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COMMUNITY 

1.  President Obama visits Denver High School.  Aired  9/27/11. 

Tuesday, September 27th, the President will travel to Denver, Colorado. While in Denver, the President will visit 
Abraham Lincoln High School to highlight his American Jobs Act proposal to put workers back on the job by 
rebuilding and modernizing schools across the country. The American Jobs Act proposes a $25 billion investment in 
school infrastructure that will modernize at least 35,000 public schools – investments that will create jobs while 
improving classrooms and upgrading our schools to meet 21st century needs. While at Abraham Lincoln High 
School the President will deliver remarks. The President’s remarks are open to pre-credentialed media, and open to 
ticketed members of the public. 
 

2.  Commerce City Redevelopment.  Aired 8/3/11. 

The Commerce City Urban Renewal Authority (URA) today announced the purchase of the former Mile High 
Greyhound Park, a 65-acre site in the heart of Commerce City.  The property, one of three identified urban renewal 
areas within the city, was purchased by the URA to help the city achieve its vision of redeveloping the site as a 
mixed-use development. Its close proximity to major highways and two commuter rail lines, as well as designation 
as a Colorado Enterprise Zone – which encourages development by offering possible tax credits to businesses that 
choose to develop there – make it an ideal location for infill development.  “One of the city’s goals is to invest in our 
own future,” said URA Chairman and Mayor Paul Natale. “Redeveloping the dog track has long been a priority and 
when the property came within reach, we jumped at the opportunity. It’s exciting to know the URA is going to work 
alongside residents and prospective businesses to redefine this key area in Commerce City.” 

 

CONSUMER 

1. IKEA Opens.  Aired 7/27/11. 

IKEA, the world’s leading home furnishings retailer, opened the doors of its Denver-area store in Centennial, CO to 
customers at 9 a.m. MDT today. The 415,000-square-foot IKEA Centennial is located on 13.5 acres along the 
western side of Interstate 25, north of the Park Meadows area, accessible via the County Line Road exit. It is the 
Swedish company’s 1st store and restaurant destination in Colorado, 38th in the United States, and 324th worldwide. 
The store employs more than 400 coworkers and features 10,000 exclusively-designed items, a 550-seat IKEA 
Restaurant, 47 inspirational room settings, three model home interiors, a supervised children’s play area and 
approximately 1,500 parking spaces. IKEA included the largest commercial rooftop solar installation in Colorado 
and the first U.S. geothermal system for the company – the largest commercial one in the state – as part of IKEA 
Centennial’s construction. The closest IKEA stores to Colorado are in Draper, UT and Tempe, AZ. 

2. Miller Farms–Fall Harvest.  Aired 9/13/11. 

Greetings from Miller Farms!  We are sending this email in hopes that you will join us here at the farm on Saturday, 
September 17th for our 2nd annual media day/Fall Harvest Festival! Come out and harvest and enjoy a day at a real 
working farm. All of our events are free to media personnel with vaild ID showing that you work for a TV station, 
newspaper, or radio station. We open at 9AM and close at 6pm and hope that you will bring your families and come 
join us.  Our farm has been in business since 1949 and is now a third generation farm. We are located just West of 
Platteville on Highway 66 and County Road 19. Our plan is to have media from across the state come and harvest 
and enjoy the day here at the farm. In return, we hope that if the chance presents itself that you will offer a kind 
word about our farm through your media source.  Come on out and enjoy a day at Colorado’s favorite family farm! 
Miller Farms, and Colorado treasure since 1949. 

 
 

ENVIRONMENT 

1.  Trinidad Earthquake.  Aired 8/23/11. 

An earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 5.8 has struck in northern Virginia --  
shaking as far away as New York, North Carolina, and Ohio. Buildings in our nation's capital are being evacuated as 



the initial reports continue to come in. Correspondent Holly Firfer has the latest in custom and generic live shots 
from Washington, D.C.  

2. Cantaloupe Listeria Death.  Aired 9/28/11. 

As of 9/27/11:As of 11am EDT on September 26, 2011, a total of 72 persons infected with the four outbreak-
associated strains of Listeria monocytogenes have been reported to CDC from 18 states. All illnesses started on or 
after July 31, 2011. The number of infected persons identified in each state is as follows: California (1), Colorado 
(15), Florida (1), Illinois (1), Indiana (2), Kansas (5), Maryland (1), Missouri (1), Montana (1), Nebraska (6), New 
Mexico (10), North Dakota (1), Oklahoma (8), Texas (14), Virginia (1), West Virginia (1), Wisconsin (2), and 
Wyoming (1). Thirteen deaths have been reported: 2 in Colorado, 1 in Kansas, 1 in Maryland, 1 in Missouri, 1 in 
Nebraska, 4 in New Mexico, 1 in Oklahoma, and 2 in Texas. 

 

FAMILY/CHILDREN 

1. Burlington Boy Charged.  Aired  9/28/11. 

BURLINGTON, Colo. -- A 13-year-old boy admitted to a judge Wednesday that he killed his parents and attempted 
to kill his 5-year-old sister and 9-year-old brother. It was a crime that shocked the small agricultural community in 
eastern Colorado. The boy’s guilty plea was part of an agreement with the District Attorney, who agreed to 
prosecute the boy as a child. He’ll serve his seven year sentence in a juvenile facility, with the possibility of serving 
two more years in an adult facility if he doesn’t respond to therapy. Three separate psychological evaluations 
indicated the boy had serious emotional, psychological and physical problems. Other family members say there were 
never any signs of abuse or problems in the family. In March, the boy shot and killed his parents, Charles and 
Marilyn Long, and then tried to kill his younger siblings. The Longs’ had four other children who are grown and no 
longer live at home. Family members are upset with the plea agreement. The boy’s brother, Jacob Long, described 
his parents as “a couple of the most loving and caring people that I’ve ever known.” He does not believe a seven 
year sentence is fair. “After what he did, and the horrible crimes he committed, he’s dead to me,” Jacob said. “I 
wonder how they can affect a cure and the treatment when we haven’t figured out the way and the why. Maybe 
while he’s in there they can figure out the why, I hope they can,” the boy’s uncle said. “He’s enormously remorseful 
about what happened, and frankly, doesn’t really understand very well why it happened, just like everyone else,” 
said Daniel King, the boy’s attorney. The boy will be sent to a juvenile detention facility where he will receive 
intense one on one and group therapy. Child psychologist Dr. Max Wachtel says therapy can go a long way toward 
rehabilitating a child, depending on what issues the child is facing. He says sometimes there are children who are 
what he calls “just bad seeds,” but he says often there are underlying maturity or mental health issues, and those can 
be successfully addressed with therapy.  
 

2. Hancock Launches Denver Ed Compact.  Aired 8/25/11. 

 
 

GOVERNMENT 

Mayor Michael B. Hancock today launched his Denver Education Compact, announcing the Compact’s leadership 
and plans to move full speed ahead. With a team of strong leaders to guide the effort, the Mayor announced the 
Compact will focus the community’s efforts on areas that will have the greatest impact in helping Denver children 
succeed.  Mayor Hancock will be joined by Denver Public Schools Superintendent Tom Boasberg and Kaiser 
Permanente Health Plan Colorado President Dr. Donna Lynne to co-chair the Compact. The Mayor also announced 
former DPS President and current Board Member Theresa Pena as the Executive Director of the Education 
Compact. Pena will begin her leadership of the Compact in November after completing her second and final term on 
the DPS Board. “I am committed to ensuring that all children have the opportunity to live up to their God-given 
potential,” Mayor Hancock said. “To accomplish this goal, we need seamless and effective pathways from cradle to 
career. I am honored that such a talented and dedicated team has agreed to join me in leading this effort.” The 
Denver Education Compact is a cradle to career effort that will focus the action and resources of all stakeholders on 
areas that will make the biggest differences in our children’s future. Members of the Compact will come from the 
private, public and non-profit sectors. The Compact will drive collaboration between the City, Denver Public 
Schools, higher education, business, foundation, and civic leaders in order to evaluate needs, develop strategies and 
implement an agenda to improve outcomes for our children. From Parks and Recreation to Human Services, the City 
will be a strong partner in addressing the goals set out by the Compact and deploy vast resources to support 
Denver’s children, families and teachers. 



1. Hancock-Denver’s New Mayor 

Mayor-elect Michael Hancock Announces DenverTogether Inaugural Committee Co-Chairs.Mayor-elect 
Michael Hancock today announced the Inaugural Committee Co-Chairs and further plans for Denver’s inaugural 
ceremony and celebration.Hancock and the Inaugural Committee have hit the ground running to deliver a 
celebration for all of Denver by building a diverse team of Co-Chairs and members of the finance and steering 
committees. The team has already set the locations for the ceremony and celebration and plans are underway for a 
park tour following the events on July 18. “Delivering on our promise to bring Denver together, this will be an 
inclusive celebration," Mayor-elect Hancock said. "Like transition, our inaugural committee will include voices 
from all over the city to ensure this celebration is representative of all of Denver."  The swearing in ceremony, to 
include newly elected and returning city officials, will take place at the Temple Hoyne Buell Theatre followed by an 
inaugural celebration at the Denver Botanic Gardens. The Co-Chairs and committee members will help guide the 
planning for the DenverTogether inaugural. 

 

2. 9/11 10-Year Anniversary – 9/11/11 

9/11 Survivor, Denver Resident, Mrs Lovie Cunningham will share about her experience at the 10:00 AM Worship 
Service at SHorter Community AME Church, Sunday 9/11/11. Mrs. Cunningham was in tower 2 on 9/11 and was 
able to escape minutes before the tower went down. Mrs. Lovie Cunningham is a member of Shorter Community 
AME Church.  Talking to:  Mile Hi Church is paying tribute to the tenth anniversary of 9/11. Sandy Dahl, the 
widow of the United Flight 93 hero, Captain Jason Dahl is being featured at all three morning services, 8:00 a.m., 
10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. to honor her husband and celebrate his life. Captain Dahl was the pilot of the aircraft that 
crashed in Pennsylvania when hijackers were allegedly trying to target the United States Capitol in Washington, 
D.C. but Dahl and other passengers intervened.  Talking to:  Speakers will include: Jack McDonnell, retired FDNY 
Battalion Chief and Michael Faughnan, Colorado resident who lost brother in Twin Towers attack. Local Honor 
Guards, bagpiper, and bugler will also participate. Ceremony is anticipated to last approximately 1 hour.  
 
 

HEALTH/WELFARE 

1.  Cantelope Listeria Outbreak.  Aired 9/12/11. 

Today, Dr. Chris Urbina, chief medical officer and executive director of the Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment, said, “People at high risk for Listeria infection should not eat cantaloupe from the Rocky Ford 
growing region. The department expects additional test results later this week that may help identify the specific 
source of the cantaloupe linked to the multistate outbreak.”  People who are at high risk for listeriosis are people age 
60 and older; those with weakened immune systems from transplants or certain chronic diseases, 
immunosuppressive therapies or medications; and pregnant women. Healthy adults under age 60 rarely develop this 
illness.  Eleven of Colorado’s 13 listeriosis cases now are linked to the multistate outbreak.   The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention is coordinating the multi-state investigation with affected states, the Food and Drug 
Administration and the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety Inspection Service. Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment also is working with local public health partners on the investigation.  In general, 
CDC guidance about Listeria advises that people can decrease their risk of Listeria infection by avoiding deli meats 
unless reheated to an internal temperature of 165 F, refrigerated pâté or meat spreads, refrigerated smoked seafood, 
and soft cheeses such as queso fresco and brie unless they are made with pasteurized milk.  Consumers and food 
preparers should wash their hands before and after handling any melon. The surface of melons such as cantaloupes 
should be washed and dried with a clean cloth or paper towel before cutting. Cut melon should be promptly 
refrigerated at less than 41 F / 5 C (32-34 F is optimal for cut melon storage.) Cut melons left at room temperature 
for more than four hours should be discarded.  Eating food contaminated with Listeria monocytogenes can cause 
listeriosis, an uncommon but potentially fatal infection. Symptoms of listeriosis can include fever and muscle aches, 
and also can include diarrhea, headache, stiff neck, confusion and convulsions. Listeriosis also can cause 
miscarriages and stillbirths.   Antibiotics given promptly can cure the illness and prevent infection of a fetus. Even 
with prompt treatment, some Listeria infections result in death. This is particularly likely in older adults and in 
people with other serious medical problems. 
 

2. Canetelope Listeria 15 Deaths.  Aired 9/30/11. 

Fifteen people have now died nationwide in connection with the cantaloupe listeria outbreak in Colorado, Centers 
for Disease Control officials said Friday.  The death toll climbed from 13 in the previous CDC report, and an 



additional death in Colorado joined the list. Two others had died previously in Colorado as part of the outbreak, 
which investigators have pinpointed to Jensen Farms cantaloupe. The melons were recalled on Sept. 14.  At least 84 
people have been sickened by the listeria.  The death total makes the outbreak one of the deadliest foodborne 
illnesses in recent U.S. history.  Jensen Farms, meanwhile added three states to the list of 25 that are known to have 
received shipments of the recalled cantaloupe. Those new states are Louisiana, Indiana and Wisconsin.  Federal and 
state officials quickly pinpointed the origin of the outbreak to Jensen Farms, near Holly, Colorado, but are now 
combing the farm to find the source of the listeria bacteria. 

 

HOUSING 

1.  St. Jude Home Giveaway 

Starting Sunday PM, Monday AM in BOTH morning shows (Every Hour) and throughout all newscasts on BOTH 
stations we want to let our viewers know about the St. Jude Dream Home Giveaway.  We are the broadcast sponsor 
in this community service project that will raise money for St. Jude’s Research Hospital.  We are selling raffle 
tickets at $100 each for a chance to win a newly built home in Castle Rock.  The tickets go on sales Friday, August 
5th, we will be doing live next Friday, and ALL the awesome prizes viewers are qualified to win if they buy a ticket 
for the house.   SCRIPT:  HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO WIN A BRAND NEW HOME AND SUPPORT A 
GREAT CASUE AT THE SAME TIME? (We have aerials of the house from Friday. It is in TONS labeled ST. 
JUDE DREAM HOME – it is the second house with the wrap around porch!!!)  FOX 31 DENVER/COLORADO’S 
OWN CHANNEL TWO) AND SAINT JUDE’S CHILDRENS RESEARCH HOSPITAL ARE TEAMING UP FOR 
A DREAM HOME GIVEAWAY.  STARTING THIS FRIDAY, AUGUST 5TH BUY A RAFFLE TICKET FOR 
100- DOLLARS AND BE ENTERED TO WIN THIS NEW HOME THAT’S UNDER CONSTRUCTION RIGHT 
NOW IN CASTLE ROCK.  THERE ARE LOTS OF OTHER GREAT PIRZES AS WELL, INCUDING A 2011 
SUZUKI KIZASHI, ONE-THOUSAND DOLLAR SHOPPING SPREES, AND MORE. 
 

2. Louisville #1 Place to Live – 8/31/11 

LOUISVILLE NAMED #1 OF THE BEST PLACES TO LIVE BY MONEY MAGAZINE - AGAIN(Louisville) 

Money magazine listed Louisville as #1 again on the 2011 “MONEY’s 100 Best Places to Live in America”, 

highlighting small towns across the country with populations of 50,000 or less. According to CNNMoney.com, the 

2011 list, released today, “looked for places with the optimal combination of job opportunities, fiscal strength, top-

notch schools, safe streets, good health care, cultural and outdoor activities, and even nice weather.”  

 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY/CRIME 

1. Alie Berrelez– DNA Suspect Named.  Aired  9/13/11. 

Englewood – On September 13, 2011, at 10:00 AM the Englewood Police will be hosting a news conference 
concerning the status of the Alie Berrelez homicide investigation. Alie went missing on May 18, 1993 from the 
Golden Nugget apartment complex at 200 W. Grand Ave. The Englewood Police, Aurora Police, Arapahoe County 
Search and Rescue, and the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department all assisted in the attempts to locate Alie. Police 
K-9’s from the Aurora Police Department and the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office assisted with the search. Alie’s 
body was found on May 22, 1993 in Deer Creek Canyon, in South Jefferson County. The suspect in the murder of 
Alie Berrelez has been recently identified by the means of a DNA profile match. The conference will be located in 
front of the Englewood Police Station located at 3615 S. Elati St. The Englewood Police Department PIO will 
distribute briefing packets to all media representatives at approximately 9:45 AM. 
 

2.  Dougherty Siblings Capture.  Aired 8/10/11. 

On August 10, 2011 at 2:00 PM a press conference was held at the Pueblo County Sheriff’s Office. Present at the 

conference were Pueblo County Sheriff Kirk M. Taylor, Colorado Department of Public Safety Executive Director 

Jim Davis, Colorado State Patrol, Lt. Colonel Anthony Padilla and Captain Brian Lyons, FBI Special Agent Phil 

Niedringhaus and Sheriff Bruce Newman of Huerfano County. At approximately 9:02 a.m. The Pueblo County 

Sheriff’s Office along with the Colorado State Patrol were notified of a suspicious vehicle located on Highway 165 

at Mile Post 14. Tips were received from three people in the area, one of which was a retired law enforcement 



officer. The tips consisted of a white car like a Subaru Impreza but that the front plate was removed and it was 

backed in to a camp site. Some witnesses indicated one site and another witness indicated a second site. Both sites 

have been evaluated for evidence. Both camp sites were located in the San Isabel National Forest, just inside the 

Fremont County line. Deputies from the Pueblo, Fremont and Custer County Sheriff were dispatched with the 

Colorado State Patrol. Other deputies were responding from Pueblo were also en route as back up. A detective of the 

Pueblo County Sheriff’s Office Civil-Fugitive Division was in an un-marked vehicle and was exiting at mile marker 

74 (Colorado City) and noticed a similar vehicle at the Texaco/Subway convenience store located just off Interstate 

25. A license plate confirmed that it was the same vehicle mentioned in news reports yesterday in Southern 

Colorado. The Texas Plate LCS909 was confirmed from an activation of Colorado Information Analysis Center 

(CIAC). This information regarding suspects Lee Grace Dougherty age 29 and siblings Dylan Dougherty Stanley 

age 26 and Ryan Edward Dougherty age 21 were heavily reported by the media after an alleged sighting in Colorado 

Springs yesterday at a camping supply store.  Upon noticing law enforcement closing in, the female and two males 

left the Texaco and headed south on Interstate 25 towards Walsenburg. Marked Colorado State Patrol Units took 

over the pursuit and speeds varied up to over 100 MPH. At Mile Marker 68, shots were said to be fired from the 

suspect’s vehicle at law enforcement officers in pursuit. At Mile Marker 52 and Interstate 25 the suspect vehicle 

crashed injuring one occupant who was subsequently placed into custody. The female was armed and fled the 

vehicle into a ditch. The female had an automatic weapon. Law enforcement gave orders to drop the weapon and 

upon the disregard of this order, the female was engaged and was hit with gunfire sustaining non-life threatening 

injuries. The shooting is being fully investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Colorado Bureau of 

Investigation. The third suspect fled, and he was placed into custody a short time later by law enforcement. Injuries 

he sustained are not known as to being caused from the arrest or the traffic accident.  

 
 

TRANSPORTATION 

1. RTD Rate Hikes.  Aired 8/8/11. 

RTD directors tonight approved an across-the-board fare increase that will go into effect Jan. 1.  It will be the third 
fare increase in four years at the Regional Transportation District.  In recent months, RTD finance officials proposed 
the fare hike as part of a package of measures needed to eliminate a projected budget deficit of at least $12 million 
next year.  RTD held about 15 public hearings in September on the fare increase, which will boost the regular local 
cash fare to $2.25 from the current $2. The regular express cash fare will jump to $4 from $3.50 and the regional 
fare will go to $5 from $4.50.  The measure generally will increase fares between 11 percent and 14 percent and 
apply to all transit passes and other ticketing options, including discounted fares.  RTD expects to raise about $8 
million from the increase. 

2. US Transportation Sec/ RTD BIG Grant Presser.  Aired 8/29/11     

U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and Federal Transit Administration Administrator Peter Rogoff are 
coming to Denver to announce a major transit funding award for the Regional Transportation District’s East Rail 
Line to Denver International Airport and the Gold Line to Arvada and Wheat Ridge. The two lines are part of RTD’s 
FasTracks transit expansion program. The award will be announced at a special signing ceremony Wednesday, Aug. 
31 at 3:00 p.m. in Olde Town Arvada. The event also will celebrate the Gold Line groundbreaking at the site of the 
future Olde Town Station. 


