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April 1, 2022 

Florida lawmakers are heading back to Tallahassee later this month [April 19 - 22] to redraw the state’s 
congressional districts. G-O-P legislative leaders explained the goal is to pass a map that is constitutional and has 
Governor Ron DeSantis’ approval after he vetoed their previous plan. DeSantis and voting rights groups suing over 
the congressional map are making very different legal arguments about keeping minority access districts. As 
Valerie Crowder reports, it’s almost a guarantee that the courts will have some say in the matter before the map is 
finalized. 

One of the largest gatherings of election officials in Florida history took place this week outside Orlando. Steve 
Bousquet was there as voting experts got the surprising news that a federal judge had struck down major portions 
of an election law approved a year ago. 

Students who enter high school in Florida starting in 2023 will have to learn about finances to graduate. The 
governor has signed a bill mandating a one-semester course in personal financial literacy and money management. 
Now, Gina Jordan reports school districts are awaiting guidance from the state about how to implement the new 
curriculum. 

Some of the Capital Press Corps’ most experienced reporters share their post-session observations with members 
of the Capital Tiger Bay Club. Tom Flanigan reports. 

It’s been more than a month since Russia began its attack on Ukraine, but for a Russian father and daughter living 
in Tallahassee it feels much longer. Regan McCarthy has their story. 

Another above-normal Atlantic hurricane season could be on the way. AccuWeather forecasters are predicting 16 
to 20 named storms this year, with six to eight becoming hurricanes. Three to five of them are projected to be 
major hurricanes. The forecast also gives a “high chance” of a system forming before the official start of the season 
on June 1st. Florida Public Radio Meteorologist Megan Borowski explains how this—and forecasts like it—are 
developed. 

In recent years, the old American tradition of the political campaign song had fallen out of favor. But Tom Flanigan 
says the tradition is back in Florida. (28:58) 

 

April 8, 2022 

LGBTQ students, parents and teachers say they’re already feeling the chilling effect of legislation they call the 
“Don’t Say Gay” bill. As Sarah Mueller reports, civil rights groups have filed a lawsuit against the implementation of 
the measure, which Governor DeSantis signed into law on March 28th. 

What happens in local government doesn’t always stay there. Leon County Schools has found itself at the center of 
several key pieces of legislation aimed at curbing school powers. Among the biggest—a new law that prevents 
schools from making decisions regarding a student’s health and wellbeing WITHOUT consulting with parents. Lynn 



Hatter reports on how a local fight between the school district and a parent, resulted in what opponents are calling 
the “Don’t Say Gay” bill. 

Lately, there’s been a conflict between Republicans in Florida, including Governor Ron DeSantis, and The Walt 
Disney Company. WMNF’s Seán Kinane reports on the origins of special rules for Disney. 

A new law requires patients at places like nursing homes and assisted living facilities to be allowed at least two 
visiting hours with a designated caregiver or family member each day—even during public health emergencies. 
Meanwhile, the time nursing home residents will get daily with Certified Nursing Assistants is decreasing. Regan 
McCarthy reports the changes come in two bills signed by the governor this week (4/6/22). 

The number of people in Florida with Alzheimer’s is projected to jump by 24 percent over the next few years. 
That’s 140-thousand MORE Floridians who are expected to be diagnosed with the disease by 2025. That data was 
recently released in this year's Alzheimer’s Disease Facts and Figures Report from the Alzheimer’s Association. 
WLRN’s Tom Hudson spoke with Lisa Wiese [we-see] about the report. Wiese is an Associate Professor of Nursing 
at Florida Atlantic University. 

Florida has fallen short of its recycling goals. The state was supposed to be recycling 75 percent of waste by 2020. 
That figure is only 50% today. Valerie Crowder reports, one challenge is the need for more education about what’s 
garbage and what’s recyclable. (28:58) 

 

April 15, 2022 

Florida lawmakers will meet in Tallahassee next week with the goal of passing a congressional map that the 
governor will approve. Governor Ron DeSantis’ vetoed the legislature’s proposed U.S. House districts last month 
and then called for the special lawmaking session to pass a new map. As Valerie Crowder reports, the governor 
says he will not sign a map that keeps Democratic Congressman Al Lawson’s minority access district intact. 

Time is rapidly running out on an effort to add property insurance to next week's special legislative session. Steve 
Bousquet reports on what's likely to happen on this critical pocketbook issue for millions of Floridians. 

Governor Ron DeSantis has signed into law a ban on most abortions after 15 weeks. While the news came with 
cheers at the governor’s rally-style signing, reproductive rights advocates are worried the move could have 
devastating consequences. 

It's an educator's duty to make kids feel safe in their schools. Florida teachers who are gay or trans are especially 
worried they won’t be able to do that anymore, because of the new Parental Rights in Education law. Opponents 
refer to the controversial policy as "Don't Say Gay". WLRN’s Kate Payne reports the measure is making some 
teachers question whether to stay in the classroom. 

The roommate of a prominent LGBTQ activist has been indicted for first-degree murder. Lynn Hatter reports 
Steven Yinger is charged with killing Jorge Diaz Johnston. Diaz-Johnston comes from a prominent South Florida 
family. 

A new program brings no-cost treatment for southwest Florida veterans struggling with mental and emotional 
issues. WGCU’s Cary Barbor has more. 



Florida conservationists are gathering this week in Orlando for a first-ever Florida Wildlife Corridor Summit. The 
Florida Wildlife Corridor is like a quilt of interconnected natural lands like national parks and state forests that 
together span more than 40% of the state. WMFE environmental reporter Amy Green talked with conservationist 
Carlton Ward about the effort to preserve these lands. (28:58) 

 

April 29, 2022 

It’s official, Florida lawmakers are heading back to the Capitol in May for the second special legislative session 
since the regular session ended in March. Regan McCarthy reports this session will be focused on addressing 
growing problems in the state’s troubled property insurance industry. 

State government watchdog group Florida TaxWatch influences the governor’s veto pen every year with its annual 
Budget Turkey Watch Report. This year the group is recommending the governor slash 166 local projects totaling 
281-million dollars from the legislature’s budget. As Valerie Crowder reports, several projects in the Panhandle 
were included on that list. 

State Education Commissioner Manny Diaz is the first Hispanic person to lead the Florida Department of 
Education. the state education board approved DeSantis' recommendation for Diaz to take the post, today. Diaz 
has worn many hats in his career, starting with teaching geography, history, social studies and psychology at public 
high schools in Miami. Today, he’s a Republican state Senator from Hialeah and works as the Vice President of 
Finance for Doral College. Diaz is also a staunch supporter of school choice, and, as he told Capital Reporter Lynn 
Hatter, just being a supporter of choice is sometimes falsely equated as being against public schools. 

The Florida Legislature passed a number of bills affecting the state’s universities and colleges this year. Tom 
Flanigan spoke with Chronicle of Higher Education Chief Reporter Emma Petit, who has published several stories 
on the legislation. 

Florida’s jobless rate is 3.2 percent. The unemployment report for March shows the number of jobless Floridians 
keeps decreasing – as businesses struggle to find and hold on to workers. Gina Jordan tells us the report suggests 
this is an unprecedented time of leverage for job seekers. (28:58) 

 

May 6, 2022 

Abortion advocates rallied outside the state supreme court in Tallahassee Tuesday. Regan McCarthy reports the 
crowd gathered in response to a draft opinion leaked from the U.S. Supreme Court that would over-turn Roe V. 
Wade. Regan McCarthy reports that would return decisions about abortion to states. 

Now that the figurative “cat is out of the bag” regarding the probable direction of the Supreme Court on the 
abortion issue, what might happen next? Sarah Mueller takes a look. 

Overturning Roe v. Wade would give states the ability to severely restrict access to abortion or ban it outright. 
Abortion rights advocates are worried this will happen in states like Florida if the U-S Supreme Court sticks with a 
draft opinion on a Mississippi abortion case that was recently leaked. As Valerie Crowder reports, the rolling back 
of a constitutionally-protected right to abortion is likely to benefit Democrats. 



In the era of COVID-19, public health decisions for things like mandatory masking and how long someone should 
quarantine after exposure — are all controlled by the Florida state government. But not too long ago, county 
governments were able to set their own policies. So, what changed? That’s the topic of the latest episode of 
WLRN’s podcast Tallahassee Takeover. In the following excerpt, WLRN’s Veronica Zaragovia and Danny Rivero tell 
us the long history of public health in Florida, starting with the creation of county health departments in the late 
60s. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that fewer children are getting routine vaccinations 
required to enter school.Health News Florida's Katrine Bruner [Kah-treen Brew-nehr] sat down with Jill Roberts, a 
professor of public health at the university of South Florida do discuss reasons for the decline. 

Florida has made several new laws regarding education this year. WUSF recently asked teachers if these laws help 
or hurt their efforts in the classroom, what their current challenges are, and why some are leaving the profession. 
Here's what some told us about the rising workload and a crisis in morale. (28:58)  

 

May 13, 2022 

A state judge has thrown out most of Governor Ron DeSantis’ congressional map after several civil rights groups 
and voters asked the court to block it ahead of the November election. The ruling came earlier this week, and the 
state has filed an appeal. As Valerie Crowder reports, now plaintiffs are counting on an appeals court to uphold the 
lower court’s ruling… 

Several school districts, including Leon, have finally reached deals on pay raises for their teachers for this year. Yet 
a handful are still trying to negotiate with their unions. The problem stems from how the state is implementing a 
goal to raise beginner teacher pay to $47,500. It’s a priority for Gov. Ron DeSantis. Lynn Hatter reports, in some 
districts, as beginner salaries rise, those new teachers are getting more than what those with decades of classroom 
experience are being paid—causing anger to spill out into public view. 

For the fourth time, Governor Ron DeSantis will fill a vacancy on the Florida Supreme Court. Steve Bousquet 
reports on what's at stake and how it's all likely to play out. 

A shortage of baby formula is causing a lot of stress for some Tampa Bay families. It's been going on around the 
country for months, and data shows the situation is only getting worse. Many stores are limiting how much 
formula a person can buy each day -- if there's product at all. Health News Florida's Stephanie Colombini talked to 
a Tampa parent about how she's coping and got some advice from a pediatrician. 

President Joe Biden signed a relief package into law last year that made Obamacare tax credits bigger and made 
more people qualify for those based on their income. When you enroll in an Obamacare marketplace plan, you can 
have the credit paid to your insurance company to make that monthly plan cheaper. Or, you can get a credit back 
when you file your tax return for the year. Research from the Urban Institute and the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation suggests that if Congress lets these credits expire, lots of people will drop their coverage. WLRN’s 
Veronica Zaragovia spoke to the Foundation’s senior policy adviser Kathy Hempstead [HEMP-sted] about the 
impact of this in Florida. 

Hurricane season starts in just over two weeks and it looks like we may again have another above average season. 
WLRN’s Jenny Staletovich sat down with National Hurricane Center Director Ken Graham to talk about why 
forecasts have gotten better but getting the public to prepare is still harder 



The U.S. Navy's change of command ceremony is a time-honored tradition WLRN's Nancy Klingener [KLING-en-er] 
takes us to the handover that took place today [THURSDAY] at Naval Air Station Key West. (28:58) 

 

May 20, 2022 

A special session of the Florida Legislature begins Monday. Gov. Ron DeSantis called the session amid widespread 
problems in the state’s property-insurance system. Many Florida homeowners are losing coverage or seeing large 
rate increases. The session comes with companies planning to cancel another 68,000 policies. Lynn Hatter spoke 
with Gina Jordan about what lawmakers are being asked to fix. 

Florida Democrats are calling on Governor Ron DeSantis to add the state’s housing crisis to the agenda for a special 
session focused on Florida’s property insurance rates. As WMNF’s McKenna Schueler reports, that session is set to 
begin next week. 

A ruling that could overturn Roe V. Wade is expected from the U.S. Supreme Court before the end of June. But 
abortion access advocates say that won’t change much in Florida—at least not right away. Regan McCarthy looks 
into how a privacy amendment in the state constitution offers more abortion protections than the U.S. 
Constitution and whether those protections could end. 

A three-judge panel has revived Governor Ron DeSantis’ congressional map after a state circuit court judge held 
that the way districts were drawn in North Florida is unconstitutional. Florida’s First District Court of Appeals has 
reinstated a stay on Leon Circuit Court Judge Layne Smith’s order issuing a preliminary injunction blocking the map 
from taking effect ahead of the November elections. As Valerie Crowder reports, the ruling came on Florida’s 
Emancipation Day. 

The two best-known candidates for governor both campaigned in Broward County in recent days, and the contrast 
between Governor Ron DeSantis and former Governor Charlie Crist could not have been more striking. Steve 
Bousquet has been literally on the road in South Florida and filed this report ... (28:58) 

May 27, 2022 

Gov. Ron DeSantis has approved new laws the state hopes will calm a chaotic property insurance market, and 
eventually lead to rate decreases for homeowners. But some lawmakers and industry analysts say they worry the 
packages don’t deliver relief fast enough and don’t go far enough for property owners to see a difference. Sarah 
Mueller has more. 

Florida Democrats want the state’s Republican leaders to do MORE to address gun violence. The most recent mass 
shooting at a Texas Elementary School coupled with another at a Buffalo supermarket, is bringing up tragedies of 
the past, and reigniting the long-simmering battle over how and should there be limits on gun possession. Lynn 
Hatter brings us the story. 

If the U.S. Supreme Court overturns Roe versus Wade, federal protection for the right to an abortion will end and it 
will be up to individual states to determine whether the procedure is lawful. In Florida, some legal scholars say a 
challenge to the state's new 15-week abortion ban will almost certainly cite the state constitution's right to privacy 
amendment. WUSF's Cathy Carter recently spoke with Stetson University law professor Louis [LEW-is] Virelli [Vi-
RELL-lee]. 



Florida's new chief elections officer met for the first time this week with his most important constituency --- the 
state's 67 supervisors of elections ... Steve Bousquet was in the coastal resort community of Sandestin for Byrd’s 
introduction. 

TIME Magazine has named Equality Florida director Nadine Smith as one of its “100 most influential people” of the 
year. WMFE’s Danielle Prieur spoke with Smith about her activism, starting with how she’s thinking about the 
current wave of anti-LGBTQ legislation to hit Florida, including what’s been deemed by Democrats as the so-called 
“Don’t Say Gay” law. 

There have been more than 200 book bans across Florida in the past year. That, from a report by PEN America. 
Many of the targeted books are centered around people of color, and LGBTQ characters. Advocates worry more 
challenges are on the way under a new state law that goes into effect in July. WLRN ‘s Kate Payne spoke with 
Michelle Jarrett, president of the Florida Association for Media in Education. They represent school librarians. 

The 2022 Atlantic Hurricane Season begins next Wednesday. Jessica Meszaros from WUSF in Tampa, decided to 
follow the advice of local and state emergency managers and check out how resilient her new home might be in 
order to weather whatever storms may come her way. (28:58) 

June 3, 2022 

Just over half of Florida’s third-graders passed the latest reading assessment. But the Jefferson County School 
District remains at the bottom for reading proficiently in the state for a second year in a row. Sarah Mueller 
reports these scores come as the district’s charter school operator prepares to hand oversight of the district back 
to local officials at the end of June. 

The ACLU of Florida is filing a lawsuit to block a Florida law that bans most abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy. 
Regan McCarthy reports that measure is scheduled to take effect July first. 

The Florida Supreme Court has denied a request to block Governor Ron DeSantis’ congressional map ahead of the 
upcoming elections. As Valerie Crowder reports, with elections deadlines fast approaching, the ruling means North 
Florida’s Black voters will likely lose their representation in Congress. 

Three major Democrats are seeking their party's nomination for governor and a chance to take on Republican Ron 
DeSantis in November. And as Steve Bousquet reports, they're arguing over how often to debate each other. 

Meanwhile, The newest Democratic leader in Florida's House of Representatives is a first: Fentrice Driskell [FEN-
tris DRIS-kul] of Tampa becomes the first Black woman to hold the post.Driskell tells WUSF's Steve Newborn that 
though the number of Republicans are nearly double the size of her minority caucus, there are plenty of reasons 
why Democrats are speaking up. 

The 2022 Atlantic Hurricane Season kicked off on Wednesday of this week. Already a former hurricane, which 
could be revived as “Tropical Storm Alex” at any time, has put all of South Florida under a tropical storm warning. 
What may lie ahead over the next six months? Here’s Capital Reporter Gina Jordan, speaking with Florida Public 
Radio Emergency Network Meteorologist Megan Borowski (bo-ROW-skee.) (28:58) 

June 10, 2022 

The Florida Supreme Court heard arguments Thursday in a challenge to a 2011 state law surrounding guns. A 
preemption law passed in 1987 says municipalities cannot have gun regulations stricter than those passed by the 



state. The 2011 law boosted penalties for such occurrences -- and that’s what has local governments upset. Gina 
Jordan has more about the ongoing legal challenge. 

Current Florida law requires anyone who wants a concealed weapons permit must make that application through 
the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The person in charge of the Department, Nikki 
Fried, has her own thought concerning the local gun regulation pre-emption case now before the state’s high 
court. She shared those thought’s with WGCU’s Cary Barbour. 

Following the recent rash of mass shootings across the country, Florida Democrats pushed for a special session on 
gun reform measures. A special session is generally called by the governor, but lawmakers can call their own 
meeting of the legislature if at least 60 percent of the legislators in both chambers agree. Regan McCarthy reports 
lawmakers has until 3 p.m. Friday (today) to respond to a poll on the matter. As of this writing it was near certain 
there would not be enough support for a special session to move forward. (editor’s note: the poll of lawmakers 
ultimately came up short.) 

A Sarasota County teacher has published a book on pre-and-post pandemic reading proficiencies among third-
graders. As WUSF's Cathy Carter reports, the release comes as new data reveals just 53 percent of Florida's third 
graders passed the state’s reading test. 

On the last day of school in Palm Beach County, teachers received a memo saying they had to review all the books 
in their classroom libraries for references to racism, sexism, and oppression. It’s part of the district’s effort to 
comply with new state laws. WLRN education reporter Kate Payne tells us: Some educators worry this new 
guidance flies in the face of state laws that have been on the books for years … ensuring students learn about 
some of the darkest parts of history. 

Nearly ten percent of kids in the U-S are diagnosed with ADHD. The vast majority of them are prescribed some 
form of medication. Researchers at Florida International University discovered that while medication helps kids 
behave better and focus on their tasks … it doesn’t necessarily boost their academic performance. The researchers 
evaluated a group of children with ADHD and found that there was no difference in how well they 
learned…whether they were taking medication or a placebo. WLRN’s Wilkine Brutus spoke with Dr. William E. 
Pelham Junior. He is the senior author of the study and director at the Center for Children and Families. 

At a press conference on Fort Myers Beach today/Wednesday, Governor Ron DeSantis touted historic spending on 
Everglades restoration and water resource protection efforts in the state’s coming fiscal year budget. He also 
announced the veto of a bill environmental advocates say would have added unnecessary hurdles to Everglades 
restoration projects. WGCU’s John Davis was there and has this report. (28:58) 

June 17, 2022 

And they're off! Candidates for state, county, school district and many local offices had until noon today (Friday) to 
have their names on the primary ballot in August or the general election in November. Steve Bousquet reports on 
the shape of the upcoming ballot in Florida. 

The redrawing of North Florida’s Congressional District 2 has placed two incumbent U-S Representatives against 
each other in the midterm elections. Tallahassee Democratic Congressman Al Lawson is running in the district 
against Panama City Republican Congressman Neal Dunn after Republican lawmakers carved up Lawson’s District 
5. Valerie Crowder has more… 



Susan MacManus may have retired from teaching at the University of South Florida, but she’s still a political 
scientist eyeing the midterms. As the campaign season kicks in, she talks with Margie Menzel about whether 
Florida is still a swing state and which issues could roil the upcoming elections. 

School districts across Florida are working to implement a new state law that bans classroom instruction of sexual 
identity and gender orientation in grades K-3 and potentially in other grades as well. But they’re facing a lack of 
clarity on how to put in place new policies aimed at complying with the new mandate. Sarah Mueller has the 
details. 

The newly reactivated Florida State Guard has its first leader. Gina Jordan reports the director will lead a crew of 
400 volunteers. 

It’s Fathers Day this weekend and Florida is celebrating Responsible Fatherhood Month. But as Regan McCarthy 
reports not everyone has an active dad in their lives. That’s something state leaders hope to work on. A new state 
law that goes into effect with the start of the fiscal year earmarks dollars to support programs aimed at getting 
dads more involved. (29:00) 

June 24, 2022 

The U.S. Supreme Court has overturned Roe V. Wade. The decision removes the federal right to abortion care and 
hands decisions about abortion access to individual states. In Florida, a law that bans most abortions after 15 
weeks of pregnancy is set to go into effect July first. Regan McCarthy reports the American Civil Liberties Union 
and other reproductive rights groups have filed a lawsuit to block it. A hearing in THAT case is set for Monday. 

Former Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum pleaded not guilty to fraud charges this week after a 21-count federal 
grand jury indictment against him was unsealed. Gillum is accused of lying to the F-B-I and pocketing campaign 
contributions. As Valerie Crowder reports, the charges are rock bottom for Gillum, who was a rising star in Florida 
politics until allegations of corruption emerged... 

Republicans dominate Florida’s government. Blue Dog Democrats are thin on the ground. Republicans fear being 
called RINOs -- Republican in Name Only. But has the state gone red for good? Margie Menzel reports. 

The Everglades are getting record spending from the Biden administration. That includes a more than 1 (B) billion 
dollar allocation that the administration characterizes as the single largest investment ever in Everglades 
restoration. To understand where the money is going, WMFE environmental reporter Amy Green talked with 
Shannon Estenoz (ES-teh-nez), assistant secretary in the Department of the Interior. 

Today [6/24] marks a year since the tragic Surfside condo collapse that killed 98 people. Law enforcement, rescue 
teams and faith leaders were among the first to respond to the scene. WLRN’s Luis Hernandez spoke with Rabbi 
Yossi [yah-see] Harlig [har-lig]. He is a chaplain with the Miami Dade County Police Department and director of the 
Chabad Center of Kendall and Pinecrest. He started by explaining Jewish tradition to honor lost loved ones. 

Florida’s First Lady has launched a recruitment effort urging veterans and former law enforcers to fill a void at DCF 
- the Florida Department of Children and Families. Casey DeSantis chose Eglin Air Force Base in the panhandle this 
week to announce the initiative. Gina Jordan reports on the new program, called “Continue the Mission.” (28:58) 


