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ABC-13 - LOCAL PROGRAMS
1st Quarter 2018

ABC-13 PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS

On March 10, 2018, ABC-13 began broadcasting ABC-13 & You, a locally-produced live half hour 
magazine-style program that is broadcast weekly on ABC-13’s Channel 13.1 Saturday mornings at 
10am (individual episode information below).  Houston is the most diverse city in the country, and 
ABC-13 & You celebrates the community’s diversity and exposes viewers to different cultures and 
events.  It also profiles notable Houstonians.

ABC-13 & You (Premiered March 10, 2018 @ 10:00am)

Regular air date - Saturdays at 10:00 am.  The stories covered this quarter include:

Live coverage of Holi Festival- Ancient Hindu “Festival of Colours” marking the beginning of spring.

Live coverage of March for Marrow, as well as a story profiling a bone marrow ambassador family.  The 
event raises money for bone marrow disease research and creates awareness about the need for donors.

Live coverage of Buffalo Bayou Regatta – Texas’ largest canoe and kayak race creates awareness about 
the bayou, as well as raises money for preserving it.

Live coverage of Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, which raises millions of scholarship money for 
Texas youth, as well as a story profiling one scholarship winner who would not have been able to go to 
college had it not been for her Rodeo scholarship.

Preview story about the Lemon Climb, an event where participants will climb the tallest building in 
Houston to raise money for pediatric cancer research. The segment included a profile of a pediatric 
cancer patient whose family is helping spearhead the event.

Preview story about World Down Syndrome Day and the Cinderella Ball hosted by the Down Syndrome 
Academy in Houston, which raises money for down syndrome research.   The segment included a 
profile of children with down syndrome who will be participating as prince and princess of the 
Cinderella Ball.

Preview story about the Bayou City Arts Festival featuring a Brazilian artist and a French artist who 
showcase their culture in the artwork they will be selling at the event.  A portion of Bayou City Arts 
Festival proceeds go to 10 different Houston area charities.    

Story on local Rice University professor who accidentally came across a collection of MicroCuentos 
(Mexican mini-comics) during a trip to Mexico.  They were popular in the early 70’s but faded away 
when televisions became ubiquitous.  He not only bought many of the MicroCuentos to showcase in 
Houston, but he also started teaching students the art of MicroCuentos in his Rice University art classes.
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Story on an assistant principal, a former Houston gang member, who not only turned his life around to 
become a Houston high school assistant principal, but who makes it his mission to mentor at-risk 
students.  

Story profiling how a group of local artists are creating mini-murals by transforming utility boxes 
throughout the city that typically are eyesores with graffiti into works of art that celebrate Houston and 
its history, people and culture.  The segment included a tribute to the recently deceased City Council 
member who championed this project to make it a reality.

Story profiling a 10-year old Houston student who was inspired to write a book about respect after a 
school counselor taught him he didn’t need to act like the class clown for attention.  The student now 
talks to other students throughout the city about the right way to gain “respect”. 

Story about a Houston woman who realized it was often difficult for women to find good mentors in 
business, especially African American and Hispanic women, and started collecting career advice from 
business women around the country to start the website, Watch Her Work, in an effort to help women 
advance their careers.  

Live interview with tennis legend and Houstonian Zina Garrison who is paying it forward with a free 
city-wide youth tennis program for underprivileged children.   

ABC-13 NEWS PROGRAMS
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13 Eyewitness News
The following Eyewitness News programs aired live on Channel 13.1 in the first quarter. Selected news 
programs aired live simultaneously or were re-broadcasted on Channel 13.2.

Eyewitness News at 4:30 AM (Weekdays 4:30 – 5:00am)
Eyewitness News at 5:00 AM (Weekdays 5:00 – 5:30am)
Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Weekdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Weekdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Tom Koch, Samica Knight and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor these three half-hour and one one-
hour morning newscasts.  The programs cover the latest overnight news, weather, sports, traffic reports 
and money-saving and consumer tips.

Eyewitness News at 11:00 AM (Weekdays 11:00 am -12:00pm)
Melanie Lawson, Art Rascon and meteorologist Travis Herzog anchor this midday newscast. The 
program covers the latest news and weather, as well as entertainment news. 

Eyewitness News at 4:00 PM (Weekdays 4:00 – 5:00pm)
Eric Barajas, Ilona Carson and chief meteorologist Elita Loresca anchor this one-hour newscast.  The 
program includes the latest news and weather and local interest stories. 

Eyewitness News Live at Five (Weekdays 5:00 - 5:30pm)
Art Rascon, Melanie Lawson and chief meteorologist Tim Heller anchor this half-hour evening newscast 
covering the latest news, weather and sports.   

Eyewitness News at 6 PM (Weekdays 6:00-6:30pm)
Gina Gaston, Art Rascon, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this 
half-hour newscast covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 6:30 PM   (Weekdays 6:30-7:00pm)
Ilona Carson, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey anchor this 
half-hour newscast covering the latest news, sports and weather.

Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Weekdays 10:00 - 10:35pm)
Ilona Carson, Gina Gaston, Erik Barajas, chief meteorologist Tim Heller and sports director Greg Bailey 
anchor this late evening half-hour newscast, covering the latest news, weather and sports.  

Eyewitness News at 5:30 AM (Saturdays 5:30 – 6:00am)
Eyewitness News at 6:00 AM (Saturdays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno, David Nuno and meteorologist Colin Myers anchor these newscasts 
reporting the latest news, weather and sports.

Eyewitness News at 6:00 PM (Saturdays 6:00 – 6:30pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Saturdays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 
news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports.
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Eyewitness News at 6 AM (Sundays 6:00 – 7:00am)
Eyewitness News at 8 AM (Sundays 8:00 – 10:00am)
Chauncy Glover, Mayra Moreno, David Nuno and meteorologist Colin Myers anchor these Sunday 
morning newscasts reporting the latest news, weather and sports.   

Eyewitness News at 5:30 PM (Sundays 5:30 – 6:00pm)
Eyewitness News at 10 PM (Sundays 10:00 – 10:30pm)
Tom Abrahams, Natasha Barrett, meteorologist David Tillman and sportscaster Bob Slovak anchor these 
Sunday evening news programs covering the latest news, weather and sports.
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LOCALLY PRODUCED PROGRAMS

Channel 13.1 Programming

ABC-13 Presents
ABC-13 Presents productions are locally produced specials covering a full range of subjects, including 
medical topics, the environment, consumer reports, health and beauty, sports, the arts and events that 
impact Houstonians.  ABC-13 Presents programs regularly air on Channel 13.1.  We aired “Houston 
Texans: Inside the Game” on January 1, 2018 at 6:30 PM.  On January 14, 2018, we broadcast live the 
“2018 Chevron Houston Marathon” at 6:55 am.  On January 14, 2018 at 10:35 PM, we aired “The 
Finish Line,” a recap show of the 2018 Chevron Houston Marathon.  On January 20, 2018, we aired 
“Under the Hood: Monster Jam 2018” at 6:30 PM (repeat of “Under the Hood: Monster Jam 2018” aired 
on February 3, 2018 at 10:00 am). On February 3, 2018 at 6:30 PM we aired “Faces of Hope”, a special 
about Texas Children’s Hospital (repeats of “Faces of Hope” aired on February 17, 2018 at 10:00 am 
and March 25, 2018 at 3:00 PM). On February 10, 2018 at 11:00 PM we aired the “2018 Galveston 
Mardi Gras Parade.”  On February 24, 2018 at 10:00 am, we aired live the 2018 Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo Parade (repeat of the HLS&R Parade aired on February 24, 2018 at 11:30 PM). And 
on March 17, 2018, we aired the “Rodeo Houston Junior Steer Auction” live at 12:00 PM.

Channel 13.2 Programming
ABC-13’s Channel 13.2 features a variety of locally produced programs, including ABC-13 Presents, 
ABC affiliate specials and Live Well HD Network.  Channel 13.2 also features E/I children’s programs.

Live Well HD Network
Launched by the 8 ABC-owned television stations, Live Well HD Network programs help viewers 
improve their daily lives.  The network airs on Channel 13.2.  The network consists of numerous half-
hour programs covering a variety of lifestyle topics, including:

Mirror, Mirror – beauty and fashion (locally produced by KTRK)
Deals – money-saving tips (locally produced by KTRK)
The Balancing Act – financial information and advice
Mexico: One Plate at a Time – cooking show featuring dishes from Mexico
Live Big with Ali Vincent – personal fitness, health and diet advice 
Let’s Dish – health cooking
Home with Lisa Quinn – interior design

Channel 13.3 Programming
The station’s HDTV Channel 13.3 broadcasts Laff TV, featuring vintage television comedy reruns.  
Channel 13.3 also features E/I children’s programs.  
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ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS

ABC-13 broadcasts all ABC Television Network news programs and special reports.  The network’s 
report entitled, “ABC-TV Network First Quarter 2018 Program Information,” is filed separately.  A 
copy of the report is filed in ABC-13’s Public Inspection File.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES
1st Quarter 2018

CORE ISSUES

ABC-13 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the first 
quarter of 2018:

1.  Severe Winter Ice Storm Coverage
2.  Hurricane Harvey Recovery 
3.  Shootings and Our Children  
4.  HISD Budget Shortfall and Superintendent Resignation
5.  Austin Package Bombings
6.  2018 Chevron Houston Marathon
 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report.
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ABC-13 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE
1st Quarter 2018

Severe Winter Ice Storm Coverage
 
Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   January 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19.
Total coverage:  21 Hours 28 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported on two separate winter weather events. The first Artic weather system 
arrived January 2, 2018 and dropped temperatures below freezing for several days. Eyewitness News ran 
up to the minute weather forecasts and stories on how to protect your home, pipes, autos and pets from 
the freezing temperatures. There were stories on space heater safety, recognizing and avoiding 
hypothermia, saving on your electric bills and how to beat the winter blues. There were also stories on 
how the Houston Police Department and various local charities were providing heating centers, coats 
and blankets to the homeless, elderly and needy citizens of Houston. On January 15, 2018 Houston 
experienced a severe winter storm that produced large amounts of ice and freezing precipitation that 
caused extremely hazardous travel conditions and power outages. Eyewitness News provided extended 
wall to wall coverage during the worst of the storm, including constantly updated weather forecasts, 
monitoring of road conditions and closures, Houston Metro and airport cancellations, school closures 
and the latest storm updates from City of Houston and Harris County emergency management 
personnel.   

Hurricane Harvey Recovery

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   January 1, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 31. February 2, 3, 4, 5, 12, 14, 
19, 20, 21, 24.  March 5, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13.
Total Coverage:  1 Hour 40 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News reported on the road to recovery Houston has been undertaking for the past six 
months. Eyewitness News ran stories highlighting Houston six months since Harvey made landfall and 
local town hall meetings by the City of Houston and other neighboring communities that addressed the 
progress and future plans and goals post Harvey. Eyewitness News ran stories highlighting press 
conferences from government officials such as Governor Greg Abbott, Senator Ted Cruz, and Houston 
Mayor Sylvester Turner on Hurricane Harvey recovery efforts and new flood drainage plans, proposed 
ordinances and aid such as small business grants, disaster relief grants and newly allocated funding at 
the federal and state levels. Eyewitness News also featured stories on portions of the city that are 
returning to normal, highlighting businesses and schools that are reopening after months of repairs, and 
provided information about post Harvey home buying, mortgages, rebuilding and repairing homes and 
scams to avoid. There were also stories featuring ongoing issues after Harvey such as debris problems, 
draining and flood plain issues, road/highway repairs, mail delivery, displaced voters registration, tax 
issues and flood-caused PTSD. There were also stories about the heroes of Harvey and how people like 
Houston business leader Jim McIngvale, Houston Texans player J.J. Watt, Houston Rockets player 
Gerald Green and the Cajun Navy were honored and special guests of such events as The Rose Bowl 
Parade, the Super Bowl, the Houston Boat Show and the President’s State of the Union Address.     
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Shootings and Our Children

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  January 21, 22, 23, 24, 25. February 1, 2, 3, 4, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28.  March 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
27.  
Total Coverage:   5 Hours 26 Minutes

13 Eyewitness News closely followed many incidents with children and shootings, including accidental 
shootings involving children, children bringing guns to class and numerous school shootings across the 
country such as the school shootings at Italy High School in Texas, Salvador B. Castro Middle School in 
California, Central Michigan University and Parkland High School in Florida. Eyewitness News ran 
extensive coverage of the Parkland High School shooting with constant updates of the investigation, the 
aftermath of the event in the community and with the students affected. Eyewitness News also featured 
numerous stories about how the shootings impact local schools, plans and legislation at the local, state 
and federal level to improve school safety, proposed and passed legislation on gun control measures and 
the political and public debates sparked by this such as school walkouts, businesses and organizations 
reassessing their stance on guns, gun control and NRA support and stores changing their polices on AR-
15 sales, and local, state and national reactions from lawmakers on the situation and proposed solutions 
to address the crisis. Eyewitness News also highlighted the effects the shootings have had locally, with 
heightened security at schools, lockdowns over suspicious activities and false threats that have increased 
dramatically since Parkland. Eyewitness News also covered the vigils and school walkouts across the 
country, including the one month anniversary school walkouts and the March for Our Lives protests in 
Washington D.C. and around the country.       

HISD Budget Shortfall and Superintendent Resignation

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:  March 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 19.  
Total Coverage: 1 Hour 13 Minutes

13 Eyewitness News covered the surprise resignation and departure of HISD Superintendent Richard 
Carranza to become New York City Schools Chancellor and the impact that will have on the Houston 
Independent School District and its future. Eyewitness News also ran many in depth stories about the 
HISD budget shortfall, proposed budget cuts and the plan to reduce the number of teachers to make up 
for the budget shortage. Eyewitness News featured stories about the HISD board meetings and various 
town hall meetings that addressed this ongoing problem and possible solutions as well as statements 
from Mayor Sylvester Turner and other city officials about the HISD budget. Eyewitness News also 
interviewed outgoing Superintendent Carranza and covered the search for his replacement. 
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Austin Package Bombings

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   March 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22.  
Total Coverage:  2 Hours 31 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News covered the Austin serial bomber story from the first package bomb to the final 
standoff with Austin law enforcement where the bombing suspect ended his life by detonating a bomb in 
his truck. Eyewitness News provided up to date reports from Austin daily detailing the bombings, the 
victims, potential targets, the suspect search, press conferences from law enforcement and a detailed 
time line of the serial bombings. Eyewitness News also featured stories on how to recognize suspicious 
packages, heightened security and tips and advice from bomb and safety experts. 

2018 Chevron Houston Marathon

Eyewitness News.  Air Dates:   January 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15.  
Total Coverage:  5 Hours 14 Minutes 

13 Eyewitness News provided complete coverage of the 2018 Chevron Houston Marathon including 
three hours of live coverage of the marathon on January 14, 2018 and a thirty minute recap show, “The 
Finish Line,” highlighting the event.  The event is the largest one day sporting event in the city that 
brings in thousands of people and raises money for some 50 Houston area charities.  Before the 
marathon weekend, Eyewitness News aired many stories involving the event including detailed 
marathon weather forecasts leading up to race day, tips on how to run in cold weather, tips on how to 
prepare for the run, as well as traffic and road closures on race day and the best places to watch the 
marathon. Eyewitness News also featured stories of some of the runners themselves, people who were 
running in honor of a loved one, raising money to fight a disease or for a favorite charity, or running 
because they had to battle obstacles themselves such as cancer, heart disease or disabilities and are 
dedicating finishing the marathon to their personal victories. Eyewitness News also reported on other 
events of the Chevron Houston Marathon, including the Aramco Half Marathon, ABB 5K run, and the 
Marathon Expo.  
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KTRK-TV 

ABC-13 - PUBLIC SERVICE
1st Quarter 2018

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

PSA Submissions
The station airs selected PSAs submitted by local, regional and national nonprofit entities.  Broadcasted 
on regular PSA rotation, the spots cover a wide range of subjects and interests -- from health, education 
and issues addressing children’s concerns to drug abuse prevention, public safety and the environment.  

Community Spotlight PSAs
ABC13 regularly produces and broadcasts 15 and 30-second public service announcements under its 
Community Spotlight banner.  The announcements promote the public service programs and activities of 
local nonprofit organizations, community groups and government entities.  The spots are broadcast on 
regular PSA rotation schedules and in special time slots on weekdays between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m.  In the 
first quarter, the station produced and broadcasted PSAs promoting the Martin Luther King Oratory 
Contest, Black History Month, Dress For Success Send One Suit Month campaign, American Heart 
Association Go Red For Women, Disney’s Magic of Storytelling literacy campaign and Souper Bowl of 
Caring food drive and Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center Spring Blood Drive. 

ABC-13 PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS

MLK Oratory Contest
ABC13 hosted a livestream of the history MLK Oratory finals contest on January 12, 2018 at 10:00 am. 
Students from throughout the Houston area compose and perform an original speech. The annual event 
is a celebration of cultural diversity and an opportunity to spotlight local elementary students as they 
learn about Martin Luther King. Live at Five anchor Melanie Lawson was one of the judges. This year’s 
question was “What is your dream for today’s world?”  

Walk2Vote
ABC13 partnered with Univision45 and student-led group, Walk 2 Vote, to encourage voting. The event 
was hosted on March 1, 2018 at the University of Houston Downtown where students gathered then 
walked to the Harris County Clerk’s office to vote during early voting. 

Galveston Mardi Gras Special
ABC13 covered the 2018 Mardi Gras Parade live from Galveston, Texas. The show aired on February 
10 from 10:35pm-11:35pm.  Additional coverage included promotional spots, as well as a digital contest 
and feature page.  Sponsor is Landry’s Restaurants Inc.

Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center/ABC-13 Blood Drive
ABC13 broadcasts an on-air commercial schedule promoting the “give blood” message.  In addition, 
ABC13 hosted an ABC13 Blood Drive event on March 9, 2018.  Sponsor is Moody Gardens.
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Pick Your Pet Drive
ABC13’s 3rd annual “Pick Your Pet” campaign, in partnership with the City of Houston’s Animal 
Shelter and Adoption Facility, was held on March 23, 2018.  On-air promos directed people to the drive 
to donate or adopt a pet.    Additional coverage included digital inclusion, as well as a social media push 
on ABC13 social media platforms.  Walker Texas Lawyer and Typhoon Texas covered a portion of the 
adoption fees at the ABC13 drive at ABC13 studios from 6am-2pm. A total of 98 pets found their 
“Forever Home” at ABC13’s Pick Your Pet Drive.  Sponsors are Walker Texas Lawyer, Gillman 
Subaru, Typhoon Texas and Sunset Animal Clinic.

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
ABC13 broadcast recaps of the daily activities at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, which is held 
from February 26 – March 17, during daily news reports.  In addition, specials were produced for the 
Rodeo Houston Parade on February 24, as well as digital and social content promoting the HSL&R 
benefiting various educational children’s charities.  Sponsor is AARP Houston.

Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation/ABC-13’s Women of Distinction
ABC13, in partnership with the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America created a multi-platform 
campaign designed to promote awareness and donations for the local CCFA chapter.  The campaign 
from January 1 – 20 consisted of ABC13.com elements and sponsorship of the “ABC13’s Women of 
Distinction” at the 2018 Winter Ball on January 20.  

Tour de Houston
ABC13 is the official television sponsor of the bike race on March 20, 2018 in downtown Houston.  
ABC13 supported the race with on-air spots and digital elements, as well as inclusion in our March 4 
“Check This Out Houston” show.  Sponsor is Apache Corporation.

Chevron Houston Marathon
ABC13 provided live television coverage of the Chevron Houston Marathon from 7-10am on January 
14, 2018.  ABC13 also did a re-cap special on January 14, 2018 from 10:35-11:05pm. Additional 
coverage, including promotional spots and digital presence, was produced for ABC13.com.  Sponsors 
are Chevron, Aramco, and ABB. 
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COMMUNITY FORUMS

ABC-13 periodically holds community forums in various neighborhoods in the Houston area.  The 
forums provide a venue for station representatives to learn about issues of highest concern from 
community leaders for possible coverage on news and public affairs programs.  ABC13 hosted a town 
hall six months after Hurricane Harvey on February 26, 2018, titled “Houston after Harvey.” The town 
hall focused on housing and rebuilding in the aftermath of Harvey and offered help for flood victims 
struggling to rebuild. Panelists included representatives from FEMA, Texas Land Office, City of 
Houston and nonprofit community organizations Baker Ripley and Catholic Charities. Panelists 
answered questions from the audience. FEMA also provided on-site review of denied claims.

WEBSITE RESOURCES

The station’s website abc13.com features information, video streaming and links corresponding to its 
news reports, programs, PSAs and public service campaigns.  These informational resources cover a 
wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and weather topics to health and consumer 
concerns.  The website also features video streaming of ABC 13 & You public affairs programs.  It also 
provides Doppler radar weather updates and traffic information.  In addition, abc13.com provides a 
calendar venue for community event postings.  In the first quarter, the website featured content 
coinciding with ABC-13’s public service campaigns: 2018 Blood Drive and Pick Your Pet Drive.


