
Quarterly Issues Programs List for 
WPHM, Port Huron

July 1st – September 30th 2019 

Section I Issues 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in the third 
quarter of 2019:

A. Implications of marijuana legalization

B. Attracting visitors to the St. Clair area

C. Developing a regional trail network

D. Sale of a local scout camp

E. Teenage health concerns

F. Upgrades to local school buildings

G. Supporting local agriculture 

H. Road repairs and traffic safety

I. Child abuse and neglect prevention

Section II Responsive Programs

A. Implications of marijuana legalization

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: July 5-6, 2019 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

The City of Port Huron is considering the implications of a legal recreational marijuana ballot proposal 
that was passed by Michigan voters this past year. Mayor Pauline Repp says the city will need to decide
whether or not to allow businesses such as marijuana retailers and growing operations in the city. Port 
Huron City Council will need to decide whether or not to opt-in or opt-out of allowing recreational 
marijuana related businesses by the end of the year. Repp says all Michigan cities under the legalization
referendum that was passed last fall, are automatically opted-in for recreational marijuana businesses 
unless they choose otherwise. 

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: August 17-18, 2019 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Two local communities are saying no to marijuana related businesses. Port Huron and Marysville are 
considering ordinances which would not allow recreational pot shops and growing operations in their 



cities. Both communities held first readings of their respective ordinances this past week. Marysville 
Mayor Dan Damman says this stems from some inconsistencies with the statewide legalization of 
marijuana that was approved by Michigan voters last year. Marysville will be opting out of the law 
indefinitely. Meanwhile, Port Huron's ordinance will sunset in approximately more time. Port Huron 
Mayor Pauline Repp says it will give council “More time to get it right.”

B. Attracting visitors to the St. Clair area

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: July 27-28, 2019 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

The developers of the St. Clair Inn say the refurbished hotel and resort is could open to it's first guests 
in September. Rick Barreca, business partner with Jeff Katofsky, says the St. Clair Inn project - which 
was expected to open in the spring of this year - has taken some twists and turns but they have stayed 
true to their original vision.Barrecca says representatives from Mariott toured the property last week, 
and that him and Katofsky have been given a tentative start date of September 19th for the entire 
property to be open. The St. Clair Inn, purchased by Katofsky and Barreca's group in 2016, is expected 
to feature 109 rooms as well as three guest cottages, a ballroom, restaurant, and speak-easy style pub. 

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: September 21-22, 2019 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

The St. Clair Inn will welcome its first guests September 28th, and owner Jeff Katofsky says they are 
ready to go. During a media tour, contractors were finishing work on the historic side of the building, 
including the St. Clair Inn's ballroom. Katofsky says the first event at the Inn will be a wedding. He 
says work remains on the south tower, the section of the hotel that was added on to recently. When 
completed the St. Clair Inn will feature 109 rooms as well as a half dozen restaurants and bars, and 
three cottages available for rental.

C. Developing a regional trail network

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: August 3-4, 2019 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Connecting area communities with a statewide trail network is one of the goals of the Community 
Foundation of St. Clair County. CEO of the foundation, Randy Maiers, says he would like to see a 
regional trail network connecting St. Clair and Sanilac Counties to points to our south and west. Maiers
also says the foundation has funds available to help local communities build out the network. Maiers 
also says the  foundation is in the process of transferring operations of the Blue Water River Walk to the
St. Clair County Department of Parks and Recreation.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: September 21-22, 2019 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Seventy bicycle riders completed their trek Ocober 19th from South Haven to Port Huron in the 
inaugural cross-peninsula ride along the Great Lake to Lake Trail. About 200 miles of that trail is 
complete, but many sections of the pathway still need to be connected. St. Clair County Director of 
Parks and Recreation Mark Brochu says one of those gaps is in St. Clair County between the Bridge to 



Bay Trail and the Macomb Orchard Trail. Brochu says the plan is to extend the trail to St. Clair via 
Fred Moore Highway. From there, riders will be able to head north on the Bridge to Bay Trail to Port 
Huron.

D. Sale of a local scout camp

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: August 10-11, 2019 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

A 70-plus year old scout camp in St. Clair County's Grant Township could become gravel mine 
according to executives from the Boy Scouts of America. Michigan Crossroads Council executive Don 
Shepard fielded questions this past week from the local scouting community regarding the potential 
sale of Silver Trails Scout Reservation in Jeddo. Shepard says there is a purchase agreement in place to 
sell the camp for a gravel quarry operation for $1.8 million.Shepard says that money would then be 
used for capitol improvements at seven other scout camps in the lower peninsula of Michigan, 
including a camp located in Lapeer County's Metamora Township.

Name: WPHM News Run Time: 3 minutes
Date: September 17, 2019 Air Time: 6:05am, 7:05am, 8:05am, 9:05am

Mid-Michigan Materials has closed on its acquisition of a Grant Township Boy Scout camp Monday, 
September 16th. Boy Scouts of America entered into a purchase agreement with Mid-Michigan for the 
nearly 300 acre camp near Jeddo. The purchase was contingent on positive mineral tests on the 
property. The purchase was finalized Monday, according to Mid-Michigan. In a statement, vice 
president Robert Wilson says Mid Michigan Material’s next steps will include discussions with local 
governments and conservancies. An online petition to "Save Silver Trails from becoming a gravel pit" 
was created earlier this year, with over 5,000 signatures to date. Silver Trails Scout Reservation was 
established in 1945.

E. Rise in teenage electronic cigarette use

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: August 24-25, 2019 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

St. Clair County health officials have put together what they describe as a road map for improving the 
health and well being of local citizens. The health department is releasing the results of their recent 
Community Health Improvement Plan which identifies seven action areas for local health an elected 
officials. St. Clair County Chief Medical Office Dr. Annette Mercantante tells WPHM the action areas 
range from disease prevention to economic opportunity. Mercatante adds that the most unhealthy 
residents tend to be the poorest residents in the county and she hopes the new Community Health 
Improvement Plan will help local officials address those shortcomings. Other identified issues include 
teen health issues and the environment.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: September 7-8, 2019 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Governor Gretchen Whitmer ordered health officials to issue emergency rules that will prohibit the sale



of flavored nicotine vaping products. Pointing to e-cigarette flavors like Fruit Loops and Fanta, the 
governor says the products are targeting teens. Dr. Annette Mercatante, medical health officer for St. 
Clair County tells WPHM she applauds the move. Several teens from across the country have been 
recently hospitalized after using e-cigarettes. Although there have been no reports of teenage 
respiratory issues in the local area related to vaping, Mercantante says there is great concern about the 
long term effects of inhaling e-cit vapor. 

F. Upgrades to local school buildings

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: Aug. 31 – Sept. 1,  2019 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Renovations to all Port Huron Area School District Buildings, funded by a $106 million dollar bond, 
are in their final phases. Port Huron Schools Superintendent Jamie Cain say area buildings are ready to 
host students for Tuesday's first day of class. Over the summer, crews worked on Fort Gratiot Middle 
School, Cleveland, and Garfield Elementary Schools .Cain says work will continue during the school 
year at Port Huron High School, which will be the final building to see improvements from the bond. 
The superintendent says so far the bond project has been on time and on budget.

G. Supporting local agriculture 

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: July 13-14, 2019 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Goodells County Park hosted the 81st St. Clair County 4H and Youth Fair July 15th-20th . The 
festivities start Monday and run through Saturday with entertainment and demonstrations all week long
as well as a carnival midway. Rob Usakowski,  President of the St Clair County Agricultural Society, 
says youth from across the county are ready to show off what they've been working on for the past year.
Those include arts and crafts projects, as well as animals that have been raised over the past year. 
Usakowski says something new this year is the auction of a pig which will be donated to Mid City 
Nutrition, a soup kitchen in Port Huron. 

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: September 14-15, 2019 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Michigan Sugar's four factories began accepting sugar beets - a process that's expected to last through 
the winter. One of their plants, located in Croswell, is entering the final phases of a five year capital 
investment. Jim Ruhlman, Executive Vice President with Michigan Sugar, says it's all about increasing 
capacity. Ruhlman says the 117 year old Croswell will remain a fixture in the Sanilac County 
community for years to come. With an annual output of over a billion pounds, Michigan Sugar is the 
third largest beet sugar producer in the United States. Many of those beets come from across the border
in Ontario, Canada and are trucked across the Blue Water Bridge in Port Huron.

H. Road repairs and traffic safety

Name: WPHM News Run Time: 3 minutes
Date:  September 23, 2019 Air Time: 6:05am, 7:05am, 8:05am, 9:05am



Port Huron City Council took up some traffic control issues at their September 23rd meeting. Council 
was asked to remove traffic lights at Court and 7th and Union and 7th, which are currently flashing red 
for east and west bound traffic and are flashing yellow for north and south bound traffic. Council also 
approved a new four way stop to take the place of a traffic light at Michigan Street and Grand River 
Avenues downtown. City Manager James Freed says the traffic light isn't warranted and that the city is 
re-evaluating other intersections as well.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: September 28-29, 2019 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

A major street construction project in Downtown Port Huron is coming to an end. Port Huron City 
Manager James Freed says crews are putting the finishing touches on Michigan and Quay Streets after 
several months of construction. He says the project is finishing about a month ahead of schedule. Freed
says once Michigan and Quay is complete, the city will be turning their attention to another nearby 
street in need of some repairs. McMorran Boulevard between Huron and Merchant is scheduled for 
work next spring. About 30 additional angle parking spots have been added along Michigan Avenue 
following construction. Decorative lighting has also been added. A final top coat of asphalt is expected 
to be laid next spring. As part of the project, the city removed the traffic light at Michigan and Grand 
River Avenues. The City also moved to remove traffic lights at Court and 7th and Union and 7th Streets.

I. Child abuse and neglect prevention

Name: WPHM News Run Time: 3 minutes
Date:  September 13, 2019 Air Time: 6:05am, 7:05am, 8:05am, 9:05am

Sister station WSAQ hosted the 25th Community Roofsit for the Child Abuse and Neglect Council. 
September 15-20, DJ Matt Markham camped out on the roof of the Michigan Mutual Mortgage 
Building in Port Huron. Executive director Sherry Archibald explains the mission of the C.A.N. 
Council and what the public can do to prevent child abuse.

Name: WPHM News Run Time: 3 minutes
Date:  September 23, 2019 Air Time: 6:05am, 7:05am, 8:05am, 9:05am

Over $138,000 was raised during the St. Clair County Child Abuse and Neglect Council's Community 
Roof Sit. Executive Director Sherri Archibald told WPHM it is the most raised in the event's 25 year  
history. September 15-20, Q- Country 107 Morning Show host Matt Markham took to the roof of 
Michigan Mutual Mortgage in Downtown Port Huron to raise funds and awareness for the C.A.N. 
council. Archibald says all that money stays right here in the local area.



Section III Public Service Announcements 

Name: Community Events Run Time: 30 seconds
Date: July 1- Sept. 30 2019 Air Time: 12 times per day 12am-12pm ROS

The Following Public Service Announcements aired on WPHM:

• Donations of school supplies sought for families in need.
• Smith's Creek masonic lodge pancake breakfast July 14.
• Port Huron Township summer festival and fireworks August 3.
• New Life Christian Academy open house August 19.
• The Center of Port Huron concert series September 10.
• Brest Cancer Human Ribbon August 4.
• Woman's Life Chapter 702 wine tasting August 15.
• Old Town Port Huron national night out ice cream social August 6.
• Imlay City Police Department public safety expo August 17.
• Port Huron Fire Department fundraiser at A Little Something August 20.
• Dementia and Alzheimer resource committee's fifth annual walk and run September 21.
• Suicide prevention motorcycle poker run August 24.
• St. Edward on the Lake beer and wine tasting fundraiser August 24.
• Marysville Police and Fire Department open house on August 25.
• Colonial Woods Missionary Church free food and winter coat giveaway September 18.
• Port Huron N.A.A.C.P. South side music fest August 24.
• Jeddo United Methodist Church annual harvest market and crafts show September 7.
• A bowling fundraiser for Kids In Distress Services September 6.
• A family chicken dinner fundraiser at St. Matthews United Church of Christ September 15.
• Smiths Creek Masonic Lodge pancake breakfast September 8.
• Knight's of Columbus council 521 first annual golf outing September 21.
• Ruby Lions Club cruise and family day September 14.
• Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Emmett's annual junk and treasure sale September 12-13.
• Kenockee Fire Department first annual spaghetti dinner fundraiser September 14.
• Blue Water Chapter of retired school personnel meeting on September 24.
• Indian Heritage Day at the Reid Music Hall in Deckerville September 28.
• Blessing of the animals at Grace Episcopal Church September 29.
• Farrell Knights of Columbus Chili and Dessert Bake Off competition in Emmett September 28.


