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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story

FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 



PROGRAM CODE

ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 2017

1. Bram Sable-Smith of Harvest Public Media reported on efforts being made to provide 
obstetrics and gynecology services to patients in rural areas. Obstetric services are often 
among the first programs cut at hospitals seeking to save money, and that has left a large 
number of rural counties without any place for women to give birth. 
(HPM-RUROBGY.wav) – aired 10-02-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:37 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
_________________________________________________________________AG/HE

2. Celia Llopis-Jepsen and Amy Jeffries of the Kansas News Service discussed the ruling 
issued by the Kansas Supreme Court on a case concerning school funding. The decision 
directed lawmakers to start over and come up with a new school funding formula that 
would distribute money more equitably. The ruling could set the stage for another budget 
fight in the spring. 
(KNS-GAN-2WAY.wav) – aired 10-03-17 – ME/R – length: 4:18 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________ED/POL/ECO

3. Kristofor Husted of Harvest Public Media reported on how the food industry is coping 
with criticism of genetically modified ingredients and products. New genetic editing 
technology is being used in food research, and industry groups are hoping to continue 
that practice with a minimum of protest. 
(HPM-GENEEDIT.wav) – aired 10-10-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:45 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm, 6:44pm
________________________________________________________________AG/ECO

4. KPR’s Laura Lorson talked with Christina Valdivia Alcala and Connie Gibbons, two 
organizers of a symposium at Washburn University focusing on art and political 
resistance. The event was designed to showcase social justice movements and artworks 
used as a means of protest.
(MUL-SYMP1.wav) – aired 10-11-17 – ME/R – length: 3:58 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
__________________________________________________________AR/POL/ED/HI

5. Jim McLean reported on political candidates embracing the idea that Kansas state 
government has become increasingly dysfunctional. Focusing on that idea is giving some 
candidates a chance to connect with frustrated voters, while putting incumbents and 
status quo candidates on the defensive. 
(JM-WINNING.wav) – aired 10-11-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:11 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
5:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/HI



6. Amy Mayer of Harvest Public Media reported on the growing profit potential for 
sunflowers as a commodity crop. Researchers have determined the entire genetic code for 
the most common variety of the plant, and that could lead to better hybrid seeds. 
(HPM-SUNFLWR.wav) – aired 10-19-17 – ME/R – length: 4:14 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_______________________________________________________________AG/ECO

7.  KPR’s J. Schafer talked with Shawna Coronado, a featured speaker at the Mother 
Earth News Fair, which was held at the Kansas Expocentre in Topeka. The event featured 
workshops and demonstrations on renewable energy, natural health and organic 
gardening. 
(MOM-EARTH.wav) – aired 10-20-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:46 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
6:44pm
______________________________________________________________AR/AG/HE

8. Grant Gerlock of Harvest Public Media reported on the growing market for organic 
food, which is currently estimated as being a $40 billion industry.  The growth in the 
market for organics has drawn the attention of many farmers, who have been battling to 
turn a profit amidst years of low prices for conventionally-grown crops. 
(HPM-ORGFARM.wav) – aired 10-24-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:58 – airtimes: 3:53pm, 
5:44pm
_______________________________________________________________AG/ECO

9. Jim McLean reported on the four teenagers who have announced their candidacy for 
Kansas governor. The fact that the teens decided to get into the race has garnered national 
and international attention. McLean says that while their candidacies could be seen as 
nothing more than human-interest stories, these rookie candidates are actually using their 
time in the spotlight to highlight issues of particular interest to teens and millennials. 
(JM-TEENAGERS.wav) – aired 10-25-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:03 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
_____________________________________________________________POL/ED/HE

10. KPR’s Stephen Koranda examined the ongoing struggle in the state of Kansas to 
balance the budget. This past spring, lawmakers agreed to rescind many of the state’s 
controversial tax cuts enacted in 2012. The debate now centers on whether that was 
enough to adequately repair the state budget. 
(SK-BUDGETFIX.wav) – aired 10-31-17 – ME/R – length: 4:15 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED/HE



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER 2017 

1. KPR’s J. Schafer reported on a speech delivered by Juan Santos, the president of 
Colombia, at the University of Kansas. Santos is a KU alumnus who received the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2016. He was in Lawrence to receive an honorary degree from KU for his 
efforts to bring peace to Colombia and the surrounding region. 
(EXCERPT-SANTOS.wav) – aired 11-01-17 – ME/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 7:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________________KU/POL

2. Lisa Rodriguez reported on the billion-dollar project that would upgrade facilities at 
Kansas City’s international airport. Voters headed to the polls to determine whether the 
plan – which would use airport revenue rather than taxpayer money – would be put in 
motion. Many people like the unusual layout of the airport, but business travelers find the 
facility outdated and unwieldy. 
(KNS-KCI-FEAT.wav) – aired 11-03-17 – ME/R – length: 4:08 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________________ECO/HI 

3. Sam Zeff reported on a major sex trafficking operation that was being run out of a 
Lawrence nightclub. Dozens of women and girls were lured into sex work by a Topeka 
man, who was sentenced to federal prison in November. 
(SZ-TRAFFIC.wav) – aired 11-06-17 – ME/R – length: 3:52 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
________________________________________________________________CR/ECO

4. KPR’s J. Schafer reported on the efforts of volunteer organizers to resurrect a Veterans 
Day parade in the city of Lawrence. There had not been one in nearly 50 years, so Kim 
Murphree and Saundra Wisdom decided to put one together. They said response to their 
plans has been positive. 
(VETS-PARADE2.wav) – aired 11-07-17 – ME/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_______________________________________________________________MI/HI/AR

5. Dan Margolies and Maria Carter of the Kansas News Service discussed two recent 
cases involving prosecutors in the U.S. Attorney’s office in Kansas City, Kansas. A 
group of criminal defense lawyers alleges that some federal prosecutors have been 
violating the rights of criminal defendants. A U.S. District Judge is now hearing 
arguments concerning the alleged misconduct. 
(KCK-PROS.wav) – aired 11-08-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:02 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm
_________________________________________________________________RR/CR



6. Celia Llopis-Jepsen reported that changes to the state of Kansas math and reading tests 
may place some schools at a disadvantage. As the state seeks to boost standardized test 
scores and graduation rates, schools with a high percentage of disabled students may be 
held to a different standard of success. 
(CLJ-ACCOUNT.wav) – aired 11-09-17 – ME/R – length: 4:15 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
____________________________________________________________RR/ED/ECO

7.  J. Schafer talked with Matthew Naylor, the president and CEO of the National World 
War I Museum and Memorial, about events planned for Veterans Day. These included 
symposia, special exhibits, films and tours of the museum. 
(NWW1-VETSDAY.wav) – aired 11-09-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:01 – airtimes: 5:44pm, 
6:44pm
_______________________________________________________________MI/HI/ED 

8. Sam Zeff reported on why a magazine named Kansas State University as one of the 
most welcoming universities for LGBTQ students. On a campus better-known for 
agriculture and football, many people were surprised to learn that K-State has strong 
programs in place for its LGBTQ students and those in the process of defining their 
sexuality. K-State officials say they’re not surprised, because the school has been 
working hard to become friendlier to minority students. 
(SZ-KSULGBTQ.wav) – aired 11-21-17 – ME/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_________________________________________________________ED/CR/POL/RE

9. Jim McLean reported on concerns at the Kansas Statehouse concerning a new version 
of KanCare, the state’s privatized Medicaid program. Governor Sam Brownback’s 
administration is still at odds with Kansas lawmakers over proposed changes, and paying 
for the program continues to be difficult. 
(JM-KANC2.wav) – aired 11-21-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes: 5:30pm, 6:30pm
___________________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

10. Grant Gerlock reported on a vacation ranch in Nebraska that allows visitors to dress 
up and participate in activities while costumed as characters from Hollywood westerns. 
It’s an experience in the same vein as comic-cons and Renaissance fairs, allowing adults 
to engage in cosplay. 
(HPM-COWBOY.wav) – aired 11-24-17 – ME/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________________AR/ECO 



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 2017

1. KCUR’s arts reporter, C.J. Janovy, spoke with a professor at the University of Kansas 
who’s working to preserve the dying Kiowa language. Many indigenous languages are 
slowly dying as their speakers pass away and there’s no written record of the languages 
that survive.
(KNS-KIOWA.wav) – aired 12-06-17 – ME/R – length: 3:58 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_____________________________________________________________KU/HI/AR

2. Jim McLean reports that Democrats believe they have a good chance to recapture the 
Kansas 2nd Congressional District seat in the 2018 election. Kansas Congresswoman 
Lynn Jenkins…a Republican…decided not to seek re-election. Not many GOP 
candidates have filed to run for the seat, and Democrats are polling well, as President 
Donald Trump is historically unpopular.
(JM-2NDDIST.wav) – aired 12-07-17 – ME/R – length: 4:04 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________________POL/ECO 

3. Madeline Fox spoke with Gina Meier-Hummel, the new secretary of the Kansas 
Department of Children and Families, about the problems she’ll be trying to address in 
the agency. Meier-Hummel has already begun making changes in the culture of the 
department…she’s now getting daily reports about kids who’ve run away from their 
foster homes and updates on how many children are awaiting a place to stay. 
(2WAY-KDCF.wav) – aired 12-12-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:30 – airtimes: 3:30pm, 
5:30pm
________________________________________________________________POL/ED

4. Harvest Public Media’s Kristofor Husted reported on concerns in the organic food 
industry that some producers might be passing off conventionally-grown food as organic, 
thus undermining the industry’s credibility. 
(HPM-ORGFRAUD.wav) – aired 12-14-17 – ME/R – length: 4:14 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________________AG/ECO

5. Ben Kuebrich provided a series of short newscast explainers on why and how the 
Federal Communications Commission overturned its 2015 decision to prevent internet 
service providers from slowing speeds of charging more for certain content. So-called net 
neutrality policies could have profound implications for rural communities competing for 
broadband access. 
(HPM-NETNEUT.wav) – aired 12-14-17 – ATC/R – length: :45 – airtimes: 3:30, 4:30, 
5:30 pm newscasts
_______________________________________________________________ECO/AR



6. Celia Llopis-Jepsen of the Kansas News Service prepared a brief overview of the 
constitutional problems surrounding funding for Kansas schools. Some Republican 
lawmakers resent the Kansas Supreme Court’s edict that the schools must receive more 
funding, and in the past have strongly considered defying the court’s orders. There are 
renewed concerns this year that a constitutional crisis could be touched off if legislators 
just decide they won’t comply. 
(CLJ-SCHOOLFUNDS.wav) – aired 12-18-17 – ATC/R – length: 6:52 – airtimes: 
4:50pm, 5:50pm
___________________________________________________________ED/POL/ECO

7. KCUR’s Laura Spencer reported on the history of holiday wrapping paper and its 
connection to a major area employer, Hallmark Cards. 
(LS-GIFTWRAP.wav) – aired 12-20-17 – ME/R – length: 3:57 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_____________________________________________________________ECO/AR/HI  

8. Alex Smith reported for Harvest Public Media on sales of grass-fed beef, and how the 
shift from corn-finishing to grass-finishing has been changing the environment. What’s 
more, the grass that’s used to feed the cattle may itself be changing in ways that could 
affect the future of both the grass-fed and conventional beef industries. 
(HPM-GRASSFED.wav) – aired 12-27-17 – ME/R – length: 3:45 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________AG/ECO/ENV

9. Sports reporter Greg Echlin spoke with Kansas State University administrators and 
football fans about head coach Bill Snyder’s future with the K-State Wildcats football 
team. Snyder’s contract contains a provision that says he can remain coach as long as he 
wants. But he has recently said that he’s not sure whether he’ll return for the 2018 season. 
(GE-KSUCOACH.wav) – aired 12-28-17 – ME/R – length: 3:35 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________________SP__

10. Rex Buchanan provided a review of a new edition of an important paleontology book 
called Oceans of Kansas. The book was for many years the definitive text on the animals 
that once lived in the Western Interior Sea that covered the state, 85 million years ago. 
(RB-FOSSIL2.wav) – aired 12-29-17 – ME/C – length: 3:31 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_____________________________________________________________KU/HI/ENV 


