
Quarterly Issues Programs List for 
WPHM, Port Huron

January 1st – March 31st, 2019

Section I Issues 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in the first 
quarter of 2019:

A. Unfunded liability legislation and its effects on the City of Port Huron

B. Downtown Port Huron revitalization

C. Effects of the federal government shutdown

D. Issues regarding City of Port Huron neighborhoods

E. Police department community involvement

F. Potential redistricting of area state house seats

G. Funding school improvements in both the Croswell-Lexington and East China school districts

H. Improvements to Fort Gratiot Township parks and recreation assets

I. Future use of former Marysville Power Plant site 

J. Local Community Events and Fundraisers

Section II Responsive Programs

A. Unfunded liability legislation and its effects on the City of Port Huron

Port Huron City Manager James Freed was interviewed regarding the approval of a bill that would help
Michigan cities deal with unfunded pension and health care liabilities. Approved by both the Michigan 
House of Representatives and Senate last month, and signed by outgoing Governor Rick Snyder before 
his term expired, Senate Bill 838 allows municipalities such as Port Huron refinance their unfunded 
retiree benefits. Freed says the process began several years ago and that the city of Port Huron has a 
total of $111-million in unfunded retiree pension and healthcare costs. Freed was featured in public 
affairs programming that aired January 5th and 6th.

B. Downtown Port Huron revitalization

The new owners of Country Style Marketplace, who are in the process of preparing the former 
Woolworth's building in Downtown Port Huron for their store, were interviewed to provide an update 
on the project. Owner Steve Fernandez and partner Michelle Jones purchased the building earlier this 
year with plans to bring the Fort Gratiot Township store to the downtown location. Fernandez says a 



number of details, including where customers will park and how they will transport groceries to their 
vehicles, are still in the process of being sorted out. Fernandez says more parking will be available once
the City of Port Huron rebuilds Michigan Street which is scheduled to occur later this year. The project 
would add angle parking spots along Michigan between Quay and Grand River. Fernandez was 
featured in public affairs programming that aired January 12th and 13th. 

The Port Huron Downtown Development Authority met Tuesday, February 19th, where City Manager 
James Freed was interviewed about a multi-million dollar street construction project in Downtown Port
Huron. Portions of both Michigan and Quay streets will be totally reconstructed with a cost of $3.3 
million. At the meeting, the DDA committed $500,000 to cover a portion of the expenses for the total 
reconstruction of both Michigan and Quay Streets. Additional funds will come from the city's utilities 
department. Freed says angled parking will be installed on Michigan adding 23 additional spots and the
traffic lights at both McMorran and Grand River will be removed and replaced with four way stops. 
Freed's interview was featured in public affairs programming that aired February 23rd and 24th. 

C. Effects of the federal government shutdown

The United Way of St. Clair County and Mid City Nutrition teamed up to help families in need due to 
the ongoing government shut down. Mid City Nutrition's Susan Bennett says they are in need of food 
donations to help distribute to affected families. The United Way's Brent Gillette was also interviewed 
where he shared information about how to get help paying for utility bills. Both Bennett and Gillette 
were featured in public affairs programming that aired January 19th and 20th.

D. Issues regarding City of Port Huron neighborhoods

Port Huron City Council considered ordinances regarding the use of electronic cigarettes by minors and
park closing times. Port Huron City Manager James Freed announced the city is drafting an ordinance 
which would ban the sale of electronic cigarettes to minors. Freed also talked about a failed effort to set
a consistent closing times for city parks, beaches, and pools. He says council has tabled the measure for
the time being at the request of many neighborhood residents. Freed was featured in public affairs 
programming that aired January 26th and 27th. 

Port Huron City Council held a goal setting session Tuesday, February 19th, and Port Huron Mayor 
Pauline Repp was interviewed to preview the event. Those who had suggestions to benefit the city were
asked to share their ideas with council. Repp says some of her priorities for 2019 will be strengthening 
neighborhoods and adding more parks and recreation. Repp was featured in public affairs programming
that aired February 15th and 16th.

Residents of Port  Huron's Old Town neighborhood announced their opposition to a proposal to rezone 
the First Congregational Church property from residential to commercial. The Center of Port Huron is 
non-profit that provides health and addiction services from inside the church building in the 700 block 
of Court Street. City Manager James Freed says the property will need to be rezoned in order for The 
Center to continue operations at the site, and thinks there are other locations that may be better suited. 
Freed said the issue will be taken up by the Port Huron Planning Commission and was featured in 
pubic affairs programming that aired March 23rd and 24th. Later that month, it was announced that the 
church withdrew their re-zoning request. Port Huron Mayor Pauline Repp shared her thoughts on the 
issue and was featured in public affairs programming that aired March 30th and 31st.



E. Police department community involvement

The Port Huron Police Department announced a new way for residents to dispose of unused or 
unwanted prescription drugs. Port Huron Police Chief Joe Platzer was interviewed about a new public 
drop box for the community to dispose of pills. Platzer said proper disposal of pills helps fight the 
growing use of prescription pain killers, as it take them out of homes and off the streets. The box was 
donated by the CVS corporation and is located in the Police Department. Platzer's interview was 
featured in public affairs programming that aired January 12th and 13th. 

The Port Huron Police Department is inviting graduating high school seniors to participate in their 
cadet program. Port Huron police cadets answer phones and man the front desk at the police 
department, take police reports, and help with parking enforcement. Sargent Doug Decker was 
interviewed about the program and shared the qualifications and requirements to be a cadet. Decker 
was featured in public affairs programming that aired March 2nd and 3rd. 

F. Potential redistricting of area state house seats

An area state representative district could have been redrawn as a result of a proposed settlement in 
lawsuit between the State of Michigan and League of Women Voters. M-Live capitol reporter Lauren 
Gibbons was interviewed and said one of the districts accused of being gerrymandered is the 32nd state
representative district, currently held by Pamela Hornberger which includes portions of northern 
Macomb and St. Clair Counties. Gibbons was featured in public affairs programming that aired 
February 2nd and 3rd. A settlement was not reached and the case is expected to be taken up by the 
Michigan Supreme Court.

G. Funding school improvements in both the Croswell-Lexington and East China districts

The Croswell-Lexington Community School District is looking to improve district buildings through a 
sinking fund bond proposal that will be placed on the May Ballot. According to Superintendent Dan 
Gilbertson, the 10 year, $4.9 million sinking fund proposal will result in property owners in the Cros-
Lex district paying .9 mills to fund repairs to the districts' facilities. Gilbertson's interview was featured
in public affairs programming that aired February 9th and 10th.

The East China School District is expected to consolidate district's two middle schools and high 
schools. In a bond proposal that will be placed on the May Ballot, voters will be asked to approve a 
$148 million proposal to construct a new combined middle school and high school building, taking the 
place of St. Clair and Marine City's middle and high schools. Superintendent Suzanne Cybulla says it is
the district's attempt to adjust to declining enrollment. Cybulla was featured in public affairs 
programming that aired March 16th and 17th. 

H. Improvements to Fort Gratiot Township parks and recreation assets

Fort Gratiot Townships is the recipient of funds from an area foundation to help improve the North 
River Road Park. Supervisor Jorja Baldwin was interviewed about the announcement and says the 
park's tennis courts will be re-purposed with help from the St. Clair County Community Foundation 
and the Ralph C. Wilson Junior Foundation. The tennis courts will become roller hockey, basketball, 
and pickle-ball courts, according to Baldwin, who says it's part of a larger goal to revitalize the North 
River Road park. Baldwin was featured in public affairs programming that aired March 9th and 10th. 



I. Future use of former Marysville Power Plant site 

Marysville Mayor Dan Damman announced March 1st that land that once housed the Marysville Power 
Plant is available for development. The parcel is owned by the Commercial Development Corporation 
who imploded the power plant in October of 2015 . Since then, the site has been at the center of a legal 
dispute between the property owner and several subcontractors. The property has been prized for both 
its commercial and industrial potential, as it sits on an active rail line and has access to a deep water 
port. Damman says he believes the site is best suited for a mixed use development that could bring 
tourists to the region, and was featured in public affairs programming that aired March 2nd and 3rd. 

At the St. Clair County State of the County Address Friday March 22nd, it was announced that 
the developer of the St. Clair Inn and Hotel Harrington would purchase the former Marysville Power 
Plant site. The two parcels of land, which includes 30 acres along the St. Clair River and 22 acres on 
the other side of Gratiot Boulevard, is currently owned by the Commercial Development Corporation. 
Preliminary plans for the site include retail and condos, according to Jeff Katofsky, who was 
interviewed for a public affairs programs hat aired March 23rd and 24th.

J. Local Community Events and Fundraisers

The Following Public Service Announcements aired on WPHM:

• Dateline Schools, an education feature of St. Clair County RESA that airs weekdays at 6:20am 
on WPHM.

• CPR and First Aid training presented by the Marysville Fire Department February 24th

• Blue Water Young Professional's bed races on January 26th

• Divorce care weekly seminar at Colonial Woods Missionary Church
• Blue Water Humane Society's low cost vaccination clinic January 19th

• Marysville Knights of Columbus youth free-throw competition January 11th

• New Life Christian Academy's spaghetti dinner fundraiser January 18th

• Citizens for a Vibrant Community's annual calendar fundraiser in January
• Sanilac County department of Veteran's Affairs annual donation drive in February
• League of Catholic Women's children's concert and story telling event February 10th

• Women's life chapter 820 community heros celebration February 28th

• Marysville Friends of the Arts' annual chilli cook off February 9th

• Saline fiddlers concert at First United Methodist Church in Port Huron on January 26th

• All you can eat soup and chili cook off January 25th at Yale Senior Center.
• New Life Christian Academy's annual celebration March 1st

• St. Clair County Parks and Recreation's Farm Museum “cabin fever” festival February 9th.
• Saniliac County band festival on February 20th at Sandusky High School
• Smith's Creek Masonic Lodge all you can eat pancake breakfast February 10th

• An Irish stew fundraiser for the Carsonville United Methodist Church March 9th
• The Thumb Area walleye club's vertical jigging seminar March 10th
• Marysville's high school musical March 14-17th

• A discussion about trauma and it's impacts taking place March 14th in Port Huron
• An Irish fundraiser to benefit the People's Clinic of Port Huron on March 13th

• Port Huron Northern High School's spring musical on March 15th

• Grief-share support group at Colonial Woods Missionary Church every Monday



• Westminster church's concert series February 10th

• Blue Water Area Humane Society's charity auction on March 9th

• Blue Water Area Humane Society's indoor flea market March 23rd

• Port Huron Senior Centers' March Mania auction on March 22nd

• Blue Water Community Action's Walk for Warmth on March 2nd

• Sparlingville Baptist Church free movie night March 8th

• National Vietnam War Veterans remembrance ceremony on March 29th

• Women's Life chapter 855 bowling fundraiser on March 31st

• St. Clair County Retirees Association annual luncheon meeting Wednesday April 3rd

Program Descriptions

WPHM news airs every half hour Monday through Friday between 6am and 10am, and hourly 10am-
1pm and 4pm-7pm. WPHM news consists of 3-5 stories of local and state interest. 

The WPHM Morning Show is hosted by Paul Miller and airs weekdays between 6am and 10am. The 
WPHM Morning Show features local and national guests talking about a variety of issues.

The Dennis Stuckey Show is a local sports talk show that airs weekdays between 5pm and 7pm.

Brownfield Agribusiness reports include news and interviews about issues affecting farmers in 
Michigan. Brownfield reports air weekdays at 5:30am, 9:20am, 3:05pm, and 5:30pm.

Public service announcements are 30 seconds in length and air throughout the day on WPHM 
highlighting local issues and events.

The Blue Water Beat, WPHM's public affairs program, airs Saturdays and Sundays throughout the day. 
Each Blue Water Beat consists of a community leader talking about a specific topic or issue. See 
addendum for specific air times


