticism of Hillary Clinton for what is contained in the emails 
released by WikiLeaks; Governor Pence’s assertion that the results of the election will be respected, 
despite Mr. Trump’s claim that the election is rigged / support for “poll watching”, but not voter 
intimidation 

 2) Topics include: Russia’s possible role in the Clinton campaign’s emails released by WikiLeaks / last 
July’s challenge from Mr. Trump to the Russian government to hack Mrs. Clinton’s emails and release 
whatever is found / belief that the released emails are an effort by WikiLeaks and Russia to destabilize 



 

 

the election / questions of accuracy concerning the emails / Mr. Trump’s defense of Russia, even though 
Russia has been connected to the stolen and subsequently leaked emails ; Mr. Trump’s refusal to release 
his tax returns; response to those who compare the leaked video and recent sexual assault allegations 
against Mr. Trump to former President Bill Clinton’s past indiscretions; why Senator Kaine and Mrs. 
Clinton still correspond via email 

 3) Topics include: state of the conservative movement inside the Republican Party / reaction to the 
leaked video of Mr. Trump’s disparaging comments about sexually assaulting women and the 
subsequent accusations of sexual assault made by nine women / Mr. Trump’s reaction to the sexual 
assault allegations / conservative voters who are wrestling with their conscience about voting in the 
upcoming presidential election / criticism of the Clintons 

 4) Topics include: current state of the presidential election; Obama administration’s reaction to the 
probable connection between the Russian government and the Clinton campaign emails released by 
WikiLeaks / what the emails reveal about the Clinton campaign and the candidate, herself 

 5) CBS News Battleground Tracker: analysis of poll results from Nevada and Utah / impact of the Trump 
tapes on Republican voters, especially women 

 
 
10/23/16 Guests: Reince Priebus, Chairman, Republican National Committee (RNC) (1); Anthony Salvanto, CBS 

News Elections Director (2); Frank Luntz, Republican Strategist, CBS Contributor (3); David Axelrod, 
Democratic Strategist, CNN Senior Political Commentator (4); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, 
CBS News Contributor (5); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (5); Jeffrey 
Goldberg, The Atlantic (5); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (5); Holly Williams, CBS News Foreign 
Correspondent (6) 

 1) Topics include: Mr. Priebus’ belief that Donald Trump is going to win the presidential election / 
criticism of Hillary Clinton / the RNC’s support of Mr. Trump / opinion that the election is not in danger 
of being stolen / voter fraud / Republicans who do not support Mr. Trump / praise for Speaker of the 
House Paul Ryan / 2012 analysis of the Republican party / argument that Mr. Trump is running an 
inclusive campaign and is making efforts with minorities 

 2) CBS News Battleground Tracker: analysis of poll results from Florida and Nevada / loyalty of the 
Republican base in Florida to Mr. Trump / idea of the election being stolen / early voting in Florida 

 3) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s claims of voter fraud and a rigged election / interparty battles amongst 
Republicans / lack of discipline and focus within the Trump campaign / belief that the election is not 
over 

 4) Topics include: current state of the presidential election / Mrs. Clinton’s strong position in the 
election / early voting’s possible impact on the way a campaign handles the remaining days before an 
election / challenges facing both the Clinton and Trump campaigns / poll results indicating voters’ 
concerns over Mr. Trump’s temperament and competence 

 5) Topics include: debate performance of Mr. Trump and Mrs. Clinton / examples of when Mrs. Clinton 
pivoted from questions asked in the most recent debate / Mr. Trump’s decision to “embrace Russia” / 
current state of the Clinton and Trump campaigns, as well as the upcoming election / scandals affecting 
the Trump campaign / Mr. Trump’s lack of discipline / voters who do not take his rhetoric seriously / Mr. 
Trump’s claims of voter fraud and a rigged election 

 6) a report from the frontlines of the fight against ISIS (ISIL, Daesh), as Iraqi forces attempt to retake the 
city of Mosul 

 
 
10/30/16 Guests: Jeff Pegues, CBS News Justice Correspondent (1); Governor Mike Pence (R-IN), Republican vice 

presidential nominee (2); Vice President Joe Biden (D), Vice President of the United States (3) (7); 
Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (4); Joel Benenson, Clinton Strategist (5); Susan Page, 
USA Today (6); Ben Domenech, publisher, The Federalist (6); Amy Walter, The Cook Political Report (6); 
Patrick Healy, The New York Times (6) 

 1) an update on the FBI investigation into Hillary Clinton’s email server 



 

 

 2) Topics include: Governor Pence and Mr. Trump’s dissatisfaction with FBI Director James Comey’s 
original decision that found no evidence of an exchange of classified information related to Hillary 
Clinton’s email server investigation / Director Comey’s Friday announcement that he was reviewing new 
evidence tied to Mrs. Clinton’s emails / Mr. Trump’s pledge to have the Justice Department investigate 
Mrs. Clinton should he become president / Mrs. Clinton’s criticism of the FBI versus that of Mr. Trump’s; 
stolen election and voter fraud; call for Republicans “to come home and elect the Trump-Pence team”  

 3) Topics include: Vice President Biden’s opinion that the Clinton Foundation should not be shut down if 
Mrs. Clinton becomes president / values of trust and honesty, in relation to Mrs. Clinton’s emails and 
her style as a politician; response to Mr. Trump’s skepticism that the Russians are responsible for 
hacking into the Democratic National Committee (DNC); Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) 

 4) CBS News Battleground Tracker: poll results related to the most recent news regarding Mrs. Clinton’s 
emails / analysis of poll results from Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Colorado, and Arizona 

 5) Topics include: Director Comey’s Friday announcement that he was reviewing new evidence tied to 
Mrs. Clinton’s emails / criticism from Democrats and Republicans that Director Comey’s decision is 
contrary to policy at the Department of Justice / Clinton campaign’s response to the latest 
developments regarding her emails 

 6) Topics include: the FBI’s decision to investigate the newly discovered emails found on a computer 
seized from former Congressman Anthony Weiner, the estranged husband of Hillary Clinton aide Huma 
Abedin / potential political fallout to Director Comey’s disclosure / response form the Clinton campaign 
/ response from the Trump campaign / question of trust for Mrs. Clinton and that of temperament for 
Mr. Trump; latest poll results indicating that the race was tightening between the two; Mr. Trump’s 
upcoming campaign trips to Michigan, New Mexico, and Wisconsin 

 7) Topics include: Vice President Biden’s relationship with President Obama / his plans after leaving 
office / Vice President Biden’s decision not to run for president / reflections on his political career 

 
11/06/16 Guests: Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (1); Nancy Cordes, CBS News 

Congressional Correspondent (1); Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA), Democratic vice presidential nominee (2); 
Reince Priebus, Chairman, Republican National Committee (RNC) (3); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News 
Elections Director (4); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (5); Fran Townsend, CBS News Senior 
National Security Analysist, former Homeland Security Advisor to George W. Bush (5); Mark Leibovich, 
The New York Times Magazine, CBS News Contributor (6); Amy Walter, The Cook Political Report (6); 
John Heilemann, Bloomberg Politics (6); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (6) 

 1) an update from the campaigns of Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton 
 2) Topics include: current state of the Clinton campaign / reasons why Senator Kaine considers Mrs. 

Clinton the underdog / upcoming campaign stops leading up to Election Day / inroads made by the 
Trump campaign / potential impact on the campaign of FBI Director James Comey’s recent letter 
regarding Mrs. Clinton’s emails / questions surrounding donations made to the Clinton Foundation while 
she was Secretary of State  

 3) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s decision to campaign in traditionally Democratic states leading up to 
Election Day / impact of Mr. Trump on Republicans securing the Latino vote / outreach by the 
Republican National Committee to black and Hispanic voters / relationship between Mr. Priebus and Mr. 
Trump 

 4) CBS News Battleground Tracker: analysis of poll results from Ohio and Florida 
 5) Topics include: threat of possible al Qaeda terrorist attacks in New York, Virginia, and Texas, the day 

before Election Day; U.S. operations in response to the worry of some type of disruption on Election Day 
from Russia / current climate within the FBI 

 6) Topics include: current state of the Clinton and Trump campaigns / the African-American vote / 
Election Day predictions 

 
11/13/16 Guests: Newt Gingrich, former Speaker of the House of Representatives. Trump Transition Vice Chair (1); 

Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) (2); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (3); Jeffrey 
Goldberg, The Atlantic (3); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (3); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street 



 

 

Journal, CBS News Contributor (3); Erica Brown, CBS News Digital Journalist (4); Alan He, CBS News 
Digital Journalist (4); Hannah Fraser-Chanpong, CBS News Digital Journalist (4); Sopan Deb, CBS News 
Digital Journalist (4); Jacqueline Alemany, CBS News Digital Journalist (4); Sean Gallitz, CBS News Digital 
Journalist (4); Kylie Atwood, CBS News Digital Journalist (4) 

 1) Topics include: Donald Trump’s victory in the presidential election / need for President-elect Trump to 
“have a very, very aggressive first year” / advice for Mr. Trump in working with Democrats / possible 
negotiations regarding deporting illegal immigrants and the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) / post-
election divisiveness in the country / Mr. Gingrich’s rejection of the notion that Mr. Trump built and 
received support during the election from the alt-right / Mr. Gingrich’s role in the Trump administration 
/ support for Mr. Trump 

 2) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s victory / Senator Sanders’ message to Democrats / Mr. Trump’s appeal to 
the average American / disagreement with Mr. Gingrich on the sexism, racism, and xenophobia in the 
Trump campaign / future of the Democratic Party / Senator Sanders’ new book, “Our Revolution” / Mr. 
Trump’s denial of climate change / Senator Sanders’ commitment to building a movement to transform 
the country / infrastructure and trade policy -- two areas of areas of common ground between 
President-elect Trump and Senator Sanders 

 3) Topics include: post-election divisiveness in the country / reasons why people are marching against 
President-elect Trump / reports of intimidation, harassment, and violence against minorities since the 
election / speculation regarding Mr. Trump’s administration picks; future of the Democratic Party 

 4) Topics include: stories from the campaign trail / reasons why these reporters wanted to be embedded 
in the Trump and Clinton campaigns 

 
 
11/20/16 Guests:  Governor Mike Pence (R-IN), Vice President-elect (1); Senator Rand Paul (R-KY) (2); 

Representative Keith Ellison (D-MN), candidate for Chair of the Democratic National Committee (DNC) 
(3); David Frum, The Atlantic (4); Grover Norquist, Americans for Tax Reform (4); Lanchee Chen, Hoover 
Institution (4); Maya MacGuineas, Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget (4); Max Stier, President 
and CEO, Partnership for Public Service (5) 

 1) Topics include: President-elect Donald Trump’s meeting with former Massachusetts Governor Mitt 
Romney for the possible cabinet position of Secretary of State / Governor Pence’s role as head of the 
President-elect’s transition team / Mr. Trump’s pledge to “drain the swamp” / questions as to whether 
or not Mr. Trump will uphold his campaign promise of no lobbyists or donors in the administration / 
potential conflicts of interest regarding Mr. Trump’s private businesses and the presidency / 
waterboarding; Governor Pence’s experience while attending performance of the Broadway musical 
“Hamilton”  

 2) Topics include: Senator Paul’s opposition to Rudy Giuliani or John Bolton as possible Trump cabinet 
picks / support for Senator Bob Corker having a position in the Trump administration / Senator Paul’s 
private conversations with the Trump transition team / agreement with Senator John McCain and his 
criticism of Mr. Trump’s support for waterboarding / Senator Paul’s support for privacy and 
commitment to upholding the Bill of Rights / potential conflicts of interest regarding Mr. Trump’s private 
businesses and the presidency / Mr. Trump’s recent claim that he kept a Ford plant in Kentucky from 
moving its production to Mexico 

 3) Topics include: the new direction for the Democratic Party / how Democrats should respond to 
Donald Trump / need to fight against the values promoted by the President-elect and for the needs of 
the average American  

 4) Topics include: potential conflicts of interest regarding Mr. Trump’s private businesses and the 
presidency / Mr. Frum’s call for “a law formalizing the long tradition that the president must publish his 
tax returns” / Mr. Trump’s pledge to “drain the swamp” / Mr. Norquist’s list of things to do in order to 
start ending corruption / Mr. Chen’s advice for Mr. Trump -- “to behave in a way that is completely 
above reproach” / Ms. MacGuineas on the challenges Mr. Trump faces with regards to the budget / 
economic growth / tax reform / Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”) / Mr. Norquist’s support for the 
REDUCE Act, which reduces the number of civilian employees at the Pentagon by 15% / President-elect 



 

 

Trump’s trillion dollar infrastructure bill 
 5) an interview with Mr. Stier, a presidential transition expert, on the process and scope of a transition 
 
 
11/27/16 Guests: Manuel Bojorquez, CBS News Correspondent (1); Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) (2); Julia Sweig, 

CBS News Cuba Analyst, author, “Cuba: What Everyone Needs to Know”, Lyndon B. Johnson School of 
Public Affairs, University of Texas at Austin (3); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (3); Holly Williams, CBS 
News Foreign Correspondent (4); Vin Scully, Voice of the Los Angeles Dodgers 1950-2016 (5); Jahana 
Hayes, history teacher, John F. Kennedy High School, Waterbury, CT, 2016 Teacher of the Year (6); 
Brandon Stanton, photographer, and blogger, Humans of New York; Honesty Liller, McShin Foundation 
(8); John Shinholser, McShin Foundation (8); Ramesh Ponnuru, National Review (9); Molly Ball, The 
Atlantic (9); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (9); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (9) 

 1) a report from Havana, Cuba on the reaction to the death of Fidel Castro, who died on Friday at the 
age of ninety 

 2) Topics include: changes Senator Rubio would like to see in U.S.-Cuba relations / three examples of 
how Cuba is a threat to the United States; Russia’s potential role in undermining the recent election / 
need of the American people to know if Russia was involved in interfering in the U.S. election; attributes 
President-elect Trump should consider when selecting a Secretary of State 

 3) Topics include: recollections from Mr. Goldberg and Ms. Sweig on their last interviews with Mr. Castro 
/ the long and complex career of Mr. Castro / U.S policy towards Cuba / potential changes to U.S.-Cuba 
policy under Mr. Trump 

 4) a report from Erbil, Iraq on a Thanksgiving spent with U.S. troops 
 5) an interview with Mr. Scully on his career as the broadcaster for the L.A. Dodgers, conducted after he 

was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
 6) an interview with Ms. Hayes on her career as a teacher, the purpose of education, and why people 

should become teachers 
 7) an interview with Mr. Stanton on the origins of his career and his recent work in Macomb County 
 8) an interview with Ms. Liller and Mr. Shinholser on the increase in opioid addiction in the United States 

and the work they do helping people who are affected by the disease of addiction 
 9) Topics include: President-elect Trump’s cabinet picks / possible candidates for Secretary of State / 

conflicts of interest for Mr. Trump 
 
12/04/16 Guests: Reince Priebus, incoming White House Chief of Staff (1); Newt Gingrich, former Speaker of the 

House of Representatives, Trump Transition Vice Chair (2); Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), House 
Minority Leader (3); Leon Panetta, former Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), former Secretary 
of Defense (4); Reihan Salam, National Review (5); Dan Balz, The Washington Post (5); Susan Page, USA 
Today (5); Audie Cornish, host, All Things Considered, NPR (5) 

 1) Topics include: process for selecting the next Secretary of State / former Massachusetts Governor 
Mitt Romney and critic of Donald Trump, as a candidate for the position / Mr. Trump’s decision process 
/ why Mr. Trump is not taking in as many intelligence briefings as previous presidents-elect / President-
elect Trump’s claim that millions of people voted illegally in California, despite lack of evidence / praise 
for Mr. Trump / President-elect Trump’s phone call with the president of Taiwan – considered a break in 
diplomacy 

 2) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s election / what President-elect Trump meant when he said that the job of 
president is bigger than he thought / why Mr. Trump is not taking in as many intelligence briefings / Mr. 
Trump’s phone calls with foreign leaders / reasons why Mr. Gingrich opposes Mr. Romney for the 
position of Secretary of State / pledged support for whomever Mr. Trump eventually selects for the 
position / Mr. Trump’s recent deal with Carrier to keep jobs from moving to Mexico 

 3) Topics include: how the Democrats plan on working and not working with President-elect Trump; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives Paul Ryan’s central budget plan – the “voucherizing” of 
Medicare; how Representative Pelosi plans on leading Democrats in the House of Representatives / 
current state of the Democratic Party 



 

 

 4) Topics include: explanation of why the law exists stating that military officials must be out of the 
service for seven years prior to taking control of the Pentagon / opinion of James Mattis, Mr. Trump’s 
prime candidate for heading the Pentagon; Mr. Panetta’s thoughts on President-elect Trump / 
importance of not relying solely on advisers / Mr. Trump’s picks for his administration / need for the 
president to have someone around who can be direct and tell the truth / concern that President-elect 
Trump is not taking his daily security briefings / role of the CIA director / role of Secretary of State / Mr. 
Romney as a possible choice for Secretary of State 

 5) Topics include: what Mr. Trump’s cabinet choices say about him / process for selecting the next 
Secretary of State / “the two different Donald Trumps” / President-elect Trump’s Republican Party / 
possible similarities between the incoming Trump administration and those of former Presidents Jimmy 
Carter and Bill Clinton, who were both seen as unconventional Democrats / Mr. Trump’s recent deal 
with Carrier to keep jobs from moving to Mexico; current state of the Democratic Party; impact of the 
2016 presidential election on the country / remaining resentment between the Clinton and Trump 
campaigns 

 
12/11/16 Guests: Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee (1); Kellyanne 

Conway, Trump Senior Advisor (2); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) (3); Michael Duffy, Time Magazine (4); 
Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News Political Analyst (4); Lisa Lerer, Associated Press (4); Michael 
Gerson, The Washington Post (4); Senator Tim Scott (R-SC) (5) 

 1) Topics include: Senator McCain’s request for a bipartisan investigation into Russian interference in 
the U.S. election / criticism of Vladimir Putin / President-elect Donald Trump’s positive opinion of Russia 
/ Senator McCain’s wish for a select committee to investigate and why; Senator McCain’s upcoming trip 
to the Balkans with Senator Lindsey Graham; Exxon CEO Rex Tillerson, Mr. Trump’s potential nominee 
for Secretary of State / concern over Mr. Tillerson’s close personal relationship with Mr. Putin 

 2) Topics include: President-elect Trump’s reaction to a bipartisan investigation into Russian interference 
in the U.S. election / Mr. Trump’s views on the intelligence community / Mr. Trump’s disbelief that there 
was Russian interference in the U.S. election, despite reports to the contrary from the intelligence 
community / Ms. Conway’s call for a “peaceful transition into the democracy” 

 3) Topics include: Senator Sanders’ support for a bipartisan investigation into Russian interference in the 
U.S. election; worry that President-elect Trump is not keeping his campaign promises to not cut 
Medicaid, Medicare, and Social Security / Mr. Trump’s view on climate change / concern over President-
elect Trump’s cabinet picks / Senator Sanders’ support for the “nuclear option” regarding hearings for 
nominees 

 4) Topics include: intelligence reports indicating “that Russia tried to turn the election to Donald Trump” 
/ Mr. Trump’s response to the intelligence community / importance of a bipartisan investigation into 
Russian interference in the U.S. election / denial from the RNC that they were hacked; President-elect 
Trump’s cabinet picks 

 5) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s claim that he will be “the law and order president” / how Senator Scott 
defines “law and order” / how Mr. Trump could do to improve police and community relations; reaction 
to Senator Scott’s July 2016 speech, in which he spoke of getting stopped by the police; call to give Mr. 
Trump chance, but also to hold him accountable; current conditions in Charleston, after the Walter Scott 
shooting and the shootings at Mother Emanuel Church  



 

 

12/18/16 Guests: Kellyanne Conway, Trump Senior Advisor (1); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (2); Tom 
Donilon, former National Security Advisor, Obama administration (2); Margaret Brennan, CBS News 
Foreign Affairs Correspondent (2); Dr. Henry Kissinger, former U.S. Secretary of State (3); Graeme Wood, 
The Atlantic, author, “The Way of Strangers: Encounters with the Islamic State” (4); Ta-Nehisi Coates, 
The Atlantic (5); Susan Page, USA Today (6); Ron Brownstein, Atlantic Media (6) 

 1) Topics include: President-elect Trump’s skepticism that Russia was involved in hacking the election, 
despite reports to the contrary from the intelligence community / reaction to President Obama’s 
decision to retaliate against the Russians for hacking into the election / opinion that President Obama is 
under pressure from Hillary Clinton to retaliate 

 2) Topics include: President-elect Trump’s skepticism that Russia was involved in hacking the election, 
despite reports to the contrary from the intelligence community / President Obama’s options for 
retaliation against Russia / why Russia sought to impact the election / softening of opposition to Russian 
Vladimir Putin from Republicans / why President Obama believes that Russia’s covert actions were 
successful; President Obama’s thoughts on the situation in Syria and his handling of it, as he gets ready 
to leave office 

 3) Topics include: difference of opinion between President Obama and Mr. Trump regarding Russia’s 
involvement in hacking the election / Dr. Kissinger’s views on Mr. Putin / his thoughts on President-elect 
Trump / need for a president “to have some core convictions” / Dr. Kissinger’s advice to Mr. Trump 
about being president 

 4) Topics include: What Mr. Wood learned about the recruiters, sympathizers, and supporters of the 
Islamic State while meeting with them and doing research / misconceptions people have about ISIS (ISIL, 
Daesh) / how to combat that ideology / agreement with Dr. Kissinger’s opinion that ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) 
might challenge Mr. Trump and hope for an overreaction and how they could benefit from that 

 5) Topics include: Mr. Coates’ article in The Atlantic -- “My President Was Black” / challenges faced by 
President Obama / President Obama’s upbringing / impact of the past eight years on President Obama’s 
disposition / speculation as to why President Obama agreed to talk to Mr. Coates at such length / Mr. 
Coates’ past and current criticism and praise of the President / what Mr. Coates has learned about 
President Obama 

 6) Topics include: President-elect Trump’s skepticism that Russia was involved in hacking the election / 
Mr. Trump’s “thank you tour” / opinion that President-elect Trump and his staff “bristle” at the fact that 
he did not win the popular vote; President Obama’s Friday press conference / role of Chuck Schumer, 
the Democratic leader in the Senate 

 
12/25/16 Guests: Stephen Colbert, host, “The Late Show with Stephen Colbert” (1); Major Garrett, CBS News Chief 

White House Correspondent (2); Jan Crawford, CBS News Chief Legal Correspondent (2); Jeff Pegues, 
CBS News Homeland Security Correspondent (2); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent 
(2); Margaret Brennan, CBS News Foreign Affairs Correspondent (2); David martin, CBS News National 
Security Correspondent (2) 

 1) Topics include: what Mr. Colbert is thankful for in 2016 / positive aspects of 2016; Mr. Colbert’s live 
election night special on the cable channel Showtime; danger in participating in political divisiveness; his 
predictions for the presidential election / Mr. Colbert’s coined word “truthiness” and how it compares to 
the term “post-truth” / his fear of “the idea that facts don’t exist anymore”, as suggested by a Trump 
surrogate / why the public should not get their news from a television program or person like that of Mr. 
Colbert; how he approaches joke writing for President-elect Trump; what made voters choose Mr. 
Trump; this year’s lesson for Mr. Colbert in how to interview people / what he learned from doing live 
shows; three things that gave Mr. Colbert joy in 2016; his reading list suggestions for Mr. Trump / Mr. 
Colbert’s takeaways from reading Mr. Trump’s book, “The Art of the Deal” / President-elect Trump as a 
possible guest; what Mr. Colbert is looking forward to in the New Year; how to host a late night talk 
show; need for Mr. Trump to take responsibility 

 2) Correspondents’ round table topics include: what to expect from Mr. Trump once he takes office / 
how House Speaker Paul Ryan will approach Mr. Trump’s first year; desire to increase military spending 
and the size of the military; upcoming cases for the Supreme Court / President-elect Trump’s list of 



 

 

potential nominees for the Supreme Court; state of things inside the FBI / FBI Director James Comey; 
President Obama’s decision to stay in Washington after he leaves office; President-elect Trump’s 
unpredictability; global threats faced from Russia, China, and Iran / North Korea / Mr. Trump’s disbelief 
that there was Russian interference in the U.S. election, despite reports to the contrary from the 
intelligence community; Senator Jeff Sessions, Mr. Trump’s nominee for Attorney General / reactions 
from Democrats to Mr. Trump’s cabinet nominees / how Chuck Schumer, leader of the Democrats in the 
Senate, will approach Mr. Trump; issues Mr. Trump will inherit once he assumes the office of the 
presidency: battle against ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) and the problems in Syria; predictions from the panelists for 
2017 


