
QUARTERLY ASCERTAINMENTS / COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

 
STATION:  WAJR—November, 2022 
 
SUBJECT:  WVU Teacher & Service Personel Member of the Year   
 
DISCUSSION:    
 
Eastwood Elementary Kindergarten teacher Amber Nichols was named West Virginia 
Teacher of the Year by the West Virginia Department of Education.   Nichols received the 
honor during a recent ceremony at the State Culture Center. 
 
"I was so shocked," Nichols said  "Very excited, though.  It was an exciting process and I 
anticipate an exciting year representing West Virginia" 
 
Nichols has taught for 21 years and she plays an active role in the school’s leadership, 
curriculum and behavior intervention teams, and she additionally mentors future 
educators. 
 
"She cares deeply for her students and community and I believe she will be an inspiration 
for many. I appreciate her diligent work in our public schools,"” West Virginia 
Superintendent of Schools David Roach said 
 
Nicholas will receive a vehicle to use for one year from Toyota Motor Manufacturing West 
Virginia; $5,000 from Highmark West Virginia and the Horace Mann Companies; a $1,000 
classroom grant from the West Virginia Education Association; a two-night stay at Tygart 
Lake State Park; a $250 Amazon gift card from West Virginia Professional Educators; and 
$500 from the American Federation of Teachers-West Virginia.  
 
"I am so blessed to be in an kindergarten classroom and I am a firm believer in having 
every child feel safe, loved and appreciated," Nichols said.  "I believe early education is 
where we get them hooked on learning.  We also have to help them deal with the things 
they come into the door with  Kids now are coming into school with trauma, food insecurity 
and really heavy things they have to deal with in their real lives."  
 
Nichols is a Doddridge County native and she has degrees from both Shepherd University 
and West Virginia University.   
 
Jessica Grose was named the West Virginia School Service Personnel of the Year. Grose is 
a special education aide at Hodgesville Elementary School in Buckhannon; she has 11 years 
of experience in education. 
 
Grose said she cannot wait to celebrate the honor with her students. 
 
"The kids asked me the other day if we were going to have a party if I won," she said. 
"Guess what kids? If you're watching live — ’cause I know you are — be ready for a 
party." 
 
Grose received $2,500 from the Horace Mann Companies; $2,500 from Highmark West 
Virginia; $500, a tumbler and a glass ornament from the West Virginia School Service 



Personnel Association; a two-night stay at Twin Falls Resort State Park; and a piece of art 
from Blenko Glass Company. All finalists received a $25 gift card from Adams Hallmark, 
and all county winners got a tumbler from the West Virginia School Service Personnel 
Association and a certificate from the state Department of Education. 
 
 
DATE:  Sunday,  November 6, 2022 
 
TIME / DURATION:  2:18  
 
GUESTS:  West Virginia Teacher of the Year Amber Nichols, West Virginia 
Superintendent of Schools David Roach and West Virginia Service Personel Member of the 
Year Jessica Grosse 
 
MEDIA INTEREST:  Talk of the Town – WAJR, Dominion Post, WVAQ, WKKW, 
WBOY, WDTV, facebook, twitter  
 
YEAR: 2022 
 
QUARTER:  4th     
 


