
Quarterly Issues Programs List for 
WPHM, Port Huron

April 1st – June 30th, 2019

Section I Issues 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in the second 
quarter of 2019:

A. Infrastructure spending and the state budget

B. Regional economic development 

C. East China and Croswell school elections

D. Flooding in the Cottrellville and Clay Township area

E. Impact of new power plant on local economy

F. Vacancy on the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners

G. Increase in vaccine preventable diseases

H. Changes in state and local fireworks ordinances

I.  Recreational marijuana regulations in Port Huron

J. Local Community Events and Fundraisers

Section II Responsive Programs

A. Infrastructure spending and the state budget

Michigan's Lieutenant Governor visited Port Huron Friday, April 12th, to share information about the 
Whitmer Administration's budget with local government and business leaders. Among the items 
discussed was a proposed 45-cent per gallon gas tax hike that would direct nearly $2.5 billion into the 
state's transportation fund, ending what Gilchrist called a "shell game" funding structure that took 
dollars away from the general and school aid funds. Gilchrist says he is now waiting to see what 
Republicans in the State House and Senate can put forward to help generate road revenue. Leaders in 
the state legislature have voiced their opposition to the tax hike, with Gilchrist saying he is looking 
forward to hear the Republican plan for the roads. When asked about the likelihood of the gas tax being
approved, Gilchrist stated he his confident that plan put forward by the Whitmer administration can be 
passed by lawmakers. Gilchrist's interview was featured in public affairs programming that aired April 
13 and 14th and during WPHM news Monday April 15th.

Local school district officials are in the process of putting together next year's budget, but many details 
from the State of Michigan are still up in the air. Kevin Miller, superintendent of the St. Clair County 



Regional Education Service Agency, says himself and other local school superintendents are waiting to 
hear how much per-pupil state aid their districts will receive. He says a proposed budget is usually 
delivered in May but he has yet to see one. Miller adds it is likely the partisan divide over a proposed 
45-cent per gallon gas tax is slowing things down at the state capitol, but remains optimistic that the 
governor's office and legislature can come to an agreement. Kevin Miller was featured duing WPHM 
news on April 18th and public affairs programming that aired May 25th and 26th. 

Local State Representative Shane Hernandez, who is the state house appropriations chairman, says a 
republican version of the budget will not include a 45-cent gas tax as proposed by the Governor. 
Hernandez says he and his colleagues are working to craft their own road funding plan that would not 
raise taxes.  He says instead he'd like to focus on eliminating waste in state departments and using 
better materials to build infrastructure. Hernandez also reacted to an idea by an Oakland County State 
Representative to sell the state-owned half of the Blue Water Bridge in Port Huron. Hernandez, said it 
might not be the best way to fix potholes but he is interested in finding out how much it's worth. Shane 
Hernandez was featured during WPHM news on June 7th and in public affairs programming that aired 
June 8th and 9th. 

B. Regional economic development 

New population data shows St. Clair County is leading the way in attracting college students to return 
home. Dan Casey, CEO of the Economic Development Alliance of St. Clair County, says the region has
the highest amount of net migration on a per-capita basis of any county in Michigan. Casey says many 
young people are choosing where they want to live before they find a job. He adds that the Blue Water 
Area has a lot to offer as far as recreation and a small town atmosphere, while still being close to the 
metro Detroit area. Dan Casey was featured during WPHM news April 3rd and in public affairs 
programming that aired April 6th and 7th. 

Some new stores and restaurants are coming to Port Huron Township. Supervisor Bob Lewandowski, 
says a discount store called Ollie's Bargain Outlet will moving into the Kroger plaza on 24th street. 
Ollie's is one of the largest retailers of closeout merchandise and has over 300 locations nationwide. 
Lewandowski also says a couple of new restaurants will soon be calling the township home, including 
a Mediterranean restaurant in the former Loxton's restaurant on Lapeer and a tropical smoothie cafe on 
24th Street. Meanwhile, the township continues to market the potential redevelopment of the former K-
mart store on 32nd Street. Bob Lewandowski was featured during WPHM news April 17th and in public
affairs programming that aired April 20th and 21st. 

Progress is being made on an 8-story tall condo building in Downtown Port Huron. Lee Stevens, lead 
architect for Blue Water View Condos, says contractors are currently working to install the building's 
glass windows, which is one of the many local contractors working on the site. Stevens says as each 
floor becomes enclosed, work will transfer the interior of the building. The Blue Water View Condos 
building features four units per floor with the exception of the top floor which has two penthouses. 
Stevens adds that he hopes to have a model unit completed by the end of summer with the rest of the 
building to follow suit later this year. Lee Stevens was featured during WPHM News April 26th and in 
public affairs programming that aired April 27th and 28th.  

The Ballroom at City Flats Hotel in Downtown Port Huron inside the former Michigan National Bank 
Building officially opened May 10th. Chuck Reid, owner of City Flats Hotel says the venue is already 
booked nearly every weekend this summer and hopes to welcome it's first guests in the hotel's 18 



boutique rooms later this year. .  Meanwhile, a floating bar called the Fair Weather Grill” is expected to
open this summer. Reid also owns Sperry's Moviehouse in Downtown Port Huron which is in the 
process of opening a sister location in Holland, Michigan. Reid was featured in WPHM News May 13th

and during Public Affairs programming that aired May 18th and 19th. 

The owners of the Country Style Marketplace in Fort Gratiot Township announced their intent to keep 
their Fort Gratiot Township location open after a new store comes on line in Downtown Port Huron. 
Owner Steve Fernandez says after hearing from their loyal customers, him and partner Michelle Jones 
plan to keep the doors open at the Fort Gratiot store. Fernandez says work continues on the future home
of the downtown site, located at the corner of Grand River and Huron Avenues. Steve Fernandez was 
featured during WPHM news May 9th and in public affairs programming that aired May 25th and 26th .

C. East China and Croswell school elections

A handful of municipalities and school districts had elections on Tuesday, May 7th. In the East China 
School District, officials are seeking a $148-million bond that would fund a new school campus on 
Misner Road in East China Township. It would cost taxpayers 2.7 mills and if approved, would result 
in the consolidation of both St. Clair and Marine City's Middle and High Schools. Meanwhile in the 
Croswell-Lexington District, a millage is also on the ballot this coming Tuesday that would be 
dedicated to building repairs. School officials say the 0.9 mill sinking would raise $4.9 million and 
would fund the construction and repair of school buildings and the acquisition of new technology. A 
preview of the elections was featured in public affairs programming that aired May 4th and 5th. The East
China bond was ultimately turned down by voters, while the Croswell-Lexington sinking fund was 
approved. Results of the election were announced during WPHM news May 8th. 

D. Flooding in the Cottrellville and Clay Township area

Emergency management officials have offered some words of advise to county residents who may be 
experiencing flooding to due to rising water levels on the St. Clair River and Lake St. Clair this Spring. 
Justin Westmiller, head of the St. Clair County Office of Emergency Management, says residents need 
to make a contingency plan in the event of evacuations. Westmiller says that water levels could 
continue to increase through the summer, impacting low lying areas of the county such as Algonac, 
Harsens Island, and the surrounding areas. He also shared contact information for those who need 
assistance due the flooding. Justin Westmiller's conversation as featured in public affairs programming 
that aired May 11th and 12th. WPHM also issued several updates to the flooding situation during 
newscasts in April, May, and June. 

E. Impact of new power plant on local economy

DTE Energy says work is on schedule for an early 2022 opening of a new gas-fired power plant in St. 
Clair County's East China Township. Officials from the utility walked the site June 12th with members 
of the media, where hundreds of steel pilings were being driven to support the new power plant's jet-
engines and steam turbines that will be used to generate electricity. Michael Banks will be the plant 
manager of the new Blue Water Energy Center and says once the below-ground work is done, crews 
will turn their attention to the plants super-structure. Nearby residents will see multiple cranes at the 
site, however once completed, the power plant will be much shorter than the neighboring Belle River 
Plant. Currently 200-300 workers are at the site and once completed, the Blue Water Energy Center will



employ 30-40 full time employees. Michael Banks was featured during WPHM news June 13th and in 
public affairs programming that aired June 15th and 16th. 

F. Vacancy on the St. Clair County Board of Commissioners

The St. Clair County Board of Commissioners have named a new representative for the 2nd commission
district. Jorja Baldwin, current Fort Gratiot Township Supervisor, was selected to fill the seat during a 
meeting of the board of commissioners Thursday June 20th. This comes after the resignation of 
commissioner Karl Tomion in May. County Board of Commissioners Chairman Jeff Bohm says six 
applicants applied for the position with the board performing interviews and narrowing the field down 
to three finalists. Baldwin was elected among the commissioners present at the June 20th meeting in a 4 
to 1 ballot vote. The second commission district includes the northern half of the City of Port Huron as 
well as Fort Gratiot and Burtchville Townships. Conversations with both Bohm and Baldwin were 
featured during WPHM news on June 21st and during public affairs programming that aired June 22nd 
and 23rd. 

G. Increase in vaccine preventable diseases

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services confirmed eight additional measles cases in 
April, bringing the state total to over 30 for 2019. Dr Annette Mercantante, who heads the St. Clair 
County Health Department says the measles vaccine is highly effective and safe, and that both children 
and adults should be vaccinated for the disease. A single dose of measles vaccine protects about 95 
percent of children, but after two doses, almost 100 percent are immune. Dr. Mercantante was featured 
in public affairs programming that aired April 6th and 7th. 

H. Changes in state and local fireworks ordinances

A proposed City of Port Huron ordinance seeks to increase the penalty for discharging fireworks late at 
night and outside of city-defined holidays. Mayor Pauline Repp says the revised ordinance would 
increase the penalty for violators from $500 to $1000. Repp also says it would set an earlier cut-off 
time of 11:45pm for fireworks celebrations in the city. The new ordinance would cut back on the 
amount of dates fireworks can be set off from all national holidays to a select few, including New 
Year's eve, Memorial Day, Labor Day, and the week leading up to Fourth of July. A first reading of the 
ordinance was  held Monday June 24th. Repp's conversation was featured during WPHM news June 26th

and in public affairs programming that aired June 29th and 30th. 

I.  Recreational marijuana regulations in Port Huron

The City of Port Huron is having initial discussions about the impacts of a legalized marijuana ballot 
initiative approved by Michigan voters last year. Mayor Pauline Repp says council will be briefed on 
pending legislation during a special session meeting of Port Huron City Council on July 1st. She says 
the city will need to choose whether or not to allow recreational marijuana businesses such as 
marijuana shops and growing operations. A preview of the July 1st meeting aired during public affairs 
programming June 29th and 30th and during WPHM news on July 1st. 



J. Local Community Events and Fundraisers

The Following Public Service Announcements aired on WPHM:

• Dateline Schools, a daily local schools feature by St. Clair County RESA that airs at 6:25am
• Lake Huron Foundation pink ribbon golf outing on June 20th
• Port Huron Lions Club solstice festival June 22nd
• Thumb Area Walleye Club youth fishing day
• Lexington United Methodist church special worship services
• Summer Concert by Port Huron Schubert Male Chorus June 16th

• Port Huron Memorial Day Parade
• Free summer kids programs at Relevant Church in Marine City June 24-27th

• Fashion Show Fundraiser for the Women's Life Chapter 812 on June 14th.
• Free food distribution at Holy Trinity Parish in Port Huron June 10th and 27th

• Croswell-Lexington Pioneer touchdown classic on July 20th

• A memorial day tribute at the St. Clair County Farm Museum
• Feast of the St. Claire festival in Pine Grove Park on Memorial Day weekend.
• Dementia and Alzheimers Resource Committee fundraiser May 18th

• Blue Water Chapter of Retired School Personnel meeting May 15th

• Lexington Meyer Elementary School presentation of The Edge of the Night May 16th-17th 
• A home and garden sale fundraiser at Carsonville United Methodist Church May 18th

• Smiths Creek Masonic Lodge all you can eat pancake breakfast on Sunday May 12th

• Blue Water Area Humane Society indoor yard sale on May 3rd-4th

• Woman's Life Chapter 855 pantry project May 19th

• Port Huron Catholic class of 1969 reunion
• Sanilac County Band Festival for junior high school bands April 16th

• Festival concert series at First United Methodist Church in Port Huron
• Blue Water Doll Club doll show and fundraiser April 13th

• Walk/run fundraiser for ALS awareness May 18th in Lexington
• SC4 Nursing department  hosts a conference on Human Trafficking on April 8th

• New Life Christian Academy spring open house Tuesday April 23rd.
• Thumb Area Walleye Club fishing contest April 28th

• 14th Annual Walk for Meals at the Birchwood Mall April 6th

• St. Clair County 4-H robotics club bowling fundraiser. 

Program Descriptions

WPHM news airs every half hour Monday through Friday between 6am and 10am, and hourly 10am-
1pm and 4pm-7pm. WPHM news consists of 3-5 stories of local and state interest. 

The WPHM Morning Show is hosted by Paul Miller and airs weekdays between 6am and 10am. The 
WPHM Morning Show features local and national guests talking about a variety of issues.



The Dennis Stuckey Show is a local sports talk show that airs weekdays between 5pm and 7pm.

Brownfield Agribusiness reports include news and interviews about issues affecting farmers in 
Michigan. Brownfield reports air weekdays at 5:30am, 9:20am, 3:05pm, and 5:30pm.

Public service announcements are 30 seconds in length and air throughout the day on WPHM 
highlighting local issues and events.

The Blue Water Beat, WPHM's public affairs program, airs Saturdays and Sundays throughout the 
day. Each Blue Water Beat consists of a community leader talking about a specific topic or issue. See 
addendum for specific air times


