
WCME Local Issues List--Third quarter July 1-September 30, 2019 
 
--Local marijuana legalization issues. After Maine’s statewide vote in 2016 
to legalize adult-use (recreational marijuana), the task of implementing 
legalization has proven to be slow and laced with much controversy, and 
has been tied in some notable respects to the state’s earlier legalization of 
medical marijuana.  
 
On September 27 at 7:35 AM, Keith and Kevin Carlon, the owners of the 
first medical marijuana storefront to be licensed by the town, talked on 
WCME about their goals and the challenges they have faced in making 
their business operational. 
 
--The fate of the Frank J. Wood Bridge connecting Brunswick with 
Topsham. For years, there has been controversy and community-wide 
debate as to whether this bridge should be preserved for historical reasons 
or replaced. On September 9 at 7:35AM, John Graham, president of 
“Friends of the Bridge” was interviewed on WCME.  
 
--Mid-coast labor shortage. With many local businesses having difficulty in 
meeting their staffing needs, Cory King, executive director of the Southern 
Midcoast Chamber of Commerce talked about various initiatives to provide 
help, but he also points out that the labor shortage is a function of 
demographics and it’s very difficult to make policy changes that will alter 
the situation. He’s advocating more job training as well as an examination 
of social barriers that may keep some useful people out of the work force. 
 
--Local traffic issues. There have been longstanding issues involving 
confusion and congestion at the three-way intersection of Pleasant, Mill 
and Stanwood Streets in Brunswick. In advance of a state-sponsored 
public hearing on these issues, Brunswick councilor-at-large and life-long 
Brunswick resident Kathy Wilson appears on WCME at 7:35AM on August 



21 to discuss her view of the situation and possible remedies. 
 
--Local utility issues. With the state’s primary electric utility Central Maine 
Power seeking a rate increase and the finances of many mid-coast 
residents affected, Bowdoinham state representative Seth Berry, co-chair 
of the legislature’s energy committee, appears on WCME to react to some 
comments on the subject from the chairman of the Maine Public Utilities 
Commission.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


