
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WHOW, Clinton, IL,
along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of 
July 1 to Septmeber 30.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which 
these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
program segment

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of issue

Healthcare July 11, 2020 2:30 pm 3:00 Health Department Director Says 
Contact Tracing Compliance Vital

Healthcare July 31, 2020 4:23 pm 3:00 Warner Hospital at 90-Percent 
Operating Capacity in Post-Shelter 
From Home

Healthcare Aug. 1, 2020 12:10 pm 3:15 Warner Hospital CEO Predicts 
Masking Ending March 1

Healthcare Aug. 14, 2020 12:13 pm 3:45 Warner Hospital Sets Up Special 
COVID Testing Tent in Parking Lot

Healthcare Sept. 1, 2020 7:15 am 2:15 DeWitt/Piatt Health Department 
Director Asks Public To Stop 
Calling in Masking Violations



>>DeWitt/Piatt Bi-County Health Department Director Says Contact Tracing 
Compliance Vital, Non-Cooperation Not Uncommon

Earlier this week the DeWitt/Piatt Bi-County Health Department reported difficulty in 
compliance in contact tracing with a Farmer City family that had contracted the 
coronavirus. 

Director of the Health Department Dave Remmert says contact tracing is a vital step in 
slowing the spread of the coronavirus, especially as there has been a small uptick in 
cases in DeWitt County in the last week. He indicates most of the time there is good 
compliance in contact tracing but they do encounter individuals that do not participate in
the vital step from a public health perspective.

Cut: remmertcontacttracing1 1:10 CUE: population health perspective

According to Remmert, contact tracing is highly recommended for those that contract 
the coronavirus, and not cooperating is very risky. While it is strongly encouraged if 
individuals refuse to take or return phone calls from health department officials, there is 
very little they can do.

Cut: remmertcontacttracing2 :55 CUE: hard for us for sure

When the Health Department is informed of a positive test, they receive information 
about the individuals to contact them, attempt to contact them, and work through a 
lengthy questionnaire to determine close contacts and those that live within their 
household. Prolonged exposure is determined as someone they were in an enclosed area 
for more than 15 minutes. The process continues with the individuals identified by the 
infected person. He points out it can become a lengthy process. 

Remmert also continues to promote mask-wearing. He says studies are showing it is a 
good measure to slow the spread of this virus. 



>>Warner Hospital at 90-Percent Operating Capacity in Post-Shelter From Home

As area residents begin to return to their healthcare providers for examines and surgeries
that may have been put off due to the shelter from home order, Clinton's Warner 
Hospital reports they are back to 90-percent operating capacity.

On the WHOW Morning Show Thursday, CEO Paul Skowron told Regional Radio 
News they continue to promote the safe environment they have created and are not 
letting their guard down despite easing restrictions in other sectors.

Cut: hospitalprecautions1 1:19 CUE: any surge

Testing for the coronavirus is being done at Warner Hospital however, Skowron 
indicates they are not a public testing site. They are doing tests at the recommendations 
of doctors or for those that will have elective surgery done.

Cut: hospitalprecautions2 :51 CUE: 24 hours

Temperatures continue to be taken when patients enter the facility. Emergency room 
chairs are spaced six feet apart. Skowron indicates the size of their waiting area is 
challenging but they are making it work.



>>Warner Hospital CEO Predicts Masking Ending March 1; Visits from School Kids 
Increasing

Six more months of masking is the prediction of a DeWitt County healthcare 
professional.

CEO of Warner Hospital Paul Skowron on the WHOW Morning Show Monday 
predicted March 1 would be the end of mandatory masking. He believes trends are 
positive for the coronavirus with multiple vaccines being developed at warp speed.

Cut: paulonpandemic1 1:30 CUE: a covid 19 shot

In the meantime, schools will remain in session and students are monitored daily by 
teachers and staff. Those that are showing COVID symptoms, and the list is long, are 
asked to either consult with a doctor or isolate. Skowron says that mandate has left the 
City-owned facility seeing an uptick in youth coming in. He adds their staff have been 
ready for this and are prepared to see anyone that is asked to seek medical attention. 

Cut: paulonpandemic2 :49 CUE: back into the routine

As the cold and flu season approaches, Skowron hopes the COVID awareness will lead 
to more people getting the flu vaccine this year, although he anticipates another high 
volume flu season with the predicted cold winter. 



>>Warner Hospital Sets Up Special COVID Testing Tent in Parking Lot, Will Not Be 
Public Testing Site

If you've been by Warner Hospital on Monday, you've likely noticed a climate-controlled
tent outside their main building at White and Van Buren.

CEO Paul Skowron tells Regional Radio News this is a similar setup to the MABAS tent
that was set up in March and April. Because of an increased volume of people getting 
tested due to schools being back in session, the tent will be the exclusive location for 
testing now through the City of Clinton owned entity.

Cut: newhospitaltent1 :65 CUE: just off to the side

According to Skowron, starting next Monday, the tent will go live. He emphasizes this 
will not be a public testing site and patients will still have to have a doctor's referral.

Cut: newhosptialtent2 :60 CUE: going forward

Social media chatter has for many months now suggested hospitals are paid for each 
positive case discovered in their facility but Skowron notes, while that may be 
something that happens at bigger healthcare systems, that is not something that is 
happening in many central Illinois facilities, including Warner Hospital.

Cut: newhospitaltent3 :43 CUE: a flu test

Skowron indicates because Warner Hospital offers a rapid test to their patients, they are 
getting a lot of people from outside DeWitt County coming to the Clinton facility for 
testing now as well. 



>>Warner Hospital CEO Predicts Masking Ending March 1; Visits from School Kids 
Increasing

Six more months of masking is the prediction of a DeWitt County healthcare 
professional.

CEO of Warner Hospital Paul Skowron on the WHOW Morning Show Monday 
predicted March 1 would be the end of mandatory masking. He believes trends are 
positive for the coronavirus with multiple vaccines being developed at warp speed.

Cut: paulonpandemic1 1:30 CUE: a covid 19 shot

In the meantime, schools will remain in session and students are monitored daily by 
teachers and staff. Those that are showing COVID symptoms, and the list is long, are 
asked to either consult with a doctor or isolate. Skowron says that mandate has left the 
City-owned facility seeing an uptick in youth coming in. He adds their staff have been 
ready for this and are prepared to see anyone that is asked to seek medical attention. 

Cut: paulonpandemic2 :49 CUE: back into the routine

As the cold and flu season approaches, Skowron hopes the COVID awareness will lead 
to more people getting the flu vaccine this year, although he anticipates another high 
volume flu season with the predicted cold winter. 



>>DeWitt/Piatt Health Department Director Asks Public To Stop Calling in Masking 
Violations

If you have a complaint regarding masking violations you witness, the DeWitt/Piatt Bi-
County Health Department is asking the public to contact authorities.

Executive Director Dave Remmert says the issue of mask enforcement does not fall on 
the health department, but rather local authorities. He indicates they receive multiple 
calls a week of the public reporting masking violations.

Cut: remmertstopcalling1 :48 CUE: what we are trying to do

As the public begins to return to normal routines, Remmert encourages individuals who 
do not feel it is safe to go out, to stay in. He points out both DeWitt and Piatt Counties 
are doing quite well with the disease. 

Cut: remmertstopcalling2 :44 CUE: gonna be pretty small

While Piatt County is outpacing DeWitt County in the number of cases, he points out it 
is interesting to him that Piatt County is almost double in the number of tests compared 
to DeWitt County. 



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WHOW, Clinton, IL,
along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of 
July 1 to September 30.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which 
these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
program segment

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of issue

Education July 23, 2020 8:15 am 7:00 Clinton Schools Announce Return to
School Plans

Education Aug. 20, 2020 4:13 pm 4:00 As Students Return to School, 
Clinton Schools Leader Ready to 
See Kids Again

Education Sept. 7, 2020 1:03 am 3:300 Clinton Schools Refinancing Bonds,
Saving Taxpayers Over $500,000

Education Sept 9, 2020 8:30 pm 5:15 Clinton Schools Balancing 
Confidentiality, Keeping 
Community Informed with COVID 
Information

Education Sept. 17,  2020 12:13 pm 5:45 One New Student, Teacher COVID 
Case in Clinton Schools This Week



>>Clinton Schools Announce Return to School Plans: Students in Classroom Five-Days 
A Week With Daily Early Dismissal

Youth in Clinton will be in the classroom five days a week with a daily early dismissal 
time in a plan approved by the Board of Education Tuesday night.

There will of course be mandatory masking and social distancing by the kids but 
Superintendent Curt Nettles told Regional Radio News Wednesday morning on the 
WHOW they want their kids back in the building following recommendations from the 
Illinois Department of Public Health and the Illinois School Board Association.

Cut: clintonplan1 :49 CUE: 3:45 pm

According to Nettles, after guidance from the Board of Education and community 
feedback, the district reversed course on taking temperatures before students enter the 
building and having staff self-certify they are symptom-free.

Cut: clintonplan2 :37 CUE: on all students

Survey results of district teachers and staff indicated 92-percent wanting to return to 
school and be back with kids, provided all the protocols were implemented and being 
strictly followed. Nettles indicates he intends to strictly adhere to the guidelines laid out 
by IDPH and ISBE.

Cut: clintonplan3 1:11 CUE: come back to work

An alarming number from the community came back to the Board of Education and 
prompted them to make a change. Nettles explains initially the district did not intend on 
offering a remote-learning plan because he did not believe there would be enough 
community support for one, however, that changed upon survey results from community
members.

Cut: clintonplan4 1:27 CUE: as we've already discussed

If a student or teacher tests positive for COVID-19, the State of Illinois has protocols 
that will be handed down to districts. Nettles explains that will be a procedure out of 
their control.

Cut: clintonplan5 :62 CUE: does not have to happen

Many are concerned about students being able to handle wearing a mask all day and 
students being able to social distance. Nettles encourages parents to work with their kids



on why mask-wearing has to be done and its importance in their return to school and he 
is confident teachers will be able to keep kids 6-feet apart.

Cut: clintonplan6 :42 CUE: all stay in school

The district released its plans in their entirety at the district website, cusd15.org. Nettles 
is confident teachers will have excellent procedures in place to make sure kids follow 
the guidelines and is confident this will work. 



>>As Students Return to School, Clinton Schools Leader Ready to See Kids Again

School leaders and teachers in Clinton are excited to have kids back in the buildings as 
Wednesday marks the first day of school.

Most students are back today while everyone will return Thursday. Wednesday morning 
on the WHOW Morning Show, Superintendent Curt Nettles told Regional Radio News 
they have been preparing for the several months for the return of students to class.

Cut: nettlesonbacktoschool1 :47 CUE: its just exciting

According to Nettles, the shutdown was dramatic and to a degree traumatic. He is very 
pleased with the work his administration and staff have put in and the optimistic way 
they are approaching having kids back.

Cut: nettlesonbacktoschool2 :48 CUE: smile with your eyes

While some districts have gone to exclusive remote learning for the first quarter or first 
semester and some in the community may not agree with returning to school, Nettles has
received overwhelmingly positive comments about getting kids back to the school 
building.

Cut: nettlesonbacktoschool3 :58 CUE: we can work together

As the Illinois Department of Public Health continued to pass down further guidance on 
returning to school, Nettles points out the message from the Illinois State Board of 
Education never changed from their original goal of getting kids back to school. 



>>Clinton Schools Balancing Confidentiality, Keeping Community Informed with 
COVID Information

For the first time last week in the nearly three-week-old school year, Clinton Schools 
were faced with dealing with the coronavirus in their classrooms.

As the district balanced how to release information, many in the community demanded 
more information and expressed frustration with the lack of information available. 
Superintendent Curt Nettles says his focus is to protect the privacy of his students while 
also keeping the community as informed as he can.

Cut: nettlesoncovidinfo1 :60 CUE: COVIDs a little different

The district has been sending out information regarding COVID in the classrooms to 
parents of the students in those classrooms that have been impacted. He understands 
parents may be frustrated by this process.

Cut: nettlesoncovidinfo2 :50 CUE: there was a positive case

Many parents believe it is their right to know if COVID is in their school building. 
Nettles believes between what the DeWitt/Piatt Bi-County Health Department shares 
and what the school district shares create a good picture of the situation in the 
community.

Cut: nettlesoncovidinfo3 :64 CUE: depend on the scenario

The district makes many decisions based on recommendations and information provided
by the Health Department. Nettles says their relationship with the Health Department is 
very strong and credits them with aiding the district good policies to keep kids in school.

Cut: nettlesoncovidinfo4 :45 CUE: they've put in

While the situation is not ideal for anyone right now, Nettles asks the community for a 
little grace and patience while they navigate this situation. He says, for now, they will 
continue to provide limited information but did leave open the possibility how much 
they offer could change.

Cut: nettlesoncovidinfo5 :33 CUE: as they come

As of Tuesday morning, Nettles was unaware of any new youth cases in the school 
district and indicated they were currently at four cases among the student and staff 
population, with one case each at Lincoln School, Clinton Junior High School, and 



Clinton High School and a teacher at Clinton Junior High School. 



>>Clinton Schools Refinancing Bonds, Saving Taxpayers Over $500,000

The Clinton School District has decided to refinance the bonds used to pay for the 
Clinton Junior High School.

At the August Board of Education meeting, Superintendent Curt Nettles explains the 
bonds are in the stage where they could be paid off or refinanced. The district has 
decided to refinance those, saving taxpayers upwards of a half-a-million dollars. 

Cut: bondrefi1 :64 CUE: life of the bonds

Nettles compares the scenario facing the district to refinancing a home. He indicates 
rates are very favorable at this time and over time is saves taxpayers quite a bit.

Cut: bondrefi2 :51 CUE: go ahead and do that

The Board of Education approved the measure last month. Nettles anticipates issuing the
bonds this month and then closing on them in November. He says it is a lengthy process 
to do all this but the new refinanced rates would fall in the next tax cycle. 



>>One New Student, Teacher COVID Case in Clinton Schools This Week

As Clinton schools ascend towards the one-month mark of their school year, a new 
student COVID case and a new teacher COVID case was discovered this week.

Superintendent Curt Nettles tells Regional Radio News, that brings their total to five 
cumulative in the student body and two among teachers.

Cut: nettleslatestCaSeS1 :58 CUE: entire school year

Earlier this week, Principals of each building in the district updated Regional Radio 
listeners of how the year has gone so far and Nettles indicates, from what he has seen, 
things are going as well as those leaders described. He points out he shared many 
concerns the community shared leading up to school.

Cut: nettleslatestCaSeS2 :69 CUE: kids are resilient

While districts surrounding Clinton are forced to temporarily close their doors, Nettles 
indicates there is not a threshold for cases or even quarantined number of students but he
believes if that time comes, they will know when it happens.

Cut: nettleslatestCaSeS3 1:17 CUE: do something more

According to Nettles, it is on families of students and teachers to act responsibly away 
from the school buidling. Students are in the buildings for five hours of the 24 hour day 
and he points out that responsibility also applies to him.

Cut: nettleslastesCaSeS4 1:19 CUE: whole big picture

The latest case in the student resulted in less than ten students having to isolate. 

This is the fourth week of school in Clinton Schools. 



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WHOW, Clinton, IL,
along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of 
July 1 to September 30.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which 
these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
program segment

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of issue

Local Government July 7, 2020 8:12am 5:00 Local Residents Engage Clinton 
City Council About Golf Cart Use 
in City

Local Government Aug. 5, 2020 7:17am 7:15 Clinton City Council Approves 
Non-Highway Vehicles on City 
Streets

Local Government Aug. 13, 2020 3:30 pm 6:00 Thursday First Day of Golf Cart-
Like Vehicles on Select Clinton 
Streets

Local Government Sept. 9, 2020 4:17 pm 2:15 Clinton Sales Tax Figures Very 
Strong

Local Government Sept. 22, 2020 12:13 pm 1:55 Clinton Water Department to Get 
Automated System for Treatment 
Plant



>>Local Residents Engage Clinton City Council About Golf Cart Use in City

Legalizing the use of golf carts in Clinton was proposed by a small group of Clinton 
residents Monday night at the Clinton City Council meeting.

Led by Nate Ennis, they are seeking the Council allow for golf carts to be an appropriate
means of transportation on city streets. Ennis says it would be a great convenience to 
him and others who live, work and do business in the city.

Cut: legalgolfcarts1        :61        CUE: done correctly slowly and safely

Other communities in central Illinois have recently taken up legalizing the use of golf 
carts on city streets but Ennis points out Monticello is likely a good, close comparison 
for Clinton and he indicates they have had very little issue with such a measure.

Cut: logalgolfcarts2        1:14        CUE: that's a beneficial thing

Clinton Mayor Roger Cyrulik expressed concerns over perhaps drivers of motor vehicles
getting distracted and causing problems for those drivers of the golf carts.

Cut: legalgolfcarts3        :26        CUE: the distraction we're gonna have

Public Safety Commissioner offered a stern warning about anyone getting hurt in these 
vehicles and felt it would be a good idea to do this on a trial basis. He would become 
very concerned if even one person was killed.

Cut: legalgolfcarts4        :38        CUE: that's my only concern

Commissioner John Wise offered his support for the idea noting this issue has come up 
before, however, since that time, state laws have adjusted which would allow for a golf 
cart-type vehicle to cross a major roadway like Business 51, Route 54 and Route 10.

Cut: legalgoflcarts5        1:16        CUE: with people in cars

Commissioner Wise also echoed support for Commissioner Ballenger's idea to offer this 
as a trial and revisit it in a year or sooner under the event there are any incidents 
regarding motorists and golf cart drivers. The two also indicated they would like to see 
regulations require seatbelts and proper turn signals. 



>>Clinton City Council Approves Non-Highway Vehicles on City Streets

Don't be surprised if you see Clinton residents rolling around town in vehicles golfcart-
like vehicles.

The Clinton City Council Monday night approved a city ordinance to allow non-
highway vehicles on city streets. City Administrator Tim Followell explains the vehicles 
can be gas or electric and have to pass safety inspections, be insured and licensed.

Cut: golfcartsclinton1 1:32 CUE: may change a little bit

Follow explains there were unclear discussions around speed-limits for these vehicles by
Clinton officials. The ordinance states, vehicles cannot travel more than 20 MPH and are
limited to municipal streets with a speed limit of less than 35 MPH. 

Cut: golfcartsclinton2 :49 CUE: its still an item

Other community's ordinances for golf carts vary. Additionally, Followell notes there are
not many of these vehicles on the streets of communities that allow them.

Cut: golfcartsclinton3 :50 CUE: to be honest

According to Followell, the original reasoning for non-highway vehicles was to deal 
with rising gas prices. At the time, the idea did not come to fruition but after state law 
changed regarding crossing highways but Followell points out, there are still laws 
limiting what roads vehicles can be on.

Cut: golfcartsclinton4 1:44 CUE: that secondary route

Licensing forms are available now at Clinton City Hall and at the Clinton Police 
Department and inspections on the vehicles must be done by the Clinton Police 
Department. Stickers will be issued for the first August 13. Licensing fees are $100.

Visit clintonillinois.com for the full ordinance. 



>>Thursday First Day of Golf Cart-Like Vehicles on Select Clinton Streets

Today is the first day you'll likely see golf cart-like vehicles on city streets.

Clinton Police Chief Ben Lowers was among the leaders in help City officials formulate 
a policy for these vehicles on city streets. He indicates last October was the start of his 
research on the matter.

Cut: golfcartstoday1 :51 CUE: that went into this

While some may not like this decision, the Chief indicates they put a significant 
emphasis on safety. He explains Thursday is the first day for these vehicles to hit the city
streets and he anticipates perhaps seeing a few, right away on day one.

Cut: golfcartstoday2 :44 CUE: our city streets

According to Chief Lowers, the State of Illinois requires several of its mandates on these
vehicles. The State does allow for utility vehicles however, he notes a noise factor was a 
part of their decision as other communities have elected to only allow golf carts on the 
roads.

Cut: golfcartstoday3 :67 CUE: only do the golf carts

A surprising discovery from other communities for Chief Lowers was the lack of 
incidents involving golf cart-like vehicles. He explains like motorcycle accidents, many 
of the incidents they did discover were the fault of the motor vehicle driver.

Cut: golfcartstoday4 :56 CUE: golf cart ordinance

Golf carts must be insured, have lights, and a slow-moving vehicle indicator. According 
to the Chief, they must be insured and they must have seatbelts.

Cut: golfcartstoday5 :55 CUE: just like a vehicle

Applications for a golf cart can be picked up at the Police Department in Clinton. The 
Police Department will do safety inspections. Children under the age of 8 are not 
permitted on golf carts due to regulations surrounding car seats. The Chief reminds these
riders they cannot drive down a state highway but they can cross a state highway. Riding
on sidewalks is prohibited. 

You can get the full ordinance at clintonillinois.com. 



>>Clinton Sales Tax Figures Very Strong

Everyone being forced to stay close to home might just be paying off for the City of 
Clinton.

Monday night at the Clinton City Council meeting, Commissioner of Finance, Tom 
Edmunds indicated a number of their funds were up from this time last year.

(Audio is difficult to hear as Edmunds was in attendance virtually)

Cut: taxfigures 1:35 CUE: that's where they stand

Also at the Monday night City Council meeting, Commissioner of Streets and Public 
Improvements, Ken Buchanan indicated recovery efforts underway after a train going 
through town last week derailed. The scene is cleared of the rail cars but some street and
sidewalk work will need to be done. The Public Works Department is in contact with the
rail company to get those efforts underway. 



>>Clinton Water Department to Get Automated System for Treatment Plant

To save the City of Clinton money, the water department will be upgrading the 
surveillance of the automated water treatment plant equipment.

Monday night at the Clinton City Council meeting, Commissioner John Wise says 
problems with the current equipment is costing the city overtime to bring workers in on 
weekends. He says the new system is going to be a cost-savings measure.

Cut: waterplantupgrades1 :60 CUE: work off the same system

According to Wise, an Indiana company will install it and will only charge the City for 
services when they have to travel to work on it. The council approved the purchase of 
the new system through Donohue & Associates, INC. for no more than $10,000.

The City also approved an ordinance for the local Cure program, part of the CARES act 
which gives the city access to those funds released in the spring. 



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WHOW, Clinton, IL,
along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of 
July 1 to September 30.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which 
these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
program segment

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of issue

County Government July 14, 2020 12:13 pm 2:00 DeWitt County Board to Vote on 
Tradewind Energy Special Use Permit 
Tonight

County Government July 24, 2020 8:13 am 5:00 DeWitt County Board Approves 
Intergovernmental Agreement For 
Ambulance Service in Farmer City

County Government July 25, 2020 12:13 pm 1:15 Thursday DeWitt County Board 
Meeting Concludes With Tense 
Exchange Over Special Meeting 
Invocation

County Government July 27, 2020 4:13 pm 5:00 DeWitt County Board Hears Thank 
You's From Wind Farm Project 
Supporters

County Government Aug. 25, 2020  7:13 am 2:45 DeWitt County Board Chair Says 
Issues With Board Members Ferguson,
Tilley in Past



>>DeWitt County Board to Vote on Tradewind Energy Special Use Permit Tonight

Summer gatherings may be off the table but on the table, tonight on the Clinton Square 
is a vote by the DeWitt County Board for a special use permit by Tradewind Energy for 
their proposed Alta Farms II wind project.

A vote originally scheduled for Wednesday, March 18 was postponed because of the 
coronavirus pandemic's escalation locally. After setting a remote meeting for June 2, the 
meeting was again postponed in hopes of Illinois moving to Phase 4 of the Restore 
Illinois guidelines and having the Board in the same room.

Tonight, the Board will not be in the same room, however, they will be at the same table,
so-to-speak.

The Board will be set up on the Clinton Square with a professional-grade sound system 
in place for everyone in attendance to hear. 

Tonight's meeting begins at 6 pm. The Clinton Square will be closed to traffic beginning 
at 5:30 pm. 

Additionally, those who cannot attend or wish not to be a part of a large gathering can 
hear the meeting in its entirety on The Big 1520 AM/92.3 FM/106.5 FM WHOW and 
online at dewittdailynews.com, at the WHOW mobile app and at Amazon Alexa. 



>>DeWitt County Board Approves Intergovernmental Agreement For Ambulance 
Service in Farmer City

Farmer City will have ambulance service and the issue will not have to be taken to 
referendum November nor will taxes increase for residents of DeWitt County not in the 
Farmer City Fire Protection District.

Thursday night the DeWitt County Board approved an intergovernmental agreement 
with the Farmer City Fire Protection District to contract with PSI, who currently 
provides service to the rest of DeWitt County, for ambulance service. Chairman of the 
Board's Public Safety Committee, Lance Reece was instrumental in making this happen 
and expressed his elation to have this agreement in place.

Cut: farmercityambulance1 1:49 CUE: got good people

Chair of the Board David Newberg pointed out the agreement is for eight-years and the 
levy in Clinton will go largely unchanged. Additionally, Farmer City is unlikely to reach 
its max-allowed levy at that time. 

Cut: farmercityambulance2 :58 CUE: for the next 8 years

According to Reece, PSI will hire a new team of paramedics and EMTs. Additionally, he
points out they will establish a post in Farmer City.

Cut: farmercityambulance3 :29 CUE: to get to them

The issue was set to go to referendum in November, however, it was to appear on the 
ballot for Farmer City voters and the rest of DeWitt County voters as separate 
referendums and failure of just one would have negated any possibility of the two 
districts coming together. 

The agreement was approved unanimously by the Board. 

Other business from the Thursday night meeting...

>>The Board approved Curt Utterback to the Weldon Community Fire Protection 
District Board of Trustees to fill the unexpired term of Rex Swoverland, who resigned.

>>The Board approved the salary for a full-time public defender set as 90-percent of the 
salary of the State's Attorney

>>The Board approved the salary for Highway Engineer Mark Mathon



>>The Board approved a motion for adding Election Day, November 3 to the County's 
holiday schedule, part of a mandate from the State of Illinois. 



>>Thursday DeWitt County Board Meeting Concludes With Tense Exchange Over 
Special Meeting Invocation

Tacky. A political statement. A personal agenda.

Those were just a few of the critical comments from DeWitt County Board member Dan
Matthews towards the invocation given by former Board member Cris Rogers at last 
Tuesday night's special meeting of the Board to vote on the Alta Farms Wind project. 
The comments came Thursday night as the County Board was set to adjourn from their 
monthly meeting.

Cut: prayercriticize :36 CUE: 

Vice-Chair Camille Redman defended Rogers. Along with Matthews, Board members 
Travis Houser and Nate Ennis voiced brief statements of support. 



>>DeWitt County Board Hears Thank You's From Wind Farm Project Supporters

Supporters of the recently approved Tradewind Energy Alta Farms II wind project 
voiced their support to DeWitt County Board members last Thursday night.

Logan Redman applauded the Board for their decision and pointed out there were many 
decisions throughout the history of DeWitt County that was unpopular at the time that 
ended up being good partners to the community. He pointed to the railroad and the 
power plant as two prime examples.

Cut: supportersboard1 1:11 CUE: eggs in one basket

Barb McMath thanked the board for looking past the 'what about me' mentality and 
doing what was best for DeWitt County. She called the Board's vote support for a 
'forward, progressive movement'.

Cut: supporersboard2 :53 CUE: forward, progressive movement

A statement from The Vault Founder Michelle Witzke was read by Kim Spencer. The 
statement calls for the community to come together in times of polarizing topics like the 
wind farm and the presidential race among many others. The Vault founder says our 
youth are watching and we need to model the American Democratic process in a healthy
way for our kids.

Cut: supportersboard3 :37 CUE: they are watching

Redman called on Board members to end prompting discussions that lead to disparaging
and derogatory comments about the Board on social media. 

Cut: supportersboard4 :68 CUE: is a fools game 

The Board voted last Tuesday night on the Clinton Square to approve the special use 
permit by Tradewind Energy for their Alta Farms II wind project in the northwest corner 
of DeWitt County. 



>>DeWitt County Board Chair Says Issues With Board Members Ferguson, Tilley in 
Past

After some contentious exchanges at a special meeting of the DeWitt County Board last 
Wednesday night, DeWitt County Board Chair David Newberg says any issues from his 
perspective are in the past.

Board members Melonie Tilley and Terry Ferguson were the recipients of harsh 
comments from the veteran leader, specifically Tilley, who at one point was chided by 
Newberg, "thank you for being my more conscious" after board members went back and
forth over a decommissioning agreement with Tradewind Energy as a part of their 
special use permit for their Alta Farms II wind project.

Friday morning on the WHOW Morning Show, Newberg indicated private conversations
he had with the two and believes the issues are now in the past.

Cut: daveonrifts1 :37 CUE: want to thank them for that

While many may disagree with the stances Newberg has on the issues, he believes it is 
everyone's right to do so. He indicates his desire to move forward.

Cut: daveonrifts2 :30 CUE: looking for the same result

The County Board held a special meeting last Wednesday night to consider a number of 
ordinances surrounding the Tradewind Energy project, the decommissioning agreement 
received the most attention as Board members felt a review of the plan was necessary, 
however, did not receive enough support. 

The Thursday night meeting was much more light-hearted with no combative banter 
among the board. 



QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WHOW, Clinton, IL,
along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of 
July 1 to September 30.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which 
these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of program
segment

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of issue

Economic Development July 20, 2020 7:13 am 3:30 Goodwill Clinton Opens Friday 
Morning

Economic Development Aug. 18, 2020 7:30 pm 3:00 Clinton Chamber of Commerce 
Escape Room Open Now

Economic Development Sept. 21, 2020 8:15 am 5:00 Terror On Washington Street To 
Open October 9

Economic Development Sept. 23, 2020 4:15 pm 2:30 Clinton Chamber of Commerce 
Hosts Annual Golf Outing

Economic Development Sept. 23, 2020 2:30 pm 2:45 Clinton YMCA Promoting New 
Business Memberships with 
Wednesday Open House



>>Clinton Chamber of Commerce Cancels Business Expo for 2020, Still Planning for 
Golf Outing

The Clinton Chamber of Commerce had hoped to be able to reschedule their 2020 
business expo originally scheduled for March but earlier this month canceled their 
yearly fundraiser.

Executive Director Marian Brisard told Regional Radio News Friday the indoor nature 
of their event was probably not going to be able to work and doing the event outdoors 
provided a lot of challenges.

Cut: chamberupdates1 :55 CUE: better at that time

The Business Expo is one of the many fundraisers put on by the Chamber, like their golf
outing. The golf outing has been rescheduled for September and Brisard is optimistic it 
will be able to happen with some modifications.

Cut: chamberupdates2 1:19 CUE: and practice that

During the spring, the Chamber lost its May Days fundraiser along with the annual 
Business Expo. Brisard says that is going to take quite a toll on their budget this year but
thanks to the First National Bank in Clinton, they did receive funds through the bank's 
COVID-relief program. 

Cut: chamberupdates3 :43 CUE: is essential

Brisard is thankful that many of the vendors that pre-registered for the annual Chamber 
Expo have volunteered their registration fees back to the Chamber. 

Registrations for the annual golf outing are going on now. To register contact the 
Chamber at 217-935-3364 or visit clintonilchamber.com. 



>>Clinton Chamber of Commerce Escape Room Open Now

A fundraiser for the Clinton Chamber of Commerce that was started last Halloween is 
available once again.

Marian Brisard, Clinton Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, indicates Frankie's 
Escape Room Viva La Hotel Cancun is open throughout August and September and is 
not intended to be scary. The puzzle has been expanded and now takes approximately 
one hour to complete.

Cut: frankieroom1 :54 Cue: to experience it

Brisard explains it is a fun, team-building activity that is safe. She details what guests 
can expect upon arrival...

Cut: frankeroom2 :61 Cue: and its fun

Brisard says the Chamber asks that groups be aware of who they attend with in light of 
the pandemic. Guests are asked to wear masks but are allowed to remove them while in 
the escape room.

Cut: frankieroom3 :26 Cue: if you wish

To make a reservation for the escape room call the Chamber office at (217) 935-3364, or
send a message on Frankie's Escape Room Facebook event page. The escape room is 
available from 10 am-8 pm Monday through Saturday.



>>Terror On Washington Street To Open October 9

An annual fundraiser for the Clinton Chamber of Commerce will operate differently this 
year due to the pandemic.

Marian Brisard, Clinton Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, indicates the 'Terror
on Washington Street' Haunted House will be open this year. They will be operating 
under new guidelines to help limit the spread of the coronavirus.

Cut: hauntedhouse1 :60 Cue: every five minutes

Brisard notes they have made changes inside the haunted house as well. Previous rooms 
were removed that involved the public touching surfaces.

Cut: hauntedhouse2 :31 Cue: time and enjoy

Tickets this year will be sold through the Chamber's website and Facebook page. In 
addition to purchasing admittance, patrons will be reserving times to attend.

Cut: hauntedhouse3 :55 Cue: at the Haunted House too

Brisard says they are still in need of volunteers to help with the Haunted House. They 
are limited on the number of volunteers that can be present inside the house. The 
Chamber will donate a portion of the proceeds to groups who volunteer.

Cut: hauntedhouse4 :44 Cue: no popcorn, hot cocoa

The Clinton Chamber of Commerce's 'Terror on Washington Street' Haunted House will 
be open on Friday and Saturday nights from October 9 through October 31. To purchase 
tickets visit www.clintonhauntedhouse.com or the Haunted House Facebook page.



>>Clinton Chamber of Commerce Hosts Annual Golf Outing

One of the Chamber's top events and larger fundraisers, the annual golf outing took 
place Tuesday afternoon at the beautiful Clinton Country Club on a perfect afternoon for
the first day of fall.

The Chamber, like most organizations across the country, has had many events impacted
due to the coronavirus, and Tuesday organizers were able to pull off the rescheduled 
outing. Chamber Board President Josh Shofner indicates it was a way to generate some 
revenue for the Chamber and give their members a good time.

Cut: chambergolf1 :34 CUE: haven't been able to have

During the COVID pandemic, a lot of Chamber board meetings were conducted over 
Zoom calls and Shofner indicates it was nice to be able to execute the rescheduled 
Chamber Golf outing after many tough decisions they had to make.

Cut: chambergolf2 :24 CUE: zoom and so forth

During the COVID shutdowns and the through the cancellations of many events, 
Shofner indicates Chamber members that paid dues to events that were canceled stepped
up and allowed the Chamber to keep those funds or keep them as payments for future 
events, allowing the Chamber to continue to operate.

Cut: chambergolf3 :53 CUE: on the haunted house

According to Shofner, they will begin thinking about some of their future events after 
the Haunted House season wraps up like the annual Chamber dinner, the business expo, 
and May Days. 

Organizers reported 13 teams at this year's event, originally scheduled for June. The 13 
teams were down from a record 21 teams last year. 



>>Clinton YMCA Promoting New Business Memberships with Wednesday Open House

The Clinton YMCA and the Clinton Chamber of Commerce are teaming up for a special 
open house event today.

Clinton Y Executive Director Rennie Cluver explains they are bringing in Chamber 
business members for a socially distanced open house to preview the remodel they took 
on during the pandemic. He hopes the open house will implore businesses to donate to 
the Strong Kids Campaign. If a business contributes, its contribution will qualify its 
employees for a discount for a Y membership.

Cut: ybizzdrive1 1:17 CUE: 

According to Cluver, the focus is not only to help increase memberships and revenue for
the Y but to also help create a more healthy workforce in the community. He says a 
healthy workforce is a more productive workforce that is happier and has fewer days 
missed due to sickness.

Cut: ybizzdrive2 :47 CUE:  I know it's difficult

Today's event goes from 10 am to 11 am. Business owners can tour the facility and hear 
more about the business memberships, which allows any business donors to offer their 
employees a percentage off of a membership to the YMCA.

In March and April, the Y remodeled their front desk and entryway along with their 
wellness center. 

Businesses interested in a business membership can contact the YMCA at 217-935-
8307. 


