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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story
FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 



PROGRAM CODE

ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR JANUARY 2017

1. The Kansas Legislature began its new session, facing several major challenges. Among 
them is a large budget shortfall and the need to create a new method for determining 
school funding. Stephen Koranda provided an overview. 
(SK-SESPREV.wav) – aired 01-06-17 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 3:44pm. 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL//ECO/ED 

2. KPR provided live coverage of Governor Sam Brownback’s 2017 State of the State 
address. 
(SOS2017.wav) – aired 01-10-17 – live broadcast – length: 59:00 – airtime: 5pm
___________________________________________________________________POL

3. Governor Sam Brownback’s State of the State address touched on the Kansas budget 
deficit, education funding and economic opportunity.  KPR’s Stephen Koranda used clips 
from the speech along with analysis in a recap of the governor’s message to the state 
legislature. 
(SK-SOSFEAT.wav) – aired 01-11-17 – ME/R, ATC/R – length: 4:01 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________POL/ECO/AG/ED

4. Kansas Governor Sam Brownback released a plan for filling the state’s budget 
shortfall. His proposal would take money from the highway fund, raise some taxes and 
overhaul the funding system for children’s programs. KPR’s Stephen Koranda and Jim 
McLean of the Kansas News Service discussed the plan and lawmakers’ reactions. 
(SK-BUDG-Q-A.wav) – aired 01-12-17 – ME/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________ECO/POL/ED

5. Kaye McIntyre talked with author Harriet Lerner about Lerner’s latest book, “Why 
Won’t You Apologize?” The book addresses various ways to deliver an apology and why 
they’re so hard to give and receive. 
(LERNER2.wav) – aired 01-19-17 – ME/R – length: 5:32 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________________AR/ED/HE

6. Jim McLean of the Kansas News Service reported on the events at the Kansas 
Legislature in the 2nd week of the session. New legislative leaders and several newly-
elected lawmakers are pushing back against Governor Sam Brownback’s proposed 
budget. 
(KNS-BUDFIX.wav) – aired 01-19-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:03 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED



7. KPR’s J. Schafer talked with Ron Barrett-Gonzales of the University of Kansas 
Aerospace Engineering department about KU’s winning entries at an international 
aircraft design competition. KU students regularly enter this competition, and frequently 
win. 
(KU-AERO16X.wav) – aired 01-20-17 – ME/R – length: 4:35 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
______________________________________________________________KU/ED/MI

8. Abigail Beckman of KMUW Radio reported on the protestors who rallied in Kansas 
City, Topeka and Wichita to express their concerns about President Donald Trump and 
the rights of women. This piece was a kind of “audio postcard,” comprising comments 
from 14 women who participated. 
(KMUW-WOMEN.wav) – aired 01-23-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:29 – airtimes: 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________________POL

9. Nick Carswell of the Kansas Audio-Reader Network reported on an entrepreneurial 
training program designed for artists and others who make their living from creative 
pursuits. It’s tailored to help artists acquire business skills in professions that are 
fundamentally freelance and unpredictable in their tenure. 
(NC-ARTS.wav) – aired 01-25-17 – ME/R – length: 4:36 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
____________________________________________________________AR/ECO/KU 

10. Jim McLean reported on problems in the Kansas mental health treatment system. A 
murder in 2015 exposed the growing gaps in the system’s ability to assist the mentally ill, 
and there are concerns that other fatal tragedies could follow if the condition of mental 
health facilities isn’t addressed soon. 
(JM-MURDER2.wav) – aired 01-25-17 – ME/R – length: 4:15 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
____________________________________________________________HE/ECO/CR



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR FEBRUARY 2017

1. Andy Marso of the Kansas News Service reported on a growing movement among 
physicians in the Kansas City area to offer a service called direct primary care. Instead of 
accepting insurance, the doctors charge a monthly membership fee. The service is 
offering an alternative for low-income families. 
(KNS-DPC2.wav) – aired 02-02-17 – ME/R – length: 3:58 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
________________________________________________________________HE/ECO

2. KPR’s Tom Parkinson spoke with Lawrence-area singer and songwriter Kelley Hunt 
about a benefit show being held for a food pantry in Douglas County. Hunt is on the road 
much of the year as a performer, but this is the second consecutive year she’s returned to 
Lawrence for the event. 
(TP-JFDANCE-M-E.wav) – aired 02-09-17 – ME/R – length: 5:14 – airtimes: 6:45, 
8:45am
__________________________________________________________________AR___

3. Stephen Koranda reported on the sudden collapse of a tax and budget debate in the 
Kansas Senate. The situation revealed the extent to which lawmakers have become 
divided on how to approach a solution to the state’s budget crisis. 
(SK-NODEBATE.wav) – aired 02-09-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:59 – airtimes: 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED

4. Sam Zeff of the Kansas News Service reported on the continuing debate over 
concealed carry policies. This time, there are some lawmakers who want to allow 
concealed carry of handguns in the KU Hospital in Kansas City, Kansas. The debate has 
centered on the question of whether guns enhance or detract from public safety, but Zeff 
found that cost is also a consideration. 
(SZ-GUNSKUMC.wav) – aired 02-14-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:51 – airtimes: 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/CR/KU_

5. Jim McLean reported on the discussions at the Kansas Statehouse concerning 
Medicaid expansion. Until the 2017 legislative session, not a single vote on the matter 
had been scheduled. But after the 2016 elections that sent more moderate Republicans to 
the legislature, there’s talk that a change could be in the works. 
(JM-MEDEXP.-16.wav) – aired 02-16-17 – ME and ATC/R – length: 4:13 – airtimes: 
6:45, 8:45am; 3:44, 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/HE



6. Andy Marso reported that thousands of applicants seeking long-term care from the 
state of Kansas Medicaid program, KanCare, are facing long waits.  That’s after the state 
announced last year that it had cleared up much of the backlog. But now, applicants are 
frustrated and some care facilities are being forced to absorb months of delayed 
payments. 
(AM-KANAPP.wav) – aired 02-22-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:10 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/HE

7. Jim McLean of the Kansas News Service reported on the continuing problems with the 
privatization of the state’s Medicaid program. He learned that health-care providers are 
having serious problems getting paid for the services they provide. 
(KNS-REIMB.wav) – aired 02-23-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:14 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/HE/ECO

8. KPR’s Laura Lorson spoke with philosopher and author Matthew Stewart about his 
book “Nature’s God: The Heretical Origins of the American Republic.” Stewart delivered 
a Hall Center for the Humanities guest lecture at the University of Kansas. His book 
posits the idea that the philosophical underpinnings of the American Revolution included 
more than just ideas addressed by Enlightenment thinkers.  European philosophy – 
particularly Spinoza – also provided inspiration to the nation’s founding fathers. 
(STEWART-FINAL.wav) – aired 02-23-17 – ATC/R – length: 5:03 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
online
______________________________________________________________AR/HI/KU

9. Greg Echlin prepared an overview of Bob Chipman’s basketball coaching career. 
Chipman has been the head coach of the Washburn University men’s team for 38 years, 
and announced at the beginning of the season that this would be his final year. The 
university decided to name its basketball court for Chipman, and held a naming ceremony 
during Chipman’s final home game for the Ichabods. 
(GE-CHIPMAN.wav) – aired 02-24-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:23 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
__________________________________________________________________SP/ED

10. Commentator John Richard Schrock discussed ways to help students differentiate 
between information, news and “fake news.” Schrock says that despite the idea of “fake 
news” becoming a topic in recent months, it’s a phenomenon that’s been around for a 
long time, and is something that students need to understand and recognize. 
(JRS-FAKE2.wav) – aired 02-03-17 – ME/C – length: 3:31 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_______________________________________________________________ED/POL



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR MARCH 2017

1. Sam Zeff of the Kansas News Service reports that while educators are worried about 
the effect of a new state school funding formula, some components of the plan have them 
cautiously optimistic.  Cuts to programs could severely affect the overall quality of public 
education and teacher retention, but money is also being set aside for things like teacher 
mentoring programs, which the KNEA has long sought. 
(SZ-SCHLBUD.wav) – aired 03-01-17—ATC/R – length: 3:34 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44 
pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED

2.  Jim McLean reported that members of the Kansas congressional delegation have come 
under fire for avoiding town-hall meetings with their constituents. Members of the 
delegation explained their reaction and failures to schedule public forums while at the 
Kansas GOP convention in February. 
(JM-PROTEST.wav) – aired 03-02-17 – ME/R – length: 3:50 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
________________________________________________________________POL/HE

3. The Kansas Supreme Court has issued a deadline for the Kansas Legislature to create a 
school finance plan that is both equitable and adequate. Sam Zeff and Amy Jeffries of the 
Kansas News Service discussed the order and what’s likely to happen next at the Kansas 
Statehouse as legislators attempt to comply. 
(SZ-RULING.wav) – aired 03-02-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes: 5:48pm
________________________________________________________________POL/ED

4. Greg Echlin reported on the University of Kansas Jayhawks’ chances in the Big 12 and 
the NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball Tournaments. Despite immense success on the 
court, this year’s team has been plagued by problems off the court. 
(GE-KU13.wav) – aired 03-08-17 – ME/R – length: 3:59 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_________________________________________________________________KU/SP 

5.  KPR’s Stephen Koranda reported that Kansas Governor Sam Brownback is in line to 
become the next U.S. ambassador to the United Nations Agencies for Food and 
Agriculture in Rome. The governor’s office would neither confirm nor deny the 
appointment. 
(SK-SCOOP3.wav) – aired 03-08-17 – ATC/R – length: 5:00 – airtimes: 5:44pm
_______________________________________________________________POL/AG

6.  Jim McLean reported on a controversy stirred up by Kansas 1st District Congressman 
Roger Marshall.  Marshall has called the Affordable Care Act a failure, but the 
replacement bill that he supports has come under intense criticism from health policy 
researchers and his constituents. 
(JM-RISKPOOLS.wav) – aired 03-09-17 – ME/R – length: 3:59 – airtimes: 7:45am, 8:36 
am
_______________________________________________________________POL/HE



7. KPR’s J. Schafer spoke with Kevin Willmott, a feature film director and professor of 
film and media studies at the University of Kansas. His latest documentary tells the story 
of Basketball Hall of Fame coach John McLendon, who helped integrate the game of 
basketball.  The film is called Fast Break: The Legendary John McLendon.
(JS-FASTBREAK.wav) – aired 03-13-17 – ATC/R – length: 4:17 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
______________________________________________________________KU/SP/AR

8. KCUR’s Frank Morris reported on the booming “doomsday prepper” industry in 
Kansas, and how it has changed in the age of President Donald Trump. He visited a 
former missile silo near Concordia that’s been converted into an upscale survival shelter, 
and some more working-class alternatives. 
(FM-BUNKER.wav) – aired 03-15-17 – ATC/R – length: 5:08 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
___________________________________________________________ECO/POL/AG

9. Sam Zeff reported on a mandate issued by the Kansas Board of Regents that every 
state-run university and community college increase the number of degrees and 
certificates awarded. Zeff visited Johnson County Community College, which is taking a 
student-centric approach to fill that order. 
(SZ-JUCO.wav) – aired 03-16-17 – ATC/R – length: 3:27 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 5:44pm
________________________________________________________________ED/ECO

10. Mike Tobias of Harvest Public Media reported on the growing problem of sex 
trafficking in rural areas. Sex trafficking is more often associated with urban slums and 
other low-income areas, but it’s increasingly being carried out in more remote, rural 
areas. 
(HPM-SEX.wav) – aired 03-20-17 – ME/R &ATC/R – length: 4:31 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________________ECO/CR


