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TOPICS COVERED 

Same Sex Marriage Issue
Civil Rights History
Medicaid Expansion

The Future of College Education

Selma 50th Anniversary 

March 4: “1865: Selma’s first march to freedom.” This weekend, the city of Selma 
will mark the fiftieth anniversary of the civil rights event known as “bloody 
Sunday.” In 1965, sheriff deputies and state troopers attacked African American 
protesters during a voting rights march from Selma to Montgomery. The violence 
is etched into world history, but it’s not the first time this city has seen bloodshed  
nor was 1965 the city's first "march to freedom." 7:44, 4:44 (4:00)

March 5: “From Bloody Sunday to a White Wedding.” This weekend, the city of 
Selma will remember the fiftieth anniversary of the event known as Bloody 
Sunday. State troopers attacked voting rights marchers with clubs and tear gas in 
1965. The Edmund Pettus Bridge, where the bloodshed took place, has become 
a monument to the civil rights movement. For one Atlanta couple, the bridge is a 
symbol of something else, and that’s raising some eyebrows in Selma. 7:44. 4:44 
(5:09)



March 6: “This is something I’ll tell my kids…” This Sunday the city of Selma will 
remember the fiftieth anniversary of an event that became known as Bloody 
Sunday. Voting Rights marchers crossing the Edmund Pettus Bridge in 1965 
were attacked by state troopers and a sheriff’s posse. History like this may be 
fresh in the memories of our parents and grandparents. But a group of student 
journalists from the University of Alabama got to experience the story for 
themselves. Alabama Public Radio newsroom intern Sarah Sherill was among 
them, and she files this report…(5:00) 7:45. 4:44

March 9: “Sounds of Selma.” Alabama Public Radio news director Pat Duggins 
produced this video while covering the 50th anniversary jubilee of "bloody 
Sunday" on Selma's Edmund Pettus bridge. 6:44, 4:44 (5:00) 

March 9: “Sights of Selma.” Alabama Public Radio news director Pat Duggins 
produced this video as additional content on the web while covering the 50th 
anniversary jubilee of "bloody Sunday" on Selma's Edmund Pettus bridge. (3:00)

March 27—“More Bridges to Cross…” Pat Duggins and the APR news team 
produced this documentary on the fiftieth anniversary of “bloody Sunday” attack 
on the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma. The program featured foot solider 
Bennie Lee Tucker…“At that time, we’d been singing songs, we shall overcome, 
and before I’d be a slave…be dead and buried in my grave,” says Bennie Lee 
Tucker. He’s seventy four years old, and he spent the last fifty five of those years 
here in Selma. “And we gonna let nobody turn us around, no more Governor 
Wallace…no more white folk,” he says. (30:00) 7 pm 

Current Events

February 8: Alex AuBuchon reports on impending legalization of gay marriage in 
Alabama. All that’s left is for U.S. District Judge Callie Granade to lift the stay she 
imposed last month. At that point, same-sex couples all across the state will be 
free to apply for marriage licenses. That's despite a robust appeal attempt by the 
State of Alabama and its Attorney General, Luther Strange. (5:06) 7:44, 4:44

February 13: Alex AuBuchon reports on confusion regarding differing statutes for 
same-sex marriage in Alabama: A U.S. District Judge ordered the probate judge 
in Mobile County to issue marriages to same sex couples. What’s less certain is 
whether this ruling will force other counties to do likewise. All the legal wrangling 
could leave Valentine’s Day especially hollow for one Tuscaloosa couple.              
(4:58) 7:44



February 13: Pat Duggins reports how Tuscaloosa County issued its first 
marriage license to a same sex couple this morning. The historic moment was 
the result of a federal court order in Mobile County. Alabama has been in a legal 
whirlwind all week over when the State’s chief justice refused to enforce an 
earlier federal ruling that same sex marriages in the state are legal. Today’s legal 
change of heart in Tuscaloosa means joy for one couple and confusion for 
another. (5:00) 4:44

February 18: “Jerry Michalski on the Relationship Economy”   The University of 
Alabama’s College of Communication and Information is hosting a series of 
speakers to start a strategic planning process for the future of the University. The 
first of those speakers, Jerry Michalski, joined us for an interview. He’s a 
technology expert and the founder of REX, the Relationship Economy 
Expedition. He’s advised several large companies, tech startups and nonprofits 
about how to take advantage of the rapidly increasing connectivity in today’s 
world. (4:35) 7:44, 4:44

February 24, “Tuscaloosa and Its Gay Community Celebrate Mardi Gras…” 
Mardi Gras is here. The festival along the gulf coast is a time for parades and 
costumes and party goers catching plastic beads and doubloons. This year’s 
celebration in Alabama follows a Valentine’s Day like no other. Same sex 
couples got married and that includes two in Tuscaloosa. This follows a federal 
court hearing in Mobile that resulted in an order that prompted county probate 
judges to start issuing marriage licenses. This change, combined with Mardi 
Gras, is giving Tuscaloosa’s gay community a unique chance to interact with 
their neighbors in conservative Alabama. (5:00) 7:44, 4:44.

March 25, “Medicaid Expansion in Alabama: The Battle of the Five Armies…” 
The current state legislation session is underway and one topic that seems to be 
getting a cold reception is Medicaid expansion. Governor Robert Bentley caused 
political shockwaves when he said he was at least open to the idea.
That guarded endorsement isn’t winning a lot of support in the state House and 
Senate.  But a proposal to insure more than 250-thousand Alabamians is not 
getting anywhere. (4:17) 7:44, 4:44.


