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ISSUES AND PROGRAMS LIST 

KPBS TV 

Period from 10/1/15-12/31/15 

During the period KPBS-TV has served the public interest by broadcasting diverse content which cover, address, 

and create dialogue around national, statewide, and regional issues.  The following is a list of some of the acquired 

programming aired. 

This report is not all-inclusive of all KPBS' programming. It is a fair representation of the topics covered. 

 

ABORTION 

PBS NewsHour 

11/13/15 at 7 p.m. 

7:14 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

AGING 

PBS NewsHour 

10/27/15 at 7 p.m. 

9:11 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

Super Genes with Dr. Rudy Tanzi 

11/28/15 at 10 a.m. 

1:58:36 

Explore how we might shape our genetic future through self-directed biological transformation. A lively 
mix of compelling stories, the latest scientific research and actionable wisdom from a leading genetic 
researcher and author. 

 



Vicious 

10/25/15-11/8/15 (Sundays) at 11 p.m. 

24:17 

This comedic series tells the story of aging partners Freddie (Ian McKellen) and Stuart (Derek Jacobi), 
two men who have lived together in their Covent Garden flat for nearly 50 years. Freddie was a budding 
actor and Stuart worked in a bar when they first met, but their careers are pretty much over and their 
lives now consist of entertaining their frequent guests, making sure that their aged dog Balthazar is still 
breathing, and hurling caustic insults at each other. 

 

AGRICULTURE 

America’s Heartland 

10/4/15-12/27/15 (Sundays) at 5:30 a.m. 

26:46 

California rice farmer sells direct to consumers. A Virginia farm sets national record(s) for corn harvests. 
Farm to fork turkey burgers. Wisconsin's "Farm to School" program celebrates local crops as students 
learn to eat healthier. 

 

Chef’s Life 

12/26/15 at 3:30 p.m. 

26:16 

Join Vivian to judge the Southern Sides competition at the BBQ Festival, and see her version of the BBQ 
plate, featuring a crispy potato salad. When the Avett Brothers stop by the restaurant, the entire staff 
serves up a side of girly giddiness. 

 

Growing Cities 

12/30/15 at 11 p.m. 

56:50 

In Lincoln's time, 80 percent of the U.S. population lived in rural areas and worked in farm-related jobs. 
Today, more than 80 percent of Americans live in cities, with less than 1 percent of the population 
claiming farming as an occupation. However, many city-dwellers are re-imagining the possibilities of 
farming in urban settings - growing their own food in empty lots and lawns, and creating healthier, 
stronger and more vibrant communities in the process. GROWING CITIES examines the role of urban 
agriculture in the United States and its potential for revitalizing cities and changing the way Americans 
eat. 



 

ALCOHOL-DRUG ABUSE-ADDICTION 

History Detectives 

10/18/15 at 11 p.m. 

55:16 

What can a Club Continental business card tell us about California's prohibition-era underground? Then, 
did gangs use this shotgun in the Chicago St. Valentine's Day massacre that shocked the nation? And 
why is FDR on the guest list for a High Society Circus during the depths of the Depression? 

 

Prohibition 

12/28/15 at 12 and 1 p.m. 

1:52:04 

This 3-part, 5 1/2 hour documentary film series directed by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick tells the story of 
the rise, rule, and fall of the 18th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and the era it encompassed. The 
culmination of nearly a century of activism, Prohibition was intended to protect individuals, families, and 
society at large from the devastating effects of alcohol abuse. But a faith-driven moral code in the 
Constitution paradoxically caused millions of Americans to rethink their definition of morality. Thugs 
became celebrities, authority was rendered impotent. Social mores in place for a century were 
obliterated. Liquor consumption rocketed, propelling the rest of the culture with it: skirts shortened. 
Music heated up. America's Sweetheart morphed into The Vamp. Prohibition turned law-abiding citizens 
into criminals, made a mockery of the justice system, caused illicit drinking to seem glamorous, 
encouraged neighborhood gangs to become national crime syndicates, and fostered cynicism and 
hypocrisy that corroded the social contract all across the country. The film raises vital questions that are 
as relevant today as they were 100 years ago - about means and ends, individual rights and 
responsibilities, the proper role of government and finally, who is - and who is not - a real American. 

 

AMERICAN HISTORY-BIOGRAPHY 

America From the Ground Up 

10/22/15-11/26/15 (Thursdays) at 11:30 p.m. 

26:46-26:48 

Filmed on location at more than thirty archaeological and historical sites in twelve U.S. States and two 
Canadian Provinces. America: From The Ground Up! follows archaeological adventurer Dr. Monty 
Dobson as he digs into America's story- From the Ground Up. Join Monty as he searches for clues to 
America's hidden history: from exploring the ruins of America's lost civilization to an underwater search 
for clues to Benedict Arnold's sunken fleet on Lake Champlain, to a recreation of Perry's naval victory 



over the British on Lake Erie with more than twenty tall ships, join us for the archaeological adventure of 
a lifetime! 

 

Buried History with Mark Walberg 

10/30/15 at 11 p.m. 

26:55 

Host Mark Walberg travels to small-town America in a vintage hearse to unearth the past. Starting with 
the tombstones of those integral to the birth of a city to their present-day descendants, he'll piece 
together the clues about each town's genealogy. Generations of history are packed into this half hour 
filled with facts, folklore, legend, and scandal. Revealed will be the intimate story of how luck, 
misfortune or bizarre circumstance played an important role in shaping that city. Every town has a 
story... you just have to know where to dig. In this pilot episode, Walberg visits Catalina Island, off the 
Southern California coast, and the city of Avalon. There, he uncovers important residents and families of 
the past, the history of development of the island into a popular tourist destination, celebrity sightings, 
and even a few mysteries. 

 

Debt of Honor: Disabled Veterans in American History 

11/10/15 at 9 p.m. 

56:46 

Take an unflinching look at the reality of warfare and disability in this history of disabled veterans. 
Witness moving interviews with some of the country's most prominent disabled veterans. 

Italian Americans 

12/27/15 at 2 p.m. 

56:08 

Trace the evolution of Italian Americans from the late 19th century to today, with Tony Bennett, David 
Chase, John Turturro, Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi, Gay Talese and more. Once "outsiders" viewed 
with suspicion and mistrust, Italian Americans are today some of the most prominent leaders of U.S. 
business, politics and the arts. The series peels away myths and stereotypes to reveal a world uniquely 
Italian and uniquely American. Stanley Tucci narrates. 

 

Johnny Carson: American Masters 

11/26/15 at 9 p.m. 

1:55:46 



Johnny Carson was seen by more people than anyone else in American history -- a fixture of national 
life, a piece of the cultural furniture, a part of the Zeitgeist. In exploring the career, the complexities and 
contradictions of the biggest star television has ever produced, AMERICAN MASTERS had his estate's 
first-time-ever cooperation and permission -- unrestricted entree into his personal archives and, 
perhaps, Carson's greatest legacy -- all episodes of "The Tonight Show" from 1970-1992. Clues about his 
life, stories about his childhood and early days in the business can be found there -- as well as in the 
expansive family albums and memorabilia. Original interviews with friends, colleagues, his wives and the 
many performers who appeared, or began, on "The Tonight Show," offer additional texture and context 
-- Carl Reiner, Mel Brooks, Jay Leno, David Letterman, Ellen DeGeneres, Jimmy Fallon, Jerry Seinfeld, Bill 
Cosby, Steve Martin, among others. 

 

ARTS 

Craft in America 

11/20/15 at 10 p.m. 

56:46 

CRAFT IN AMERICA visits America's premier craft artists in their studios to witness the creation of 
handmade objects and into homes, businesses and public spaces where functional art is employed and 
celebrated. Using archival footage and interviews with some of the top artists in the country, the three-
part series showcases the breadth and beauty of handmade objects in our culture. 

 

Great Performances: Billy Elliot The Musical Live 

10/23/15 at 9 p.m. 

2:56:46 

Enjoy a special celebration performance of Elton John's Tony-winning musical from London's West End 
about a young boy in a North East England mining community and his journey from the boxing ring to 
the ballet barre, based on the popular 2000 film. 

Unity – The Latin Tribute to Michael Jackson 

10/9/15 at 9 p.m. 

Hear Latin-infused arrangements of iconic songs such as "Smooth Criminal," "I Want You Back" and 
"Billie Jean" in this concert special hosted by Sheila E, featuring award-winning Latin artists. 

 

BUSINESS-INDUSTRY 

Start Up 

10/4/15-12/27/15 (Sundays) at 1 p.m. 



26:46 

This series offers viewers an up-close and personal look into the world of the modern American 
entrepreneur. As complicated as starting a business may seem, the goal is to demystify the process by 
sharing the real life experiences of average Americans who are taking control of their own destiny while 
creating jobs for others. Over 90% of all companies in America are small businesses. Those small 
businesses employee over 50% of all people working in this country. Today's media rarely focus on the 
stories of those Americans and their hard work, despite small-businesses being the backbone of the 
country. "Start Up" is a explores the next generation of American business owners and the dreams that 
drive them. 

 

Nightly Business Report 

10/1-12/31/16 - Weeknights at 5:30 p.m. 

Every weeknight, the Emmy winning NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT delivers the day's essential business 
and economic news. Each lively half-hour combines trusted, credible and unbiased information and 
extensive financial market coverage with insightful features, analysis and commentaries by noted 
economists and business experts. 

 

CHILD ABUSE 

PBS NewsHour 

11/13/15 at 7 p.m. 

6:33 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

12/9/15 at 7 p.m. 

7:59 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

COMMUNITY POLITICS 

Italian Americans 

12/27/15 at 2 p.m. 



56:08 

Trace the evolution of Italian Americans from the late 19th century to today, with Tony Bennett, David 
Chase, John Turturro, Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi, Gay Talese and more. Once "outsiders" viewed 
with suspicion and mistrust, Italian Americans are today some of the most prominent leaders of U.S. 
business, politics and the arts.The series peels away myths and stereotypes to reveal a world uniquely 
Italian and uniquely American. Stanley Tucci narrates. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

10/16/15 at 7 p.m. 

2:15 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

10/21/15 at 7 p.m. 

7:50 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

CONSUMERISM 

Nightly Business Report 

10/1-12/31/16 - Weeknights at 5:30 p.m. 

Every weeknight, the Emmy winning NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT delivers the day's essential business 
and economic news. Each lively half-hour combines trusted, credible and unbiased information and 
extensive financial market coverage with insightful features, analysis and commentaries by noted 
economists and business experts. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

10/19/15 at 7 p.m. 

6:40 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 



 

PBS NewsHour 

10/29/15 at 7 p.m. 

7:16 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

CRIME-LEGAL ISSUES-LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Guilty 

10/25/15 at 10 p.m. 

56:46 

Follow DCI Maggie Brand (Tamsin Greig) as she leads a new investigation into the five-year-old case of a 
boy's disappearance during a neighborhood cookout. Driven by her obsession to discover what 
happened, she risks her own happy family life. 

 

Murder on the Home Front 

11/15/15 at 10 p.m. 

1:26:16 

Set during the London Blitz of 1940, Murder on the Home Front is a vibrant, original crime drama. This is 
a world where people live life in the moment. It is also a world where criminals can use the blackout and 
devastation to hide their darkest activities. As the Luftwaffe drop their bombs, below people are literally 
getting away with murder. Dr Lennox Collins (Patrick Kennedy) is a pathologist new to murder cases, 
obsessed with pursuing the truth through all means available. He is often at the cutting edge of new 
thinking in pathology from chemical tests to the controversial inclusion of the study of the psyche. Molly 
Cooper (Tamzin Merchant) is not only the first secretary to a pathologist, she is the first woman allowed 
into a very male world. All Lennox knows is that she has a strong stomach, 60 words a minute and a 
keen brain. When together they discover a serial killer at large under cover of the Blitz, Lennox has his 
work cut out convincing the police to have faith in his methods and theories. 

 

NOVA: Cyberwar Threat 

10/14/15 at 9 p.m. 

56:41 



Through startling, previously unreported detail, delve into the chilling new reality of cyberwar, in which 
cyber weapons can inflict physical damage on our factories, power plants and pipelines ... leaving us 
vulnerable to crippling attacks. 

 

CULTURE 

Frontline: The Rise of ISIS 

11/17/15 at 10 p.m. 

56:16 

Witness the rise of ISIS in Afghanistan and how they're training the next generation of jihadists. With 
rare access to ISIS, correspondent Najibullah Quraishi sees first-hand their spreading power. Also, 
Pakistan's police fight against the Taliban. 

 

Hispanic Heritage Awards 2015 

10/9/15 at 10 p.m. 

56:16 

Join host Rita Moreno for a celebration of the country's highest tribute to Latinos by Latinos. The 
program includes performances and appearances by celebrated Hispanic artists. 

 

Undiscovered Haiti with Jose Andres 

10/12/15 at 11 p.m. 

55:56 

Follow Chef Andres into the heart of this mysterious island; through its unique cuisine, discover the 
history and culture of a proud and rarely understood people. Joining Andres along the way are former 
president Bill Clinton and Chef Mario Batali. 

 

DISABLED 

Debt of Honor: Disabled Veterans in American History 

11/10/15 at 9 p.m. 

56:46 

Take an unflinching look at the reality of warfare and disability in this history of disabled veterans. 
Witness moving interviews with some of the country's most prominent disabled veterans. 



 

Not Yet Begun to Fight 

11/8/15 at 1 p.m. 

56:46 

Retired Marine Colonel Eric Hastings remembers flight missions high above the death and destruction in 
Vietnam. From the cockpit, he traced meandering ribbons that cut through the jungle. He recognized 
the shapes of the trout streams of home. Every night, he dreamed about fly-fishing. When he returned 
home to Montana in 1969, to a nation decades away from diagnosing PTSD, he went to the water. He 
tied a fly onto a line and cast. The river, he says, healed him. In the space between war and a new battle, 
NOT YET BEGUN TO FIGHT unfolds. Hastings reaches out to five men, a new generation returning from 
war. He brings them to the river and shares his secret: there are places where you can still be consumed 
by a simple act, find joy in a fight, and be redeemed as you gently release another creature, unharmed, 
into quiet waters. 

 

Tavis Smiley 

12/18/15 at 1 a.m. 

26:46 

Tavis Smiley, the first African American to have his own signature talk show on NPR, hosts a new late-
night television talk show - a hybrid of news, issues and entertainment, featuring interviews with 
newsmakers, politicians, celebrities and real people. 

 

ECONOMY 

Nightly Business Report 

10/1-12/31/16 - Weeknights at 5:30 p.m. 

26:46 

Every weeknight, the Emmy winning NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT delivers the day's essential business 
and economic news. Each lively half-hour combines trusted, credible and unbiased information and 
extensive financial market coverage with insightful features, analysis and commentaries by noted 
economists and business experts. 

 

EDUCATION 

NOVA 

11/25/15 at 10 p.m. 



1:52:58 

Retrace Einstein's thought experiments as NOVA reveals the simple but powerful ideas that reshaped 
our understanding of gravity, illuminating the theory of general relativity-and Einstein's brilliance-as 
never before. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

10/20/15 at 7 p.m. 

5:48 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

Nightly Business Report 

10/1-12/31/16 - Weeknights at 5:30 p.m. 

26:46 

Every weeknight, the Emmy winning NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT delivers the day's essential business 
and economic news. Each lively half-hour combines trusted, credible and unbiased information and 
extensive financial market coverage with insightful features, analysis and commentaries by noted 
economists and business experts. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

10/29/15 at 7 p.m. 

9:12 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

ENERGY 

NOVA 

11/25/15 at 10 p.m. 

1:52:58 



Everybody's heard of it, but what does the world's most famous equation E=mc2 really mean? NOVA 
dramatizes the stories of the men and women whose innovative thinking across four centuries led finally 
to Einstein's bold breakthrough. Based on David Bodanis' bestseller, E=mc2, this program celebrates the 
ingenuity, and chronicles the human conflicts, that ultimately unleashed the power of the atom. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

10/23/15 at 7 p.m. 

6:35 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

SciTech Now 

12/13/15 at 5:30 p.m. 

26:45 

KPBS presents the latest in science and technology reporting from San Diego and around the country. 

 

ENVIRONMENT-NATURE-GEOGRAPHY 

Earth’s Natural Wonders 

11/4/15-11/18/15 (Wednesdays) at 3 p.m. 

56:46 

Explore the most extraordinary places on the planet in this three-part series. Visit six continents to learn 
how these natural wonders evolved and hear rarely told stories about the challenges their inhabitants 
face. 

 

NOVA 

10/21/15 at 11 p.m. 

55:11 

In Tampa, Florida, in February 2013, a giant hole in the ground opened up and swallowed half a house, 
killing 36 year-old Jeffrey Bush as he slept in his bedroom. A month later, a golfer in Illinois survived an 
18-foot fall when the 14th hole caved in beneath his feet.Both were victims of sinkholes-a notorious 
worldwide hazard that lurks wherever limestone bedrock is found. When carbon dioxide dissolves in 
rainwater, it forms a weak acid that attacks the soft limestone, riddling it like Swiss cheese with hidden 



underground rivers, caves and hollows. While this process of erosion takes millions of years, the fragile 
roof of a cavern near the surface can collapse in an eye blink, with little or no advance warning. 
Sinkholes can range from a few meters across to one in Egypt that measures 50 x 75 miles, and a 
Chinese hole nearly half a mile deep. Filled with compelling eyewitness video of collapsing sinkholes and 
authoritative science from expert geologists, NOVA investigates what it's like to have your world vanish 
beneath your feet. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

10/21/15 at 7 p.m. 

4:37 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

FAMILY-MARRIAGE 

Forsyte Saga 

10/4/15 at 6 p.m. 

53:20 

This 2002 dramatic miniseries chronicles three generations of the Forsytes, an upper middle-class family 
in Victorian and later Edwardian England. Starring Damian Lewis, the series will not be packaged to 
standard length. 

 

Independent Lens 

11/9/15 at 11 p.m. 

1:26:46 

From the director of the Oscar-nominated Winter's Bone comes this portrait of a motorcycle-riding 
Vietnam veteran. There's more to Ronnie "Stray Dog" Hall than meets the eye; behind the tattoos and 
leather vest is a man dedicated to helping his fellow vets and immigrant family as he comes to terms 
with his combat experience. 

 

POV 

11/15/15 at 7 p.m. 

26:46 



This first-ever animated special from StoryCorps celebrates the transformative power of listening. 
"Listening Is an Act of Love" features six stories from 10 years of the innovative oral history project, 
where everyday people sit down together to share memories and tackle life's important questions. 
Framing these intimate conversations from across the country is an interview between StoryCorps 
founder Dave Isay and his inquisitive 9-year-old nephew, Benji, animated in the inimitable visual style of 
The Rauch Brothers. 

 

HEALTH-HEALTHCARE 

ADD and Loving It?! 

11/14/15 at 9 p.m. 

1:27:11 

Actor Patrick McKenna is after the truth. "Everything you think you know about ADD (Attention Deficit 
Disorder) and ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) is wrong." In this uplifting and 
entertaining documentary he talks to researchers, specialists and doctors about ADD and ADHD. He also 
chats with ordinary Canadians & Americans who are directly dealing with the challenges of this common 
problem. Interwoven with these insights, Patrick shares his own life story and his personal struggle with 
undiagnosed and untreated ADHD, and, now, his success in living with adult ADD. Though the suffering 
is real, Patrick is interested in the good news. When ADD is diagnosed and treated, life can become very 
sweet. A liability can become an asset. As one expert explains, "This is not a diagnosis to fear. This is a 
diagnosis to understand and embrace." The program amuses and amazes us by actually presenting the 
facts-what is known for sure. Patrick and director and co-host Rick Green lead viewers through a lively 
romp about the symptoms of adult ADD and the five keys to turning ADD from a hidden handicap that 
sabotages your life to an ally that allows you to soar. The production techniques are fantastic! Patrick 
laughs at the lies, busts the myths, and finally takes on the most controversial aspect of ADD - 
medication! 

 

Life on the Line 

10/16/15 at 11:30 p.m. 

26:47 

The desire to overcome is at the core of everyone - especially those fighting disease, facing a natural 
disaster, or coping with a disability or battling mental illness. Narrated by Lisa Ling, LIFE ON THE LINE is 
an inspiring look into the resilience of humankind. 

 

Power of Purpose 

12/1/15 at 10 p.m. 

1:27:05 



Discover the key to happiness and fulfillment by understanding and acting upon your life's purpose. 
With wisdom, directness and masterful storytelling, legendary life coach and bestselling author Richard 
Leider inspires viewers to enrich their lives. 

 

HOMOSEXUALITY 

Great Performances 

10/23/15 at 9 p.m. 

2:56:46 

Enjoy a special celebration performance of Elton John's Tony-winning musical from London's West End 
about a young boy in a North East England mining community and his journey from the boxing ring to 
the ballet barre, based on the popular 2000 film. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

10/16/15 at 7 p.m. 

7:18 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

Vicious 

10/25/15-11/8/15 at 11 p.m. 

26:46 

This comedic series tells the story of aging partners Freddie (Ian McKellen) and Stuart (Derek Jacobi), 
two men who have lived together in their Covent Garden flat for nearly 50 years. Freddie was a budding 
actor and Stuart worked in a bar when they first met, but their careers are pretty much over and their 
lives now consist of entertaining their frequent guests, making sure that their aged dog Balthazar is still 
breathing, and hurling caustic insults at each other. 

 

HOUSING-SHELTER 

@Home 

10/6/15 at 11 p.m. 

56:46 



@HOME journeys through the landscape of a forgotten America, introducing the invisible communities 
of people living without permanent housing. The one-hour documentary examines the crisis of 
homelessness through the lens of e-activist Mark Horvath, who harnesses social media's potential to 
democratize and empower the less fortunate. @HOME follows Horvath on a whirlwind road trip across 
the country, from Las Vegas to Arkansas to Pittsburgh, as he interviews newly and chronically homeless 
people in tent cities, under bridges and at by-the-week motels. These individuals challenge stereotypes 
by sharing their stories and revealing their simple but life-changing wishes for a place to live, a job and 
the ability to help others. The film also explores the toll homelessness took on Horvath, too, as he shares 
his fight to rebuild his life while devoting himself to helping others. Horvath experienced the highs and 
lows of the American dream; he went from a successful career in television to barely surviving, homeless 
and addicted, on Hollywood Boulevard. He found his voice again when he hit the streets, armed with a 
digital camera and a smartphone, to talk to homeless people about their experiences. Today, he brings 
their stories to millions of followers on Twitter, Facebook and YouTube. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

10/22/15 at 7 p.m. 

6:44 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

IMMIGRATION-REFUGEES 

Divine Discontent: Charles Proteus Steinmetz 

10/28/15 at 11 p.m. 

56:46 

Evidence of Charles Proteus Steinmetz's work appears nearly everywhere and yet today, the "father of 
electrical engineering" is virtually forgotten. Steinmetz's groundbreaking work made the generation and 
widespread transmission of electricity safe and possible, and enabled the functioning of the modern 
world. His complex mathematical theories unlocked the mystery and power of a force few of his 
contemporaries understood. DIVINE DISCONTENT: CHARLES PROTEUS STEINMETZ traces the life and 
career of "The Wizard of Schenectady" (1865-1923) - from his immigration from Germany to his 
pioneering work with General Electric to the physical challenges he faced throughout his life. Standing 
just over four feet tall, Steinmetz transcended his multiple physical disabilities, including hip dysplasia, 
curvature of the spine and dwarfism, to live a robust, active life. 

 

Frontline 

10/20/15 at 9 p.m. 

1:56:46 



Gain insight into the hard-fought battles and secret negotiations over immigration reform on Capitol 
Hill. Examine President Obama's push for policy changes that could affect the fate of millions and define 
for decades what it means to be American. 

 

Independent Lens 

12/28/15 at 11 p.m. 

56:46 

East of Salinas is a story about immigration, childhood, and circumstance. With little support at home, 
Salinas, California third grader Jose Ansaldo often turns to his teacher, Oscar Ramos, once a migrant 
farm kid himself. Oscar helps Jose imagine a future beyond the lettuce fields where his parents work. 
But Jose was born in Mexico - and he's on the cusp of understanding the implications of that. As we 
watch this play out, we begin to understand the cruelty of circumstance - for Jose and many millions of 
migrant kids like him.East of Salinas asks: What is lost when kids like Jose are denied opportunities? 

 

MEDIA 

49th Annual California Student Media Festival 

10/2/15 at 11 p.m. 

56:02 

Celebrating student creativity in the video, digital and animation arts, the 49th Annual California Student 
Media Festival is an introduction to the best elementary and high school achievements in the state. The 
honored students discuss the challenges and skills learned in creating the winning projects, many of 
which are seen in their entirety during the program. 

 

Eddie Murphy: The Mark Twain Prize 

11/23/15 at 9 p.m. 

1:26:46 

Salute comedian/actor Eddie Murphy, the latest recipient of the Mark Twain Prize for American Humor. 
From the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, DC, some of the biggest names in 
comedy salute the 18th recipient of the humor prize. 

 

Live from Lincoln Center 

10/30/15 at 9 p.m. 

1:56:46 



Savor performances of the macabre yet merry scores of music by Danny Elfman for films made in 
collaboration with Tim Burton (Batman, Beetlejuice, The Nightmare Before Christmas). 

 

MILITARY-VETERANS 

American Comandante: American Experience 

11/17/15 at 9 p.m. 

56:18 

Meet William Morgan, the larger-than-life American who rose to power in Cuba during the revolution. 
His life had it all - adventure and romance, mobsters and spies, and a cast of characters including J. 
Edgar Hoover, Che Guevara and Fidel Castro. 

 

Angle of Attack 

10/20/15-10/27/15 (Tuesdays) at 8 p.m. 

55:42-56:01 

ANGLE OF ATTACK chronicles the 100-year history of Naval aviation - from wobbly gliders and the first 
shipboard landing in 1911 to modern supersonic jets and unmanned aerial vehicles. The two-hour 
documentary deftly interweaves archival footage, interviews with historical and military experts, 
contemporary footage of cutting-edge aircraft and insights from today's "Top Gun" fighter pilots in the 
Marine Corps and Navy. 

 

Doolittle’s Raiders: A Final Toast 

11/3/15 at 11 p.m. 

57:35 

The bottle of 1896 Hennessy Cognac was uncorked in front of hundreds of people. The surviving World 
War II veterans from one of history's greatest military missions were about to raise their silver goblets 
one last time ending a decades long tradition. It was time for the veterans to hold this final toast. They 
could wait no longer. Their numbers had dwindled to just a few. Many of the names of the 80 flyers who 
took part in the April 18, 1942 raid on Japan may not be familiar to most, but collectively they will 
always be known in history as the Doolittle Tokyo Raiders. Long ago these American flyers, aboard 16 B-
25 bombers, had accomplished a daring mission that changed the morale of an entire nation. The 
aviators, led by famed commander Lt. Col. James Harold Doolittle, had taken the fight directly to the 
enemy for the first time in the war and delivered retribution for Japan's sneak attack on Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941 

 



MINORITIES-CIVIL RIGHTS 

Independent Lens 

12/14/15 at 10 p.m. 

1:56:46 

Muscle Shoals, Alabama, is the unlikely breeding ground for some of America's most creative and 
defiant music. There, FAME Studios founder Rick Hall brought black and white together in a cauldron of 
racial hostility to create music for the generations. This program will air with the short film "Waiting For 
A Train: The Toshio Hirano Story." 

 

Onstage In America: Honky 

11/6/15 at 10 p.m. 

1:55:19 

A stage comedy about racism in America that throws political correctness out the window in a free-
wheeling send-up of contemporary attitudes. The lighthearted, irreverent satire hits squarely home and 
still finds reasons for hope. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

10/28/15 at 7 p.m. 

5:33 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

NATIONAL POLITICS-GOVERNMENT 

Frontline 

10/27/15 at 10 p.m. 

56:46 

Join correspondent Martin Smith in Syria as he reports from government-controlled areas while the war 
rages. With on-the-ground reporting and firsthand accounts from Syrians caught in the crisis, the film 
shines new light on the ongoing conflict. 

 

PBS NewsHour 



10/16/15 at 7 p.m. 

4:54 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

POV 

10/5/15 at 11 p.m. 

56:46 

This stunning dissection of the persecution of Chinese artist Ai Weiwei explores how the government's 
attempts to silence him have backfired and turned him into an irrepressible voice for free speech and 
human rights around the globe. 

 

NUCLEAR ISSUES-WMD 

Angle of Attack 

10/20/15-10/27/15 (Tuesdays) at 8 p.m. 

55:42-56:01 

ANGLE OF ATTACK chronicles the 100-year history of Naval aviation - from wobbly gliders and the first 
shipboard landing in 1911 to modern supersonic jets and unmanned aerial vehicles. The two-hour 
documentary deftly interweaves archival footage, interviews with historical and military experts, 
contemporary footage of cutting-edge aircraft and insights from today's "Top Gun" fighter pilots in the 
Marine Corps and Navy. 

 

Globe Trekker 

12/19/15 at 11 p.m. 

57:32 

GLOBE TREKKER transports viewers to unforgettable destinations through its stunning photography, 
rhythmic indigenous music and spirit of adventure. In each episode, one vibrant young traveler ventures 
off the beaten path to soak up the local culture, sample the cuisine and revel in breathtaking vistas. In 
keeping with their aim of "living as the locals do," charismatic hosts Ian Wright, Justine Shapiro, Zay 
Harding, Megan McCormick and others explore everything from big-city landmarks to exotic sights in 
remote villages. 

 

Mystery of Matter: Search for the Elements 



10/14/15 at 11 p.m. 

56:46 

See how the discovery of oxygen by one of science's great odd couples-Joseph Priestley and Antoine 
Lavoisier-triggers a worldwide search for new elements. Soon caught up in the hunt is chemist Humphry 
Davy, whose showmanship dazzles London audiences. 

 

POVERTY-HUNGER 

Earth’s Natural Wonders 

11/18/15 at 8 p.m. 

56:46 

Explore the most extraordinary places on the planet in this three-part series. Visit six continents to learn 
how these natural wonders evolved and hear rarely told stories about the challenges their inhabitants 
face. 

 

Extraordinary Women 

11/20/15 at 11 p.m. 

49:56 

They seemed to have it all - glamour, power, wealth and adoration. Grace Kelly, Coco Chanel, Audrey 
Hepburn, Indira Gandhi, Madame Chiang Kai Shek... they were worshipped, loved and sometimes even 
feared by millions the world over. These were the pioneers who showed that a woman could be the 
equal of any man. But behind the public success, there was so often private heartache and personal 
tragedy. Featuring archive, interviews and dramatic re-enactment, this series reveals the price these 
extraordinary women paid for their achievements. Yet in the end, they overcame all adversities to 
emerge as triumphant, inspirational icons of the 20th Century. 

 

Independent Lens 

11/16/15 at 11 p.m. 

56:46 

Learn how the harrowing rape and murder of a promising 23-year-old female medical student in Delhi 
sparked an international movement for change in this news-making film that was banned in India. 

 

RECREATION-LEISURE-SPORTS 



Antiques Roadshow 

12/28/15 at 8 p.m. 

56:16 

ANTIQUES ROADSHOW cameras capture tales of family heirlooms, yard sale bargains and long-lost items 
salvaged from attics and basements, while experts reveal the fascinating truths about these finds. 

 

Empire 

12/23/15 at 11 p.m. 

58:03 

This third installment describes the growth of a peculiarly British type of hero - adventurer, gentleman, 
amateur, sportsman - and, a peculiarly British type of obsession: sport. Britain spread the gospel of sport 
throughout the Empire, particularly through its public schools. This "gospel" created the foundation for 
nearly all of todays' major sports. Jeremy Paxman traces the growth of the singularly British sports hero. 
He travels to East Africa in the footsteps of Victorian explorers in search of the source of the Nile; to 
Khartoum in Sudan to tell the story of General Gordon - a half-crazed visionary who 'played the game' to 
the hilt; to Hong Kong, where the British indulged their passion for horse racing by building a spectacular 
race course; and, to Jamaica, where the greatest imperial game of all - cricket - became a battleground 
for racial equality. 

 

Reinventing Cuba 

10/20/15 at 11 p.m. 

55:01 

As the United States and Cuba move toward normal relations for the first time in more than 54 years, 
this film profiles a unique collection of people who are pushing the boundaries and 'Reinventing Cuba." 
"Reinventing Cuba," goes beyond the stereotypes - beyond cigars and salsa, beyond mojitos and 
Malecon, beyond antique American cars and decaying architecture to reveal an extraordinary nation 
eager to embrace change. Host Gerry Hadden - a former PBS Latin America correspondent and long time 
Cuba watcher - takes viewers on a personal journey. He meets little league sluggers defying the odds 
and dreaming of the majors; doctors and medical researchers saving lives; hustlers finding ways around 
limited internet connections; artists and designers at the height of creativity; and black marketeers 
selling a vital entertainment and information device called "the package." Cut off from America by 
decades of hostility, living in conditions of scarcity and political restrictions, the Cubans emerge here as 
a people making something out of nothing with whatever is at hand. 

 

RELIGION-ETHICS 

Chaplains 



12/15/15 at 11 p.m. 

56:46 

CHAPLAINS takes the viewer into the dynamic world of chaplains-men and women who represent their 
own particular faith tradition, but are trained to be of comfort and support to everyone-religious or not. 
Through personal profiles, the documentary explores the daily life of chaplains throughout society, from 
their role in the military and the workplace to their work in prisons and behind-the-scenes of NASCAR. 
With a tradition dating back centuries, chaplains today are on the front lines-often in the midst of life 
and death situations- where the questions are the deepest, and the need for spiritual and pastoral care 
the greatest. The film provides a window into religious diversity in America today and the murky nature 
of the American principle of separation of religion and state. 

 

Hava Nagila (The Movie) 

11/2/15 at 11 p.m. 

56:46 

Follow the infectious party song on its fascinating journey from Ukraine to YouTube. Featuring Harry 
Belafonte, Glen Campbell and more,the program celebrates the power of music, the importance of joy 
and the resilient spirit of a people. 

 

NOVA 

12/23/15 at 9 p.m. 

56:11 

Carved from 100 million pounds of stone, soaring effortlessly atop a spiderweb of masonry, Gothic 
cathedrals are marvels of human achievement and artistry. But how did medieval builders reach such 
spectacular heights? Consuming the labor of entire towns, sometimes taking 100 years to build, these 
architectural marvels were crafted from just hand tools and stone. Many now teeter on the brink of 
catastrophic collapse. To save them, an international team of engineers, architects, art historians and 
computer scientists searches the naves, bays, and bell towers for clues to how the dream of these 
heavenly temples on earth came true. NOVA's teams perform hands-on experiments to investigate and 
reveal the architectural secrets that the cathedral builders used to erect their soaring, glass-filled walls. 
This program reveals the hidden formulas, drawn from the pages of the Bible itself, that drove medieval 
builders ever upward. 

 

SCIENCE-TECHNOLOGY 

Nature 

12/30/15 at 8 p.m. 



56:16 

Alongside the fastest, strongest, smartest animals are nature's misfits, odd, bizarre and unlikely 
creatures that at first glance seem ill-equipped for survival. Left at the starting line in the race for life, 
these are the apparent losers in the story of evolution, yet somehow they manage to cling to life and in 
some cases even thrive. "Animal Misfits" reveals some surprising details about how evolution really 
works, demonstrating that all animals are remarkably well-adapted to their chosen way of life. 

 

NOVA 

11/25/15 at 10 p.m. 

1:52:58 

Everybody's heard of it, but what does the world's most famous equation E=mc2 really mean? NOVA 
dramatizes the stories of the men and women whose innovative thinking across four centuries led finally 
to Einstein's bold breakthrough. Based on David Bodanis' bestseller, E=mc2, this program celebrates the 
ingenuity, and chronicles the human conflicts, that ultimately unleashed the power of the atom. 

 

SciTech Now 

10/4/15-12/27/15 at 5:30 p.m. 

26:46 

KPBS presents the latest in science and technology reporting from San Diego and around the country. 

 

SEXUALITY 

Charlie Rose 

11/3/15 at 12 a.m. 

28:44 

Acclaimed interviewer and broadcast journalist Charlie Rose engages America's best thinkers, writers, 
politicians, athletes, entertainers, business leaders and scientists in one-on-one interviews and 
roundtable discussions. 

 

Independent Lens 

11/16/15 at 11 p.m. 

56:46 



Learn how the harrowing rape and murder of a promising 23-year-old female medical student in Delhi 
sparked an international movement for change in this news-making film that was banned in India. 

 

Vicious 

10/25/15 at 11 p.m. 

24:17 

This comedic series tells the story of aging partners Freddie (Ian McKellen) and Stuart (Derek Jacobi), 
two men who have lived together in their Covent Garden flat for nearly 50 years. Freddie was a budding 
actor and Stuart worked in a bar when they first met, but their careers are pretty much over and their 
lives now consist of entertaining their frequent guests, making sure that their aged dog Balthazar is still 
breathing, and hurling caustic insults at each other. 

 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

PBS NewsHour 

11/27/15 at 7 p.m. 

8:19 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

12/2/15 at 7 p.m. 

5:14 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

12/18/15 at 7 p.m. 

7:21 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 



TRANSPORTATION 

PBS NewsHour 

12/16/15 at 7 p.m. 

3:31 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

12/24/15 at 7 p.m. 

6:08 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

PBS NewsHour 

12/25/15 at 7 p.m. 

4:56 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news summary, live 
interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT-DECAY 

1915 Expo Centennial – San Diego’s Historic Places 

10/1/15 at 8 p.m. 

26:46 

A new, six-episode series on Balboa Park's 1915 Panama California Exposition from San Diego's Historic 
Places. The 1915 Expo Centennial Series uses rare, historic black and white photos and film to tell the 
story of City Park and how the Exposition was planned. The series promises to give television viewers a 
unique glimpse into the 1915 Exposition. 

 

Growing Cities 

12/30/15 at 11 p.m. 



56:50 

In Lincoln's time, 80 percent of the U.S. population lived in rural areas and worked in farm-related jobs. 
Today, more than 80 percent of Americans live in cities, with less than 1 percent of the population 
claiming farming as an occupation. However, many city-dwellers are re-imagining the possibilities of 
farming in urban settings - growing their own food in empty lots and lawns, and creating healthier, 
stronger and more vibrant communities in the process. GROWING CITIES examines the role of urban 
agriculture in the United States and its potential for revitalizing cities and changing the way Americans 
eat. 

 

Lidia Celebrates America 

12/21/15 at 9 p.m. 

56:15 

This series is a multi-cultural experience celebrating the diversity in America. Celebrity chef and 
restaurateur Lidia Bastianich takes a culinary journey that will seat us at the table of families all across 
rural and urban America. From east to west, north to south, experience along with Lidia the diverse 
melting pot that is America. This series is a deeply personal journey that allows Lidia to share her 
culinary traditions, heritage and history with others who also have great stories to tell. 

 

WAR-NATIONAL SECURITY 

American Comandante: American Experience 

11/17/15 at 9 p.m. 

56:18 

Meet William Morgan, the larger-than-life American who rose to power in Cuba during the revolution. 
His life had it all - adventure and romance, mobsters and spies, and a cast of characters including J. 
Edgar Hoover, Che Guevara and Fidel Castro. 

 

Angle of Attack 

10/20/15-10/27/15 (Tuesdays) at 8 p.m. 

55:42-56:01 

ANGLE OF ATTACK chronicles the 100-year history of Naval aviation - from wobbly gliders and the first 
shipboard landing in 1911 to modern supersonic jets and unmanned aerial vehicles. The two-hour 
documentary deftly interweaves archival footage, interviews with historical and military experts, 
contemporary footage of cutting-edge aircraft and insights from today's "Top Gun" fighter pilots in the 
Marine Corps and Navy. 



 

Ken Burns: The Civil War 

12/6/15 at 10:30 p.m. 

1:28:18 

Celebrate the 25th anniversary of the landmark series in September 2015 with this in-depth overview of 
the iconic documentary. See video clips and interviews with Ken Burns, Geoffrey Ward, Ric Burns, Buddy 
Squires and others. 

 

WOMEN 

America In Primetime 

10/13/15 at 9 p.m. 

55:50 

"America in Primetime" is a collaboration with the community that creates primetime TV and an unusual 
opportunity to experience the creative process from the inside out. At the heart of the series are more 
than 100 in-depth interviews with a virtual "who's who" of the best creators, writers, and actors in 
primetime, including Carl Reiner, Rob Reiner, Larry David, Ron Howard, Judd Apatow, Alec Baldwin, 
James Brooks, Garry Shandling, Alan Alda, Andre Braugher, Steven Bochco, Sarah Jessica Parker, Hugh 
Laurie, Eva Longoria, Dick Van Dyke, Mary Tyler Moore, Christopher Lloyd, Norman Lear, and dozens 
more. Structured around today's most compelling shows, weaving between past and present, each 
episode focuses on one character archetype that has remained a staple of primetime through the 
generations -- the independent woman, the man of the house, the misfit, and the crusader. 

 

Celtic Woman: Destiny 

12/4/15 at 9 p.m. 

1:58:31 

Enjoy more musical enchantment from Ireland's famed singing group, filmed in Dublin's spectacular 200-
year-old Round Room at the Mansion House. Hear new material along with fresh arrangements of their 
most spellbinding songs. 

 

Extraordinary Women 

11/20/15 at 11 p.m. 

49:56 



They seemed to have it all - glamour, power, wealth and adoration. Grace Kelly, Coco Chanel, Audrey 
Hepburn, Indira Gandhi, Madame Chiang Kai Shek... they were worshipped, loved and sometimes even 
feared by millions the world over. These were the pioneers who showed that a woman could be the 
equal of any man. But behind the public success, there was so often private heartache and personal 
tragedy. Featuring archive, interviews and dramatic re-enactment, this series reveals the price these 
extraordinary women paid for their achievements. Yet in the end, they overcame all adversities to 
emerge as triumphant, inspirational icons of the 20th Century. 

 

YOUTH 

Arthur’s Perfect Christmas 

12/24/15 at 2:30 p.m. 

58:46 

Plans are underway in Elwood City for the best holidays ever as Arthur, D.W., their family and friends 
make preparations for perfect gifts, perfect parties and perfect family traditions for Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and even "Baxter Day" (Buster and his mom's special celebration). The only 
problem is, just like in real life, perfection is hard to attain, and things start to fall apart. 

 

Great Performances 

10/23/15 at 9 p.m. 

2:56:46 

GREAT PERFORMANCES, the longest-running performing arts anthology on television, continues to 
feature the best in the performing arts. 

 

Shelter Me 

10/21/15 at 9 p.m. 

57:00 

We feature country music icon Emmylou Harris and the incredible work she's doing to help homeless 
pets and disadvantaged youth in Nashville and another story about police departments that get their 
K9s from animal shelters. Each year 6-8 million dogs and cats enter animal shelters in the United States. 
Half of them will be euthanized. This situation can be improved if communities get more involved with 
their local shelters. Shelter Me believes that change comes from inspiration, not desperation. By 
focusing on positive stories, we are addressing misconceptions about shelter pets and helping get more 
adopted into loving homes. We will be supporting the broadcasts with a comprehensive media and 
social media campaign, including outreach by local shelters, rescues and national animal welfare 
organizations. Shelter Me does not focus on the doom-and-gloom. We tell upbeat stories that will lift 
viewers' spirits and fill them with hope. 


