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Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by 

this station during the reporting period. 

 
The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days 

and times indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current 

local issues of concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.



 

 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES 
 

 
 

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local issues and concerns 

in the station's city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes and segments of these programs and 

the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Program Name 
Schedule 

(Day/Time) 

Brief Generic Description 
(Note whether local, syndicated or network) 

13WMAZ 
Eyewitness News 

M-F 5am - 7 am; 
Noon - 12:30 pm;  
5 pm - 5:30 pm; 
6pm - 6:30 pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm; 
Sat-Sun 7am - 9 
am; 6 pm - 6:30 
pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm 
 

Local newscasts produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
inform viewers on local issues. 

13WMAZ Close Up 
Saturdays Noon - 
12:30 pm 

Local program produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
interviews community leaders on local issues. 

CBS 60 Minutes 
Sundays 7 pm - 8 
pm 

The program offers investigative reports, interviews, 
segments and profiles of issues and people in the 
news. 

CBS Face The 
Nation 

Sundays 10:30 am - 
11 am; 11:30 am - 
noon 

The program interviews newsmakers on the latest 
issues. 



 

 

 
 

LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER 
 

 
 

The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that addressed these issues during 

this reporting period are listed on the following pages. 
 

 
 

Local Issue/Concern Brief description of local issue or concern 

Education Area schools were in session during the quarter. Questions 
continued to face Macon’s Charter Academy and issues 
with the school were reported over the past two quarters. 

Crime and Public Safety 28 homicides occurred in Macon-Bibb in 2015, which is a 
75% increase over 2014. Macon ranks near top in U.S. 
pedestrian deaths per capita. 
 
 In a Pew Study released earlier last year, crime ranked as 
the second highest topic that local residents follow closely.  
 
The shooting of a Mercer University basketball player 
happened during the quarter.   
 
 
 
 

Government The presidential preference primary in Georgia was held 
during the quarter. The State Legislature met during the 
quarter. Topics of interest included medical marijuana, 
campus carry and a religious freedom bill. 
 
 

Health Healthcare is a major contributor to the area’s economy. 
Health issues are of high interest in the community. As 
news of the Zika virus spread, citizen’s asked questions. 
 
 

Military Robins Air Force Base employs 23,000 people. Robins Air 
Force Base released its 2015 economic impact report 
stating it contributed $2.75 million to the Georgia economy. 

Economy A report released last June for the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors listed metro Macon as one of the slowest growing 
economies in the nation.   
 

Robin  
 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 

     
Local Issue: Education   
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/18 6pm and 
11pm 

 5 minutes With questions surrounding Macon Charter 
Academy, 13WMAZ examined charter schools in 
Georgia. In the last five years, nearly 60 charter 
schools opened across Georgia. In that same time 
period, 25 charter schools closed.  The story 
profiled organizers who hoped to open a charter 
school in Byron. Two more groups want approval in 
Bibb County. The interest prompted 13WMAZ to 
take a look at what separates the charter schools 
that pass from those that fail.  Lou Erste, Associate 
State Superintendent for Charter Schools says 
charter founders need that commitment and 
successful plans address these elements:  "High 
quality governance, you must have high quality 
management, high quality financial and academic 
planning and operational compliance planning, and 
it has to be an integrated plan."  The state 
Department of Education says Macon Charter 
Academy included those in their plans for 
approval but failed to implement them.  Shortly 
after it opened, the state placed the school on 
probation. Problems cited by the state included an 
untrained governing board, poor sanitation, and 
not following their curriculum.  "If there is any 
concerns at all, you know right away if there is any 
concerns at all, get them to give you a plan to fix it, 
and if they don't, we'll move to close it. 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/31 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

5 minutes 
 

The state Department of Education says they've 
started the process of revoking the charter for the 
troubled Macon Charter Academy.  It's unclear 
when that might actually happen, but a state 
official wrote Thursday that they're trying to move 
the process along, "so parents will know as soon as 
possible that their school may not be open next 
year."  The new charter school has struggled with 
education, management and other problems since 
opening in August.  They spent the first three 
weeks of the school year in the Macon Centreplex, 
because their new building wasn't ready in time. 
Then a September inspection by Bibb County 
school officials found dozens of violations. 
 
SBOE considers initiating the charter termination 
process.  If SBOE approved initiation, then notice of 
hearing is issued to MCA (including details on the 



 

 

hearing and the process).  Unless MCA decides to 
give up its charter and therefore declines to have a 
hearing, a hearing is then conducted. 
Once the hearing is completed, the SBOE then 
considers whether or not to terminate the charter. 
If the SBOE decides to terminate the charter, then 
termination will follow. 
 
When we briefed the SBOE’s District Flexibility and 
Charter Schools Committee on this issue yesterday, 
they urged us to expedite this matter so parents 
will know as soon as possible that their school may 
not be open next year.  They included education 
issues, such as lack of instructional materials or a 
school discipline plan. They also covered problems 
with the building sanitation, fiscal management, 
nutrition and safety.  After that inspection, the 
state put Macon Charter Academy on probation.  
The school shook up its management and hired an 
outside "turnaround" team" to help fix problems.  
But the state warned that its charter could be at 
risk if the academy didn't show enough progress.  
By email, Lou Erste, associate state superintendent 
for policy and charter Schools, of the state 
Department of Education says they're just 
beginning the process that could lead to revoking 
the charter.  That could lead to a public hearing on 
the school and a vote by the state board of 
education on revoking the charter. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/9 6pm 3 minutes Being able to carry concealed weapons on Georgia 
college campuses is one of the topics being 
discussed at this year's Georgia Legislative session. 
It's an issue that divides students at Georgia 
College in Milledgeville. "I think this comes with a 
huge assumption that everybody on the college 
campuses is going to treat and act like an adult 
with this bill," said student, Harrison Vaughan. "I 
don't think guns are the problem. I think people are 
the problem," said Deanna Hamilton, student. "So I 
feel like it doesn't matter what weapon you have in 
front of someone, if they're unstable, they can 
obviously be a problem. I don't think allowing guns 
in places is going to fix anything." "My biggest fear, 
on campus and in this situation, is that I'm not 
going to be able to stop the situation because I 
don't have any protection," said student, Alex 
Cartegena. "All I have is my bare hands and 
someone has a gun, and I have twenty other 
students in the room with me and how am I going 
to protect them, you know?" But GCSU Professor 
Pate McMichael says people think the only way to 
prevent another mass shooting is to carry a gun 
themselves. "I know people who get disturbed 
when they see media coverage of violent attacks 
when scores of people are killed by a single 



 

 

gunman, and if only those people had guns they 
would've lived. That's sort of the logic. I personally 
don't find that to be very persuasive," McMichael 
said. McMichael says allowing students to carry 
guns on campus would distract from learning. 
"Professors do really need to be able to go into a 
classroom and feel free to have conversations 
about any topic," said McMichael. "They are going 
to be very intimidated by students coming in with 
firearms. They might not feel like they're free to 
speak like they would otherwise." But McMichael 
says violence is inevitable whether or not people 
can carry guns. "To be a free person, to live in a 
free country, you always have to accept the 
possibility of violence," said McMichael. The bill is 
now before a house committee... and needs to go 
through several checkpoints before being voted on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/5  11pm 2 minutes 
 

Potential educators met with principals and staff at 
the Bibb County School District's teacher 
recruitment fair this morning.  
 
Bibb school Officials’ gathered at Howard High 
School to collect resumes and interview candidates. 
Paige Busbee, the assistant superintendent for 
human resources, says some teachers were offered 
contracts on the spot. They were looking for 
teachers at all levels of education, but particularly 
those who teach math, science, and special 
education. “Well, it's part of our recruiting efforts. 
You know, we are in a period of time where there is 
a teacher shortage, and so we know that in order 
to attract the best teachers, we've got to get out 
early and we've got to create opportunities like this 
for teachers to come in and meet our principals 
and see everything we have to offer in Bibb 
County,” said Busbee.  Busbee says Bibb County 
will hire between 200 and 300 teachers for the 
upcoming school year.          
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/28 11pm 2 minutes Students and alumni of Macon's Mount de Sales 
Academy gathered to celebrate the school's 140th 
anniversary. Mount de Sales was founded as an all-
girls school in 1876 by the Sisters of Mercy. 
  
In 1963, the academy became the first central 
Georgia school to integrate. Today, they lit candles 
to signify the school's alumni.  
 
The President of the academy, David Held, spoke 
on the importance of the school to Macon’s 
history.  
 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/25 6pm 2 minutes The Georgia Senate passed a bill that aims to adjust 
the amount of funds given to public school 
graduates for the state-funded HOPE scholarship. If 
signed into law, HOPE scholarship recipients could 
get at least $2,000 per semester. The bill also says 
students would not receive more money than the 
cost of their tuition. State senators voted 51 to four 
on Wednesday to approve the measure setting the 
minimum payout price.  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/9 6pm 11pm 3 minutes One Bibb middle school is piloting a program that 
would bring overhead cameras to every 
classroom.  It might look like an ordinary middle 
school classroom, but there's something looming 
up above.  "It's not like a Big Brother thing. I felt 
that way initially, but not anymore," Ballard-
Hudson Sixth grade English teacher Maya Boston 
said. She's talking about the new camera and audio 
enhancement system that's now a part of her 
regular day. "It's a great tool to monitor growth of 
students and develop teachers," Boston said.   All a 
teacher has to do is push the record button on 
their microphone and then, instantly, a video starts 
recording of their lesson, a discipline problem, or 
an emergency situation. "We're going to see 
tremendous growth in professional development, 
tremendous growth in best practices, and I think 
over time, we'll see a drastic reduction in negative 
student behavior," David said.  
And Boston says it's already working in her 
classroom.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/9 con’t 6pm  "By seeing I can go back and reteach something or 
reinstruct on what we have missed and I can see 
some of the great things that I've done that I can 
use another time," Boston said.  
And those results are what the district hopes to see 
countywide when every classroom has a camera.  
 
The district plans to roll out the camera system 
starting in the other five middle schools this fall.  
 
It will cost about $100,000 per school, and those 
funds come from the ESPLOST that passed last fall.  



 

 

 
13WMAZ Eyewitness News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3/15 6pm 
 
 
 

2 minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bibb Board of Education took a first look at 
the budget for the upcoming fiscal year. This was 
the first of three work sessions the board will have 
when hashing the roughly $200 million 
budget.  Highlights for this year's budget includes 
adding 13 paraprofessionals to oversee in-school 
suspension at elementary schools and changing the 
number of periods in the high school day. The 
board also wants to hire twenty nine additional 
teachers. Board Member Wanda West wants to see 
more specialized teachers in Bibb schools.  "I want 
to see art, music, and PE in all of the elementary 
schools, and PE in all of the schools because those 
disciplines actually serve as an undergird to 
strengthen the studying skills, the higher order of 
thinking, working as a team," says West. Board 
Member Jason Downey wants Bibb employees to 
be paid competitively...especially the bus drivers 
who they are looking to pay more. "It's important 
that when we look at our salary schedules that 
were competitive, that we make sure that our 
employees whether bus drivers, or any certified, or 
classified employees that were competitive that we 
attract the best talent and that we send a message 
that we that we support our employees," Downey 
said.  He says to make all of those additions to the 
budget, they might have to do some cutting here 
and there. The board will have two more work 
sessions before the final budget is presented to the 
public and the board votes on it in June.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/16 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes The Monroe County Board of Education has named 
Alicia Elder to be its new assistant superintendent 
for Teaching & Learning. This comes after a 
restructuring of the Monroe County Schools 
Central Office in which the system shifted from 
three Assistant Superintendents down to two. Elder 
is a 17-year veteran educator that has served as 
principal of K.B. Sutton Elementary since 2011, one 
of the region’s highest-performing schools. She was 
also previously the principal at Upson-Lee 
Elementary in Thomaston, assistant principal of 
Hubbard Elementary and teacher at Upson-Lee 
Middle. 

 

http://eboard.eboardsolutions.com/Meetings/ViewMeetingOrder.aspx?S=4013&MID=51115


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/27  6pm 2 minutes One Bibb County school is getting a second chance 
at life thanks to a little help from Historic Macon 
Foundation.  Back in 1932, Alexander IV Elementary 
School opened its doors for the first time. In 2013, 
the Bibb County Board of Education deemed it 
surplus property, but Historic Macon hopes to 
bring it back to life.  Emily Hopkins with Historic 
Macon says that's a big reason why the school 
made it on the Fading Five list -- a list of five 
endangered properties Historic Macon wants to 
save. 
 
“It's a blighted building, but it’s a historic building. 
It has good bones. We feel like we can turn it into 
something positive for the neighborhood instead of 
just an empty deteriorating building,” said Hopkins.  
With the help of Commissioner Mallory Jones and 
some of his blight dollars, they were able to save 
the building from meeting its fate.  The cost of the 
building from the Bibb Board of Education was 
around $350,000. 

 13WMAZ Eyewitness News Each 
Wednesday 
throughout 
the quarter 

5pm 2 minutes 
and :30 
seconds 
each week 

Each week during the school year, students participating 
in 13WMAZ’s Junior Journalist program help tell the 
stories of outstanding teachers in the community. 
Teachers are nominated by their students, and the Junior 
Journalists shadow a 13MWAZ reporter to help prepare 
the weekly report. 

Public Service 
Announcements on 
13WMAZ 

January-
March 

various The one-
minute PSA 
aired 120 
times in 
various time 
periods  

Boys and Girls Clubs of America.  Various topics 
promoting the benefits’ of the organization.   “Learning 
starts here” campaign 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  I Local Issue: Crime and Public Safety  

 
Program Date Time Duratio

n 

Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News Each 
Wednesday 
during the 
quarter 

11pm 1 minute 
each week 

Each week during 13WMAZ Eyewitness News at 11 p.m. 
13WMAZ airs a one minute public service announcement 
for Crimestoppers to ask for the community’s help in 
identifying suspects and  providing authorities 
information to help make an arrest. 



 

 

CBS News Special Report 1/15 11:38AM 45 minutes CBS News provided live coverage of President Obama’s 
speech on gun violence. In his speech, The President 
urged the country to tackle gun violence with more 
urgency. "We do have to feel a sense of urgency about it," 
the President said. "People are dying and the constant 
excuses for inaction no longer do." The President recalled 
mass shootings that have taken place in the last two 
decades, and pointed to the "too many" times that he 
addressed the nation after mass shootings. The proposals 
he outlined included expanding background checks during 
gun sales, beefing up enforcement of existing gun laws, 
improving care for the mentally ill, and boosting gun 
safety technology. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/16  6pm  2 minutes The pedestrian fatality review board wants $10,000 from 
the county for an education campaign. Members are 

asking the Bibb County Sheriff's office to give $5,000, and 
the Board of Health to give the other half. Six pedestrians 
were struck and killed last year in Bibb County alone. 
Commissioner Elaine Lucas, who's on the board, says they 
need the money to better inform people about pedestrian 
safety. "So that we can start an education campaign along 
with the Bibb Board of Education, so that we can instill in 
children and walkers in the community, the whole idea of 
safety," said Lucas. Tuesday night at the county 
commission meeting, the request was turned over to the 
operations and finance committee for review. Macon 
ranks near top in U.S. pedestrian deaths per capita. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/2 2/3 2/4 
2/5 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

15 minutes 
total 

Several reports covered the killing of a Mercer University 
Basketball player, Jibri Bryan.  Bryan, 23, of Savannah, was 
sitting in a car at Flash Foods at Forsyth and College 
streets when gunmen pulled up in a vehicle and opened 
fire on the car. Bryan was pronounced dead at the scene. 
Another man, Jarvis Clinton Miller, 24, is being treated at 
Medical Center, Navicent Health in Macon with gunshot 
wounds. No arrests have been made and authorities have 
not released a motive. The gunmen's vehicle was located 
in the 800 block of Orange Terrace at around 9 p.m. 
Tuesday night. 
 
Sheriff David Davis said that two different men fired shots 
at Mercer basketball player Jibri Bryan. One of them is 
Jarvis Miller, who is now facing a murder charge. 
Investigators are still looking for the second. According to 
the sheriff's office, he apparently is the person who shot 
Miller, his co-conspirator. Miller was wounded several 
times and remains in stable condition at a Macon hospital. 
Davis also said there is a warrant out for a second suspect, 
whose name has not been released. He also said a bottle 
of suspicious content and a bundle of cash was found next 
to Bryan's car. Bryan was sitting alone in a Monte Carlo 
outside the Flash Foods on Forsyth Street. The two other 
men arrived in a Nissan Sentra, got out and started firing.  

 
13WMAZ 2/5 5pm 6pm 

11pm 
 Bibb County Sheriff’s Investigators and the U.S. Marshals 

Southeastern Regional Fugitive Task Force arrested 33 
year old Damion Deray Henderson at an apartment 
complex in Decatur Georgia. It was the second arrest in 
the murder case of Jibri Bryan. 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/4 2/10 
 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

 Coverage of the candlelight vigil at Mercer University as 
students and faculty gathered to remember Jibri Bryan. 
 
On February 10, 13WMAZ covered the funeral for Jibri 
Bryan. "When I first got the news that Jibri had been shot, 
I was very angry," said Cyrus Hunter, Bryan's former youth 
coach. And while many folks are still trying to digest the 
tragic news, Jibri's family wanted to make sure he was 
remembered for the all that he accomplished. Three of 
Jibri's coaches spoke on behalf of his dedication to the 
team and the game, including Mercer's head basketball 
coach, Bob Hoffman. "My relationship with him was really 
special. I'm thankful for all these guys who are here 
today," Hoffman said. His fellow Mercer teammates were 
among those who filled up the church. He'll forever be 
known for his basketball success, but those that knew him 
personally say he just as much a leader and inspiration off 
the court. 

 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/2 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

5 minutes A Bibb County investigator testified Wednesday that 
Mercer basketball player Jibri Bryan may have been shot 
over fake Xanax.  Investigator Shaun Bridger testified that 
the other suspect, Jarvis Miller, told police, "Bryan 
determined the pills were fake and he didn't want to buy 
them." Bridger continued, " Henderson got out of the car 
and went up to Bryan telling him he would buy the pills or 
else." He said, "Next thing you know Henderson fired a 
shot, killing Jibri." Frank Hogue, Henderson's lawyer, said 
Wednesday was the first time he heard the police theory 
about fake Xanax. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/24 6pm, 
11pm 

4 minutes  After nearly six months of investigating, Warner Robins 
Police issued a total of 71 warrants for, what they call, a 
massive drug ring. Officers made 53 arrests on 
multiple drug charges. Captain Chris Rooks with Warner 
Robins Police says it's rare they see an operation of this 
size. He says they found over 70 people involved in buying 
and selling cocaine and prescription pills, including 
hydrocodone, Oxycodone, and Xanax. Rooks says the 
street value ranges from about 20 to 30 dollars per pill. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/11 6pm 11pm 2 minutes Federal authorities announced charges against dozens 
of current or former Georgia corrections officers accused 
of using their badges to protect drug dealers. In all, 49 
individuals were arrested, including 45 current or former 
Ga. corrections officers.  The corrections officers are 
accused of a variety of charges, from smuggling 
contraband into Georgia prisons to accepting bribes in 
exchange for protecting drug deals that occurred outside 
of the facilities, federal officials said. The facilities 
involved include: Hancock State Prison (Sparta, 
Ga.)Riverbend Correctional Facility (Sparta, Ga.)Pulaski 
State Prison (Hawkinsville, Ga.)Baldwin State Prison 
(Milledgeville, Ga.)Dooly State Prison (Unadilla, 
Ga.)Phillips State Prison (Buford. Ga.)Dodge State Prison 
(Chester, Ga.)Autry State Prison (Unadilla, Ga.)Macon 
State Prison (Oglethorpe, Ga.) 

 

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/16 6pm 3 minutes A 13WMAZ report looked at body cameras in Bibb County. 
The Bibb County Sherriff’s Office plans to spend nearly 
$400,000 on body cameras. Sheriff David Davis said his 
office would get the devices up and running by January of 
this year, but as of late February, none have been 
purchased. Deputy Clay Williams started testing out body 
camera devices four months ago, as part of the trial 
phase. In September 2015, Macon-Bibb commissioners 
approved $30,000 in grant money for body cameras. That 
was in addition to the more than $275,000 from a 
settlement with business owners accused of running 
illegal gambling money. At that same meeting, Sheriff 
Davis said to expect them by the first of 2016. But by late 
February, no body cameras. 
 
"I'm disappointed as anyone that we don't have them 
now," Davis says, "I wish we could've gotten them the 
next week after I said we were going to get it. I always say 
do you want to do something right, or do something right 
now." 
 
Davis says it's more than coming up with the cash, "to do 
a thorough examination of all the products out there, 
takes time, to get the policy right, to get the right 
product."  He says those policies differ among 
departments, some require body cameras to capture 
everything, "But let's get practical do you want to see a 
deputy using a bathroom?" 
 
He says their aiming for a more realistic approach, 
recording at traffic stops, accidents, burglaries, etc. 
Right now his office is in the procurement process, 
meaning Macon-Bibb put out a proposal defining what 
they are looking for. They're waiting on body camera 
companies to bid, and decide if their products fit the 
need. The bidding process ends March 17th. 

 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/4 6pm 11pm 2 minutes A Bibb County jail guard was arrested Thursday and is 
accused of selling marijuana at a north Macon hotel. The 
guard is charged with possession of marijuana with intent 
to distribute, possession of a firearm during the 
commission of a felony, and violation of oath of office. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/3 5pm, 6pm 
and 11pm 

5 minutes Despite a big increase in homicides last year, Bibb County 
says crime overall dropped 4 percent in 2015. 
 
That's according to a news release from the Bibb County 
Sheriff's Office.  They say rapes, robberies, aggravated 
assaults, larcenies and auto thefts all dropped last year.  
Homicides increased -- from 16 in 2014 to 28 last year. 
That's a 75 percent increase. The sheriff's office says 24 
out of 28 of those are solved.  Also up, burglaries 
increased by 16 percent. There were 400 more burglaries 
last year. 
The sheriff's office says that's why they've started three 
burglary task force initiatives in various neighborhoods 
last year and this year.  There were 10,116 crimes 
reported in those eight major crime categories -- 370 
fewer than the year before. 
 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/3 6pm, 11pm 5 minutes 
 

A report that the Baldwin County Sherriff’s office said two 
gunmen fired nine shots into a Baldwin County gas station 
and injured one woman. They said the woman became 
the latest victim in a string of drive-by shootings, which 
has become a concern for citizens in the community. 
13WMAZ reported on other drive-by shootings last 
quarter. 
 
Captain Brad King of the Baldwin County Sheriff's Office 
says the victim got a superficial gunshot wound to the leg 
and will be OK, but he says that she was not the intended 
target. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3/3 con’t   King says this shooting is potentially related to one that 
happened Saturday when a man's car was struck by 
bullets in a case of mistaken identity. The man recently 
purchased a car that was similar to a gang member's and 
King says the shooters shot the wrong car and possibly 
saw the correct car Wednesday night and sought out to 
finish what they started Saturday. 
 
King says the string of more than thirty drive-by shootings 
may have started with a fatal shooting last June. 
That's the only homicide they've seen in the gang war. But 
King says they won't continue to be that lucky. 
“Fortunately, we've had very few people hurt,” King said. 
“The reality of it is if enough gunshots are made, 
eventually somebody's going to get hit." 
King says for each shooting it takes at least three days’ 
work for his team to process all the information. 
And he says the Sheriff's Office and the Milledgeville 
Police Department have had 5 drive-by shootings 
combined since Saturday, and they have been working 
tirelessly on these investigations. 
 

http://www.13wmaz.com/news/woman-in-hospital-after-milledgeville-drive-by/66108099


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/16 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes 
 

The story profiled Bibb County Coroner Leon Jones 
speaking at Rutland High School about drunk driving 
prevention. Jones told upperclassmen about things he has 
seen on the job, and showed them a vehicle that was 
involved in a DUI fatality. Firefighters showed how they 
respond to a crash like this one, and Jones brought in a 
casket. "About DUI, how serious it is. And this is a real 
fatality car too, now. Someone actually was killed in this 
car," says Jones. "They were very attentive and they asked 
a lot of good questions." Jones says he hopes to bring this 
presentation to all Bibb high schools. 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3/25 and 
3/31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 minutes 
total 

13WMAZ covered the execution of Joshua Bishop, a 
Baldwin County man convicted of murdering two people 
in 1994. "It is the most difficult thing to obtain, to get 12 
average citizens to vote to put somebody to death. When 
that happens, trust me, the crime deserved it," said 
former Baldwin County Chief Deputy, now Putnam County 
Sheriff Howard Sills. 
 
 
 
 

13WMAZ Close-Up  2/6 Noon – 
12:30PM 

 30 mins John Carey Bittick, Monroe County Sherriff, appeared on 
the program to discuss law enforcement issues in Monroe 
County and Georgia. He opened by discussing his bio and 
his family’s law enforcement history. He then discussed 
several issues being debated by legislators including 
licensed gun carriers, medical marijuana and state 
forfeiture laws. He was asked about speeding quotas and 
whether they exist. He also discussed Monroe’s 
emergency response team, proposed eyewitness reforms 
and the issues law enforcement face around the issue of 
mental health. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Close-Up 2/27 Noon- 
12:30PM 

30 mins Bibb County Coroner Leon Jones appeared on the 
program to discuss issues related to crime in Macon. He 
talked about his commitment to protecting the public, 
including offering free rides to citizens during the New 
Year’s Eve celebration. He discussed his involvement in 
youth programs to help educate young people about the 
consequences of bad decisions and his death prevention 
project. He discussed the homicides in 2016 and the 
community’s efforts to prevent tragedies. He talked about 
the proposal to require coroners to have two years of 
medical education. He also discussed how decisions are 
made on post mortem examinations and the number of 
cases he handles at his office. He was also asked about 
the proposed legislation to allow guns on college 
campuses. 

 

CBS News Special Report  4:30am-

5:30am  

6:00am -

7:23am 

2 hours and 
23 minutes 

Special Report coverage of the terrorist attack in Brussels. 
At least 31 people were killed and more than 200 
wounded when explosions rocked the country's main 
airport terminal and a Brussels Metro station. Coverage 
provided updates on the latest developments as 
information unfolded. 

 Public Service 
Announcement 

January-
March 

Various 26  
1-Minute 
PSAs aired 
in various 
time 
periods. 

National Crime Prevention – Focus on Elderly abuse, 
seeing the signs and reporting the crimes.  

   
 
Local Issue: Government  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

CBS News Special Report 1/12 9pm 2 hours 
 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: STATE OF THE UNION 
2016 - live coverage of President Obama’s State of 
the Union Address to a joint session of Congress.  
Includes: (1) Commentary by Correspondents, v/o 
live video of government officials taking their 
seats the House chamber, followed by President 
Obama’s entrance; (2) President Obama’s 
Address; (3) Commentary by Correspondents and 
analysts (v/o video of Obama exiting the House 
Chamber); and (4) Republican Response - by 
Governor Nikki Haley (R-SC). Correspondents: 
Scott Pelley (anchor, Washington, D.C. studio); 
Norah O’Donnell (Washington, D.C. studio); John 
Dickerson (Washington, D.C. studio); Margaret 
Brennan (White House); Nancy Cordes (Capitol 
Hill).  



 

 

CBS News Special 2/13 9pm 2 hours CAMPAIGN 2016:  REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL 
DEBATE - live coverage of a debate among 
candidates for the 2016 Republican Presidential 
nomination.  Participants: Mr. Donald Trump; Sen. 
Ted Cruz (R-TX); Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL); Gov. Jeb 
Bush (R-FL); Dr. Ben Carson; Gov. John Kasich (R-
OH). Origination: The Peace Center, Greenville, 
South Carolina    Moderator: John Dickerson, CBS 
News Political Director. Panelists: Major Garrett, 
CBS News Chief White House Correspondent; 
Kimberley Strassel, The Wall Street Journal. 

CBS News Special Report 2/13 5:15pm 18 mins The first special report announced the death of 
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia. The second 
special report covered President Obama’s live 
remarks on the death of Justice Scalia. 

CBS News Special Report 3/16 11:03am 29 mins Live coverage of the President’s announcement to 
nominate Judge Merrick Garland to the Supreme 
Court. The President and Judge Garland spoke 
during the address. 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/2 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

30 minutes 
total 

Continuing coverage about the issue of medical 
marijuana in Georgia. By this time in 2015 medical 
marijuana supporters were hoping for a victory. 
Many of them were brought to tears when the 
state legislature passed a bill allowing cannabis oil 
to be used for sick patients. But supporters of 
medical marijuana quickly realized there were 
several roadblocks in their way - including the fact 
that it remains illegal to grow and produce 
marijuana in the state of Georgia. "I think there's a 
concern that it can't be controlled, and I think 
those are false fears," State Rep. Allen Peake, (R) 
of Macon, Ga. said. Peake has been on the front 
lines of the medical cannabis fight. He plans to 
pre-file legislation allowing marijuana to be grown 
in Georgia and to be used to produce cannabis oil. 
The 2016 legislative session begins in less than 
two weeks. But Peake admits it will be an uphill 
fight. "It's going to be a miracle to pull it off but 
for the sake of hurting citizens in Georgia I am 
hopeful we can get it done," Peake said. Earlier 
this year the Georgia Commission on Medical 
Cannabis voted not to make a cultivation 
recommendation to Governor Nathan Deal. 
Governor Nathan Deal has already said he's 
skeptical of the idea of allowing cannabis 
cultivation, saying he doesn't believe it can be 
controlled. 
 



 

 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/25 5pm 6pm 
11pm 

 
 

The House judiciary committee held their first 
hearing on the legalization of growing and 
distributing medical marijuana in state.  It was a 
packed house as people made their case in favor 
of House Bill 722 for the House Judiciary 
Committee.  The bill would allow the cultivation 
and distribution of marijuana in Georgia for 
medical purposes. "Growing it here would allow 
us to regulate it to test for safety and efficacy," 
says Dr. Cynthia Wetmore, of both Children's 
Healthcare of Atlanta and Emory. She says this 
would help them know what their patients are 
receiving as well as perform clinical trials. As 
written, HB 722 would also add 9 additional 
conditions that are able to be treated with 
medical cannabis, like Autism, PTSD, Alzheimer's, 
Glaucoma, and Tourette’s.  That includes Reid 
Underwood, a toddler suffering Epidermolysis 
Bullosa, a rare skin peeling condition. "It hurts you 
as a parent to hear the screams of your child," 
says Reid's father Brian. "This is an issue that 
should be decided between a doctor and a 
patient."  Haileigh's Hope Act was signed into law 
last year, which legalizes the possession of 
medical cannabis, but people still have to find a 
way to access it. Susan Oliver says her daughter 
and grandson had to move to Colorado to get the 
oil more easily. "It would really just put our lives 
back together because we've been without him 
almost two years and he's our only grandson." 
Sponsor of the bill, Representative Allen Peake of 
Macon, says state legislature needs to take 
action. "I'm not waiting on the federal 
government," Peake says. "People are hurting and 
people are dying. “He says, currently, 517 patients 
are signed up on the registry wanting to use 
medical cannabis. "We've made potential 
criminals out of families wanting to access it," he 
says.  
Many argue, since they finally found something 
that works, they want to access it like another 
medicine. The bill is still being revised, but Peake 

does not believe there will be any major 
changes.  

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/28  6pm   People opposed to having medical marijuana 
grown and distributed in Georgia didn't get to 
voice their concerns with state lawmakers 
Wednesday. Earlier this month, state Rep. Allen 
Peake, a Macon Republican, proposed a bill that 
would allow the cultivation and distribution of 
medical marijuana in Georgia. On Monday, 
supporters of the bill told members of the House 
Judicial Non-Civil Committee why they think the 
bill should be passed. Opponents were scheduled 
to make their case Wednesday. But Peake said the 
hearing was postponed because a substitute bill is 
being prepared. Peake said the substitute would 
have some slight changes but nothing substantial. 
He said the changes are primarily technical. He 
said the opponent hearing will probably be held 
next week. 

 

13WMAX Eyewitness News 2/13 5pm 6pm  Just one person addressed the House Judiciary 
Non-Civil Committee on the final day of its 
hearings on the proposed medical marijuana 
expansion law. Chuck Spahos, director of the 
Prosecuting "Attorneys' Council of Georgia, said 
the council opposes House Bill 722 because it 
believes the proposal doesn't have sufficient 
safeguards to prevent illegal marijuana use ".  It's 
clearly establishing a for-profit marijuana grow in 
this state," Spahos said. "We've seen the 
devastating effects on other states." Moreover, 
Spahos said, the proposal completely disregards 
federal law. Under the existing medical marijuana 
law, Spahos said, doctors who prescribe cannabis 
oil must oversee their patients continuously, and 
they must make quarterly reports to a state 
commission. But Spahos said HB 722 doesn't 
contain those requirements. He said anyone "can 
get doctor to certify they have one of these 
conditions. In our opinion, this is about as close to 
legalizing marijuana as you can." State Rep. Allen 
Peake, a Macon Republican, pushed the existing 
medical marijuana bill through last year. In 
addition to the oversight requirements, the law 
allowed Georgians to use a limited form of 
cannabis oil to treat severe forms of eight 
illnesses, including, cancer, Parkinson's disease 
and epilepsy. Many Georgia families enrolled in 
the program and signed on the state registry. 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/13 5pm 6pm   Although the state law makes it legal for people 
on the registry to possess and use the drug, they 
can't get it in Georgia and they violate the law 
when they bring it in from other states. Among 
other things, Peake's proposal this year expands 
the list of treatable diseases to 18 and would 
allow growth and distribution of marijuana in 
Georgia. It also would establish what Peake calls 
strict requirements on growing and distributing 
the drug. Despite the opposition, Peake plans to 
continue pushing his proposal and said he hopes 
the House of Representatives will approve the 
measure in a few days. Opponents include the 
Prosecuting Attorneys' Council, the Georgia 
Baptist Association and the Georgia Sheriff's 
Association. "I understand their concerns," Peake 
said. "Their concerns are we're going down a 
slippery slope, and I've said repeatedly that I don't 
want to move us toward a path for legalization for 
recreational or social use." Peake also said he 
believes with a little work on the bill, he can 
satisfy the opposition. "I still believe that we can 
come up with a proper regulatory structure that 
achieves the objective we're trying to get to, 
providing medicine to hurting Georgians," Peake 
said. 

 
 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/24 5pm, 6pm 
and 11pm 

5 minutes 13WMAZ provided coverage of the final day of the 
Georgia legislative session. The Georgia General 
Assembly adjourned at 12:30 a.m., half an hour 
after adjournment time. The medical marijuana 
bill did not pass. The Georgia House passed a 
watered-down version of a medical marijuana bill 
on Thursday.  The bill would open up cannabis oil 
to a larger group of patients by adding six 
conditions, including post-traumatic stress 
disorder, to the list of allowed illnesses and 
diseases in the current law.  It also would specify 
no punishment for companies willing to ship it 
into Georgia.  Earlier in the legislative session, 
language allowing in-state cultivation of marijuana 
for medicinal purposes was removed from the bill 
in a House committee.  The bill appeared all but 
dead after stalling in a Senate committee before 
supporters added its language to an old Senate 
bill. After its passage in the House, the bill headed 
back to the Senate for approval. But the bill, which 
would have added ailments that could be treated, 
didn't come up for a vote in the Upper Chamber 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/8 6pm 3 minutes The story profiled FMLA and the cost of care 
impacting local families and local businesses. The 
story profiled Ashley Amos, she's a mom and a 
midwife.  Amos gave birth to Hannah in early 
February.  She could have taken 12 weeks off, but 
she wouldn't have gotten paid.  She opted for six 
weeks and used saved up sick and vacation 
time.  Amos says, "That way I could have paid 
vacation the whole time. We really can't afford to 
take more than that."  But Amos admits six weeks 
isn't a lot of time, "You really want to establish 
breast feeding.  It takes a while to get good and 
established and get the baby good at it.  You also 
want to get a supply going before you go back to 
work. Six weeks is not a lot of time to do that."  
In 1993, the federal government signed into law 
the Family Medical Leave Act, or FMLA.  It says 
employers with 50 or more employees need to 
offer 12 weeks of unpaid leave to their workers. 
Three states:  California, Rhode Island and New 
Jersey offer some type of paid leave and half of 
the United States have expanded their own Family 
Medical Leave act to provide unpaid leave to more 
workers; however, Georgia is not one of them. 
The story also profiled James Pettis. He's been in 
the personal homecare business which includes 
an adult daycare in Warner Robins for ten years. 
Pettis says he had great employees and would like 
to offer some type of paid FMLA but says, "If our 
business was forced to offer that, there might not 
be any business at all."  Pettis says “it all boils 
down to margins, the money left over once 
everything gets paid ".  Our margins are so thin in 
the industries that we own and run that we're just 
not financially able to do so," says Pettis. 
This is an issue state lawmakers are taking a look 
at.  According to Liz Flowers with the Senate 
Democratic Caucus, some lawmakers are working 
on legislation involving parental leave.  Flowers 
wasn't ready to share any details, but expected 
something to develop by later this week. 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/16 6pm  2 minutes Coverage of the swearing in of Monica Wilburn as 
municipal judge. Wilburn's been practicing law in 
Warner Robins for nearly ten years and she 
said her main goal is to bring consistency to the 
bench.  
"I want to make sure that anybody that comes 
into my courtroom and comes before me 
understands they're going to be treated the same 
as anybody else facing the same type of charges," 
Wilburn said. She also said she wants to bring 
empathy to the bench by looking at each case and 
trying to understand each situation. She hopes to 
use her new position to help educate the 
community, especially young people. "You don't 
want the long term effects of a felony or a 
misdemeanor or something on your record 
because it prevents you from getting jobs, 
prevents you from entering the military, it 
prevents you from doing so many things," Wilburn 
said. Not only is Wilburn a mother, a wife and now 
judge, but she's also fighting breast cancer. "It has 
been probably the most challenging year of my 
life. Literally a year ago January 7, I was diagnosed 
with breasts cancer," Wilburn said.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close-Up 2/20 Noon-
12:30PM 

30 mins Warner Robins Mayor Randy Toms sat down for a 
one-on-one interview about the issues facing 
Warner Robins, Houston County and Middle 
Georgia. He talked about his first two years in 
office and the accomplishments of the city during 
that time. He was asked about several issues 
being discussed by state legislators including 
casino gambling, possible changes to the civil 
forfeiture law and tax allocation districts. He 
talked about the comprehensive plans involving all 
of the city and county governments in Houston 
County. He addressed the question of any possible 
further annexation by the city of Warner Robins. 
He discussed the importance of Robins Air Force 
Base to the community and the steps being taken 
to protect the Base in the event of the next BRAC. 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/27 6pm  2 minutes Coverage of Ted Cruz campaign rally in Perry and 
Marco Rubio’s campaign visit to Atlanta. The 
newscast also provided results from the 
Republican South Carolina Primary and 
Democratic Caucus in Nevada. 

 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/1 6am noon, 
5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

10 minutes 
total 

Live coverage of Super Tuesday voting and results. 
A live report informed viewers about the polls 
opening in central Georgia. The noon newscast, 
5pm, and 6pm newscast each provided updates 
on voting across the area. The 11pm newscast 
provided results for the presidential preference 
primary as well as results from local races. 
Houston County voted to extend their Education 
SPLOST to pay for some major improvements in 
schools in the next few years. Houston county 
voters had the chance to choose whether or not 
they want the one cent sales tax to continue for 
the next 5 years.  Voters said a big "yes" with 
about 74 percent in favor. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/7 6pm 11pm  3 minutes Warner Robins City Council decided to provide 
additional funds to the Museum of Aviation. This 
comes after the museum had to lay off a few 
employees at the end of January. Right now the 
city gives $315,000 from their hotel-motel tax, 
and the resolution that passed will give another 
$200,000 from that fund. The Museum did not ask 
for the funding, but council wanted to contribute, 
as the Museum promotes tourism. Museum of 
Aviation President Chrissy Miner says this will help 
their programs moving forward.  "It's critical for us 
to preserve our aviation history here in Middle 
Georgia and also to grow our education programs, 
so it's a great step forward for us at the Museum," 
she says. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/7 6pm 1 minute Candidates qualified for upcoming Macon-Bibb 
elections. On the first day of qualifying candidates 
qualified for mayor, sheriff, eight of the nine 
Macon-Bibb commission seats, and four of the 
six Bibb County Board of Education openings. 
Incumbents were interviewed and said they 
expect opponents. The story interviewed many of 
the qualifying candidates. The story informed 
viewers that qualifying continued through Friday, 
March 11, at noon. 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/10 6pm 1 minute State Rep. Nikki Randall says she'll leave the 
House District 142 seat this year. She's held the 
post since 1999. The district represents much of 
the city of Macon. Randall endorsed former state 
senator Miriam Paris for the job. Paris and Gerald 
Harvey both qualified Thursday to run for House 
142. Randall, Paris and Harvey are all Democrats. 
The seat was formerly held by Randall's father, 
William Randall, a civil-rights activist who became 
Bibb County's chief magistrate judge. 

 

http://www.13wmaz.com/news/museum-aviation-cutting-five-jobs/61119760


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/19 through  
3/31 

5pm 6pm 10 minutes Several reports covered developments related to 
the "religious freedom bill" passed through the 
Georgia House and Senate. On March 28, 
Governor Deal vetoed the bill. Critics said the bill 
would sanction discrimination against the LGBT 
community.  The bill says private schools and 
religious leaders cannot be forced to act against 
their religious beliefs. Republican majorities 
passed the bill to broadly protect people acting on 
their religion. It also would have protected clergy 
who won't perform gay marriages and people who 
won't attend a wedding for religious reasons. 
Churches and affiliated religious groups also could 
have declined to serve or hire someone based on 
their faith. The bill's opponents said it excused 
discrimination and could trample local ordinances 
protecting lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
people. Coca-Cola and other big-name Georgia 
companies joined the NFL, prominent Hollywood 
figures and film studios urging Deal to reject the 
proposal. Some threatened to boycott the state if 
Deal didn't veto. 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 3/26 Noon-
12:30PM 

30 minutes Candidates for the District 6 Macon Bibb 
Commission seat appeared on the program to 
discuss their candidacy for office and issues facing 
Macon and Bibb County. Candidates included 
former Bibb County Commissioner Joe Allen, 
Incumbent Ed DeFore and former Macon-Bibb 
Emergency Management Director Donald Druitt. 
Topics discussed by the candidates included the 
$1 MILLION levy study; the Commission’s role in 
reducing gang activity; Minor league baseball; 
Repairing and Refurbishing city auditorium; 
Garbage fees; future SPLOST projects; the Drones 
proposal that the Commission discussed last year; 
and the debate over the Commission’s decision 
regarding the Mayor’s authority to fire 
department heads. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/14 6pm 2 minutes After an 8-month investigation, Georgia's 
Department of Public Safety says Jacksonville 
Police did not run a speed trap. Claire Davis met 
with Jacksonville Police Chief Lewis Smith and 
Telfair County Sheriff Chris Steverson today to 
learn more.  Lewis Smith has been Jacksonville's 
Police Chief for only two weeks. He says before he 
decided to take the job, he was worried about 
complaints that the department ran a speed trap. 
"I've stopped a few of them. The first thing that 
came out of their mouth was “I've heard about 
you guys, operating a speed trap.” I try to tell 
them that I don't know what happened in the 
past, but ma'am I have you here today running 67 
in a 35," said Smith.  But Smith says he's relieved. 
That's after a letter from the Georgia Department 
of Public Safety Commissioner says police did 
nothing wrong. Last year, Telfair County Sheriff 
Chris Steverson said he was looking into 
complaints that the police department was 
running a speed trap. But the letter to Chief Smith 
said the town has complied with Georgia's rules 
for radar speed guns.  "I'm going to make sure 
before I write the ticket it's a good ticket because 
we've got so many people watching us that we're 
just not going to make a bad case," said Smith.  
 
 Sheriff Steverson said more than 80 people file 
complaints against Jacksonville due to speeding 
tickets. But now, he says he's glad there's a new 
chief and hopes to see the department turn 
around. "No problems for us as long as they work 
within the confines of the law and respect peoples 
constitutional rights we won't have any problems. 
But if they begin generating a record number of 
complaints then of course we would have to take 
some action," said Steverson.  Steverson says he 
believes the complaints were still valid. 
Complaints said the town was using speed 
detection to generate revenue.   
But the state says Jacksonville did not violate state 
limits for revenue from speed-limit violations. Last 
year, former Jacksonville Chief Charles Briley said 
he'd done nothing wrong, and he was trying to 
slow down truck traffic on a dangerous stretch of 
road. 
After that, Briley and his wife were arrested and 
charged with stealing a newspaper collection box.  
 

http://twitter.com/rclairedavis


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/15 11pm 2 minutes Macon-Bibb commissioners approved transferring 
over a $1 million within the Bibb Sheriff's budget, 
along with a little more than $300,000 from the 
county's general fund.  Sheriff David Davis says 
the transfer was needed after more than 50 
people took early retirement packages last 
year.  He says with so many vacancies, deputies 
are working more which causes extra overtime. 
Davis says the department is not going over 
budget, but moving money around from project 
funds with leftover cash. Davis says he expects 
this transfer of funds to keep the department's 
budget on track for the remainder of the fiscal 
year.  
 

 
     
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Local Issue: Health   
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/31 11pm 2 minutes A report informed viewers that Sunday night is 
the sign-up deadline for subsidized private 
health insurance under President Barack 
Obama's health care law. Administration officials 
say the deadline is 11:59 p.m. PST, or 2:59 a.m. 
EST Monday. That's for the 38 states using the 
HealthCare.gov website. Fines are going up for 
people who remain uninsured in 2016. The 
minimum penalty is $695 for someone who's 
uninsured the full year. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/5 6pm 15 minutes 
total 

Several reports during the quarter provided 
updates on the Zika virus. On 2/25 13WMAZ 
provided a local report and interview doctors in 
central Georgia. They provided advice on how to 
protect yourself and what it means for expecting 
mothers. "Our midwives have been receiving 
questions almost on a daily basis about the 
virus," says Doctor John Barnes. The questions 
keep coming in as Zika spreads and researchers 
learn more. Right now, we know the virus is 
spread by mosquitoes and can cause birth 
defects like microcephaly. "Microcephaly is only 
diagnosed during an ultrasound. That would be 
small brain and head measurements compared 
to what you would expect at the gestational 
age," says Doctor Barnes. According to 
Barnes, only the Centers for Disease Control 
are able to run blood tests for the Zika virus, 
though some infected people may not show 
symptoms at all. "80-percent of cases are 
asymptomatic, but if you do have symptoms, it 
would be common to have muscle pain, joint 
pain, conjunctivitis, and perhaps a rash." Doctor 
David Harvey of the North Central Health district 
says the best way to protect yourself is to avoid 
traveling to the affected areas. The virus has 
now reached at least 25 countries and territories 
in Latin America and the Caribbean. At least 30 
Americans have been diagnosed with Zika. Dr. 
Harvey says officials tell him they hope to have 
public lab Zika virus testing here in Georgia by 
the end of the month. 

 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/5 11pm 1 minute Coverage of the second annual Teddy Bear Clinic 
in Macon. Kids could bring their own stuffed 
animal or get one there. At registration, the 
patients were weighed, given vaccines and went 
in for x-rays. If it was determined that the animal 
was loved just a little too hard, a cast was 
applied so the animal would heal properly. The 
Children’s Hospital at Navicent Health sponsored 
the event with the goal of getting children more 
familiar with hospital procedures. 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/6 11pm 1 minute After several rounds of a new form of cancer 
therapy, former president Jimmy 
Carter announced at his hometown church 
Sunday that he is no longer receiving cancer 
treatments. Carter, 91, was first diagnosed with 
a form of melanoma that spread to his brain in 
August 2015. After three weeks of a 
special therapy treatment, he announced that 
there were no signs of cancer on his brain. 
 

http://on.11alive.com/1p0xpLu
http://on.11alive.com/1p0xpLu


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/7 5pm 2 minutes One Monroe County mom is aiming to help 
young adults with special needs in her 
community. Martie Brown started the Monroe 
County Special Needs Club six years ago, but she 
says it needs donations and volunteers to keep 
going. The story profiled Kathy Glaze and her 19-
year-old son Thomas, who 
has Asperger's Syndrome -- a developmental 
disorder that makes it challenging for him to 
socialize and communicate. Glaze says the 
Monroe County Special Needs Club has changed 
that, "This club allows the kids or grown-ups to 
be together and be themselves and be accepted 
for that," said Glaze.  The club consists of eight 
young adults with special needs and twice a 
week they go bowling, eat out at restaurants, 
and even go to the gym together.  Without 
funding or enough transportation, Brown says 
it's almost impossible to keep it up and running. 
Brown says she hopes the group gives these 
young adults a chance to build a life for 
themselves. The end of the story provided 
viewers with a way to contact Brown if they 
were interested in supporting her efforts. 
 

Public Service Announcement January-
March 

Various 259 1- minute 
PSAs aired 
   

American Diabetes Association - One Step at a Time 

 
Public Service Announcement 

January-
March 

Various 153 1-minute 
PSAs aired 
 

American Heart Association - Stroke 

Public Service Announcement January-
March 

Various 86 :30 PSAs 
aired 

Cardiac Café -  local benefit to raise money for the 
American Heart Association 

Public Service Announcement January-
March 

Various 5 :30 PSAs 
aired 

American Red Cross 

Public Service Announcement January-
March 

Various 8 1-minute 
PSAs aired 

March of Dimes- Healthy Babies- Encourages prenatal care 
and donating to find cures for diseases that prevent babies 
from being born. 

 

  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 Local Issue: Military  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 2/28 11pm  2 minutes One Houston County World War II veteran 

celebrated his birthday in a big way. Keith 

Morgan turned 93 and Rita Tinner from the non-

profit organization Rolling Thunder invited more 

than 200 motorcycles and cars to caravan down 

the street in honor of his services. Morgan was in 

the Army for three years, serving as a private first 

class in World War II. Hundreds of people -- 

including 14 World War II veterans -- gathered at 

his home in Kathleen to celebrate those good 
memories and his 93rd birthday.  

 
13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/3 5pm 6pm 3 minutes 13WMAZ reported that The Carl Vinson V.A. 

Medical Center in Dublin is making some 
changes. It's getting rid of its Emergency 
Department and Intensive Care Unit. The Director 
of the hospital, Maryalice Morro, says they will 
substitute an urgent care facility for those units. 
That means veterans will have to go to their 
nearest emergency room where they may have 
to pay out of pocket fees. Morro says their 
Emergency Department is just not needed 
anymore because 95 percent of the veterans the 
hospital sees are categorized as urgent care or 
less. "It really doesn't make sense to keep an 
Emergency Department fully staffed with nurses 
and with emergency nurses and physicians when 
really the majority of the work that we're doing is 
urgent care." By the end of March, the I.C.U. will 
be closed. By November, the emergency 
department will be closed. That means veteran 
patients will have to go to their nearest 
emergency center. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/4 6pm 2 minutes Robins Air Force Base released its economic 
impact report Friday on its economic impact on 
the state. 

Robins contributes $2.75 billion to the Georgia 
economy, according to Robins' fiscal 2015 
economic impact statement. 
 
The statement says Robins’ has a workforce of 
21,864. That figure is made up of 13,258 wage 
grade civilians, 5,953 military members, and 
2,653 other employees, the according to the 
report. 
Robins paid about $1.3 billion in salaries. Most of 
that – $910 million – went to civilians working on 
base, while military members netted $381 
million, and non-federal civilians and contract 
employees netted more than $15 million, 
according to the report. 
Robins awarded $5 billion in contracts in 2015, 
$400 million of which went to Georgia firms, the 
report states. 
The top five contractors awarded - Boeing, 
Northrup Grumman, Lockheed Martin, Raytheon 
and General Atomics. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 1/27 and 
2/23 

6pm 5 minutes 
total 

1/27: Facing budget problems, Warner Robins' 
Museum of Aviation says it is laying off 
four employees. According to a letter from the 
museum, they are also closing the "unprofitable" 
Victory Cafe, their small restaurant. According to 
the letter, the museum's new president, Chrissy 
Miner, studied financial records and decided they 
must "significantly reduce their operating 
budget." Miner took over on Jan. 1. The letter 
calls the cuts "difficult but necessary 
decisions." Two of the jobs cut are at the Victory 
Cafe; the other two are administrative jobs, 
according to the museum. One other position in 
the Victory Cafe was impacted, but they are 
moving to a different department. The museum 
employs about 30 people, and the rest are 
volunteers.  
 
 
On 2/23 13WMAZ reported that Warner Robins 
City Council discussed whether or not they'll give 
money to the Museum of Aviation. This comes 
one month after the museum announced they 
were facing financial problems. Council members 
called the special meeting to discuss the center 
alone, although museum officials never asked for 
funds. Mayor Randy Toms brought up the idea as 
a solution to the museums financial problems. 
Plus, he says the city benefits from the tourism 
the facility brings. Right now, the city gives the 
museum $315,000 a year from the hotel-motel 
tax. If the resolution passes, the museum will 
receive another $200,000 from that same fund. "I 



 

 

 

 

 
 

simply want to know who else is contributing. 
Nobody's putting any money in but the city of 
Warner Robins and I'm just opposed to that," 
said Councilman Clifford Holmes. He wants 
museum officials to garner money from other 
agencies as well. The money would be used in 
promotion and advertisement for the museum 
"It's incumbent upon us to take the actions to 
make sure that we advertise the museum and let 
folks know again the crown jewel we have here in 
middle Georgia," said Chrissy Miner, President of 
the Museum of Aviation. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/4 6pm 11pm 2 minutes  

The U.S. military is already beginning to recruit 
women for combat jobs, including as Navy SEALs, 
and could see them serving in previously male-
only Army and Marine Corps infantry units by this 
fall, according to new plans endorsed by Defense 
Secretary Ash Carter and obtained by The 
Associated Press. 

 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/22 5pm 6pm 2 minutes A growing number of states are weighing 
whether to legalize marijuana to treat post-
traumatic stress disorder. But for many veterans, 
the debate is already over.   They're increasingly 
using cannabis even though it remains illegal in 
most states and is unapproved by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs because major 
studies have yet to show it is effective against 
PTSD.   While the research has been 
contradictory and limited, some former members 
of the military say marijuana helps them manage 
their anxiety, insomnia and nightmares. They say 
prescription drugs weren't effective or left them 
feeling like zombies.   Others, though, have seen 
little benefit from pot. And the VA has 
documented a troubling rise in the number of 
PTSD-afflicted veterans who have been 
diagnosed with marijuana dependence, which 
some experts say can hamper recovery from war 

trauma.  

Public Service Announcement January-
March 

Various 4 1-minute 
PSAs aired  

Veterans Affairs – Disability - Discussed the after care 
of veterans and how important it is.  
Veterans Affairs – Honoring our Veterans 

Public Service Announcement January-
March 

Various 2 1-minute 
PSAs aired 

Wounded Warrior Project  



 

 

  Local Issue: Economy  

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/3 6pm 3 minutes The new Kumho Tire plant in Macon is getting 
closer to opening. Crews are busy making test 
tires to work out any bugs. The Kumho plant in 
Macon-Bibb is an enormous state of the art 
operation equipment that's expected to produce 
four million tires like these a year. Human 
resources director Jim Frentheway says.   
Depending on the economy, Kumho leaders are 
looking at adding two more phases. Two more 
facilities as big as the current one with a 
workforce of about one thousand people.  
Leaders at the Charles H. Jones Advanced 
Technology Center on the Central Georgia 
Technical College campus say they're ready to 
train future employees.   They've already used 
machines to train Kumho maintenance workers. 
Other Kumho workers received special training at 
CGT.  The college provides a home for Georgia's 
quick start program, a statewide incentive 
program for businesses aimed at supplying new 
hires with the skills they need to 
succeed.  Central Georgia Tech also prepares 
students on how to handle the latest 
technology...and provides customized 
training.   Pat Topping with the Macon economic 
development commission says now a day’s 
workforce development is critical especially with 
changing work demands.  He calls Kumho the 
biggest thing to hit town since Macon's old 
cigarette factory Brown and Williamson shut 
down.  Topping says, "Since Brown and 
Williamson this has been the largest facility. The 
largest investment that we've had in Macon and 
Bibb so it's substantial boost to this 
economy."  And it's not just about the Kumho 
plant.  Kumho leaders anticipate a grand opening 
sometime this spring. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/9 5pm 6pm 2 minutes More than 32,000 Walmart workers in Atlanta 
will see an increase in their paychecks on 
Thursday, the company said.  The increases are 
part of the company’s two-year $2.7 billion 
investment in “higher pay, better training, clearer 
career paths and additional educational 
opportunities for its workers,” according to a 
news release. 
Nationwide, more than 1.2 million Walmart and 
Sam’s Club associates will receive wage 
increases. That includes 50,000 in the state of 
Georgia.  After the increase, all associates hired 
before January 1 will earn at least $10 an hour, 
the company said. Newly-hired associates hired 
after the first of the year will start at $9 an hour 
and move to $10 an hour after completely a 
training program.  Associates who already earn 
$10 an hour will see annual pay increases in 
March rather than their anniversary 
date.  Anyone who might be earning below the 
new minimum will see their pay increased to 
match it. Those who are at their pay band 
maximum will see a one-time lump sum payment 
equal to 2 percent of their annual pay.  According 
to the release, Walmart operates 211 retail units 
in Georgia, and paid more than $166.9 million in 
taxes in the fiscal year 2015.  In January, Walmart 
announced it would close 269 stores worldwide 
in an effort to sharpen its focus on supercenters 
and e-commerce.  

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/15 5pm 6pm 2 minutes Central City Park is getting an upgrade, and it 
includes a brand new outdoor skate park. The 
city currently has an indoor skate park at Central 
City Park. In the next year, enthusiasts won't 
have to make a trip to Atlanta to experience an 
outdoor park. Not only will the plan attract more 
local skaters, but it could bring riders from across 
the state for competitions. SPLOST funds will take 
care of the $400,000 allocated for the project. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/15 5pm 6pm 2 minutes The new Aldi grocery store in Milledgeville is 
bringing new jobs to the area. The store is 
looking to fill 10-15 positions for its store opening 
in late May. Aldi held a job event at the Holiday 
Inn Express in Milledgeville, where more than 
300 people came out to apply. The Milledgeville 
Aldi is hiring for store associates, shift managers, 
and manager trainees, and the pay ranges from 
$11 to $18 an hour. That's quite a bit more than 
even the federal minimum wage requirement of 
$7.25 an hour, and Georgia's minimum wage is 
even lower -- $5.15 an hour. But Aldi District 
Manager, Synticee Denmark, says it's important 
to Aldi for their employees to be well-
compensated for the work they put in. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/15 6pm 2 minutes Houston County leaders said that business in 
their community is on the rise. Government 
leaders and business owners at Robins Regional 
Outlook on Tuesday talked about what fields are 
booming. Warner Robins Mayor Randy Toms 
spoke about the impact of a new tax allocation 
district. Influenced by Suwanee, Centerville 
Mayor John R. Harley said the city bought 9 acres 
on Houston Lake Blvd. to create a downtown 
area.  Perry Mayor James Faircloth said his city 
has seen $99,752,884 growth in construction 
value within the last two years. The Executive 
Director at Houston County Development 
Authority, Angie Gheesling, said she's seen major 
growth within technology, manufacturing, retail, 
service industry and construction, but she's also 
looking forward to expansions within the logistics 
industry.   Mary Coon's business depends on 
construction. She says she started Raccoon Stone 
Works 17 years ago and creates 250 granite 
counter tops a year. She said focusing on what 
her customers want kept her business alive for 
almost two decades. "When we first opened, we 
were the only ones in Warner Robins that did 
granite counter tops. Now there are probably a 
dozen of them, from little garage companies, 
bigger companies that have adopted doing 
granite as well as other services. So, yes we've 
seen more competition, but it's all healthy," said 
Coon. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 3/16 6pm 2 minutes Multiple Central Georgia governments are 
coming together with one goal-- bringing in more 
business. The I-75 Corridor Council is putting 
together plans they think will benefit all the 
members involved. The group is composed of 
representatives from Houston and Peach 
Counties, Warner Robins, Perry, Fort Valley, and 
Byron, who just agreed to be part of the council 
on Tuesday. They want to build businesses right 
off the exits to encourage people to pull off the 
highway and into their communities. The story 
profiled one business owner that struggles with 
attracting customers from the interstate. The 
partnership among local governments is trying to 
change that.  
 

 
 

CBS FACE THE NATION   Sundays 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. - noon 
 
01/03/16 Guests: Donald Trump, Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Reihan Salam, National Review (2); 

Jonathan Martin, The New York Times (2); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (2); Molly Ball, The 
Atlantic (2); Thomas Donilon, former National Security Advisor, Obama administration (3); Michael 
Morell, CBS News Senior Security Contributor, former Deputy Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
(3) 

 1) Topics include: President Obama’s series of executive actions on gun control; recruitment video 
released by al-Shabaab, an ISIS (ISIL/Daesh)-affiliated terror group, which includes a clip of Donald 
Trump / opinion that radical Islam is on a collision course with the West; what to expect from a Trump 
presidency / political correctness / use of nuclear weaponry as a last resort / spying on allies; contrasts 
and comparisons between Mr. Trump’s immigration plan and that of fellow Republic candidate Senator 
Ted Cruz; Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton / belief that Mrs. Clinton plays the “woman 
card” and is not liked as much by women as he is; plan to spend $2 million per week on political 
advertisements / New Year’s resolution to make the country great again 

 2) Topics include: Donald Trump / impact of Mr. Trump’s candidacy on the Republican Party / Mr. 
Trump’s decision to challenge Senator Cruz on immigration; presidential campaign of Senator Cruz; Mr. 
Trump’s decision to attack former President Bill Clinton and his record with women; recruitment video 
released by al-Shabaab, an ISIS (ISIL/Daesh)-affiliated terror group, which includes a clip of Mr. Trump; 
upcoming primaries / how Republican candidates react to Mr. Trump’s campaign; campaign of Senator 
Bernie Sanders and its impact on Mrs. Clinton 

 3) Topics include: political fallout after Saudi Arabia executed a cleric critical of the Sunni kingdom’s 
treatment of Shiites; news that Ramadi has been partially retaken by Iraqi forces; need for diplomatic 
and military focus to be in Syria; unique and unprecedented challenge posed by ISIS (ISIL, Daesh); 
prediction of the re-emergence of Afghanistan as an issue, due to gains made by the Taliban; reports 
that the United States is spying on Israeli officials 

 
 
01/10/16 Guests: Hillary Clinton, Democratic Presidential Candidate, former Secretary of State (1); Governor Chris 



 

 

Christie (R-NJ), Republican Presidential Candidate (2); Representative Paul Ryan (R-WI), Speaker of the 
House of Representatives (3) (6); Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), Republican Presidential Candidate (4); Peggy 
Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (5); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, CBS News 
Political Analyst (5); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (5); Susan Page, USA Today (5) 

 1) Topics include: recent poll results indicating that her lead is slipping over fellow candidate Senator 
Bernie Sanders in Iowa; most recent batch of Mrs. Clinton’s e-mails released by the State Department 
when she was Secretary of State; differences between her and Senator Sanders’ positions on gun 
control, specifically the question of legal protection for gun manufacturers / response to Senator 
Sanders’ response that he represents a state with high gun ownership / how that differs from Senator 
Clinton’s work with Wall Street; Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump 

 2) Topics include: President Obama’s series of executive actions on gun control / Governor Christie’s 
position on gun control / support for the Second Amendment / National Rifle Association; questions 
concerning whether or not Senator Ted Cruz is eligible to be president; call for the Republican party to 
unite in order to defeat Hillary Clinton; heightened competition between Governor Christie and fellow 
candidate Senator Marco Rubio 

 3) Topics include: President Obama’s series of executive actions on gun control; reasons behind 
yesterday’s poverty summit in Columbia, SC; major policy differences among the Republican presidential 
candidates / relationship between the Republican Party and those who live in poverty 

 4) Topics include: upcoming Iowa caucus; “disconnect between many of the Republicans in Washington 
and the grass roots”; questions concerning whether or not Senator Ted Cruz is eligible to be president; 
Senator Paul’s sponsored legislation on auditing the Federal Reserve 

 5) Topics include: upcoming Iowa caucus / changing relationship between Mr. Trump and Senator Cruz / 
negative opinion establishment Republicans have of Mr. Trump; Speaker Ryan’s poverty summit in 
South Carolina; recent poll results indicating that her lead is slipping over fellow candidate Senator 
Bernie Sanders in Iowa / Mrs. Clinton’s refusal to not “take on Trump” / benefits of the “Bernie 
challenge” for Mrs. Clinton and the Democratic Party 

 6) Topics include: ways to combat the war on poverty / Speaker Ryan’s past mistake of referring to those 
on government assistance as takers 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
01/17/16 Guests: Hillary Clinton, Democratic Presidential Candidate, former Secretary of State (1); Senator Bernie 

Sanders (I-VT), Democratic Presidential Candidate (2); Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), Republican 
Presidential Candidate (3); Governor John Kasich (R-OH), Republican Presidential Candidate (4); Robin 
Wright, Wilson Center, contributor, The New Yorker (5); Margaret Brennan, CBS News Foreign Affairs 
Correspondent (5); Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (6); Tavis Smiley, Host, Tavis Smiley, PBS, author, 
“The Covenant with Black America - Ten Years Later” (6); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (6); 
Molly Ball, The Atlantic (6) 

 1) Topics include: reaction from Republican presidential candidates to the prisoner exchange with Iran / 
question concerning the fate of former FBI agent Robert Levinson, still in Iran; gun control; high levels of 
lead in the Flint, Michigan water supply; claim that Democratic presidential candidate and Senator 
Bernie Sanders’ health care plan will dismantle the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”)   

 2) Topics include: Hillary Clinton’s relationship with Wall Street / opinion that Mrs. Clinton does not have 
a plan for paid family and medical leave; Senator Sanders’ tax plan; reaction to the Clinton campaign’s 
claim that his health care plan will dismantle the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”); reasons why 
Senator Sanders believes that he is the more electable candidate; his view that Donald trump is a 
pathological liar 

 3) Topics include: reaction to the prisoner exchange with Iran / criticism of Iran for how they treated the 
ten American sailors whose boat wandered into Iranian waters; threat posed by ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / role 
of terrorism on the immigration debate / belief that ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) has an understanding of foreign 
immigration practices; opinion that he is the only candidate who can unite the Republican Party; Senator 
Rubio’s purchase of a firearm on Christmas Eve 



 

 

 4) Topics include: Governor Kasich’s reaction to the prisoner exchange with Iran and the way Iran 
treated the ten American sailors whose boat wandered into their waters; New Hampshire poll results 
indicating that he is moving up in the race / article in The National Review suggesting him as a possible 
vice-presidential pick for Donald Trump / plans for the Kasich campaign after the New Hampshire 
primary; praise for South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley’s Republican response to the State of the Union 

 5) Topics include: the prisoner exchange with Iran / America’s relationship with Iran / new sanctions 
imposed on Iran for missile tests / regional reaction in the Middle East to the nuclear deal with Iran 

 6) Topics include: tonight’s Democratic debate in Charleston, SC / Senator Sanders’ rise in the polls / 
mistakes made by the Clinton campaign which have allowed the Sanders campaign to gain ground / 
Senator Sanders’ electability / differences between Senator Sanders and Mrs. Clinton on gun control, 
Wall Street; racial and economic factors in the response to the high levels of lead in the Flint, Michigan 
water supply; state of the Republican race for president / worsening relationship between Donald trump 
and Senator Ted Cruz / South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley’s Republican response to the State of the 
Union 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
01/24/16 Guests: Kris Van Cleave, CBS News Correspondent (1); Marlie Hall, CBS News Correspondent (2); Jericka 

Duncan, CBS News Correspondent (3); Donald Trump, Republican Presidential Candidate (4); Senator 
Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Democratic Presidential Candidate (5); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections 
Director (6); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent (7); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington 
Post (7); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (7); Matt Lewis, The Daily Caller (7) 

 1) a report from Washington, DC on the current conditions there, after yesterday’s record setting 
blizzard 

 2) a report from New York City on the current conditions there, after yesterday’s record setting blizzard 
 3) a report from the Jersey Shore on the current conditions in that region, after yesterday’s record 

setting blizzard 
 4) Topics include: Battleground Tracker results indicating that Mr. Trump is in the lead in Iowa, New 

Hampshire, and South Carolina / reaction to the National Review devoting an entire issue trying to 
convince people not to support him / Mr. Trump’s definition of conservative / fellow Republican 
presidential candidate Senator Ted Cruz of Texas / possibility of former New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg entering the presidential race; criticism of current New York City mayor Bill de Blasio 

 5) Topics include: Battleground Tracker poll results for Iowa, New Hampshire, and South Carolina / 
Senator Sanders’ new political ad / reaction to Bill Clinton’s characterization of his campaign / criticism 
of the Sanders campaign for being too idealistic / important role of the federal government in gun 
control / his proposed Medicare- for-all health care program 

 6) Topics include: analysis of the Battleground Tracker poll results for Republicans and Democrats / 
characteristics of a Trump supporter / Republican poll results for Florida, Texas, and Georgia; reasons 
behind the improved poll numbers for Senator Sanders over Hillary Clinton / questions concerning 
Senator Sanders’ electability 

 7) Topics include: conflict between Mr. Trump and Senator Cruz / anti-endorsements from Republican 
senators against Senator Cruz and the National Review against Mr. Trump / the “Washington 
establishment animus towards Cruz” / status of the other Republican presidential candidates; reasons 
behind Mrs. Clinton’s faltering in the polls / Clinton family history with Latino voters / Senator Sanders’ 
new political ad / appeal of Senator Sanders with young voters; possibility of former New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg entering the presidential race 

 
01/31/16 Guests: Donald Trump, Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), Republican 

Presidential Candidate (2); J. Ann Selzer, President, Selzer & Company, Inc. (3); Nancy Cordes, CBS News 
Congressional Correspondent (4); Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (4); 
Kimberley (Kim) Strassel, The Wall Street Journal (5); Ezra Klein, Vox.com (5); Ben Domenech, The 
Federalist (5); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (5) 



 

 

 1) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s decision not to participate in the most recent FOX News Republican 
debate / recent poll by The Washington Post indicating the high level of anxiety voters have about him / 
tomorrow’s Iowa caucus / criticism of fellow Republican candidate Senator Ted Cruz / Mr. Trump’s 
appeal to voters / potential pitch to supporters of Democratic candidate Senator Bernie Sanders / Mr. 
Trump’s “hidden humility”; support for the Denver Broncos in Super Bowl 50 

 2) Topics include: tomorrow’s Iowa caucus / reaction to being called the “Republican Obama” by 
Senator Cruz / fellow candidate Jeb Bush’s attack ads against Senator Rubio / need to unify the 
Republican Party; immigration reform / criticism of Senator Cruz for how he portrays himself on 
immigration and his other political calculations 

 3) analysis with Ms. Selzer of the results of the Bloomberg Politics / Des Moines Register Iowa poll 
 4) analysis of the Democratic and Republican candidates and their campaigns, ahead of tomorrow’s 

Iowa caucuses  
 5) Topics include: Republican candidates and their campaigns, ahead of the Iowa caucus and the New 

Hampshire primary / Donald Trump’s appeal / immigration debate between Senators Cruz and Rubio; 
Democratic candidates and their campaigns, ahead of the Iowa caucus and the New Hampshire primary 
/ appeal of Senator Sanders / Hillary Clinton and the 2008 primary season / ability of Mr. Trump and 
Senator Sanders to “tap into that rage” of the American voter 

 
FACE THE NATION 
 
02/07/16 Guests: Hillary Clinton, Democratic presidential candidate, former Secretary of State (1); Senator Bernie 

Sanders (I-VT), Democratic presidential candidate (2); DeMaurice Smith, NFL Players Association (3); 
James Brown, CBS News Special Correspondent, The NFL Today (4) 

 1) Topics include: reaction to Republican presidential candidate Senator Marco Rubio’s comments about 
Mrs. Clinton and her position on abortion rights / campaign donations she receives from the financial 
service sector / response to criticism from the Sanders’ campaign over the money she receives from 
Wall Street and for being an “establishment candidate” 

 2) Topics include: reaction to Mrs. Clinton’s criticism of him for his lack of foreign policy experience / 
Middle East foreign policy / Mrs. Clinton’s acceptance of campaign donations from the financial service 
sector / pledge to overturn the “disastrous Citizens United Supreme Court decision” / his fundraising for 
the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee / thoughts on whether or not Mrs. Clinton should 
release the transcripts of her speeches to Wall Street firms 

 3) Topics include: increase in concussion incidents among players / need for the union to continue to 
pressure the National Football league (NFL) to take brain injuries seriously / partnership with Harvard 
University to study chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE) / necessity of the teams to commit to 
treating player injuries 

 4) Topics include: Mr. Brown’s recent interview with Cam Newton, quarterback for the Carolina 
Panthers / Denver Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning / his hope for a “competitive game” 

 
02/14/16 Guests: Donald Trump, Republican presidential candidate (1); Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), Republican 

presidential candidate (2); Jan Crawford, CBS News Chief Legal Correspondent (3); Senator Bernie 
Sanders (I-VT), Democratic presidential candidate (4); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director 
(5); Peggy Noonan, CBS News Contributor, The Wall Street Journal (6); Dan Balz, The Washington Post 
(6); Kim Strassel, The Wall Street Journal (6); Jamelle Bouie, CBS News Political Analyst, Slate Magazine 
(6) 

 1) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s debate performance / criticism of the presidency of George W. Bush for 
the Iraq War / his political ad against fellow Republican candidate Senator Ted Cruz / Mr. Trump’s 
promise not to use profanity anymore / thoughts on the campaign / Mr. Trump’s tax returns / money 
raised during his benefit for veterans 

 2) Topics include: last night’s Republican debate / reasons why Senator Rubio called Senator Cruz a liar / 
former candidate Governor Chris Christie / agreement with fellow Republican candidate Governor John 
Kasich that all of the bickering helps Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton; thoughts on the replacement 



 

 

of Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia / support for Senate Majority leader Mitch McConnell’s decision 
to not move forward with any of President Obama’s nominees / state of his campaign 

  3) a report on the death of Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia  
 4) Topics include: poll results indicating that fellow Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton has a significant 

lead in South Carolina / what the Sanders campaign is doing to attract African-American voters / state of 
the Sanders campaign; Republicans decision to not move on any Supreme Court Justice nominee from 
President Obama; role of superdelegates in the Democratic presidential nominating process 

 5) CBS News Battleground Tracker: analysis of recent poll results in South Carolina for the Republican 
and Democratic presidential candidates 

 6) Topics include: analysis of last night’s Republican debate; impact of Justice Scalia’s death on the 
presidential race and potential impact on upcoming Senate races; Democratic race for president / state 
of the Clinton campaign 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
02/21/16 Guests: Donald Trump, Republican presidential candidate (1); Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), Republican 

presidential candidate (2); Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX), Republican presidential candidate (3); Senator 
Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Democratic presidential candidate (4); Governor John Kasich (R-OH), Republican 
presidential candidate (5); Bob Schieffer, CBS News Political Contributor (6); Susan Page, USA Today (7); 
Ron Brownstein, The Atlantic (7); Reihan Salam, National Review, National Review Institute (7); Mark 
Leibovich, The New York Times Magazine 

 1) Topics include: yesterday’s primary victory in South Carolina / Mr. Trump’s knowledge of foreign 
policy / his position on the Iraq War as having always been opposed to it / Mr. Trump’s questions 
concerning Senator Ted Cruz’s Christianity / his reaction to comments made by Pope Francis concerning 
Mr. Trump’s views on immigration  

 2) Topics include: current state of the Republican race / call for Mr. Trump to be more specific / Senator 
Rubio’s optimism regarding his campaign, even though he has yet to win a primary or caucus 

 3) Topics include: Senator Cruz’s performance in the South Carolina primary / belief that he is the only 
one who can unite the Republican Party and defeat Mr. Trump / response to voters who praise Mr. 
Trump’s experience in the private sector 

 4) Topics include: upcoming South Carolina Democratic primary / state of the Sanders campaign / 
response to voters who feel that Senator Sanders does not have the right kind of experience to be 
president / what the Sanders campaign is doing to attract African-American voters 

 5) Topics include: pitch to voters as to why they should support Governor Kasich / his opposition to Mr. 
Trump’s plan to stop Muslim immigration 

 6) analysis from Mr. Schieffer on the state of the Republican and Democratic races for president and the 
appeal of Donald Trump  

 7) Topics include: possibility of Mr. Trump securing the Republican nomination / campaigns of the other 
Republican candidates / analysis of how Republicans are voting and why/ Super Tuesday / lack of 
endorsements for Mr. Trump from the Republican establishment; the campaigns of Hillary Clinton and 
Senator Sanders 

 
02/28/16 Guests: Donald Trump, Republican presidential candidate (1); Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX), Republican 

presidential candidate (2); Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), Republican presidential candidate (3); Senator 
Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Democratic presidential candidate (4); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections 
Director (5); Peggy Noonan, CBS News Contributor, The Wall Street Journal (6); Jamelle Bouie, CBS News 
Political Analyst, Slate Magazine (6); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (6); Ben Domenech, The 
Federalist (6); David Axelrod, Democratic Strategist, CNN Senior Political Commentator (6) 

 1) Topics include: Mr. Trump’s tweet from this morning, warning the Republican establishment / Mr. 
Trump’s refusal to release his tax returns because he is being audited / belief that he is being targeted 
by the IRS because he is a strong Christian and loves the Tea Party / hiring of foreign workers in Florida / 
need to be very firm with terrorists 



 

 

 2) Topics include: Super Tuesday / fellow Republican candidate Donald Trump / former Republican 
candidate and Governor Chris Christie’s endorsement of Mr. Trump / Senator Cruz’s relationship with 
Mr. Trump / criticism of Mr. Trump for hiring illegal workers in Florida / his immigration policy with 
respect to undocumented workers 

 3) Topics include: reaction to this morning’s headline in The Washington Post about Senator Rubio / 
reasons why his campaign “has gotten a lot scrappier” concerning Mr. Trump / criticism of the media’s 
coverage of Mr. Trump / opinion that Mr. Trump will never be the Republican nominee for president / 
possibility of a contested convention / concern for the future of the Republican Party 

 4) Topics include: response to analysts who claim that there is no plausible way for Senator Sanders to 
secure the nomination / what the Sanders campaign is doing to attract African-American voters / 
optimism about the future of his campaign 

 5) CBS News Battleground Tracker: analysis of recent poll results for Super Tuesday states for both the 
Republican and Democratic presidential candidates 

 6) Topics include: possibility of Mr. Trump securing the Republican nomination / the Rubio campaign’s 
decision to take on Mr. Trump / thoughts on how the Republican Party and fellow candidates should 
react to Mr. Trump / risk of alienating voters when criticizing Mr. Trump / how Democrats feel about 
running against Mr. Trump in the presidential election / thoughts on a matchup between Hillary Clinton 
and Mr. Trump 

 
FACE THE NATION 
 
03/06/16 Guests: Donald Trump, Republican presidential candidate (1); Hillary Clinton, Democratic presidential 

candidate, former Secretary of State (2); Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX), Republican presidential candidate (3); 
Reince Priebus, Chairman, Republican National Committee (4); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections 
Director (5); Molly Ball, The Atlantic (6); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (6); Ezra Klein, Vox.com  
(6); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (6) 

 1) Topics include: impact of Mr. Trump’s campaign on the Republican Party / talk of a contested 
Republican convention / Mr. Trump’s assertion that he is a “unifier”, even though examples of his 
rhetoric suggest otherwise / his position on torture / Mr. Trump’s endorsement by white supremacist 
David Duke and the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) / potential campaign against Democratic presidential candidate 
Hillary Clinton 

 2) Topics include: Mrs. Clinton’s contentment with the status of her campaign / Democratic voter 
turnout during the primary process / commitment to getting the voters back who may be switching from 
Democrats to Republicans; recent developments into the investigation into her e-mail server; two-part 
series in The New York Times, crediting Mrs. Clinton with swaying President Obama into taking action in 
Libya 

 3) Topics include: Senator Cruz’ thoughts on a possible brokered Republican convention / upcoming 
Republican contests in Michigan, Ohio, and Florida / talk of a political alliance to stop Mr. Trump from 
becoming the Republican nominee / opinion that the media wants Mr. Trump to be the nominee / claim 
that certain media outlets are withholding damaging reports on Mr. Trump / crass behavior and words 
at the last Republican debate / Senator Cruz’ belief that Mr. Trump is not a true conservative  / promise 
to support the Republican nominee, no matter what 

 4) Topics include: health of the Republican Party / optimism that the Republican Party will come 
together to defeat Mrs. Clinton / Mr. Priebus’ thoughts on a possible brokered Republican convention / 
promise to support the Republican nominee / Mr. Trump’s success / work done by the Republican Party 
to appeal to Hispanic and African-American voters 

 5) a report on Republican poll results in Michigan and voter reaction to the efforts of the Republican 
establishment to come up with a nominee other than Mr. Trump 

 6) Topics include: call from the Republican establishment to stop Mr. Trump from becoming the 
Republican nominee / Senator Cruz as a possible alternative to Mr. Trump / failure of Senator Marco 
Rubio’s campaign / problems within the Republican Party / call from Mitt Romney and Senator John 
McCain -- both former Republican nominees -- to stop the ascendency of Mr. Trump / pushback from 



 

 

Republican voters to establishment candidates; campaigns of Mrs. Clinton and Senator Bernie Sanders / 
reaction to stories that Democratic voters are crossing over and registering as Republicans in 
Massachusetts and Ohio 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
03/13/16 Guests: Donald Trump, Republican presidential candidate (1); Sopan Deb, reporter, CBS News (2); 

Governor John Kasich (R-OH), Republican presidential candidate (3); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), 
Democratic presidential candidate (4); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (5); Peggy 
Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (6); Michael Duffy, TIME magazine (6); Jeffrey 
Goldberg, The Atlantic (6) (7); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent (6) 

  Guest Interviewer:  Charlie Brooks, producer, CBS News (2) 
 1) Topics include: anger and violence at present at Mr. Trump’s rallies / role he plays, if any, in inciting 

his supporters against protesters; a discussion of “playing the game” – how business leaders use the 
laws of the land to their advantage; Mr. Trump’s criticism of former Republican candidate Dr. Ben 
Carson, who recently endorsed Mr. Trump / criticism of fellow Republican candidate Governor John 
Kasich of Ohio 

 2) an interview with Mr. Deb, the CBS News journalist who was handcuffed and charged with resisting 
arrest after the cancellation of Friday’s rally at the University of Illinois at Chicago by Republican 
frontrunner Donald Trump. 

 3) Topics include: criticism of Mr. Trump for preying on people’s fears / difference between voters who 
are angry and the politicians who poke at that anger; Governor Kasich’s support for free and fair trade; 
his focus on his home state of Ohio / belief that Mr. Trump will not be the Republican nominee 

 4) Topics include: criticism of Mr. Trump for being “an incredibly divisive figure” / reaction to Mr. 
Trump’s accusation that the Sanders campaign is organizing efforts to disrupt Mr. Trump’s rallies / 
response to Mrs. Clinton’s criticism that he came late to the health care reform movement / optimism 
regarding his campaign 

 5) a report on this Tuesday’s Republican presidential primaries in Florida and Ohio, the threats posed to 
Mr. Trump by his fellow candidates, and the efforts of the Republican establishment to thwart Mr. 
Trump  

 6) Topics include: anger and violence at present at Mr. Trump’s rallies / Mr. Trump’s tweet threatening 
to send his supporters over to Senator Sanders’ rallies / the civility displayed at the most recent 
Republican debate / the efforts of the Republican establishment to thwart Mr. Trump; Mrs. Clinton’s 
loss to Senator Sanders in the Michigan primary 

 7) an interview with Mr. Goldberg on his interview with President Obama -- this month’s cover story in 
The Atlantic 

 
03/20/16 Guests: Governor John Kasich (R-OH), Republican presidential candidate (1); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-

VT), Democratic presidential candidate (2); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) (3); Frank Luntz, Republican 
Strategist, CBS Contributor (4); Susan Page, USA Today (5); Jonathan Martin, The New York Times (5); 
Reihan Salam, National Review, National Review Institute (5); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (5); 
Jan Crawford, CBS News Chief Legal Correspondent (6); Miguel Estrada, former Bush Judicial Nominee 
(6) 

 1) Topics include: Governor Kasich’s prediction that none of the Republican candidates will have enough 
delegated, resulting in a contested convention this July / opinion that he is the only one who can beat 
Hillary Clinton in the presidential election / reaction to the suggestion that he should drop out of the 
race / strengths as a candidate; Judge Merrick Garland -- President Obama’s nominee to the Supreme 
Court 

 2) Topics include: Senator Sanders’ path to the Democratic nomination / fellow Democratic candidate 
Hillary Clinton / strategy to appeal to the super delegates at the upcoming convention to switch their 
support from Mrs. Clinton to him 

 3) Topics include: reasons behind Senator Graham’s decision to support Republican presidential 



 

 

candidate Senator Ted Cruz / criticism of Donald Trump for playing on the fears of the American people 
/ belief that Donald Trump will destroy an already divided Republican Party / plea to Governor Kasich to 
drop out of the race 

 4) a discussion with Mr. Luntz on the results of his latest focus group, talking to Florida voters who 
refuse to support both of the two parties’ frontrunners – Democrat presidential candidate Hillary 
Clinton and Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump 

 5) Topics include: state of the Republican race for president / movement to stop Donald Trump from 
securing the Republican nomination / Senator Graham’s change of heart in supporting Senator Cruz / 
Mr. Trump’s use of incendiary language; role of protests in the political process / state of the 
Democratic race for president / potential impact of the divisiveness within the Republican party on the 
Democratic party 

 6) Topics include: Judge Merrick Garland -- President Obama’s nominee to the Supreme Court / Mr. 
Estrada’s opinion that Mr. Garland is qualified and should be confirmed / Senate Republicans 
commitment not to confirm any of President Obama’s nominees / Ms. Crawford’s praise for Republicans 
for being honest about their refusal to confirm 

 
 
03/27/16 Guests: Allen Pizzey, CBS News Correspondent (1); U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry (2); John Miller, 

Deputy Commissioner, Intelligence & Counterterrorism, New York Police Department (NYPD), former 
CBS News Senior Correspondent (3); Representative Michael McCaul (R-TX), Chairman, House Homeland 
Security Committee (4); Michael Morell, CBS News Senior Security Contributor, former Deputy Director, 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (5); Farah Pandith, Council on Foreign Relations (5); Jeffrey Goldberg, 
The Atlantic (5) (6); Jamelle Bouie, CBS News Political Analyst, Slate Magazine (6); Ben Domenech, The 
Federalist (6); Susan Page, USA Today (6) 

 1) a report from Brussels, Belgium on the current situation there after last Tuesday’s (03/22) terror 
attacks at the Brussels airport and the Maelbeek Metro station in central Brussels 

 2) Topics include: Secretary Kerry’s concern over another attack in Europe / continuing threat posed by 
ISIL (Daesh/ISIS) / progress made in the fight against ISIL (Daesh, ISIS) / need for Americans to “exercise 
vigilance” when travelling; working with Russia on a cessation of violence in Syria / reaction to criticism 
of U.S. policy for allowing President Putin to “get a foothold in the Middle East” / support for President 
Obama after he was criticized for sticking with his schedule in Cuba and Argentina after the terror attack 
in Brussels; negative impact of the rhetoric against Muslims from Republicans on U.S. allies and their 
perceptions of America 

 3) Topics include: response by the NYPD after a terrorist attack abroad / threat posed by ISIL (Daesh, 
ISIS) / Commissioner Bratton’s response to the suggestion by Senator Ted Cruz that Muslim 
communities need to be patrolled and secured before they become radicalized 

 4) Topics include: Representative McCaul’s opinion that Europe is “in a pre-9/11 posture” / impact of 
last Tuesday’s terror attacks in Belgium on U.S. homeland security / foreign fighters in America / 
increased security at American subways and airports / response to the suggestion by Senator Cruz that 
Muslim communities need to be patrolled and secured before they become radicalized 

 5) Topics include: implication of last Tuesday’s terror attacks in Brussels / identity crisis for European 
Muslims / ISIS’s goal in the West to convince Muslims that there is no place for them in Western society 
/ how the United States could help with counterterrorism in Europe / President Obama’s decision to 
stick with his schedule in Cuba and Argentina after the terror attack in Brussels 

 6) Topics include: Senator Bernie Sanders’ victories in the Washington State, Hawaii, and Alaska 
Democratic caucuses / what the Sanders campaign means for the future of the Democratic Party / 
impact of his victories on Hillary Clinton’s campaign / Mrs. Clinton’s decision to pivot her focus to the 
general election; “back and forth” this past week between Donald Trump and Senator Cruz over their 
wives / Mr. Trump’s negative net favorability rating among women voters / explanation from Mr. 
Domenech on the delegate question for Republicans should Mr. Trump not achieve the number of 
delegates needed to clinch the nomination / role of Governor John Kasich’s campaign in the battle for 
the nomination / takeaways from Mr. Trump’s recent interviews on foreign policy 


