
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WHOW, Clinton, IL,
along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of 
October 1 to December 31.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which 
these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of issue Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
Program Segment

Clinton Schools To Offer Free 
Lunches Thanks to USDA Grant

Oct. 19, 2020 8:15 AM 4:00 Education

Clinton Board of Education Discusses
Return of Remote Learners

Oct. 31, 2020 4:15 PM 5:45 Education

Clinton Schools to Go Full Remote 
for Remainder of First Semester

Nov. 20, 2020 7:31 PM 3:00 Education

CCEF Navigating Through COVID 
With No Plans to Scale Back Giving

Dec. 4, 2020 6:31 PM 2:15 Education

Clinton Schools Superintendent 
Discusses COVID Latest, Reviews 
First Semester

Dec. 17, 2020 12:13 PM 3:00 Education



>>Clinton Schools To Offer Free Lunches Thanks to USDA Grant

Clinton School kids can take advantage of free lunches from the school district courtesy 
of a grant from the USDA.

Superintendent of Clinton Schools Curt Nettles says this is the program that allowed 
them to continue to provide lunches to children after schools were shut down in March. 
As the new school year began, the program went away but now it has returned.

Cut: freelunches1 1:17 CUE: the entire school year

For parents that may have been struggling to pay for their children's lunches, this will be
a big bonus and Nettles adds it's also another layer of nutrition for the kids in their lunch
program.

Cut: freelunches2 :39 CUE: to be a part of that

According to Nettles, the al a carte items that are available at the junior high school and 
high school buildings are not eligible for the free lunch programs. 



>>Clinton Board of Education Discusses Return of Remote Learners

Some families of students learning from home want to return to school and Tuesday 
night the Clinton Board of Education discussed how to handle a return to class as the 
end of the semester is on the horizon.

According to Superintendent Curt Nettles, these discussions have been ongoing over the 
last few weeks, and for him and Board President, Dan Matthews, the focus is on the 
younger students, specifically those at Lincoln and Douglas Schools and Clinton 
Elementary School.

Cut: remotelearnersdiscuss1 :52 CUE: we are with that

The district plans to bring remote learners back at the start of the second semester 
because the district is paying for a curriculum for those families to use. According to 
Nettles, after talking with teachers, he believes it would be difficult to go against their 
original plan but believes they could find alternate solutions.

Cut: remotelearningdiscuss2 :33 CUE: at with that

Matthews called the meeting with CES Principal Sacha Young and her teachers were a 
very good meeting. He explains the challenges ahead with COVID, students' activities 
outside of school and any mitigation efforts that could be coming by Gov. JB Pritzker 
makes for a lot of uncertainty.

Cut: remotelearningdiscuss3 1:25 CUE: what can I do

Chris Hammer is also a teacher at Lincoln High School and sympathizes with the 
challenges for teachers. It was brought up assessing students for where they are and the 
challenges that could be brought up by bringing them in mid-semester.

Cut: remotelearningdiscuss4 1:13 CUE: what they say

Matthews indicates kids are falling farther behind in the remote learning setting and 
Matthews believes something needs to be done for them but admits he does not know 
what that looks like.

Cut: remotelearningdiscuss5 1:20 CUE: they need the school

Hammer realizes the challenges parents are facing right now and believes perhaps a lot 
of parents overestimated how effectively they could teach their kids in the home.



Cut: remotelearningdiscuss6 1:43 CUE: no I can do this

At the end of the discussion amongst board members, Matthews stated the decision 
would be to wait until the next semester to bring students back, however, he implored 
teachers to be mindful of what will be necessary to make sure those students get caught 
up and bring those resources to the board's attention. 



>>Clinton Schools to Go Full Remote for Remainder of First Semester

Add Clinton schools to a list of districts utilizing remote learning for the remainder of 
the first semester.

Superintendent Curt Nettles put the call out Thursday evening indicating the escalating 
situation of COVID in the community and its impacts on school is just too 
overwhelming right now.

Cut: clintonfullremote1 :68 CUE: thrown at us

Students will attend class Friday to meet one final time with teachers and get instruction 
on how things will look for the next three weeks following the Thanksgiving holiday. 
Nettles indicates Monday and Tuesday will be preparation days for teachers and then 
after Thanksgiving, remote learning begins until the end of the semester.

Cut: clintonfullremote2 :58 CUE: through the 18th

Nettles is very confident his teachers and school buildings are very ready for full remote 
learning. He indicates while note every building has gone remote to this point, there 
have been practice scenarios done for this. Additionally, with two days next week for 
last-minute preparations, Nettles says they are ready.

Cut: clintonfullremote3 :46 CUE: I just believe that

Many parents might be frustrated by this and he is very sympathetic to that frustration. 
He is thankful for the support from the community that is appreciative of the efforts of 
the district to this point and for the support from the Board of Education of the decisions
so far. 



>>Clinton Community Education Foundation Navigating Through COVID With No 
Plans to Scale Back Giving

An unaffiliated supporting branch of Clinton Schools is navigating the COVID 
pandemic with limited ability to fundraise and even meet, but that isn't slowing down 
their plans for the year ahead.

Russell Long with the Clinton Community Education Foundation indicates they are like 
many other groups in Clinton, DeWitt County, and central Illinois in that their 
fundraising efforts have taken a major hit this year.

Cut: ccefpandemic1 :51 CUE: online purchase

When asked if the CCEF would have to scale back with the losses of revenue-generating
events like their 'Derby Day', Long said, quote - "absolutely not." He says now is the 
time when the schools, the teachers, and the kids need them and they have no plans to 
cut their giving.

Cut: ccefpandemic2 :32 CUE: help everybody

Heading into December, Clinton teachers should be on the lookout for information 
coming their way regarding the CCEF's annual teacher grants and seniors should be on 
the lookout for information about their annual scholarships. 

Long points anyone with questions about the CCEF, their teacher grants, and their 
scholarship opportunities to their website, ccef15.org. The CCEF is also on Facebook 
and Twitter. 



>>Clinton Schools Superintendent Discusses COVID Latest, Reviews First Semester

As Clinton Schools wind down their first semester this week, Superintendent Curt 
Nettles says it was a tough decision to keep kids out of school for the remainder of the 
semester but does not regret the decision.

On the WHOW Morning Show Wednesday, Nettles told Regional Radio News prior to 
the Thanksgiving holiday, there would be nearly 200 students out, cases were increasing 
and the administrative team felt it would be best to go full remote for three weeks. He 
adds they felt their remote plan was very strong and ready to go.

Cut: nettlesdefendsremote1 1:31 CUE: have thanksgiving

Putting a threshold on cases or students in quarantine would limit the district's flexibility
in making a decision about remote learning. Nettles says doing something like that 
would box them into decisions they perhaps would not need to make.

Cut: nettledefendsremote2 :67 CUE: to be painted into that corner

As the first semester winds down and the second semester is on the horizon at the turn of
the calendar year, Nettles does not claim to have been perfect during this school year 
unlike any other but says he will work to do better.

Cut: nettlesdefendsremote3 :62 CUE: to do the metrics thing

Even with students home for remote learning the next two days and winter break the two
weeks following, Nettles hopes families will keep the school district informed as to the 
COVID activity happening in their homes, which will help them come out of winter 
break. He indicated Tuesday night at the December Board of Education meeting, he has 
every intention of bringing kids back on Monday, January 4 for in-person learning.



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WHOW, Clinton, IL,
along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of 
October 1 to December 31.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which 
these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of issue Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
Program Segment

City Administrator Discusses What No 
Apple n' Pork Could Mean for City

Oct.20, 2020 9:31 am 3:00 City Government

Final Week of Brush Pickup This Week Nov. 17, 2020 6:31 pm 3:00 City Government

Clinton City Treasurer Breaks Down 
Annual Levy

Nov. 23, 2020 12:15 pm 4:15 City Government

Clinton City Treasurer Says City 
Bouncing Back Nicely From COVID

Nov. 27,  2020 4:15 pm 3:30 City Government

Clinton City Council Approves Annual
Levy

Dec. 8, 2020 12:10 pm 4:40 City Government



>>Clinton City Administrator Discusses What No Apple n' Pork Could Mean for City

It was an unusually quiet final weekend of September in Clinton as the annual Apple n' 
Pork Festival joined the running list of events canceled due to the COVID pandemic.

Clinton City Administrator Tim Followell says it is hard to quantify what the annual 
festival means to the City as upwards of 80,000 people come to town. He points out 
most of the money raised by these groups that weekend then ends up right back in the 
community in some way, shape, or form.

Cut: apclintonimpact1 :61 CUE: so its huge

According to Followell, to try to do an economic impact study of the Apple n' Pork 
weekend would likely cost the City as much as they bring in but he speculates there is a 
good amount of money flowing through the town those weekends. He also commends 
local groups for the things they were doing this past weekend.

Cut: apclintonimpact2 :45 CUE: in that direction

From all indications by the various groups that took on fundraising efforts during the 
weekend, most groups made-out very well. Including the DeWitt County Museum, who 
sold out of their ham n' beans and ham sandwiches within hours of opening up sales late 
on Saturday afternoon.



>>Clinton City Council Puts Levy on File; Final Week of Brush Pickup This Week

Monday was the final day of brush pick up until next year.

Monday night at the Clinton City Council meeting, Commissioner Ken Buchanan noted 
the leaf vacs are out as the final leaves hit the ground and remind residents brush pickup 
will be suspended until next year, part of a change to the City code just a few years ago.

Cut: kenonbrush :45 CUE: that's all I have

Commissioner Tom Edmunds, at the meeting virtually, pointed out the levy that will be 
voted on at the next meeting in December, will include fire and police pensions that are 
funded well above state averages, and are in excellent shape.

Cut: tomonpensions :36 CUE: that's all I have

Also at the upcoming first December council meeting, the council will take up a  petition
for the disconnection of parcels as well as an ordinance of Chapter 1 of Title 13 building
codes. Additionally, brush grinding and leaf disposal will be taken up for the yard waste 
facility for a combined $29,600. 



>>Clinton City Treasurer Breaks Down Annual Levy

The Clinton City Council is expected to approve the annual levy at their first meeting in 
December.

City Treasurer Clint Lichtenwalter explains an expiring TIF district on the west side of 
the community provided an infusion of cash available to taxing bodies. 

Cut: clinteav1 :49 CUE: rate goes down

An annual positive report out of the levy is the well-funded police and fire pensions. 
Lichtenwalter indicates in recent years, they have made a focused effort to get those 
stabilized and they are currently the better-funded pensions in the State of Illinois. 

Cut: clinteav2 :54 CUE: amitorization schedule

City Administrator Tim Followell calls this an a-typical levy and Lichtenwalter also 
points out this will be the fourth straight year the rate is down.

Cut: clinteav4 1:17 CUE: life expectency

Lichtenwalter reminds residents of the decision last year to shift funds from the hospital 
to the pension funds which will help them in their goal to achieve 100-percent funded 
pensions. He notes that was possible thanks to the financial success of the hospital in the
last five years.

Cut: clinteav3 :43 CUE: interest on that

For residents wondering, COVID does not impact EAV nor the levy. 



>>Clinton City Treasurer Says City Bouncing Back Nicely From COVID

COVID is hitting rural America hard in light of the shutdowns from the spring and now 
further shutdowns in other parts of the country. 

Clinton City Treasurer Clint Lichtenwalter indicates the city has, quote - "recovered 
quite well from [COVID]". Sales taxes, gambling taxes, and other revenues were down 
but he notes things are bouncing back higher than they were before.

Cut: covidrecovery1 :43 CUE: internet sales

The 'use tax', or taxes on online sales, has been a huge boost to local governments. 
According to Lichtenwalter, it wasn't until recently the federal government was forced to
taxes to go back to local communities where the purchases originated from.

Cut: covidrecovery2 :34 CUE: where they're supposed to be

Early on in the pandemic, it was feared the City might have to dip into reserves to 
recover from the pandemic but Lichtenwalter indicates if we can avoid another 
lockdown to the degree of the first one, the City should end up in a good enough 
position to not have to do that.

Cut: covidrecovery3 :24 CUE: see how things go

The City is just over halfway through the fiscal year with more possible mitigations for 
COVID ahead in Illinois as we hit the cold and flu season when many experts predict 
another spike in COVID is coming. 



>>Clinton City Council Approves Annual Levy

The Clinton City Council approved the annual levy Monday night at their regular 
meeting.

Last month on the WHOW Morning Show, City Treasurer Clint Lichtenwalter indicated 
an expiring TIF district on the west side of the community provided an infusion of cash 
available to taxing bodies. 

Cut: clinteav1 :49 CUE: rate goes down

An annual positive report out of the levy is the well-funded police and fire pensions. 
Lichtenwalter indicates in recent years, they have made a focused effort to get those 
stabilized and they are currently the better-funded pensions in the State of Illinois. 

Cut: clinteav2 :54 CUE: amitorization schedule

Lichtenwalter reminds residents of the decision last year to shift funds from the hospital 
to the pension funds which will help them in their goal to achieve 100-percent funded 
pensions. He notes that was possible thanks to the financial success of the hospital in the
last five years.

Cut: clinteav3 :43 CUE: interest on that

Clinton Commissioner of Finance Tom Edmunds says the fact Clinton is doing better 
than almost every community in the State of Illinois is something to be proud of.



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WHOW, Clinton, IL,
along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of 
October 1 to December 31.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which 
these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of issue Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
Program Segment

DeWitt County Board Chair, 
Administrator Discuss FY 21 Budget

Oct. 29, 2020 7:31 pm 3:00 County Government

DeWitt County Board Rejects Sound 
Study Agreement

Nov. 20, 2020 8:10 am 5:45 County Government

DeWitt County Board Chair 
Discusses Next Board, Likely End as
Chairperson

Nov. 25, 2020 4:13 pm 2:30 County Government

DeWitt County Board Chair 
Discusses New Board

Dec. 9, 2020 8:10 am 5:45 County Government

Land Use Committee Hears From 
Animal Shelter, Second Chance for 
Pets Representatives

Dec. 18, 2020  4:10 pm 3:00 County Government



>>DeWitt County Board Chair, Administrator Discuss FY 21 Budget

Last Thursday night, the DeWitt County Board put on file its Fiscal Year 2021 budget. 

Friday on the WHOW Morning Show, DeWitt County Board Chair David Newberg and 
DeWitt County Administrator DeeDee Rentmeister discussed the budget and the many 
challenges. Rentmeister says the big win though is the fact the budget is balanced.

Cut: dewittbalancedbudget1 :49 CUE: of the taxpayers

Rentmeister credits the County department-leads for their diligence in operating on 
razor-thin margins while Newberg says the previous year's budget was put together with 
a very conservative estimate of revenues, which put them in a good position coming into
this year.

Cut: dewittbalancedbudget2 :55 CUE: a little relief

The minimum wage mandate to $15 an hour by 2025 has been something officials 
working on the budget have been committed to getting ahead on. According to 
Rentmeister, they considered putting off those plans due to the impacts of COVID on the
budget to the point she had two budgets ready for the Board.

Cut: dewittbalancedbudget3 :30 CUE: adopted last year

Another challenged face by budget officers was the changes in the court system fines 
and fees. Rentmeister points out while they anticipated a loss of revenue from those 
sources, they found other revenues to be up, specifically the landfill third-quarter 
payment from their host agreement.

Cut: dewittbalancedbudget4 :31 CUE: we anticipated

Rentmeister credits the Sheriff's office for their very conservative budgeting, leaving 
two positions vacant as the County faces uncertain times but she also credits the other 
elected officials for understanding the situation facing the County during this time and 
for adjusting their requests for funding accordingly. 

This year's budget is roughly $24.7-million. 

Newberg says some of the highlights of the budget include a two-year agreement with 
all the unions and an eight-year agreement with the ambulance service. 



>>DeWitt County Board Rejects Sound Study Agreement

Last month, the DeWitt County Board moved to send a sound study agreement back to 
the County's Land Use Committee. At the Thursday night regular board meeting, the 
agreement was back on the table after the Committee came back with no 
recommendation and a 2-2-1 vote.

Again Thursday night, the motion was asked to be tabled. Melonie Tilley asked the 
motion be sent back to the Land Use Committee again but Lance Reece pushed back 
against the idea of the motion again going back to the land use committee. Tilley 
believes there should be no hurry in passing this.

Cut: soundstudy1 1:15 CUE: doing anything now

According to Land Use Committee Chair, Terry Ferguson, a consulting engineering firm
is helping with the permitting process and feels as well, it is being rushed.

Cut: soundstudy2 :22 CUE: to do it now

Kyle Lockhause with Tradewind Energy indicates an updated sound study updated, 
similar to what was in the special use permit. He explains a sound study takes quite a 
while to get ready for and he had hoped the board would take up the motion Thursday.

Cut: soundstudy3 1:18 CUE: be approved tonight

Sending the agreement back to the Land Use Committee failed. An amendment to the 
motion was approved that any work during the winter months would be done while the 
ground is frozen. Tilley brought up concerns the firm is overseeing several other aspects 
of the study and felt a third-party consultant would be best.

Cut: soundstudy4 :35 CUE: if that makes sense

The sound study agreement was voted down. 

The Board Thursday night also approved the re-hiring of Zoning Administrator Aaron 
Paque as well as an agreement with the University of Illinois Shelter Medicine, an 
extension of the U of I's low-income spay and neuter agreement. 



>>DeWitt County Board Chair Discusses Next Board, Likely End as Chairperson

Recognizing his time as Chairman of the DeWitt County Board is likely up, David 
Newberg says he looks forward to working with four new board members coming on in 
December and supporting the next person that has the support to serve in that post.

Friday on the WHOW Morning Show following up the Thursday night meeting, 
Newberg recognized it was likely the final time to represent the County on the show. He 
says it was a pleasure to work with some 'unbelievable people" the last six years.

Cut: newbergoutaschair1 :40 CUE: for this county

While recognizing he likely won't be the next Board's Chairperson, he says he would 
support Terry Ferguson for that post. He points to Ferguson's work ethic and dedication 
to DeWitt County as reasons he would be a terrific board chair.

Cut: newbergoutaschair2 :48 CUE: about every board member

The reorganization of the DeWitt County Board will take place Monday, December 7 at 
6 pm. The Board will also have a new vice-chair as Camill Redman exits the Board after
the election. 



>>DeWitt County Board Chair Discusses New Board

Monday evening, the newest edition of the DeWitt County Board was sworn in and a 
new board chair was selected.

Terry Ferguson has many years of experience on the DeWitt County Board and was 
selected by his peers as the newest leader of this board which features four new 
members. Ferguson says the new board is going to be very diverse.

Cut: fergienewboard1 :63 CUE: working with em

Many in the community see a lot of change on the board in a short period of time as a 
similar situation in 2012 when much of the local government structure was dismantled. 
Ferguson doesn't see the desire to undo what is in place with committees. 

Cut: fergienewboard2 :66 CUE: with what's going on

'One issue candidates' are how many view the new board members seeking to undo 
decisions of the past board. According to Ferguson, he does not know how that will play 
out.

Cut: fergienewboard3 1:26 CUE: when we come to it

As far as what is ahead non-wind related, Ferguson is focused on maintaining the 
financial stability of the County. Even though COVID, he points out they have been able
to retain all their services and staff.

Cut: fergienewboard4 :48 CUE: want to continue that

Ferguson also points to the marina as an area that has some big decisions that need to be 
made in the future. He says there are a lot of issues out there that need to be addressed. 

Cut: fergienewboard5 :68 CUE: in detail

Monday night, Ferguson was appointed as the new Board Chair. Melonie Tilley was 
appointed vice-chair and also named Chair of the Finance Committee.

Ferguson will serve as the Land Use committee chairperson. Travis Houser is the new 
Road and Bridge committee chairperson, Dan Matthews will be the Marina committee 
chairperson, Nate Ennis will serve as the Public Safety Committee chair and David 
Newberg will chair the Property committee. 



>>Land Use Committee Hears From Animal Shelter, Second Chance for Pets 
Representatives

Turnover and new leadership on the DeWitt County Board means new leadership within 
the committee structure.

In his first meeting as chairperson of the Public Safety Committee, Nate Ennis called in 
representatives from Second Chance for Pets of DeWitt County and the DeWitt County 
Animal Shelter. Kristina Deerwester, representing Second Chance says it is nice to be 
back in dialogue with the County Board.

Cut: publicsafetyshelter1 :68 CUE: you guys coming

Ennis indicates the Public Safety Committee is not the only group changing. The shelter 
has not had an administrator in place the last few months but is hopeful the DeWitt 
County Board will approve Donnie Benson as the new administrator at their meeting 
next week.

Cut: publicsafetyshelter2 1:10 CUE: staying on

The Public Safety Committee includes Buck Carter, Megan Myers, Dave Newberg,
Christy Pruser, and Ennis. 



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WHOW, Clinton, IL,
along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of 
October 1 to December 31.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which 
these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of issue Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
Program Segment

County Board Discusses Future of 
Clinton Lake Acreage at Marina

Oct. 26, 2020 7:15 am 4:45 Development

Clinton Business Owner Organizing 
Christmas Parade; Hopes to Be An 
Example

Nov. 11, 2020 4:15 pm 3:30 Development

DeWitt County Business Owner 
Celebrates 40 Years in Business

Nov. 11, 2020 8:10 am 5:00 Development

Clinton Business Owner Contributes to 
Kiwanis Park Ultimate Playspace

Nov. 20, 2020 4:17 pm 2:40 Development

Clinton Chamber of Commerce 
Preparing for an Uncertain 2021

Dec. 12, 2020 7:31 pm 1:50 Development



>>DeWitt County Board Discusses Future of Clinton Lake Acreage at Marina

Around four parcels of land totaling 150 acres at Clinton Lake has long been targeted for
development and when the economy hit a snag in 2008, the possibility of development 
fell with it.

Thursday night at the DeWitt County Board meeting, Chairperson of the Marina 
Committee, Jay Wickenhauser approached the board about approving an appraisal of 
around 75 acres for $1,000.

Cut: 75acres1 :27 CUE: 75 acres

Lance Reece wondered if getting an appraisal would be worth the money because in a 
few years it would be outdated. State's Attorney Dan Markwell pointed out marina 
operator Joe Caldwell would be the first to have the right of refusal when the property 
could be sold next in two years.

Cut: 75acres2 :48 CUE: 

According to Wickenhauser, there has been an offer made to purchase the marina. Reece
questioned selling the marina and Wickenhauser noted that was why they were looking 
at selling they were want to get an appraisal of the acreage adjacent to the marina and 
perhaps selling that.

Cut: 75acres3 :

Dan Matthews wants to put a plan in place before anything goes up for sale or any 
appraisals are done. He believes the property is valuable to the marina.

Cut: 75acres4 :42 CUE: vital to the marina

Melonie Tilley points out it was the mid-2000s when the County explored selling the 
property and spent a considerable amount of money to do so. Matthews believes the 
County should come up with a long-term plan for the property.

Cut: 75acres5 1:24 CUE: should just hold off

The Board decided to not move forward with the appraisal of the 75 acres. 



>>Clinton Business Owner Organizing Christmas Parade; Hopes to Be An Example

In late-October, the Clinton Chamber of Commerce announced the cancellation of their 
annual Christmas parade.

Knowing how much a lot of people look forward to that event, Clinton business owner 
Lance Schmid decided he would organize an event for the community. He indicates the 
event is taking somewhat becoming a grassroots effort on Facebook.

Cut: schmidchristmas1 1:22 CUE: end 2020 with

Sunday, December 6 at 3:30 pm is the date and time for the parade. Schmid says Dave 
Jackson is allowing the event to use his store's parking lot on Center Street.

Cut: schmidchristmas2 :39 CUE: grand assembly person in

Schmid hopes his organization of this event will be an example for anyone in the 
community that sees something they don't like to quote - "be the change you want to 
see".

Cut: schmidchristmas3 :56 CUE: a little happier

Anyone interested in being a part of the parade can find the event's Facebook page by 
searching 'Christmas 2020'. Schmid says this is a free parade with no entry fees for any 
floats or displays. 



>>DeWitt County Business Owner Celebrates 40 Years in Business

Richard Randall and his wife Marlene are celebrating 40 years in business in DeWitt 
County.

Richard tells Regional Radio News his roots in Clinton began when he was a college 
student at Illinois State University hoping to become a wood teacher but ended up 
starting his own business and things only grew from there.

Cut: randallcabinets1 1:17 CUE: nice quality stuff

Randall's business growth is due to almost entirely word of mouth recommendations. He
explains a job for one individual would translate to two or three others and it snowballed
from there.

Cut: randallcabinets2 :43 CUE: in Chicago

According to Randall, as they grew they then started selling Sub-Zero and Wolf kitchen 
appliances as well as countertops of all types. You've likely seen the small storage sheds 
outside their facility in Wapella, Randall notes they recently started selling those to 
better utilize the prime location they have off the highway. 

Cut: randallcabinets3 :52 CUE: just getting mowed

One of Randall's most notable clients was a former Cy Young award candidate and a 
member of the Chicago Cubs. He also points out the variety of jobs he's done has 
required a lot of creativity.

Cut: randallcabinets4 1:19 CUE: bit of vacation

Randall has since retired but remains a part of the business on the design side - his son 
Joe has taken over the business and Richard congratulates him on the recent birth of 
their new baby. He thanks his wife Marlene for her support of him over the 40 years of 
their operation and is thankful for the gift God gave him to be successful in his industry. 

Randall Cabinets is located at 703 Walnut Circle in Wapella to the north of Circle H 
Western Store. 



>>Clinton Business Owner Contributes to Kiwanis Park Ultimate Playspace

A Clinton business owner Thursday contributed to the ongoing improvements to the 
Kiwanis Park Ultimate Playspace.

Claudine Wargel, owner of Anthro Insights, indicates she wanted to be a part of the 
efforts to improve the playspace. She indicates she was very encouraged by the way the 
community has come together to help restore the park.

Cut: playspacedonation1 :45 CUE: 

Wargel was a part of the original effort to fundraise to build the playspace, an effort that 
was almost entirely volunteer based.

Cut: playspacedonation2 : CUE:

Marian Brisard is the Executive Director of the Clinton Chamber of Commerce. Brisard 
reminds the community the Chamber has been holding funds for the park since its 
inception in the early 2000s and provided an updated on the progress of the park.

Cut: playspacedonation3 :46 CUE:

Wargel encourages anyone who is in a position to do any financial giving this holiday 
season to consider contributing to the Ultimate Playspace or any community non-profit.

Brisard notes anyone wanting to contribute to the Ultimate Playspace can take those to 
the Chamber of Commerce office on the square. 



>>Clinton Chamber of Commerce Preparing for an Uncertain 2021

As we get ready to turn the calendar to 2021, non-profits across central Illinois will be 
preparing for uncertainty into the new year as so many lost yearly fundraisers that they 
rely on so heavily.

Among them is the Clinton Area Chamber of Commerce and Executive Director Marian 
Brisard indicates they have been fortunate to receive a great deal of support from area 
businesses but they will also be faced with a lot of uncertainty in the year ahead.

Cut: chamber21 :55 CUE: large groups of people

Brisard indicates their board recently has experienced some turnover as this is the time 
of the year for board members that have served their terms to step down and new 
members to step in. She says this new board will have some challenges to work through 
in the year ahead. 



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WHOW, Clinton, IL,
along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of 
October 1 to December 31.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which 
these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of issue Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
Program Segment

Health Department: Situation at 
Liberty Village Not Our Story to 
Tell

Oct. 15, 2020 12:10 pm 2:15 Healthcare

Health Department Director 
Discusses COVID Latest

Oct. 27, 2020 7:31 pm 4:30 Healthcare

Health Department To Hold Free 
COVID Testing Site on Dec. 5

Nov. 25, 2020 12:15 PM 2:15 Healthcare

November Busy Month for Clinton 
Fire Crews

Dec. 12, 2020 8:15 am 1:45 Healthcare

Local Healthcare Officials Discuss 
What's Next for COVID Vaccines

Dec. 21, 2020 8:15 am 3:30 Healthcare



>>DeWitt/Piatt Bi-County Health Department: Situation at Liberty Village Not Our 
Story to Tell

Regional Radio News has learned upwards of 30 cases of COVID are in Liberty Village 
between staff and residents.

The community has pressed both Liberty Village and the health department for answers 
and health department executive director Dave Remmert says he can confirm there is an 
outbreak at the facility but indicates the situation there is not the health department's 
story to tell.

Cut: libertyvillagesituation1 :62 CUE: other environments as well

Multiple attempts to reach Liberty Village officials in Clinton have been unsuccessful. 
The only correspondence with them has been through a written statement by their 
Regional Director of Marketing for Liberty Village, Ken Miars (myers), who said quote 
- "Currently all symptomatic and or positive residents have been moved to our secured 
COVID-19 unit with strict isolation protocols. We continue to monitor all resident vital 
signs every four hours as well as exhibiting any symptoms. Our staff continues to be 
screened and monitored twice per shift for any new symptoms. We are appropriately 
staffed with adequate PPE. Testing will continue to be performed weekly for all 
residents and staff. We truly appreciate the support of the community of Clinton and 
surrounding communities have shown us through many acts of kindness since the very 
beginning of this pandemic. We ask that you continue to keep us in your thoughts and 
prayers."

DeWitt County was attributed a third COVID fatality earlier in the week by the Illinois 
Department of Public Health. It is unknown if it is a fatality related to the COVID 
outbreak at Liberty Village. 



>>DeWitt/Piatt Bi-County Health Department Director Discusses COVID Latest

Cases continue to spike locally however, local metrics are very strong compared to other
parts of the area.

DeWitt/Piatt Bi-County Health Department Director Dave Remmert indicates cases are 
continuing to rise locally but he continues to monitor fatalities and hospitalizations. He 
also believes it is good to compare how DeWitt and Piatt Counties are doing compared 
to other parts of the state. 

Cut: localcovidlatest1 :50 CUE: in relation to the state

According to Remmert, DeWitt and Piatt County have much lower incidence rates, 
hospitalization rates, and fatality rates than surrounding counties. And that is 
encouraging to him.

Cut: localcovidlatest2 :69 CUE: nursing home residents

Monticello High School and Clinton High School went remote last week and will 
remain in remote learning this week. Remmert believes shutting down a building for a 
couple of weeks is a good thing to get the situation under control but stands with 
superintendents that do not want to go back to remote learning full-time.

Cut: localcovidlatest3 :57 CUE: forced on them

According to Health Department data, Piatt County has the area's lowest incidence rate 
while DeWitt County is third. Piatt County's zero fatalities mark the area's lowest death 
rate while DeWitt County comes in fifth behind Champaign County, Logan County, and 
McLean County. 

Remmert says he will try to provide this data about once a week on top of the several-
times-a-week frequency with which they publish their other data. 



>>DeWitt/Piatt Bi-County Health Department To Hold Free COVID Testing Site on 
Dec. 5

Free COVID testing is coming to Monticello on Saturday, December 5.

The DeWitt/Piatt Bi-County Health Department will host free testing at their Piatt 
County location. Director Dave Remmert hopes they can get as many people tested as 
possible.

Cut: freetesting1 :47 CUE: pretty quick basis

According to Remmert, Piatt County is beginning to see quite a spike in their COVID 
numbers in the last few weeks. 

Cut: freestesting2 :31 CUE: the last few weeks

Remmert indicates because of a lag in reporting and the delays they are experiencing in 
contact tracing, they are most of the time unable to provide their communities with up-
to-date active COVID cases. 



>>November Busy Month for Clinton Fire Crews

Over 90 fire calls came in during the month of November to the Clinton Fire 
Department.

Commissioner of Public Safety Dan Ballenger indicates that is a very high number. 
Additionally, his department has been successfully avoiding COVID and feels the things
they are doing are working.

Cut: ballengerhighcalls :26 CUE: 



>>DeWitt County Healthcare Officials Discuss What's Next for COVID Vaccines

Last week DeWitt County received its first shipment of COVID vaccines, being 
designated by the State of Illinois as a top-50 county in death rate in Illinois, qualifying 
it to receive the first round of inoculations.

Local health officials say another round of vaccines should not be far off. DeWitt/Piatt 
Bi-County Health Department Director Dave Remmert anticipates this week, another 
company receiving emergency-use designation and to begin shipping out its vaccine to 
the public.

Cut: nextvaccines1 :67 CUE: these early rounds

Warner Hospital CEO Paul Skowron echoes Remmert's facts on the latest with what 
happens next for vaccines and points out, by February 1, there could be up to five 
companies with vaccines readily available.

Cut: nextvaccines2 :51 CUE: for everyone that wants it

Last week on Regional Radio News, listeners and readers heard Remmert provide a vote
of support for the vaccines and indicates he will be getting inoculated when it is his turn.

Cut: nextvaccines3 :40 CUE: people not  fear that

Last week, DeWitt County joined Piatt County in coming off the Governor's COVID 
warning list, something Remmert says is a sign of cases locally starting to drop. He 
continues to implore the public to be diligent in the things they're doing. 


