
Community Issues Addressed by 
WHFC Programming & Operations

2nd Quarter – April, May, June, 2020

Community/Public Relations/Public Safety Activities

W

WHFC continues to be a participating EMNet station.  

As part of Harford Community College, is represented in the Harford 
County Chamber of Commerce.

All programming is streamed to the world on the Internet.  

WHFC continues to air free public service announcements several 
times each day for the benefit local non-profit organizations, 
promoting events, and addressing public health issues and socio-
economic concerns.

COVID-19 staffing restrictions began March 23.  As a 
result, WHFC’s spring fund drive, due to begin March 30, 
was canceled.  Instead, the station participated in third-
party fund raising efforts in support of Harford 
Community College’s Student Emergency fund, through 
April 12. 

The station continued to operate 24/7 despite absence of 
student and community volunteer staff members, whose 
access to the building was barred during pandemic.  Minor 
changes to the programming schedule were required as a 
result, and no community relations/event activities could be 
conducted.  



Programming
Continuing Features

“Profile America” – a one-minute “snapshot” of American life through statistics 
from the U.S. Census Bureau.  Heard daily at 7:50am.  Community 
Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community enlightenment.

“StarDate” – two minutes on astronomical subjects, from The University of 
Texas at Austin McDonald Observatory, heard daily at 7:40am & 5:58pm. 
Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community enlightenment.

“Science & The Sea” – 90-second weekly feature about Earth’s oceans, 
produced The Marine Science Institute and The University of Texas at Austin, 
heard Saturdays at 3:58pm, and encored Sundays at 8:58am.  Community 
Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community enlightenment, environmental concerns.

“BirdNote,” – a 90-second daily information/entertainment feature about wild 
birds, weekdays at 7:10 am.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  
Community enlightenment, environmental concerns.

“EarthDate” - A one-minute weekly feature on the environment.  Three airings 
every Sunday; 1:59, 4:59 and 10:59 pm.  Community Issue/Interest 
Addressed: Community enlightenment, environmental concerns, health and 
public safety concerns. 
“The Fitness Minute” – Physical fitness expert Annette Hammond presents 
general health, fitness and nutrition tips, Monday – Friday, 7:20 am.   
Community Issue/Interest Addressed: Community enlightenment, and health 
concerns.

“EarthWise”– from WAMC Albany.” This two-minute feature addresses science, 
climate and environmental issues, such as global warming.   Monday – Friday, 
8:50 am.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed: Community enlightenment, 
environmental concerns, health and public safety concerns. 

“Climate Connections” –90-second general environmental feature produced by 
Yale University, heard weekdays at 8:20 am.  Community Issue/Interest 
Addressed:  Community enlightenment, environmental concerns.

“Melinda’s Garden Minute” – 60-second feature on gardening, botany, 
landscaping and related topics.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  
Community enlightenment, environmental concerns, health & safety issues, 
scientific developments.  Monday – Friday, 8:10 am.

 “Sound Beat” –90-second historical segment featuring sound clips from the 
Belfer Audio Archive at Syracuse University, heard weekdays at 8:40 am.  
Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community enlightenment.



Weekly Shows

“With Good Reason” – Tuesday, 12 noon & 12:30pm. From the University of 
Virginia.  Each week top scholars in all sorts of fields take listeners on an 
intellectual journey. With host Sarah McConnell, topics range from race in 
America to the surprising history of the Hawaiian shirt.  Community 
Issue/Interest/Topic Addressed: Community enlightenment on myriad topics.

Program Titles/Topics:
4/7 – ‘Music Matters’, Virginia Folklife has created TRAIN: Teachers of 
Remote Arts Instruction Network in response to COVID-19’s impact on 
artists. It connects students of all skill levels with master musicians & 
craftspeople, offering online instruction.
4/14 – ‘Overcoming Extremism’, a sharing of a podcast about fighting 
against white supremacist movements, also a “Laboratory of Peace” 
program brings students from conflict zones over the world together, and 
memoirs of a western Democracy teacher reveal how his students in Hong 
Kong are fighting for their own Democracy. 
4/21 – ‘Girlhood’, features the writing power of ‘Spanglish’, the historic 
‘adultification’ of young black girls, and issues of gender inequality in the 
workplace.
4/28 – ‘The Art of Space’, depicts how real-life spacecraft technology is 
used in the Hollywood blockbuster The Martian, the relationship between 
art and science from the view of a digital visual effects designer Matt 
Wallin, the latest research on planets out of our solar system, and how 
science and theatre mesh. 
5/5 – ‘Voices of Vietnam’, a series that explores the lives of Vietnamese 
refugees in America after the fall of Saigon.
5/12 – ‘Going Viral’, Doctors working on COVID-19 testing kits, while 
another battle is waged to prevent the spread of misinformation on social 
media.
5/19 – ‘Back To The Land’, movement of people starting their own 
gardens, and how COVID-19 could lead to another green movement. Also 
discusses joblessness in America, and how Americans are making ends 
meet.
5/26 – ‘Take Me Out To The Ballgame’, commentary on the COVID-19 
impact on the major leagues, tracing feminist roots of the classic baseball 
song, and the apparent shortage of referees for the game. 
6/2 – ‘Replay: Future Farming in America’, a discussion about genetically 
modified organisms and their implications on human health, as well as 
hemp becoming a new cash crop.
6/9 – ‘The End of Policing’, After the police killing of George Floyd, some 
protestors claim it is not enough to make social reforms and are calling for 
the elimination of police altogether.
6/16 – ‘Cycle of Life’, large number of bicyclists take to the streets due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, showing a decline in CO2 emissions. Debate upon 
whether or not this is a swing fad or a silver lining to the pandemic.
6/23 – ‘Quarantine Road’, discusses the similarities in the handling of the 
pandemic to an outbreak of yellow fever that devastated the port city of 
Norfolk, VA in 1855. Also, the secret banned-book library of Marie 
Antoinette, a new monument to a civil rights leader during the Jim Crow 



era, and an exploration of Fredericksburg Virginia’s historic markers and 
monuments.
6/30 – Impact on Education.  Fake News in Social Media.  Presidents of 
Virginia Tech and William & Mary discuss what education will look like in 
the fall (impact of COVID-19 on students).
  

 “Putumayo World Music Hour” – nationally-syndicated world music program, 
Sundays 7-8p.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community 
enlightenment, diversity, promotion of world music and the artists who create it. 

“Milk Street Radio” – Wednesdays, 12 noon.  Deals with nutrition, farming, food 
preparation, and related topics.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  
Community enlightenment, environmental concerns, health and public safety 
legislation & education.    
“Reflections of Ireland” – A WHFC Production - this long-running (21 years on 
WTMD-FM) music, news and information show hosted by Ed McBride is heard 
Sundays, 4-6pm.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community 
enlightenment, diversity, social/cultural topics of interest to Irish-Americans, local 
arts through the promotion of Celtic music and the artists who create it.

“Travel with Rick Steves” – PBS-TV host Rick Steves presents an interesting, 
entertaining and educational hour on the subject of world travel and cultures.  
Airs Fridays at noon with an encore Saturdays at 3pm.  Community 
Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community enlightenment, diversity, and the 
celebration of social/cultural/ethnic differences, with emphasis placed on travel, 
discovery and personal experience between Americans and people from other 
lands. 

“It’s Showtime” – A WHFC Production.  Veteran broadcaster Alan Field 
shares his wealth of knowledge and music from Broadway and movie scores, 
each Saturday at 4pm.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community 
enlightenment, keeping alive the unique art form of musical stage productions 
through current and historic cast soundtracks.

“Earth Eats” – from Indiana Public Radio.  Weekly program addressing organic 
farming and foods.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community 
enlightenment, environmental concerns, health and public safety legislation & 
education.  Heard Sundays @ 8am, encored Mondays @ 12:30pm.

“eTown” –  Music and conversation promoting social responsibility and 
environmental sustainability.  Sundays, 3pm.
Subjects:

4/5 – features 17 yr old environmental youth activist called ‘America’s 
Greta’.
4/12 – a young man who founded a nonprofit to improve sanitation in 
developing nations in the world.
4/19 – Sarah Evans, founder of a nonprofit that funds and implements 
clean water systems for impoverished African communities.
4/26 – a New Jersey man who started a foundation to build playgrounds in 
areas of disaster to honor the victims of tragedies and give children hope.



5/3 – talk with Bea Johnson, author of ‘Zero Waste Home’, shares tips for 
a sustainable lifestyle.
5/10 – in depth conversations with Primatologist Jane Goodall.
5/17 – a Texas woman lending aid to migrant families who seek asylum in 
America.
5/24 – discussion how a regenerative agricultural revolution could be a 
solution to reversing climate charge.
5/31 – conversation with a woman who’s found a way to help senior 
citizens and young children interact, resulting in happier lives for all. 
6/7 – a program that recycles old computers, keeping them from landfills 
and into low-income student’s hands.
6/14 – music entertainment and conversation at Red Rocks Park 
Amphitheatre.
6/21 – an entity that’s helping unemployed coal miners in West Virginia 
find meaningful work to support their families.
6/28 – co-founder of a grassroots organization “500 Women Scientists” 
promotes the importance of science while raising the profile of female 
scientists around the world.

 “Harmonia” – from Indiana Public Radio.  Weekly long-running program 
presents early music and instruments.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed: 
Community enlightenment/education.

 “Fresh Trax” – A WHFC Production.  Hosted by Community Outreach & 
Programming Specialist Matt Terry, a one-hour showcase for local/regional 
musical talent.   Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community relations 
and enlightenment, local arts and artists.

 “The Harford Sports Hour” – A WHFC Production.  Local/regional spotlight 
on high school and college athletes and athletic activities.  Community 
Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community relations and enlightenment, health & 
fitness.  THIS PROGRAM PLACED ON HIATUS DUE TO COVID-19 STAFFING 
RESTRICTIONS.

“What’s Up @ The Owl’s Nest?” – A WHFC Production.  30-minute show 
spotlighting the work of Harford Community College.  Tuesdays, 12:30p, encored 
Weds. 9:30p   THIS PROGRAM PLACED ON HIATUS DUE TO COVID-19 
STAFFING RESTRICTIONS. 

“Feedback” – A WHFC Production.  Issues, events, people and activities 
throughout Harford County.  Mondays 12N, encored Weds. 9p.  THIS 
PROGRAM PLACED ON HIATUS DUE TO COVID-19 STAFFING 
RESTRICTIONS.
 

   In addition to the FCC online database, I certify that a printed copy of this 
quarterly report was placed in WHFC’s Public File on this date, and uploaded to 
FCC online file site.

Gary Helton
Station Manager, July 8, 2020. 


