
 
 
 

 
WKIK-FM, WKIK(AM), WPTX(AM), WSMD-FM, WMDM(FM) 

EEO PUBLIC FILE REPORT 
June 1, 2013-May 31, 2014 

I.  VACANCY LIST 

  

There were no openings during this period.  

                               II.  RECRUITMENT INITIATIVES 

 

 Type of Recruitment Initiative 
(Menu Selection) 

Brief Description of Activity 

1 Internship Program Somar Communications provides college students 
interested in radio careers the opportunity to work at the 
stations and receive on-the-job training from station 
employees in various departments.  During this reporting 
period, station staff provided a total of 300 hours of 
training to our student interns, in the areas of production, 
announcing, sales, and promotion.  The  students attended 
the College of Southern Maryland, Dr. James Forrest 
Career and Technology Center and Duquesne University. 

2 Participate in event/program sponsored by or 
on behalf of a community organization 
relating to careers in broadcasting (3) 

On an annual basis, our SEU participates in three popular 
county fairs throughout the stations’ community.  Three 
air staff from our SEU broadcast live from these fairs and 
interact with community members, typically local area 
youth.  These young adults and/or students will seek 
advice from our air staff as to opportunities generally in 
the broadcast industry as well as internship or employment 
openings specifically at the SEU.   

During this reporting period, our SEU participated in the 
following county fairs: 

* Charles County Fair, La Plata, MD: September 13, 2013 
* St. Mary’s County Fair, Leonardtown, MD: September 

20, 2013 

* Calvert County Fair, Barstow, MD: September 27, 2013 



 
 
 

 

 Type of Recruitment Initiative 
(Menu Selection) 

Brief Description of Activity 

3 Educational tours Staff provided educational tours for 4 boy scout and girl 
scout troops. Groups toured the studios and took part in 
Q & A sessions. 

 

















Colin McDaniel 3/1/14 

What is best for me after high school? 

After receiving my high school diploma I am very interested in becoming a radio board operator. 

I feel like this would be a very good career choice for me because becoming a board operator 

could eventually lead to my ultimate goal of becoming a radio sports broadcaster. 

A radio board operator has several duties some of which must be done at the same time. 

The board operator must first prepare the radio board for the upcoming broadcast they then turn 

their attention to the on air talent. The board operator first contacts the on air talent and makes 

sure that they can hear one another they then make sure that the audio levels of the talent are at a 

good quality. When the broadcast begins the board operator communicates to the talent when 

they are about to go on the air wants the talent are on the air they are required to listen and 

monitor the audio levels and quality. They also take the talent the talent off the air at appropriate 

time and run music and commercials at the correct times. You can become a board by begging 

given training at a radio station obtaining a certificate or a belcher’s degree.  A board operators 

can earn anywhere between $26,000 and $69,000 a year the salary you earn  depends on whether 

you work as a government radio board operator or if you work in the music side of radio. If you 

work on the music side of the business that number can change depending on the size of the 

station that you work for. Being a radio board operator is a much needed potion in radio because 

even though you are not the person that’s voice is going out over the air waves you are the 

person making sure that the talent is bring heard and that everything is happening when it is 

supposed to. If you obtain a board operator position and you have aspirations of someday being 

an on air talent you have the possibility of using the board operator position an avenue to 



becoming an on air talent. The working conditions for a board operator can change at any second 

one second everything can be fine and the next you may being to have to play things out of order 

because you can’t hear the on air talent or because one of the systems in the studio has 

encountered a problem that you now have to fix. 

One of the trade schools I may consider is the Connecticut School of Broadcasting. The 

first thing that gets my attention about the Connecticut School of Broadcasting is that they offer a 

course that pertains just to radio and there are no preconizes that need to be done prior to 

applying to the school. Another nice thing that they do is they train their students on equipment 

that is currently being used in the radio industry. They just don’t teach them how to become a 

Disc Jockey all though that may be what most of their student want to do the school teaches their 

student how to do the behind scenes work such as how to be a board operator. Connecticut 

School of Broadcasting also has several locations so you can pick from a list of campuses they 

also teach you what you need to know and you can be out in the field in a few months instead of 

four years. As part of their radio program they allow their student the opportunity to have their 

own internet show where the entire format is up to that student and this allows for them to have 

their own show that is acutely being broadcasted so this serves as great practice for the student to 

see if the radio business is for them.  

One more thing the school does to really help their students get a leg up in in their 

industry of choice is they help them with their resumes and demo tapes so that when the students 

leave the Connecticut School of Broadcasting they can begin to start to apply for jobs in the 

chosen industry right away.  

 



Another possible school I may be interested in attending is the University Of Maryland Philip 

Merrill College Of Journalism. For me the number one reason for considering the University Of 

Maryland Philip Merrill College Of Journalism is that it a local school and Maryland is a highly 

thought of  school. If I were to attend the University Of Maryland Philip Merrill College Of 

Journalism after four years I would obtain a Bachelor’s degree in journalism. While earning my 

bachelors I would have the change to learn from professors that have worked in the field of 

journalism. I would help to produce shows and report on different stories for the school owned 

cable channel so I would obtain some very good experience.  

If I went to the University of Maryland Philip Merrill College of Journalism for a 

bachelor’s in journalism while I would be obtaining very good experience in a field related to the 

one I want to eventually go into I would not only have to take the required courses at the 

University of Maryland Philip Merrill College of Journalism to obtain one third of the credits I 

need to obtain my degree but I would have to   simultaneously take the traditional college 

courses at the University of Maryland. Another thing that I would need to remember is that the 

University of Maryland is large campus not to mention the fact that none of the courses I would 

be required to take to receive my bachelor’s degree in journalism would be focused around the 

profession of radio they would all have a focus around television and that is not a very good 

thing for me because I want to eventually become a radio board operator. One more thing for me 

to think about is in order for me to take a class pertaining to the radio industry I would have to 

take an elective class and how knows if I would have time to do that.             

      

      



             

   One other option I am considering after high school in order to obtain a job as a radio board 

operator receiving my bachelor’s degree through courses on line. One online school that I may 

consider is Southern New Hampshire University. This would be a great option for me because I 

wouldn’t have to worry about getting around the campus but would still be able to receive a 

bachelor’s degree in communications and that is what most of the radio stations look for when 

they hire  a board operator.  

New Hampshire University’s communications course is taught by instructors that 

currently have jobs in the field they are teaching about. One other big factor is that while I would 

have to take the traditional college classes the classes that are part of their communication’s 

degree range from public speaking to journalism classes and social media. As you can see 

Southern New Hampshire University not only offers the traditional credit but they also offer 

classes for student who want to obtain a communication’s degree that deal not only how media 

came to be but they also have classes that talk about the way that media is currently headed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I feel that he best option for right now to go to get my bachelor’s degree and then maybe 

go to a trade school because the radio industry is always changing. If I had to pick a school to 

obtain my degree from I would pick the Southern New Hampshire University over the University 

of Maryland for a few reasons. One Maryland is a big campus and I may have a hard time getting 

around it verses the Southern New Hampshire University were I would take my classes on a 

computer. Another factor in my decision is that Maryland’s course is television based and for 

someone that wants to go into the radio profession that could be a severe waste of my time. The 

Southern New Hampshire University offers classes in things like public speaking and social 

media and if I were lucky enough were I could first obtain a board operator position and then use 

that to help me become a on air talent I would be able to use what I would learn in the public 

speaking classes and believe or not on air talents are currently also using social media so that 

class could be a huge help as well. Finally Maryland’s courses are taught by in instructors that 

have spent time in the profession they are teaching however they have left that profession and 

turned their attention to teaching. While the instructors at Southern New Hampshire University 

are not only teaching in their classes but also have jobs in the profession they are teaching so 

they are aware of the changes to the profession as they occur and that could be a very big benefit 

so that when I revive my degree I know everything that I need to and I also know that everything 

I know is current information. Not to mention that if I went to college on line then I could also 

keep my job that I currently have at the local radio station  

If I then felt like I need to gain knowledge just about the radio industry then I could go 

the Connecticut School for Broadcasting make sure that I am update on everything about the 

radio industry for a few months and leave with a certificate. Then I may really have a leg up 

when I go apply for a radio board operator position.      











Thank you to T-Bone
for a great tour of your radio
station. We had a blast!
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CHARLES CO. FAIR PROMO 2013 
 
IT’S FAIR SEASON ONCE AGAIN IN SOUTHERN  
 
MARYLAND…AND THIS WEEKEND THE CHARLES COUNTY  
 
FAIR WILL BE IN FULL SWING ..STOP BY AND ENJOY ALL THE  
 
RIDES…GREAT FOOD AND THE CARNIVAL MIDWAY AS WELL  
 
AS TONS OF EXHIBITS AND LIVE MUSIC…THE SOUTHERN  
 
MARYLAND RADIO NETWORK WILL BE BROADCASTING LIVE  
 
FRIDAY FROM 6-8PM.  COME ENJOY THE FUN AND LEARN  
 
MORE ABOUT YOUR SOUTHERN MARYLAND RADIO  
 
STATIONS.  
 

SEE YOU THIS WEEK AT THE CHARLES COUNTY FAIR AT THE 

CHARLES COUNTY FAIRGROUND JUST SOUTH OF LAPLATA...   

 



ST. MARYS FAIR PROMO 2013 
 
IT’S FAIR SEASON ONCE AGAIN IN SOUTHERN  
 
MARYLAND…AND THIS WEEKEND THE ST. MARY'S COUNTY  
 
FAIR WILL BE IN FULL SWING ..STOP BY AND ENJOY ALL THE  
 
RIDES…GREAT FOOD AND THE CARNIVAL MIDWAY AS WELL  
 
AS TONS OF EXHIBITS AND LIVE MUSIC…THE SOUTHERN  
 
MARYLAND RADIO NETWORK WILL BE BROADCASTING LIVE  
 
FRIDAY FROM 6-8PM.  COME ENJOY THE FUN AND LEARN  
 
MORE ABOUT YOUR SOUTHERN MARYLAND RADIO  
 
STATIONS. 
 
SEE YOU THIS WEEK AT THE ST. MARY'S  COUNTY FAIR AT 

THE ST. MARY'S COUNTY FAIRGROUND JUST SOUTH OF 

LEONARDTOWN ON RT. 5 SOUTH..   

 
 



CALVERT FAIR PROMO 2013 

 

IT’S TIME FOR THE LAST FAIR ON THE SOUTHERN 

MARYLAND FAIR CIRCUIT. IT'S THE CALVERT COUNTY FAIR 

THIS WEEKEND AT THE FAIR GROUNDS IN BARSTOW. STOP 

BY AND ENJOY ALL THE RIDES…GREAT FOOD AND THE 

CARINVAL MIDWAY AS WELL AS TONS OF EXHIBITS AND 

LIVE MUSIC…THE SOUTHERN MARYLAND RADIO NETWORK 

WILL BE BROADCASTING LIVE FRIDAY FROM 6-8PM. COME 

ENJOY THE FUN AND LEARN MORE ABOUT YOUR SOUTHERN 

MARYLAND RADIO STATIONS. 

SEE YOU THIS WEEK AT THE CALVERT COUNTY FAIR AT THE  

FAIRGROUND ON RT. 231 IN BARSTOW.  
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