
Quarterly Issues/Programs List 

MontanaPBS (KUSM-TV Bozeman & KUFM-TV Missoula) 

 

MontanaPBS is committed to providing coverage of major issues and problems in the communities served.  The following list represents a sample 

(no less than five) of significant issues responded to by MontanaPBS along with the most relevant programming treatment of those issues for the 

fourth quarter of 2012 (October 1, 2012  –December 31, 2012).  This listing is by no means exhaustive, and the order in which the issues appear 

does not reflect any priority or significance. 
Description of Issue Program/Segment Date Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of Program Segment 
Long Term Care  Montana Ag Live “Montana Long-Term 

Care Partnership Insurance” 
10/7/2012 
10/14/2012 

6pm 
11am 

56min. A regular call-in information program dealing with agricultural and gardening issues in Montana. 
Presented by MontanaPBS in association with Montana State University Extension, this program 

invites experts onto the panel to discuss everything from pesticide use, and large-scale agricultural 

techniques to backyard gardening questions and even which mushroom to pick in the woods.  In 

this episode Marsha Goetting, Extension Ag Economist discusses what Montana Long-Term Care 

Partnership Insurance program is.?  

State Taxes 
 

Billing Montanans: 2 Family Tax Stories 10/4/2012 
10/6/2012 

10/10/2012 

10/21/2012 
10/24/2012 

10/25/2012 

11/4/2012 

7pm 
5pm 

8:30pm 

4:30pm 
11:30am 

7:30pm 

10:30am 

28min. Every election year politicians love to talk about taxes, but how much do we really know about 
where our Montana tax dollars go? Would better information help the conversation? This program 

follows two Montana families and their property tax and state income tax dollars. 

Election 2012 – U.S. Senate Race On Their Records: Tester and Rehberg 10/15/2012 

10/18/2012 

10/21/2012 
10/24/2012 

10/28/2012 

10/30/2012 
11/1/2012 

11/3/2012 

11/4/2012 

8pm 

7pm 

10am 
12Noon 

6pm 

9:30pm 
7pm 

4:30pm 

4pm 

40min. This in-depth examination of Tester and Rehberg's congressional records details the positions 

they've taken on major issues such as health care, budget cuts and bailouts. It also explores some 

of the bills the two candidates have written and sponsored while in Congress. 

Election 2012 – Ballot Measures From the People: Montana’s 2012 Ballot 
Measures 

 

10/4/2012 
10/7/2012 

10/8/2012 

10/14/2012 
10/17/2012 

10/19/2012 

10/20/2012 

10/31/2012 

11/4/2012 

7:30pm 
10:30am 

8:30pm 

4:30pm 
7:30pm 

8:30pm 

5pm 

12:30pm 

6:30pm 

27min. In addition to high profile races for U.S. Senate and Governor, Montanans will also be deciding 
two citizen-proposed ballot measures. One puts medical marijuana reform passed by the 2011 

Legislature up for a public vote. The other places a nonbinding state directive that corporations 

are not people. The 2011 State Legislature is also putting three measures up to a public vote 
regarding abortion, immigration, and the Affordable Care Act. This program provides clear 

information from both sides of these measures. Viewers will also learn about the history of the 

citizen-passed initiative in Montana and how the process works today. 

Election 2012 – Governor’s Race  Montana Focus “The Top Job” 10/17/2012 
10/19/2012 

10/25/2012 

10/27/2012 
10/28/2012 

10/31/2012 

11/4/2012 

7pm 
8pm 

7pm 

5pm 
10:30am 

12Noon 

6pm 

27min. The "top job" in Montana government is up for grabs. Under the state's term limits law, Governor 
Brian Schweitzer will be leaving office after eight years at the helm. His successor will have a 

budget surplus of more that $453 million as a cushion to make the transition a little easier.  

Vying to replace Schweitzer, are Democrat Steve Bullock, Republican Rick Hill, and Libertarian 
Ron Vandevender.  

Montana Focus scratches beneath the surface of the stump speeches to find out how the 

candidates really feel about the same topics that are demanding candidate's attention around the 
country. That includes jobs, the economy, health care, abortion and gay rights. Will they join 

other state's that are pursuing efforts to roll back President Obama's affordable health care plan? 

Will they push for an expansion of Montana's rich deposits of coal and oil? 

 


