
RRADIOADIO  SSTATIONTATION  WRGC-AMWRGC-AM

Issues / Programs List

--------------

FirstFirst  Quarter-2013Quarter-2013

CompiledCompiled  by:by:  TammieTammie  PressleyPressley
RR EE VV II EE WW EE DD   AA NN DD   AA PP PP RR OO VV EE DD   BB YY

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
GG ee nn ee rr aa ll   MM aa nn aa gg ee rr             DD aa tt ee

WRGC RADIO FIRST QUARTER 2013 ISSUES OUTLINE



WRGC First Quarter Issues-2013

 2

Section A:  Newscast Overview and Quarterly Issues Addressed
      1. New Laws taking effect January 1st in North Carolina  
      2. Haywood County Wood Products under NCDA&CS Quarantine 
      3. MedWest Harris in Sylva gets a major Birthing Center upgrade
      4. Power outage numbers in the thousands for Western North Carolina 
      5. Jackson Co. Commissioners call for the dissolution of the Jackson Co. EDC
      6. The new Sylva Police Department to be dedicated today
      7. Department of Aging Awarded $15,000 Grant
      8. WCU has New Dean of College of Arts and Sciences
      9. WRGC announces winner to Orlando Spring Break Dream Vacation Contest

10. Swain County man has standoff with Sheriff’s Deputies before being 
arrested

      11. Economic Impact Study shapes GSMR loan proposal discussion
12. High speed chase ends with discovery of body on Reservation

Section B:  Special and Non-Broadcast Events
1. Web Site
2. Social Media
3. Station Tours

Section C:  Long Form Programs
1. 540’s Focus On Our Community
2. 540’s LEGENDS
3. Stories of Mountain Folk
4. Crook and Chase country countdown
5. Into the Blue (bluegrass)
6. Real Estate Sense
7. The Gospel Greats with Paul Heil
8. Atlanta Braves Baseball
9. Community Church Services
10. Tie One On with Jerry McNeely

Section D:  Short Form Programs
1. Extension Report
2. Health Minute
3. Meet the Press
4. Lessons in Leadership
5. Our Southern Community
6. Community Calendar & PSAs
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SSECTIONECTION  A:A:    NNEWSCASTEWSCAST  OOVERVIEWVERVIEW  ANDAND  QQUARTERLYUARTERLY  IISSUESSSUES  AADDRESSEDDDRESSED

At the top of each hour WRGC Radio airs three minutes of national and world news from 
NBC Radio News. WRGC Radio produces five (three minute) daily newscasts that air at 
7:02 a.m., 8:02 a.m., and 9:02 a.m. then at 12:02 p.m. and 5:02 p.m. At the bottom of the 
hour WRGC airs a five minute report from NCNN. Three times each day WRGC airs 
financial reports from CNBC. WRGC has a reporter to cover and report on local meetings of 
the County Commissioners and Town Council Members. WRGC has the capacity to 
broadcast critical weather information, has established partnerships with the Jackson 
County Emergency Preparedness Coordinator and other members of his staff including the 
County Deputy Fire Marshall. WRGC gives a weather report after each newscast (2 per 
hour) and other reports depending on weather conditions. WRGC broadcasts live from the 
local studio for 12 hours each day so announcers in the studio are available to make 
announcements anytime the conditions warrant. WRGC also has a 540 Focus program 
during which local newsmakers, leaders, and citizens are interview. This program airs 
Monday through Friday for one half hour each day at 8:15 a.m.

News Treatments: There is no set limit on the length or number of news stories in any 
particular news cast. Every effort is made to include and actuality in every news story. 
These actualities are allowed to run extended lengths as needed to provide as much depth 
and coverage of the story as possible.

Some of the issues covered in these newscasts and programs during the fourth quarter are 
as follows. Dates indicate local news treatment unless otherwise noted.

1. New laws taking effect January first in North Carolina
Laura’s Law goes into effect today. Named for the 17-year-old victim of a drunk driver, the 
law requires that repeat DUI offenders whose cases “have other aggravating factors” 
receive a minimum one- to three-year prison term and fines up to $10,000. Courts in the Tar 
Heel State can also require electronic alcohol monitoring of some offenders.

Another new law, Run and You’re Done, is intended to prevent high-speed chases on North 
Carolina’s roads and interstates. In some instances, a convicted offender’s vehicle can be 
seized and sold, with proceeds going to local school districts.

News Treatments: Jan. 1, 2013
2. Haywood County Wood Products under NCDA&CS Quarantine
The N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services have placed Haywood County 
wood products under quarantine due to a recent detection of thousand cankers disease in 
the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. “This marks the first time the disease has been 
detected in the state, and by placing restrictions on a variety of plant material and wood 
products, we hope to keep the disease from spreading into other counties,” said Agriculture 
Commissioner Steve Troxler. “Something as simple as moving firewood from an infected 
area to an uninfected county could increase the risk of spreading this disease.” The 
Thousand Cankers disease is a newly recognized disease primarily affecting black walnut 
trees. It is caused by the Geosmithia Morbida Fungus, which is spread by the walnut twig 
beetle. Thousand cankers disease has produced widespread death of black walnuts in 
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many western states during the past decade. Other species of walnut, such as Arizona 
walnut, English walnut and California walnut have also shown varying degrees of 
susceptibility to this fungus. The following items fall under the quarantine restrictions: walnut 
plants and plant parts including firewood, lumber, logs, stumps, roots, branches, and 
composted and uncomposted chips. Regulated items cannot be moved outside the county. 
Exceptions to the quarantine restrictions include nuts, nut meats, hulls, processed lumber 
with square edges that is 100 percent bark free and kiln-dried, and finished wood products 
without bark, such as furniture, instruments and gun stocks. NCDA&CS Plant Industry 
Division and N.C. Forest Service personnel will continue to monitor counties across North 
Carolina for the presence of this disease. Anyone with questions about this quarantine 
should contact Phil Wilson, NCDA&CS plant pest administrator, at 919-707-3730, or go to 
the website
News Treatments: Jan. 8, 2013

3. MedWest Harris in Sylva gets a major Birthing Center upgrade
Appearing on the WRGC Five Forty Focus Program Tuesday morning MedWest Harris 
Director of Comprehensive Family Services, Vicki Lewis reported on the new Phillips Fetal 
Monitoring System. While most hospitals have some equipment for monitoring the mother 
and infant during the birthing process this equipment is state of the art and includes features 
that immediately give MedWest Harris a technology unmatched in southwestern North 
Carolina. One example is the nursing department and the patients’ medical doctor can 
monitor the birthing process on their computer or handheld device while a certified mid-wife 
is assisting the mother with the birthing process, but should a complication arise, the 
nursing staff and medical doctor can be on the site in moments. Staffs in the Birthing Center 
were undergoing training last week on how to use the modern equipment, as luck would 
have it seven babies were born during the training process. The technicians from Phillips 
were able to provide hand on training for the staff; Lewis reflected that all in all the babies 
that were born during the training process really were a blessing because the training was a 
real life experience. The $65,000 piece of equipment was paid for through regular budget 
allocations.

Lewis also discussed the “New Generation Birthing Center” which has been approved for 
development by both the MedWest Foundation and the MedWest Board. The new Fetal 
Monitoring System will be the center piece of the new department on the third floor of 
MedWest Harris in Sylva, additionally the renovation will including funding for the 
construction of an operating room as part of the Pediatric Center. In case of a crisis in the 
birthing process the operating room will ready for emergency surgery rather than the person 
having to go to the general Operating Room. This will alleviate the potential problems that 
could arise if the regular OR was in use. Another positive report from Vicki Lewis was their 
new Lactation Certification program. 632 babies were born last year at MedWest Harris. Of 
this number 70 percent of the mothers chose to breast feed their infants. Lewis states this is 
a significant increase from prior years and was happy for the increase stating that in most 
cases breast feeding is better for the infant.
News Treatments: Jan. 15, 2013
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4. Power outage numbers in the thousands for Western North Carolina
Duke Power is reporting close to 3,000 customers without power in Jackson County as of 
Thursday morning. Swain County has almost 2,100 customers in the dark. Progress Energy 
is also reporting multiple outages between Haywood County and Black Mountain. Some 
local hotels are offering discounted room rates for locals without power.
News Treatments: Jan. 31, 2013

5. Jackson Co. Commissioners call for the dissolution of the Jackson Co. EDC
A joint meeting of the Jackson County Commissioners and representatives from the 
Municipalities of Dillsboro, Sylva, Webster, and the Village of Forest Hills Monday led to a 
proposal by the Jackson County Commissioners to call for the dissolution of the Jackson 
County Economic Development Commission. These municipalities pooled resources in 
2007 to for the Commission for the purpose of developing plans, and pursuing economic 
development for the county. If dissolved these funds would be returned. The Commission 
has not met in a couple of years and some found it difficult to find and significant successes 
attributable to the Commission. Each municipality needs to pass resolution for the 
dissolution then all would sign a joint agreement to end the Commission. For several 
months Ridge-Top Associates have been developing a Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy for Jackson County. One of the proposals from this consulting firm is 
to develop a department within the county government structure which would have the 
authority to collaborate amount the municipalities, developers, health care and educational 
entities, the Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians, and tourism authorities to guide a broad 
based economic development strategy that included all the core clusters of opportunity. 
These core clusters listed as strengths in Jackson County are Education, Gaming, 
Healthcare, Retirement, and Tourism. Ridge Top Associates Director David Huskins pointed 
out that several ‘Quick Wins” are within grasp of Jackson County. These included the 
immediate consummation of an agreement between the county and Balsam West with D-
Net as a partner to take over the operation of the Wi-Fi and communications system 
formerly operated by Metrostat. This system when functional would bring immediate high 
speed internet to Jackson County and complete what is known as the “Last Mile” of service. 
Other “Quick Wins” would be reaching an agreement to bring the Great Smoky Mountains 
Railroad back to Sylva. This effort would include the development new attractions and 
themes. A third “Quick Win” would be doing something with the Whittier Industrial Park. 
Suggestions include upgrading the facility or pursue some of the other offers which have 
been made including the Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians who have shown an 
interest in the property. Commission Chairman Jack Debnam called upon the elected 
officials from each municipality to seek ways to streamline processes, cut the time between 
proposals and authorization, and work to collaborate on achieving mutually beneficial goals.
News Treatments: Feb. 4, 2013

6. The new Sylva Police Department to be dedicated today

Today is a special day for the town of Sylva. The new Police Department Building will be 
dedicated in ceremonies scheduled for 1:00 p-m. Chief Davis Woodard will recognize town 
officials including Mayor Moody and Town Manager Paige Roberson, Aldermen, and 
Jackson County Officials who are part of this dedication service. American Legion Post 104 
will be providing the new Police Department Building with a new set of Flag Poles; Flags will 
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be procured from elected State and Federal politicians. State Representative Joe Sam 
Queen will provide a state flag and Congressman Meadows has promised to get a flag that 
has flown over the nation’s capital.
News Treatments: Feb. 9, 2013

7. Department of Aging awarded $15,000 grant
The Cashiers Community Fund and MAC Mountain Fund of the Community Foundation of 
Western North Carolina awarded the Jackson County Department on Aging a $ 15,000 
grant through its Janirve Legacy Fund to purchase tools, and the trailer pictured, for its 
Project CARE/FIRE services. Project CARE volunteers build wheelchair ramps and install 
safety equipment for seniors to live more safely in their homes. Project FIRE volunteers cut 
and split logs into firewood for seniors to use to heat their homes and cook their meals.
News Treatments: Feb.22   2013

8. WCU has new Dean of College of Arts and Sciences
Western Carolina University Provost Angi Brenton announced on Wednesday, that Richard 
Starnes is the new permanent dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. Starnes, who has 
been serving as interim dean of the College of Arts and Sciences since July, is an associate 
professor of history and former head of WCU’s Department of History. A member of the 
WCU history department faculty since 2000, Starnes earned his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in history from Western Carolina, in 1992 and 1994 respectively, before earning his 
doctorate from Auburn University in 1999. The appointment of Starnes is the result of a 
national search for a permanent dean of the college by a committee led by Sean O’Connell, 
head of the WCU Department of Biology. The College of Arts and Sciences is WCU’s 
largest college, consisting of 11 academic departments, nearly 200 faculty and some 2,000 
students. The appointment will not be final until approved by the WCU Board of Trustees 
and the University of North Carolina Board of Governors later this spring.
News Treatments: Feb. 22, 2013

9. WRGC announces winner to Orlando Spring Break Dream Vacation contest
Karen Polyasko from Sylva is the winner of the WRGC Radio Dream Spring Break Vacation 
to Orlando Florida. Karen registered at Hollifield Jewelers on Main Street in Sylva. Karen 
works at Southwestern Community College and said she is excited about being able to take 
her family to Orlando, Karen said “the family has not been able to have a vacation for a 
while and this is really exciting for us.” The Polyasko’s will receive $700 in spending money, 
and four nights at the Summer Bay Resort just outside Orlando. Roy Burnette, WRGC 
Owner and General Manager was really happy to see this local family win. “This is just 
exactly what the contest was all about, giving a local family the opportunity to take a nice 
vacation while out of school for spring break”.
News Treatments: Mar. 3, 2013

10. Swain County man has standoff with Sheriff’s Deputies before being arrested
After a several hour standoff that resulted in the closing of Highway 19, Swain County 
deputies arrested suspect Charles Alvin Guess early Friday morning. According to official 
reports, authorities received a call around 7:00 Thursday evening, reporting that a man was 
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waving a gun on Highway 19 in the Nantahala Gorge. Deputies say when they arrived on 
the scene; Guess barricaded himself in his home and during the ensuing standoff began 
firing at them. Law enforcement then closed Highway 19 and evacuated civilians from the 
area. After several hours, deputies were able to take Guess into custody a little after 1:00 
Friday morning. No injuries were reported from the incident. Guess has been charged with 
multiple counts of Aggravated Assault on a Police Officer with more charges pending. He is 
being held at the Swain County Detention Center on $500,000 bond.
News Treatments: Mar. 8, 2013

11. Economic Impact Study Shapes GSMR loan proposal discussion
County Commissioners meet at Savannah Volunteer Fire Department in Sylva. During their 
regularly scheduled meeting last night, Jackson County Commissioners were given the 
results of an economic impact study that looked at the financial benefits that the 
reestablishment of Great Smoky Mountain Railroad (GSMR) steam engine service would 
have on the town of Dillsboro, and the greater area. The study was conducted by Dr. Steve 
Ha, Western Carolina University Associate Professor of Economics, and Sandra Grunwell, 
Western Carolina University Associate Professor of Hospitality and Tourism Management, 
and concluded that “in terms of dollars, GSMR would contribute $25,979,093 to the local 
economy with its proposal.” With numbers near $26 million/year in economic boost being 
predicted by this study, the Dillsboro Board of Alderman passed a resolution on March 11, 
2013, that stated “we support and wholeheartedly endorse any move forward by Jackson 
County to return steam service by the Great Smoky Mountain Railroad to Dillsboro.” Both 
the economic study and the Dillsboro resolution are being considered by the Jackson 
County Commissioners before they vote on a $700,000 loan proposal that has been 
submitted by GSMR. GSMR claims they need the upfront revenues to fix a steam engine 
and install a turn table that will allow them to once again provide the tourist attraction at the 
Dillsboro Train Depot. The Commission will hold a public hearing during its next scheduled 
meeting on April 1, and is expected to vote on the proposal following the hearing. 
News Treatments: Mar. 19, 2012

12. High speed chase ends with discovery of body on reservation
Officials with the Cherokee Indian Police Department say that after a high-speed chase 
through the reservation on Wednesday night, they discovered a body in the car they were 
pursuing. The driver of the vehicle is in custody and his identity has not been released. 
Additionally, he is a suspect in the case of a missing woman from Clark County, Arkansas. 
Arkansas investigators are working the case with CPD detectives.
News Treatments: Mar. 21, 2013

SSECTIONECTION  B:B:    SSPECIALPECIAL  EEVENTSVENTS

1- WEB SITE
WRGC has its own web site. Listeners are encouraged to visit wrgc.com to see updates on 
news, weather, Tradio, sports and more. There is also a page to introduce the staff and 
information about programming. The “streaming” of local high school sporting events is also 
available. The website contains the day’s local news coverage as reported by WRGC’s 

http://wrgc.com/economic-impact-study-shapes-gsmr-loan-proposal-discussion/
http://wrgc.com/high-speed-chase-ends-with-discovery-of-body-on-reservation/
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News Director, and also has an archive of news at any given time for at least the last three 
months. Plus a Community Calendar is available for the general public.

2- SOCIAL MEDIA
WRGC uses Twitter and Facebook to keep listeners informed.

3- STATION TOURS
WRGC conducts tours of the Station and the Studios to Students and to community groups. 

SSECTIONECTION  C:C:    LLONGONG  FFORMORM  PPROGRAMSROGRAMS

1-1-  540’540’SS  FFOCUSOCUS  OONN  OOURUR  CCOMMUNITYOMMUNITY//  CCOUNTYOUNTY  GGOVERNMENTOVERNMENT  FFORUMORUM

“540’s Focus on Our Community” is an extensive, live 45-minute long program weekdays, 
except Wednesdays, at 8:15am, devoted to speaking with members of the community and 
the roles they play in it.  The program also addresses certain events or issues that go on in 
the county, as needed.  The following is a list of the dates of the interviews, the names of 
who was interviewed, and what was discussed:

Arnold Burnette
Topic: Local musician. Discussed his musical influences, his background and how he got 
into music. He also entertained us with live music.
Aired at 8:15am on Tuesday, January 1, 2013

Marsha Crites, Clean Slate Coalition
Topic: Marsha discussed some of the programs she has been involved with over the years 
from the community foundation to her current involvement with the clean slate coalition 
which is designed to give women who have been caught up in drugs or other activities 
which have resulted in their being in prison.  This year long residential program provides a 
variety of diverse treatments, education, and job training programs, and the proper use of 
medicines.  The clean slate means the women start over with their lives.
Aired at 8:15am on Thursday, January 3, 2013

Heather Gordon, Jackson County Extension Office
Topic: Talked about the 4-H Program, also bulling in school, the Junior Appalachian 
Musicians JAM Program and how to improve children’s self-esteem.
Aired at 8:15am on Friday, January 4, 2013

Jackson County Parks and Recreation: No Guest
Topic: Rusty from the Jackson County Recreation Center did not show so Jessica Ray our 
Operations Manager and Morning Show host discussed the new opening of the 
Cashiers/Glenville Rec Center and programs open for registration at both.
Aired at 8:15am on Monday, January 7, 2013

Mitch Fischer-Dean of Health Sciences at Southwestern Community College
Topic: Discussed SCC’s 18 programs of study from the EMS Program, CNA Program.  
Mitch also, discussed the new "Ribbon Program" in which students can get their nursing 
degree faster between an agreement with SCC and WCU. Medical Assisting is their fast 
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growing program, in which a person can graduate in less than 2 years.  Lastly we went over 
the contact information and admission requirements.
Aired at 8:15am on Tuesday, January 8, 2013

Jimmy Ashe, Jackson County Sheriff
Topic: Sheriff Jimmy Ashe came in to talk about Operation Pill Drop where people can 
safely dispose of expired or no longer needed medication in their office. He also stated his 
opinion on current gun violence and how the changes in Federal gun laws is increasing the 
purchase of firearms and permits through the county. 
Aired at 8:15am on Thursday, January 10, 2013

Paul Lormand, Director, Bardo Fine and Performing Arts Center Director
Topics: Talked about their upcoming show the Water Coolers.  This show is a comedy 
based on the show the office. Mr. Lormand stressed that this is a family show and a great 
night out for the family. 
Aired at 8:15am on Friday, January 11, 2012

Dottie Brunette, Jackson County Public Library
Topic: Discussed how the old courthouse was renovated the how the new library follows 
that general architectural design she also talked about some of the special programs from 
the Fontana Regional library, the musical programs, Rotary Readers, computer classes and 
other trainings, the eBook exchange, activities in the community room, and other features 
that make the Jackson County Library a key community center. 
Aired at 8:15am on Monday, January 14, 2013

Vicki Lewis, Director of Comprehensive Health Services MedWest
Topic: Vicki talked about the approval for the new century birthing center, the Lactation 
Certification Program which has increased the number of women breast feeding their 
infants, the new fetal monitoring system, the operating room that will be built into the 
Pediatrics unit on the  third floor of the hospital, the experienced nursing staff, the number of 
babies born and the catchment area for the birthing center, the new data stream program 
that is connected with the Phillips Infant Monitoring Unit which will send information to 
nurses and doctors in case the infant or the mother runs into complications during the 
birthing sequence.
Aired at 8:15am on Tuesday, January 15, 2013

Rob Hawk, Director Cooperative Extension Service
Topic: Robert talked about the events taking place with the Agriculture Extension Service 
including upcoming 4-H camps, the JAM (Junior Appalachian Music Program) medical 
treatments for animals and especially goats, the importance of soil samples, the bramble 
gardening program, the Water Association for the Tuckasegee River programs, and other 
classes that are being offered through the service.
Aired at 8:15am on Thursday, January 17, 2013

Hoss Howard, Local Singer/Songwriter
Topic: Hoss talked about the importance of parent involvement in school activities for 
fundraising including the upcoming event at Cullowhee Valley School fund raiser for the 7th 
grade.  Hoss talked about some of his musical accomplishments, places is band had 
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played, some of the stars he has performed with, a new song writing contract, being in 
Nashville for both successes and failures, and those who have been disappointed whit the 
difficulty with breaking into the business. He also talked about other planned fundraising 
events for school. He played a couple of songs on his guitar and left a cd to be aired.
Aired at 8:15am on Friday, January 18, 2013

Jack Debnam and Doug Cody, Jackson County Commissioners
Topic: Jackson County Commission Chairman Jack Debnam and Commissioner Doug 
Cody discussed some issues of importance.  First there was a discussion of the County 
Emergency Preparedness Department that stayed on top of things during the recent heavy 
rain and some flooding along with adverse affects of the slides in the county. There was 
also a discussion of how the slide on highway 441 would have a negative effect upon the 
casino and other businesses in the area. The consolidation of these agencies allowed the 
responses to be prompt. A recent test of the system turned out to have been a good 
exercise in preparation for the real thing. There was a discussion about consolidation of the 
Health Department septic tank licensing with the building and electrical inspectors so more 
of the paperwork can be done on line and at one setting if required to be done in person. 
There was also discussion about the economic development in the county. Permits have 
been pulled for the renovation of the abandoned hotel across from Andy Shaw Ford, the 
hotel in Dillsboro is waiting for the paving contractor to finish up then the hotel can likely 
open. Also there was a discussion on the planning and partnerships with WCU and SCC 
which can give a significant boost to the county economy of about a million dollars a month 
from student’s spending money.
Aired at 8:15am on Monday, January 21, 2013

Forest Parker, Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians - Rescheduled
Topic: There was no guest. Roy and Ray talked about numerous community calendar 
events from the blood mobile, to the Hoss Howard concert at Cullowhee. They also talked 
about the Water Association of the Tuckasegee River movie and discussion tonight in 
Bryson City.
Aired at 8:15am on Tuesday, January 22, 2013

Sgt. Johnny Hollifield, Jackson County Sheriff Department
Topic: Sgt. Hollifield gave a review of the shop with a cop program which was a huge 
success. He also talked about the value of the relationship between schools and law 
enforcement, especially now that so many people are concerned about schools and their 
children's safety. He also said the relationship between law enforcement and the students 
was critical in keeping tabs on what was going on at the schools. He showed his concerns 
with the growth exploitation of children in internet pornography and urged parents to keep 
tabs on what their kids are doing on the computer.
Aired at 8:15am on Thursday, January 24, 2013

No Show, Bad Weather:  Friday, January 25, 2013

Amy Grimes, The Community Table
Topic: Amy talked about the advantages of having the expanded space at the new home of 
The Community Table, she also talked about using the building for some additional 
fundraisers and getting foods through the USDA programs and Manna Food Bank. She 
discussed this month’s Blue Plate Special is coming up soon and she talked about the 
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menu and how people can get involved as sponsors and volunteers.  Finally she talked 
about the Empty Bowl Fundraiser coming up in April. 
Aired at 8:15am on Monday, January 28, 2013

Becky Seymore
Topic: Becky Seymore talked about the Haywood County Arts Council and how the Arts 
Council is expanding their social media presence. She also talked about the performance 
schedule for Balsam Range, and the efforts to keep the Old Canton Theater which is now a 
cultural arts center operating and as a center can raise money for shelf sustaining.  Also 
she talked about several of the other music venues in the area and how the area is 
recognized for that and can take advantage of that public awareness.
Aired at 8:15am on Tuesday, January 29, 2013

Don Connelly, Sons of the American Revolution
Topic: Don talked about how a person can have the genealogy reacted to find out if they 
have a concentrator who was a supporter of the American Revolution and not just being a 
warrior. His ancestor risked his life, family, and farm to provide meat to the Continental 
Army. He also talked about how they support the vets place in Asheville which is a program 
of the ABCCM. About a hundred veterans are able to live and reconnect with their lives and 
society through this program which offers both a residential and education training program.
Aired at 8:15am on Thursday, January 31, 2013

Brandon Wilson – No Guest: Aired at 8:15am on Friday, February 1, 2013

Forest Parker Head of Maintenance and Programs for the Eastern Band
Topic: Forrest talked first about the value of the bio-energy program which produces 250 
gallons of bio fuel each day. The tribe has over 1000 vehicles which are able to use the 
diesel and biodiesel... which mixes or blends easily. The biodiesel can save the tribe about 
a thousand dollars a day on fuel costs.  He also talked about the Shiver in the River fishing 
contest which had $10,000 in prize money and the importance of Cherokee becoming a 
major fishing destination. He also expressed concerns about the problems with highway 
441 being closed due to a recent landslide.
Aired at 8:15am on Monday, February 4, 2013

Bryson City Council on the Arts
Topics: Talked most of the show about the Frog Level Philharmonic Dixieland Jazz Band 
having a show at the Bryson City Council on the Arts on Sunday. Eugenia Johnson could 
not come but we talked about her program from the materials she had sent to the program.
Aired at 8:15am on Tuesday, February 5, 2013

Claire Collins, Asst. Director Jackson Co. Arts Council and Anna Woodall, Volunteer
Topic: Claire talked about several up coming programs which included the show on 
Tuesday with the Struggle for Freedom and George Washington Carver and Friends at the 
WCU Bardo Center.  Also Soul Infusion will have a fundraiser next week giving a 
percentage of their proceeds to the Council. The upcoming membership meeting was 
discussed, and the Rotunda Gallery exhibits coming up soon. As a Volunteer Anna talked 
about keeping the office open and helping people apply for grants from the Arts Council and 
some of the people who have received Arts Council grants to help them create successful 
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programs. Some of these recipients include Gary Carden, The Green Energy Park, and the 
Spirit of Appalachia.
Aired at 8:15am on Thursday, February 7, 2013

Paul Lormand, Director, Bardo Fine and Performing Arts Center Director
Topic: Paul talked about the upcoming Frank Vignola Concert and the Rashomon Stage 
performance. Mr. Lormand talked about the successes of their previous shows and 
expected a packed house for Frank Vignola.  He also advocated for the local community to 
become partners and be part of the even increasing partnership among students, the 
communities and the university.
Aired at 8:15am on Friday, February 8, 2013

Anna Lippard, Melissa McKnight, Adam Bigelow
Topics:  Adam discussed the opening of the Community Garden in Cullowhee, what the 
person gets, the rent which is a sharing of the harvest with three agencies, Community 
Table, United Christian Ministries, and the Hispanic Food Mission. Also what happens when 
a person starts a garden and then abandons it, the importance of eating healthy, and the 
organic all natural foods from the Community Garden. Anna talked about the Healthy 
Carolinian Program which encouraged people to follow a variety menu everyday and lay off 
meat.  She also discussed the student recipe contest which will be taking place in the 
schools for the rest of this month. Melissa talked about the menu and the no meat Mondays. 
She also talked about the new food pyramid and how it supports more health eating and 
living.
Aired at 8:15am on Monday, February 11, 2013

Dave McCoy, Jackson County Little League President
Topic: Dave talked about the sign ups for little league that are going on for a couple of more 
weeks. He talked about the successes of the Little League baseball and girls softball 
program last year with a little league baseball team winning the state championship and 
going to Florida to play for the regional. Also some of the girls teams winning several 
tournaments in which they were playing.  Dave also talked about how the experience the 
girls are getting will be helpful when they get into High School. He talked about how they 
are looking for team sponsors and other activities to help sponsor the little league teams.
Aired at 8:15am on Tuesday, February 12, 2013

Jackson County Sheriff
Topic: The Jackson County Sheriffs Deputy Matt Hilton talked about the safety of schools 
especially when thinking about the incidents which have taken place at some of the schools 
such as in Connecticut. He also talked about the new Sylva Police Department Building and 
some of the software programs which make it more efficient to track and identify criminals, 
also programs like the Rambler Program which the Sylva Police Department uses. Another 
is the Lead on Line program which gives the officer much more information when they run a 
tag or a driver’s license.  He also talked about inter agency cooperation and how that is 
important in catching criminals such as was the recent case in California.
Aired at 8:15am on Thursday, February 14, 2013

Bill Studence
Topic: Bill brought the head of the Nursing Department at Western Carolina University and 
the Head of the Health Services Department at WCU. These two individuals talked about 
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the new modern building housing numerous classrooms, clinics, and labs giving the 
students much more practical and hands on experience. They also talked about the 
partnerships now available between the university and pay for service institutions such at 
MedWest. There was some discussion about the new dental clinic being constructed in 
partnership with the East Carolina University. Also the Aquatic Therapy Program was 
mentioned, also the EMT Programs and the transition of veterans into the health 
professions classes at WCU. They also discussed the new partnership program among 
local community colleges and WCU in which the student could get their two years of basis 
health classes at the community college then their final two years at WCU and save a lot of 
money. 
Aired at 8:15am on Friday, February 15, 2013

Mike Fitzgerald Mayor of Dillsboro, Mike Potts Nancy Tut’s Christmas Shop, Brenda 
Anders Dogwood Crafters, Jim Hartbarger Jarrett House
Topic: This group of Dillsboro business owners spoke first about the reduced traffic in 
Dillsboro when the Smoky Mountain Railroad left Dillsboro about ten years ago. They also 
had a discussion about the positive selling points of Dillsboro including the river (fishing) 
which is already getting several fishing events coming in. Also come of the car and truck 
events which are looking to come to Dillsboro. Also about the number of hotel rooms in 
Dillsboro which can handle a fairly large event. There was a discussion about the other 
events such as tubing, and some railroad related shows. When tourists come into Dillsboro 
they can show at a variety of stores and when some of the stores that are now closed might 
also be reopened with new vendors. There was a discussion about the available parking 
and the effort now underway to bring a Steam Engine to Dillsboro which would have runs 
between Dillsboro and Bryson City. 
Aired at 8:15am on Monday, February 18, 2013

DV Caitlin, Rashomon
Topic: Four Students in the Performing Arts Department at WCU discussed the Rashomon 
play on the stages of Hoey Auditorium at WCU.  They discussed the plot of the play, the 
work of the students to get their performances perfected, ticket information, and how they 
hoped for an excellent community turnout. They also talked about the other departments 
which were working with props, music and aesthetics.
Aired at 8:15am on Tuesday, February 19, 2013

Elizabeth Younce
Topic: Ms. Younce discussed the important role of school guidance counselors. The brave 
efforts of school officials, including school guidance counselors, likely saved lives at the 
Sandy Nook School shooting.  She also talked about the need for school counselors and 
commented that many times guidance counselors, who would take students to heart during 
difficult times, often find themselves being a surrogate parent for life. She also talked about 
some of the guidance counselor roles in testing and helping students find options for 
additional education after high school.
Aired at 8:15am on Thursday, February 21, 2013

Mary Barker
Topic: The discussion was about the state and federal block grant programs including the 
Older American's Act funds that assist with the provision of home attendant care for levels a 
one and two, assistance to transit, elder day care, congregate meals, and meals on wheels. 
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These programs are designed to make it possible for a person to stay in their own home at 
a lower cost and higher quality of life than one receives in institutional care. There are also 
special funding sources for people with disabilities.
Aired at 8:15am on Friday, February 22, 2013

Amy Grimes, The Community Table
Topic: Amy talked about the Community Garden and Adam Bigelow who is teaching some 
garden success programs. She also talked about some of the planned fundraising efforts 
including the Assault on Black Rock, this week Blue Plate Special and the upcoming Empty 
Bowl campaign. She also said the Community Table Accepts freshly harvested wild animals 
for food.  The Community Table has a cook who specializes in cooking wild game. 
Aired at 8:15am on Monday, February 25, 2013

Katie Elders
Topic: Katie discussed the Greening Up the Mountains Festival coming to downtown Sylva.  
She pointed out the different sponsorship levels for businesses, how to get a book for an 
exhibitor, the stage entertainment, and parking options and the shuttle they are planning on 
incorporating this year. Between eight and ten thousand visitors are expected to come to 
Sylva for the Festival. There is also a 5 K race that is part of this years; event. The overall 
festival has been redesigned to last until 5pm.
Aired at 8:15am on Tuesday, February 26, 2013

Sarah Gibson and Adam Bigelow
Topic: The primary topics on the discussion included the availability of the community 
garden, the need for volunteers, how the garden supports the Community Table and various 
local food pantries. Also discussed was the ability to raise a lot of vegetables in a small plot 
if planned correctly and cultivated properly. There was also a detailed discussion of the 
Come to the Table Conference at Southwestern Community College with is a big event for 
local volunteer and the faith based community in planning events to deal with hunger. 
Several topics are being offered which include how faith based communities can work 
together, elaboration of the need and program design and volunteer support. 
Aired at 8:15am on Thursday, February 28, 2013

Dr. Randal Savell, Gastroenterologist 
Topic: This program concentrated on the importance of individuals getting a colonoscopy 
starting by at least the age of 50.  Dr. Savell explained the benefits of a colonoscopy. Savell 
explained how doctors looked for polyps which can either be OK or pre-cancerous or 
cancerous. He explained the various levels of treatments for cancerous polyps and that 
early detection is important.  Also, he mentioned some signs which would suggest to a 
person they might be needing to see their doctor.
Aired at 8:15am on Friday, March 1, 2013

Sarah Altman, SCC Substance Abuse Certificate
Topic: This program centered on the Substance Abuse Programs at SCC and how students 
can take many of their credits and continue classes at WCU where they can obtain a BS or 
an advanced degree. She talked about some of the jobs available for a person with the 
Associates Degree. There was also a discussion about the ages of people who enter those 
programs; she has found that some students/graduates who are younger can deal with 
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individuals who are younger and starting into substance abuse while the older graduates 
may be dealing with the long time abuser.  She also indicated that studies of the human 
genogram showed that some genetic difference showed that a person might have a 
predisposition toward addiction.
Aired at 8:15am on Monday, March 4, 2013

Jake Buchanan SMHS Principal 
Topic: Mr. Buchannan talked about the current state basketball playoffs taking place in 
Greensboro tonight. He also talked about the success of the winter sports including 
wrestling, swimming, and both men's and women's basketball. He talked about some of the 
academic successes and about the students taking the ACT today. Also he talked about 
some of the other competitions and the importance of problem solving and creative thinking 
skills that students need to master.  He wrapped up the program with a discussion about the 
construction of the new building for the arts and the gymnasium. We also talked about the 
high school band concert tonight at WCU, and the choral groups going to New York for a 
choral competition.  
Aired at 8:15am on Tuesday, March 5, 2013

Steve White, Cullowhee United Methodist Church
Topic: Today on Five Forty Focus the Guests were Steve White with the Cullowhee United 
Methodist Church and Dillon Faust a WCU Student who is involved with the Wesley 
Foundation on the WCU Campus. The discussion was about the upcoming Golf 
Tournament to raise funds for the Wesley Foundation, a student organization which 
provides various community services and outreach activities in the local community and the 
extended community. Dillon talked about some of the special services to the WCU Students 
who can find a retreat in a safe environment at the Wesley Foundation located in the lower 
level of the First United Methodist Church in Cullowhee.
Aired at 8:15am on Thursday, March 7, 2013

Sam Bryant, Teen Challenge of the Smokies
Topic: We talked about Teen Challenge of the Smokies which is a year long treatment 
program for people with a history of substance abuse. Most of the people who come to this 
program are from outside the immediate area, and people from this area are often treated 
outside the local community which moves the participants from the community in which they 
had the bad experiences and influences. This is a religious based treatment program that 
works not only on breaking the addiction, but also offers job training so the person can 
change their life after they depart the program. The Teen Challenge Thrift Store helps raise 
money to support the program. 
Aired at 8:15am on Friday, March 8, 2013

Dick Sellers
Topic: Dick talked about the Trout Unlimited Chapter in Sylva, preserving trout habitat, 
practicing proper water and erosion control methods for development, the reintroduction of 
trout to some waters that had become uninhabitable for trout, catch and release programs, 
and some regulations concerning fishing in different streams.  He also talked about the 
Stream Identification Program that he is working on in the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. This is an effort to name and define all the streams that are viable in the Park, and 
making the distinction between a wet weather spring and a water flow that in consistent. He 
looks at old maps and documents and conducts interviews to find out stream names.
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Aired at 8:15am on Monday, March 11, 2013

Lynn Lazar, Jackson County Rotary and Ryan Schweibert
Topic: Lynn Lazar, the President of the Sylva Rotary Club and Ryan Schweibert who is the 
chairman of the Pancake Breakfast Committee talked about the work of the Rotary Club, 
how the late Charles McConnell had served in the Rotary Club with distinction, and some of 
the projects that he had championed. They also talked about some of the projects of the 
Rotary Club which include local involvement as well as national and international projects 
such as the Bridges to Prosperity, The Polio Eradication Project, Wheelchair Program, and 
Alzheimer's Research. The Pancake Breakfast will focus specifically on raising money for 
an endowed Charlie McConnell Scholarship at Southwestern Community College.
Aired at 8:15am on Tuesday, March 12, 2013

Nathan Clapsaddle, Todd Martin and Darlene Beckett 
Topic: Guests told all about the Smoky Mountain High Schools Snowboard and Skiing 
Team who are raising money to go to Aspen Colorado for the National Snowboard and 
Skiing Championship. Six of the top students are planning on attending along with the 
teacher and a chaperone. 
Aired at 8:15am on Thursday, March 14, 2013

Robert Jumper, Cherokee Travel and Tourism
Topic: Robert Jumper, member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, talked about the 
upcoming Rainbows and Ramp Festival on March 30, which celebrates the nearing of 
Spring-time, this Festival has marked the traditional beginning of fishing season (though the 
Tribe now has year-round fishing) and the Ramp or mountain leak. Elders and their families 
gather to eat, play games and listen to regionally popular music. Robert also reviewed some 
of the other festivals and activities to take place in Cherokee this summer
Aired at 8:15am on Friday, March 15, 2013

Jackson County Commissioners - Cancelled: Monday, March 18, 2013

Gene Schweizer and Pam Middleton, MedWest
Topic: This was a discussion to bring attention to March being Social Workers Appreciation 
Month.  Pam and Gene explained the role of social workers in assisting individuals needing 
additional health and social work resources because of the complications brought on by the 
aging process or disability. They also discussed the role of hospice and the work of Certified 
Nursing Assistants in providing both health and emotional supports and especially for those 
who are facing the prospects of having to relocate to an assisted living situation or a nursing 
home.  Also some end of life issues were addressed which included the role of hospice 
nurses in guiding families with a parent in the end of life stage. 
Aired at 8:15am on Tuesday, March 19, 2013

Mark Cantrell, NC Wildlife
Topic: Mike Cantrell with the US Fish and Wildlife Commission spoke of the importance of 
water quality in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. He touched on some of the 
adverse affects of acid rain on some of the streams in the higher elevations of the Park.  He 
also discussed the trout and other fish restoration projects to areas that had previously been 
uninhabitable for some of the native trout and other fish species. Mike also talked about the 
need for tree canopy for streams, water quality, and other factors which can impact fish 
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quality.  There was a discussion of the 40 year recovery of the Tuckasegee River after 
having massive aquatic life destruction from the years of paper mill pollution.  Now the river 
has become a major destination for fishers, some local fly fishers are becoming world class 
fishers, the local economy is becoming dependent upon the river for tourism dollars related 
to fishing.
Aired at 8:15am on Thursday, March 21, 2013

Marie Moss, Kali’s Angel Wings Walk
Topic: Marie talked about the child from Bryson City who recently died from being shaken 
by her mother. The Child's brother has been returned to his father's custody in Bryson City 
and is coping well in view of the absence of his sister.  Marie and others have taken upon 
themselves the task of having a memorial walk in Bryson City on April 20th to raise money 
for the Bryson City Qualla Safe House.  This will be used to give parents respite as well as 
children who may need a break from troubled home situation. Marie also talked about the 
other needs of the safe house and how people can help.
Aired at 8:15am on Friday, March 22, 2013

Amy Grimms, Community Table - Snow – No Guest: Monday, March 25, 2013

Melaine Batchlor, MedWest – Snow – No Guest: Tuesday, March 26, 2013

Sheriff’s Office - No Guest: Thursday, March 28, 2013

Darlene Beckett, SMHS:
Topic: Darlene Beckett brought in Tanner Beckett who talked about the skiing and 
snowboarding experience in Aspen, Colorado. Tanner finished fourth.  He also talked about 
the difference in their experience on real snow and lots of it, compared to Cataloochee 
which is mostly ice. As the conditions in Aspen worsened and became icier, it actually 
worked in their favor. Also Jacob Hammer won a gold Metal in the Slalom race. Jacob 
described the timing and the nature of the course, the different levels of competition, and 
how the competitions worked out.  Darlene talked about the logistics of getting the students 
to the event. She also expressed appreciation for those who contributed to making the trip 
possible and some of the fundraisers they’re going to have this year so they can go back 
again next year. Tanner also talked about an upcoming trip with the SMHS Chorus who are 
going to perform at Carnegie Hall in New York, and Jacob talked about the Band going to 
perform in Florida.
Aired at 8:15am on Friday, March 29, 2013

2-2-  LEGENDSLEGENDS  540540  AMAM

“LEGENDS” is an interview-style, 30-minute long program Wednesdays at 8:15 am with 
older citizens of the community discussing the past 60-70 years in Jackson Co. history and 
often drawing parallels on comparisons to today and their impact on the community. 
Following is a list of the dates of the interviews, the names of who was interviewed, and 
what was discussed:
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Henry Vance
Topics: Henry talked about his wife being forced to move from Judson when Fontana Lake 
was being built.  How his family moved from Fontana when he was a child so his dad could 
work on the railroad in Jackson County, how his dad died on the railroad and how his older 
brother took care of the family after his dad was killed.  He talked about the American 
Chestnut Trees and how they were important both for lumber and food for the wildlife, the 
gathering place of Old Bald, he also discussed how he remembered the end of WW2 and 
the rationing of goods. Also the cemeteries on the North Shore of Fontana Lake and the 
problems of getting families back to visit the cemeteries.
Aired at 8:15am on Wednesday, January 2, 2013

No Guest: Wednesday, January 9, 2013

Bob Buckner
Topics: Talked about growing up in Haywood County, knowing Ronnie Childress when he 
was a kid, getting started at in the band program at WCU hen getting a job at Sylva Webster 
while he was a WCU student, getting a feeder program in the elementary schools which 
helped build the championship band at Sylva Webster. He also explained how he got 
involved with the drum and bugle corps and with a friend who had been in the Marine Band 
which led to the development of the Drum Line. Bob also talked about getting university 
experience at East Tennessee State before taking the position at WCU to grow their 
marching band into a national championship band. He discussed the cutting edge 
performance developments he had implemented over the years and his consulting work 
now.  Finally he talked about the Bob Buckner Scholarship at WCU.
Aired at 8:15am on Wednesday, January 16, 2013

Winston Reed
Topics: Winston Reed retired teacher and Drivers Ed Instructor talked about his childhood 
growing up on Greens Creek and hunting and cooking bear with his father who was a 
mighty hunter, working at the slaughter pen, and how he and numerous other students in 
the late 1949's endured a group exercise of tonsil removal at Sylva High School. The 
school gym was turned into recovery and several dozen students had their tonsils removed 
that day. This practice was later discontinued. He also explained how he got his first job 
teaching Industrial Arts in Waynesville then later was asked to start doing Drivers 
Education.  He later moved to Job Corp in Franklin and taught several classes including 
Industrial Education and Drivers Education.  He told some stories about his experiences at 
Job Corp and some other stories about teachers and Driver's Ed job.  After retiring Winston 
took up deer hunting and recently endured a bout with Leukemia, which is now in remission. 
He thanked everyone for their prayers during his difficult medical trial.
Aired at 8:15am on Wednesday, January 23, 2013

James and Barbara Dooley
Topics: James and Barbara Dooley explained their coming to WCU Music Department in 
the late 60's. They discussed the WCU's traditional connection with the arts going back to 
the James Madison who was the founder. James talked about starting several community 
entities such as the Community Orchestra, and the Community Chorus which both have 
been successful. Musicians sometimes travel for over 100 miles to participate in these 
activities. He also talked about the WCU effort to become a Steinway piano campus. Finally 
he discussed the value of the Bob Buckner Scholarship.



WRGC First Quarter Issues-2013

 19

Aired at 8:15am on Wednesday, January 30, 2013

Jim Hartbarger - Rescheduled: Wednesday, February 6, 2013

Bill Crawford - No Guest: Wednesday, February 13, 2013

Sue Ellen Bridges
Topics:  Sue Ellen talked about her Childhood and how those experiences helped shape the 
setting and the plot of the four books she has written of which the most famous in Home 
Before Dark" She talked about some of the other material she had in mind to write, her son 
who is in the movies, the making of the Paradise Falls which had excellent reviews but was 
underfunded and under promoted because there were no "super stars" in the movie. She 
talked about living in Sylva and how many things had come to life since she and her 
husband moved here. She is exciting about the new performance venue at the High School, 
and the new library.
Aired at 8:15am on Wednesday, February 20, 2013

Jim Hartbarger
Topic: Jim talked about meeting Charlie McConnell shortly after Hartbarger moved to 
Sylva/Cullowhee to become head coach at WCU.  He told about knowing: "Bear" Bryant 
who was an icon at Alabama.  He was also the person who looked out "the Bear" and 
several other prominent coaches who came to Virginia Tech each summer for a fundraising 
event. Hartbarger had enjoyed success at other colleges prior to coming to WCU and the 
third year he was here he took the team to the NAIA National Title Game. He also talked 
about his coach at the academy he attended in Virginia in High School and how they 
assisted him with learning in spite of his dyslexia. Hartbarger was a successful coach at 
WCU and equally successful in his second career as the owner operator of the Jarrett 
House in Dillsboro.
Aired at 8:15am on Wednesday, February 27, 2013

Mary Nichols – SNOW - No Guest: Wednesday, March 6, 2013

Frank Burrell
Topics: Frank is a retired principal from Smoky Mountain High School and Superintendent 
of Jackson County Schools. He talked about his early life growing up in Cullowhee and his 
parents insisting that he and his sister go to college.  While he did not plan on being a 
teacher, he met his wife to be who graduated to be a teacher. He recalled the events 
surrounding the death of President Kennedy which happened while he was in college. After 
graduating he and his wife moved to Alaska where she taught and he started teaching and 
getting other courses so he could become a teacher as well. He talked about the Eskimo 
culture and the important things he learned while teaching there. He also talked about 
returning to Jackson County and becoming a principal, and the consolidation of the 
Cullowhee High School and Sylva Webster High School to become Smoky Mountain High 
School, and stated that most of the kids did just fine but some parents and alumni still 
resent the consolidation. Now as a retired educator, he teaches several classes on line for 
Southwestern Community College.
Aired at 8:15am on Wednesday, March 13, 2013
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Mary Nichols
Topics: Mary Nichols is a 90 year old citizen from Bryson City with a lifetime time of service 
to the citizens of Swain County. She spoke of her family's start in rural Swain County and 
how they lived and survived around the turn of the century. She was able to complete Mars 
Hill College about the time World War Two started.  When the local manager of Nantahala 
Power and Light Company was called up for duty in the war she was hired to be the office 
manager in a position she retained for 39 years. She talked about the construction of 
Fontana Dam, the dedication of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park with President 
Roosevelt which was an event that she attended. She also talked about her lifetime of 
volunteering at the First Baptist Church in Bryson City, told about being a cheerleader at 
Swain County High School, and how she was invited to be a guest cheerleader at the Swain 
County High School football game for the state championship in 2012 in Raleigh. Mary 
entertained listeners with a cheer.
Aired at 8:15am on Wednesday, March 20, 2013

Jack Hennessee
Topics: Jack's father was affiliated with one of the big timber companies in the 1930's when 
it was decided to construct a series of sawmills in Western North Carolina and North 
Georgia. After several years Mr. Hennessee decided to buy out his share of the company 
and concentrate on one huge sawmill in Sylva.  This proved to be a successful venture and 
the Hennessee Sawmill soon became a primary provider of white oak staves for the 
whiskey barrel industry, and then became the world's largest producer of chestnut lumber. 
He was drafted during the Korean War but was not deployed to Korea.  He told about 
playing football for Sylva High School in 1945 and when some of the soldiers returned from 
the war front, they were allowed to come back high school as students and play football.
Aired at 8:15am on Wednesday, March 27, 2013

3-3-  SSTORIESTORIES  OFOF  MMOUNTAINOUNTAIN  FFOLKOLK
“Stories of Mountain Folk” is an interview-style, recorded 30-minute long program Saturdays 
at 9:00am produced by Catch the Spirit of Appalachia. It is devoted to preserving the 
culture, history, arts and the stories of Western North Carolina. They speak with members 
of the community and the roles they play in it. The program also addresses certain events 
and activities that go on in the county and region. There is a highlight of traditional 
Appalachian Music during the program with musicians, along with artisans, crafters and 
story tellers. The following is a list of the dates of the interviews, the names of who was 
interviewed and what was discussed.

Storytelling: Amy takes you into the world of "Oh and So," a story about twin bears. 
(Music: “Let It Snow” by Ashleigh and Holly Fortner)
Creative Corner: Doreyl's guest is David Quarnstrom, a personal trainer who shares how 
we can all live healthier. (Music: “Thank You for Your Blessings” by the Cockman Family)
Stories of Mountain Folk: Amy continues her talk with Dave Waldrop about growing up in 
the mountains. Second part of three interviews. (Music: “My Carolina Home” by Ginny 
McAfee)
Black Roots of Appalachia: Victoria visits with Hazel R. Whiteside, who tells stories about 
growing up in the 1940's in Jackson County. (Music: “Jesus is Coming Soon” by the 
Inspirations)
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Down Another Road: Judy and her guest Jon Zackary talk about his family and his 
hometown of Cashiers in Jackson County. (Music: “Hang Me” by Jon Zackary)
Closing Song: “A Horse Named Cash” from the album Songs From Jackson County. 
Aired at 9:00am, Saturday, January 5, 2013

Storytelling: Amy shares her childhood memories of "Swinging on the Swinging Bridge." 
(Music: "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot" by Jo Northup & Richard Birt)
Creative Corner: Doreyl's guest is once again David Quarnstrom, a personal trainer who 
continues his discussion about keeping fit. (Music: "Lone Cowgirl" by the Butterpats)
Stories of Mountain Folk: Amy's guest, Dave Waldrop, talks about the history of the 
Chestnut tree in Jackson County. (Music: "Cutting Chestnuts" by Dave Waldrop)
Special Interview: In a tribute to Nancy Jane Chastine from Tuckasegee, we are rerunning 
this interview from 2010. Jane passed away last week at 103 years old.
Down Another Road: Judy's guest Jon Zackary tells some humorous stories about his 
family from Cashiers. (Music: "Across the Blue Ridge Mountains" by Jon Zackary, Sheila 
Kay Adams and Judy Rhodes)
Closing Song: Final Tribute to Nancy Jane Chastine: "I Want to Stroll Over Heaven With 
You" by Archie Watkins. 
Aired at 9:00am, Saturday, January 12, 2013

Storytelling:  Amy shares a story about her Uncle Sterling, “The Day the Smokies Turned 
Blue.” (Music: "Keep on the Firing Line" by the Cockman Family from Sherrills Ford.)
Creative Corner: Doreyl's guest Mike Potts who talks about his Jackson County family and 
the “Rebel Restaurant.” (Music: "Smoky Mountain Memories" by Betty Brown from 
Tuckasegee.)
Stories of Mountain Folk: Amy talks with 20-year old Colin Martin who goes to Warren 
Wilson College, who talks about his love of music and different instruments.  (Music: 
"Tennessee Waltz" by Colin Martin from Cullowhee.)
Stories of the Cherokee:  Robert Jumper talks with Nikki Nations, a Cherokee Elder, about 
growing up on the Boundary. (Music: “Guide Me, Jehovah” by Walker Calhoun from 
Cherokee.)
Down Another Road: Judy's guest is Madeline Wadley, another young Warren Wilson 
College student majoring in Appalachian Studies. (Music: "One Morning in May" by 
Madeline Wadley from Asheville.)
Closing Song: “Crying Holy” by the Hominy Valley Boys from Waynesville.
Aired at 9:00am, Saturday, January 19, 2013

Storytelling: Amy's story today takes us back to a cove on the mountainside with a story 
about "Washing Clothes in the Smoke."(Music: "Smoke Gets in Your Eyes" by Artie Shaw.)
Creative Corner: Doreyl's guest is Mike Potts from Dillsboro once again, who shares his 
memories of large families in the old days and how it has affected his life. (Music: "There is 
a Time" by Appalachian Fire.)
Stories of Mountain Folk: Amy talks Jan Davidson from Murphy, Director of the John C. 
Campbell Folk School, who gives a synopsis of growing up in a changing time. (Music: 
"Rich Mountain Stomp" by the Queen Family.)
Black Roots of Appalachia: Victoria's guest is Shirley West Parks, Principle of East 
Franklin Elementary in Macon County, who shares a story of struggle and success. (Music: 
“Joshua 'Fit' the Battle of Jericho” by the Golden Gate Quartet.)
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Down Another Road: Judy's guest is Gary Carden, Winner of the 2012 North Carolina 
Literature Award and Sylva's Storyteller, who does what he does best--tells stories. (Music: 
"This Nearly Was Mine" by the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra.)
Closing Song: “I'm Coming Back, But I don't know When” by Hylo Brown.
Aired at 9:00am, Saturday, January 26, 2013

Storytelling: Today with Amy's story we find ourselves hearing a memory called "Buckeyes 
and Snowflakes." (Music: "Just One More Day" by Keith Shuler.)
Creative Corner: Doreyl's guest is again Mike Potts from Dillsboro, who shares his feelings 
of family and living yesterday and today. (Music: "We Gather Together" by Jo Northup & 
Richard Birt.)
Stories of Mountain Folk: Amy talks Jan Davidson from Murphy, Director of the John C. 
Campbell Folk School, who tells the history of this famous folk school in Brasstown, NC. 
(Music: "Little Black Mustache" by Mary Jane Queen.)
Special--CSA Scholarships: Amy introduces the 2013 CSA scholarship opportunities for 
graduating seniors from WNC. (Music: “The Ballad of Old Blue” by the Cockman Family)
Down Another Road: Judy's guest is once more Gary Carden, Winner of the 2012 North 
Carolina Literature Award and Sylva's Storyteller, who tells us about some imaginary 
animals of Appalachia. (Music: "Old Slewfoot" by the McDowell Family.)
Closing Song: “Wildwood Flower” by Colin Martin.
Aired at 9:00am, Saturday, February 2, 2013

Storytelling: Today with Amy's story takes us up to the valley below Horseshoe Rock in 
Little Canada in the 1800s, with "And the Wolves Howl at Night."  (Music: Background 
music is "Along the Appalachian Trail.")
Creative Corner: Doreyl's guest is Brant Barnes from Dillsboro who shares his knowledge 
about the history of pottery in North Carolina.  (Music: "Pike County" by the McDowell 
Family.)
Stories of Mountain Folk: Amy talks with Michael M. Rogers, watercolor artist from 
Franklin, NC. He talks about new techniques in his art production.  (Music: "God is My 
Refuge" by Mountain Faith.)
Stories of the Cherokee: Robert's guest is Tonya Carroll, 2010-2011 Miss Cherokee. They 
talk about the Cherokee culture in many different aspects.  (Music: "Corn Dance" by Walker 
Calhoun.)
Closing Song: "Dona Nobis Pacem" (Grant Us Peace) by Jo Northup.
Aired at 9:00am, Saturday, February 9, 2013

Storytelling: Today Amy shares with you her "First Date." (Music: Background music is 
"Deep in My Heart.")
Creative Corner: Doreyl's guest is Brant Barnes from Dillsboro for his second interview, 
who shares about his life and people who have influenced him. (Music: "Take a Moment 
and Live" by the Smoky Mountain Boys.)
Stories of Mountain Folk: Amy's guest came from the story about SOMF in February's 
"Our State Magazine"--80 yr. old John Campbell Scroggs from Canton--who shares the 
story of his life. (Music: "Hey Old Timer" by Ginny McAfee.)
SPECIAL: Today's special interview is with R.O. Wilson, a rerun from January, 2009, who 
talks about planting by the signs. (Music: "I've Been Everywhere" by Butterpats.)
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Down Another Road: Judy talks with Jeanette Queen Schrock from Hendersonville this 
week, telling stories about growing up on Johns Creek (Music: "Fair & Tender Ladies" by 
Jeanette Queen Schrock).
Closing Song: "Two Jigs" a new original song.
Aired at 9:00am, Saturday, February 16, 2013

Storytelling: Today Amy tells the story of how she was "Daddy's Little Helper." (Music: 
Background music is "I See the Lord")
Creative Corner: Doreyl's guest is Brant Barnes from Dillsboro for his third interview, who 
shares his deep love of pottery, with a description of how he realized his talent. (Music: 
"Orange Blossom Special" by Vance Trull.)
Stories of Mountain Folk: Amy's guest is L. Scott Philyaw, Director of WCU's Mountain 
Heritage Center, who gives us a glimpse of his childhood. (Music: "Flop Eared Mule" by 
Raymond Fairchild.)
Black Roots of Appalachia: Victoria's interview today is with Sibyl Davis Blakely from 
Sylva, who shares some events in her life on Locus Creek. (Music: "High, Low and Wide" 
by the Golden Gate Quartet.)
Down Another Road: Judy's guest is Garius Hill from Madison County, who talks about his 
encounters with and love of bears and other animals during his lifetime. (Music: "Amazing 
Grace" by Garius Hill).
Closing Song: "Boogie Woogie Boy" by the Asheville Muses.
Aired at 9:00am, Saturday, February 23, 2013

Storytelling: Today Amy's story is all about "The Little Girl I Grew Up With."  (Music: 
Background music is "Wish Upon A Star" by Jo Northup and Richard Birt.)
Creative Corner: Doreyl's guest is Heather Gordon, director of Jackson County's 4-H 
Youth Development. We learn what 4-H is all about in today's world.  (Music: "Whatever 
Happened to the Yodeling Cowgirls" by the Butterpats.)
Stories of Mountain Folk: Amy's second visit with L. Scott Philyaw, Director of WCU's 
Mountain Heritage Center, gives us the history of and programs available through the 
Mountain Heritage Center. (Music: "You'll Grow into It" by Terry Edwards.)
Stories of the Cherokee:  Robert's guest is Kristy Maney Herron, photographer and 
creative resources coordinator for the tribe. She talks about her experience growing up and 
how sometimes cultural differences are hard to see. (Music: "Quail Dance" by Bo Taylor.)
Down Another Road:  Judy's guest is once more Garius Hill, a world traveler musician now 
in Madison County, who compares the availability of music in New York to the music in 
WNC. (Music: Original Improv by Garius Hill).
Closing Song: "Wildwood Flower" by Henry Queen.
Aired at 9:00am, Saturday, March 2, 2013

Storytelling: Amy's story today is called "Overalls and Rainbow Trout," a story about her 
dad and Aunt Lillie.  (Music: "Old Gravel Road" by the Rye Holler Boys)
Creative Corner: Doreyl's guest is once again Heather Gordon, director of Jackson 
County's 4-H Youth Development. Topics are specific heritage programs for local 4-H. 
 (Music: "Dueling Banjos" by the Ross Brothers)
Stories of Mountain Folk: Amy's guest is Sona Norton, who talks about her Norton 
heritage in Jackson County. (Music: "A Horse Named Cash" by Milan Miller.)
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SPECIAL: Featuring a reprisal of an interview from March, 2009 of Stedman Mitchell from 
Cullowhee, who was 93 at the time of the interview. (Music: "Born to Sing" by Betty Brown.)
Closing Song: "In the Country" by Chrystal Deitz.
Aired at 9:00am, Saturday, March 9, 2013

Storytelling: Amy takes you back today with her story “Grandma’s Apron.” (Music: 
Background music is "As the Deer Pants" by David Bauer.)
Creative Corner: Doreyl's guest is Will Peebles, Director of the WCU Music Department, 
who shares what’s coming up in public performances. (Music: "No. 3 Allegro Grazioso" by 
the Center City Brass Quintet.)
Stories of Mountain Folk: Today we meet Pam Meister, Curator of Mountain Heritage 
Center at WCU in Cullowhee, who gives us a glimpse of her life in the arts. (Music: "Smoky 
Mountain Emerald Bridge" by Ron Smith.)
Black Roots of Appalachia: Victoria’s interview today is Minnie Jo Jackson, who talks 
about Easter in the old days. (Music: "Standing on the Solid Rock" by Vocal Union)
Down Another Road: Judy's guest is Kelly Banner from Madison County, who shares a 
“chicken” story from her youth. (Music: “Chickens,” by C.W. Colt.
Closing Song: “It’s Outta My Hands” by Terry Edwards.
Aired at 9:00am, Saturday, March 16, 2013

Storytelling: Today we get to hear all about Amy’s first true love. (Music: Background 
music is "Melody of Love" by Richard Hayman.)
Creative Corner: Doreyl's guest is David Starnes, Marching Band Director for WCU, who 
talks about some of the awards the marching band has received nationwide. (Music: "Block 
State Red and White" by NC State Wolfpack.)
Stories of Mountain Folk: Amy is once again at the Mountain Heritage Center at WCU; 
today we hear from Peter Koch, Education Associate. (Music: "So Long to the Red River 
Valley" by the Butterpats.)
Stories of the Cherokee: Robert’s guests today are Todd and Sally Kent, who share some 
of their thoughts on marriage between cultures, and the importance of heritage. (Music: 
"The Beloved Woman’s Song by Eddy Bushyhead)
Down Another Road: Judy's guest is Woody Wiggins, pastor, who shares the history of 
two churches in Haywood County. (Music: “God’s Rainbow Promise” by Betty Collins 
Brown.
Closing Song: “The Old Wood Burning Stove" by Home Delivery.
Aired at 9:00am, Saturday, March 23, 2013

Storytelling: The story today is called "Stepping Out and Stepping In," a story of change. 
(Music: Background music is "Sugarlands Suite" by Bill Mize and Martha Jacobs.)
Creative Corner: Doreyl's guest is Mike Lancaster, Choral Director for WCU, who tells the 
story of how he came to love to sing and direct singers. 
Stories of Mountain Folk: Today we hear from Trina Royar, Festival Coordinator for 
Mountain Heritage Day, who tells us about her years as a Green Grass Cloggers. (Music: 
"Appalachian Flatfoot Clogging" by Jimmy Johnson.)
Black Roots of Appalachia: Victoria interviews Emma Lou Bryson who talks about 
incidents in her life. (Music: "Wade in the Water" by Golden Gate Quartet)
Down Another Road: Judy spends time with Tommy Calloway, from Highlands, who 
shares incidents of his youth. (Music: "Watermelon on the Vine" by Jim Greer)
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Closing Song: "Three Men on a Mountain" by Mountain Faith
Aired at 9:00am, Saturday, March 30, 2013

4-  CROOKCROOK  ANDAND  CHASECHASE  COUNTRYCOUNTRY  COUNTDOWNCOUNTDOWN

 “Crook and Chase Country Countdown” is a four hour syndicated program on 540AM 
WRGC with this weeks top 30 country singles, plus interviews with the stars. 
Aired at 7pm, Saturdays

5-  INTOINTO  THETHE  BLUEBLUE

“Into the Blue” Three hour syndicated program on 540AM WRGC hosted by Nashville's four 
time IBMA Broadcaster of the Year Terry Herd, features three hours of the very best in new, 
current and vintage bluegrass, as well as insightful anecdotes and interviews with the stars. 
Aired at 11:00am – 2:00pm, Saturdays

6-6-  REALREAL  ESTATEESTATE  SENSESENSE

“Real Estate Sense” A one hour program sponsored by Western Carolina Properties on 
Saturday mornings at 10:00AM. Give listeners a chance to call in a ask Real Estate related 
questions to a knowledgeable agent and his guest. 
Aired at 10:00am, Saturdays

7-  THETHE  GOSPELGOSPEL  GREATSGREATS  WITHWITH  PAULPAUL  HEILHEIL

“The Gospel Greats” A two hour syndicated program is a fast-paced, entertaining, 
encouraging and uplifting two hours each week of music and music-related news and 
features, produced and hosted by America's best-known Southern Gospel radio personality, 
Paul Heil. 
Aired at 4:00pm, Sundays

8-  ATLANTAATLANTA  BRAVESBRAVES  BASEBALLBASEBALL

A Regional Sports Broadcast with a large fan base aired live on 540AM WRGC.

9-  COMMUNITY CHURCH SERVICES

• East Sylva Daily Devotional, one minute devotional. 
Aired at 8:55am, Weekdays, Monday-Friday

• Woodland Church of Christ Devotional, One minute program dedicated to improving 
ones life through the gospel.
Aired at 11:55am, Weekdays, Monday-Friday

• Tom Holden “Bible Believers” Worship Service, 30 minute sermon.
Aired at 9:00am, Sundays
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• Mt. Zion Worship Service, 30 min. church service.
Aired at 9:30am, Sundays

• Scotts Creek Baptist Church Worship Service, 1 hour live broadcast of their Sunday 
Service.
Aired at 11:00am, Sundays

• East Sylva Baptist Church Worship Service
Aired at 6:00 pm, Sundays

10- Tie One On with Jerry McNeely
A fishing program with special focus on water and environmental issues affecting water 
quality in Western North Carolina.
Aired at 1pm-2pm, Sundays

SSECTIONECTION  D:D:    SSHORTHORT  FFORMORM  PPROGRAMSROGRAMS

WRGC airs a number of special announcements during the course of a day.  Listed here 
are some of the organizations supported by these specific topic and regularly scheduled 
public service announcements.

1- Organization: JACKSON COUNTY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICES
     Program: EXTENSION REPORT
     Description: Program Length Varies from one to five minutes

The Extension Service of the NC State University and NC A&T State University has offices 
throughout the state.  Local County Extension Service Agents serve both farmers and 
homeowners with information and research on plants, animals, food preparation, and most 
everything associated with agribusiness.  The Extension Report features County Agents 
covering a variety of topics.  Five different programs air once each day Monday through 
Friday at 12:20pm.

2- Organization: NBC NEWS
    Program:  MEET THE PRESS
    Description: Program Length is one hour

Meet the Press is an interview program with governmental leaders in Washington. Airs each 
Sunday at 3pm-4pm

3- Organization: JOHN LOCKE
    Program:  LESSONS IN LEADERSHIP
    Description: Program Length is one hour

Interviews, leaders, corporations and non-profit organizations to learn their secrets of 
success and sustainability in an every changing world.
Aired at 7:00 pm, Sundays
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5- Organization: NED RYAN DOYLE
    Program:  OUR SOUTHERN COMMUNITY
    Description: Program Length is one hour

Talks to individuals in Southwestern North Carolina on topics of sustainable agriculture, 
organic foods and situations of environmental and economic concerns.
Aired at 2pm-3pm, Sundays

6- COMMUNITY CALENDAR AND PSAs

The Community Calendar is a regularly scheduled listing of various community events.  
These announcements are approximately 30-seconds in length and are aired on an R-O-S 
basis.  This is only a sampling of the community groups & events that have benefited from 
these announcements. 

Group Event
Golden LEAF Comm. Asst. Initiative Community Forum
Cherokee Travel and Tourism Festivals/Event Announcements
Come to the Table, RAFI-USA WNC Conference Announcement
Community Churches Special Services, Weather Closings/Delays 
Community Table Monthly Blue Plate Specials
Community Table Fundraisers/Hours of Service
F. Patrick McGuire DDS Free Oral Cancer Screening
Friends of the Jackson County Library Book Sale
Guardian Ad Litem Program “Be the voice for a child”
Haywood County Arts Council Event Announcements
Jackson Co. Airport Authority Monthly Meeting
Jackson Co. Board of Commissioners Monthly Meeting
Jackson Co. Board of Education Monthly Meeting
Jackson Co. Chamber of Commerce Upcoming Events
Jackson County Child and Nutrition School Menus
Jackson Co. Dept. on Aging Monthly Events/Meetings
Jackson Co. Family Resource Center Upcoming Classes and Events
Jackson Co. Green Energy Park Upcoming Classes and Events
Jackson Co. Dept. of Public Health Freshstart Tobacco Cessation Program
Jackson Co. Dept. of Public Health Flu Vaccines
Jackson Co. Little League Registration Announcements
Jackson Co. Main Library Monthly Events
Jackson Co. Planning Board Monthly Meeting
Jackson Co. Public Schools School Closings/Delays/Fundraisers
Jackson Co. Recreation/Parks Events/Registrations
Jackson Co. Rotary Fundraiser Announcements
Jackson Co. School Board Monthly Meeting
Jackson Co. Sheriff’s Department Various Announcements/Alerts
Jackson Co. Solid Waste Department Monthly Meeting/Closings
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John W. Bardo FPAC Upcoming Events
Lake Junaluska 100 Years of Spiritual Leadership Celebration
MedWest – Harris Free Screenings/Lunch and Learn Programs
National Park Service and the U.S. 
Dept. of Interior

Various Announcements, Closings, Alerts, Etc.

North American Indian Women’s 
Association (NAIWA)

Monthly Meeting

NC Council of Indian Affairs / Indian 
Child Welfare Committee 

Upcoming Meeting 

NC Council for Women / Domestic 
Violence Commission 

Upcoming Meeting 

NCDOT Public Meetings.
NCSU  Extension Horticulture events & Pesticide Pick-up day
NC Veterans Affairs Commission Upcoming Meeting
Red Cross Jackson County Blood Drives
Shriners Hospitals for Children Free Screening Clinic
Silas McDowell Chapter of the Sons of 
the American Revolution

Monthly Meeting Announcement

Smoky Mountain Chapter (NARFE) Monthly Meeting Announcement 
Smoky Mtn. Pregnancy Care Center Various Announcements
Southwestern Community College Meetings/Closings/Delays/Events
Sylva Garden Club Meeting Announcements
Sylva Town Commission Monthly Meeting
Town of Sylva Greening Up the Mountains
TWSA Monthly Meeting
WCU Police Dept. and Office of 
Continuing and Professional Education

Self-Defense Class

Western Carolina University School of Nursing Education Fair
Western Carolina University Multi-Use Trail System Opening
Western Carolina University FAFSA Day
Western Carolina University Sports Announcements


