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Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 
station during the reporting period.

The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and times 
indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues of 
concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.

Date: September 30, 2017              



Listed below are the problems and needs of the community that were most actively 
addressed on WZZM 13 Gannett Broadcasting.  The items are not necessarily in 
order of importance. Other community problems and needs are noted on support 
documents attached in this report. Those documents also reflect local programs 
that address these needs.

1.  Community Involvement
2.  Crime
3.  Diversity
4.  Economic Development
5.  Education
6.  Family
7.  Government
8.  Health
9.  Religion
10. Safety
11. Youth

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES



The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local 
issues and concerns in the station’s city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes 
and segments of these programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages.

Program Name Schedule
 (Day/Time)

Description
(Note whether local, syndicated or network)

Health Care Rally 7/5/17 at 6:00pm
People concerned about the future of health care are 
gathering right now for a rally in Wyoming. An E-R 
doctor, who plans on running for congress, is one of the 
organizers of the event. WZZM 13's Phil Dawson is live 
in Wyoming with more. 

Outage and Health 7/7/17 at 5:00pm
The power outages from this morning's storm are 
causing a problem in kitchens across West Michigan. 
WZZM 13 Health Reporter Val Lego continues our team 
coverage, with a reminder on what you need to toss 
from the 'fridge' when it comes to food and medications.

Metro Health Free 
Narcan

7/10/17 at 5:00pm
Many police officers, sheriff's deputies and paramedics 
in West Michigan carry Narcan. It’s also available in 
some schools. Now a local hospital is giving away the 
overdose antidote, to some patients. It's part of an effort 
by Metro Health and University of Michigan Health. The 
group wants to combat the rise in overdoses from the 
class of drugs called "opioids." the group wants to 
combat the rise in overdoses from the class of drugs 
called "opioids." 250 kits have now been issued to 
Metro Health which means its opioid overdose patients 
will soon have this life saving drug in the palm of their 
hands. As of today, hospital administrators will provide 
patients and their families with an easy, fool-proof kit 
that clearly states a step-by-step process for 
administering the drug. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recorded more than 33-
thousand deaths due to opioid abuse in 2015. Metro 
Health treated 190 overdoses in the same year. And 
while officials know some may abuse the accessibility 
of Narcan, they hope the kits will help educate families 
and abusers by providing them with additional 
community resources.

Mammograms & 
Insurance

7/13/17 at 6:00pm
It's 13 Friends for Life Day. Time to remind your friend 
for Life to know her normal. And that means everything 
from a self-breast exam... to scheduling her annual 
mammogram and knowing what's normal for her. And 
part of that includes knowing whether or not you have 
dense breast tissue. WZZM 13 Health Reporter Valerie 
Lego to explain why it's important. 40% of women in 
Michigan have dense breasts. But even fewer know 
what that means. This is a side by side. One breast 
without dense tissue and one with. You can see the one 
with dense tissue is white. Here's why that's a problem. 
Cancer *also* shows up white on a mammogram. So if 
you have dense breasts it is VERY difficult to see if 
there is something suspicious. This information can be 
both life-saving... and expensive as one West Michigan 
mom learned.

Kidney Transplant 7/19/17 at 6:00pm
Doctors told one West Michigan man "no", when he first 
tried to donate his kidney to his second cousin. Kevin 
Crittendon (Critten-din) was told he wasn't healthy 



Family enough. But Kevin didn't give up. Instead he got busy. 
WZZM 13's Emma Nicolas is here now with his story. 
Kevin wanted to help his cousin so much... he 
committed himself to changing his lifestyle and getting 
healthy. His cousin Travis is the third generation in his 
family to have hereditary Polycystic Kidney Disease...  
On Monday... Kevin finally had a chance to help him 
during transplant surgery at Mercy Health in Grand 
Rapids. The disease started with his grandmother who 
received a kidney transplant back in 1991, she passed 
the disease on to her own children. One of those 
children, Travis' mother Sharon says she passed it on 
to all 4 of her children. But Travis was the first to begin 
to suffer because of it.  

LHY: Dutch Descent 8/1/17 at 6:00pm, 
3:30

It's hard to go anywhere in West Michigan without 
bumping into someone of Dutch heritage. But some of 
those families are being haunted by a heart stopping 
genetic condition. WZZM 13 Health Reporter Valerie 
Lego what you need to know in this month's Love Your 
Heart report.

Spectrum Health 
Stolen Camera

8/4/17 at 5:00pm, 
1:57

Yesterday, we told you about a camera stolen back in 
June. That camera belonged to a physician at Helen 
Devos' Children’s Hospital. It contained photos of the 
varying skin conditions of more than 900 patient’s and 
some of those pics included names and birthdates. 
While it’s normal for physicians to take these photos, a 
release sent out by Spectrum Health clarifies that it is 
against protocol to not secure them properly. Today, A 
lawyer tells us that Spectrum was actually required by 
law to publically disclose what happened. WZZM 13's 
Emma Nicolas has more on how this violated patient’s 
rights and what can happen from here. Emma? We've 
seen viewer comments on either side of this. Some 
saying it was just an accident and an honest mistake, 
while others are not taking it so lightly. From a legal 
perspective, it is a serious matter. Federal law requires 
health care providers to protect patient’s information. 
So whether there was an ill intent or not, which lawyer 
Nelson Miller... says there doesn’t appear to be, this 
does violate patient rights.

Verify: Eclipse 
Damage

8/9/17 at 5:00pm, 
1:45

We are less than two weeks away from experiencing 
the solar eclipse. You've likely heard you should "not" to 
look at the sun during the eclipse. But what else do we 
need to know about best viewing practices? This got us 
thinking, and it turns out some of our viewers had the 
same questions. So WZZM 13's Emma Nicolas joins us 
now to "verify" the answers, Emma? Juliet... I can 
confidently say I started this day knowing very little 
about how to view the eclipse. But using information 
from NASA, The American Astronomical Society and 
astrophysicist Brian {Koh-ber-line} Koberlein, we now 
have the answers. First question...does looking at the 
eclipse damage your eyes? Yes. We can Verify that 
looking at the eclipse will damage your eyes. You 
*have* to Wear certified eclipse glasses. Since the 
demand for eclipse glasses has gone up, Koberlien tells 
us that your safest best is checking the certified list put 
out by the American Astronomical Society. There's all 
sorts of fake glasses out there currently, even some 
that claim to meet the international standards. And 
Unless you're viewing the eclipse in totality or through 
an astronomers telescope.... then do not take those 



glasses off. Second question... can taking eclipse 
photos damage your phone? The short answer is 
potentially. NASA does not advise that people use their 
smartphones for partial eclipse photography. But if 
you're really keen on doing so... you will need a solar 
filter-- which is similar in function to those glasses you'll 
be wearing. So that's what we've got for you, all of that 
and much more is in the story on our website at WZZM 
13 dot com. And Juliet, I believe you know a place 
where people can find those glasses?

GR West Nile 8/11/17 at 5:00pm
The West Nile virus is back in Kent County, though 
there have not been any human cases yet. The health 
department says the virus was found in mosquitos 
during testing earlier this week. The testing sample was 
collected between Tuesday and Thursday in the 4-9-5-
0-7 zip code, which covers Grand Rapids southeast 
side. The health department says it has been testing 
mosquitoes in traps placed throughout the county since 
June. Again, the health department stresses there have 
not been any human cases reported. The mosquito 
testing will continue through Labor Day weekend.

Friends for Life 
Friday

8/11/17 at 6:00pm
It's 13 Friends for Life Day. Time to remind your friend 
for life to know her normal which includes everything 
from a self-breast exam and scheduling her yearly 
mammogram. And now living too far away is no longer 
an excuse. Here's a look at the newest Mammo Bus 
headed to rural communities in West Michigan.

One Good Thing 9/1/17 at 5:00pm 
Time for Today's One Good Thing.
Someone or something that makes West Michigan a 
good place to live. One of the reasons I love One Good 
Thing, because I learn stuff.
Like this: special needs adults in Michigan "age out" of 
the public school system when they turn 26.
So, they need somewhere else to go on a daily basis 
that will work with them. Today's One Good Thing is 
one of those places. Jill DeVries emailed me about the 
"Bethesda Farm." It's run by John and Marcia Evans in 
Allendale. On their website they say their activities 
'reveal potential...' and their initiatives are designed to 
'enjoy the challenge of gaining ground.' I love that 
philosophy. And so do the special needs friends who go 
there. They work with them on social interaction, 
sensory and animal care therapy, memory exercises, 
teamwork, individual focus and a lot more. Jill says she 
loves having her 28 year old son, Wesley go there 
because he needed to be in a smaller setting.
She says John and Marcia have a gift with her son... 
and she sees changes in him every time he goes to the 
Farm. Jill says Bethesda Farm has been an answer to 
her prayers. John and Marcia Evans... for using 
Bethesda Farm to help a lot of people who are often 
forgotten - and being an answer to Jill's prayer - you get 
today's One Good Thing. If you want to know more 
about Bethesda Farm, I've got it linked to this story on 
our website.

Survivor’s Guilt 9/11/17 at 6:00pm
*Sixteen years ago today*, the world changed forever. 
Commercial airplanes... used as bombs... crashed into 
the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and a 
Pennsylvania field, killing 3-thousand innocent people. 
A West Michigan man was supposed to be inside 
Tower Two of the World Trade center that morning. 
He's decided to tell his story publicly for the first time. 



W-Z-Z-M 13's Brent Ashcroft joins us now with this very 
special installment of "Our Michigan Life." Survivor's 
Guilt. It's a mental condition that occurs when a person 
believes they have done something wrong by surviving 
a traumatic event. It's real. T-J Sapunarich has been 
experiencing it every day since September 11th, 2001. 
He was supposed to be inside Tower Two when the 
second plane hit. *176* of his World Trade Center co-
workers died that day. He can't figure out why it wasn't 
*177*. “It’s a view that will stick with TJ Supunarich for 
the rest of his life. Images, of how it was before it was 
no more. The attack and the “Unconscionable loss of 
life made it impossible for him to process. Sixteen years 
later, he can barely talk about it, due to bouts of intense 
and overwhelming emotion. September 11th, 2011, TJ 
worked for A-On Corporation inside Tower Two. He 
went there a few times a week. The day before the 
attack, TJ took a call from his boss. Due to a conflict, 
the meeting had to be rescheduled for September 12. 
TV watched the terror unfold from his New Jersey 
office. He called a colleague who was inside the Tower. 
This former marine was supposed to be there. TJ could 
do nothing for his co-workers trapped in Tower Two, 
when it collapsed. Every September, since that day, TJ 
has made sure they were not forgotten. At straight up 8 
on 9-11 this one-man tribute takes to the streets. Each 
Step, every stride has purpose. Most just drive past, 
Others acknowledge. His survivor’s guilt runs with him, 
even though he’s here, able to do “this for them”.  
Every 9-11, this man from Middleville, channels his 
illness, and uses it to remember his fallen friends in his 
own special way. T-J makes sure his run always ends 
around 8:45 a-m every September 11th, because 8:46 
is when the first plane hit. He continues to seek help 
and council for his survivor's guilt. And his 9-11 tribute 
run will continue... as long as he's able do it.

What is Survivor 
Guilt

9/11/17 at 6:00pm
The guilt T-J is living with, is common among people 
dealing with a traumatic event. WZZM 13 Health 
Reporter Valerie Lego has a closer look at "survivor's 
guilt", and how some deal with it. If you think someone 
you love is dealing with Survivor's Guilt, there are 
resources to help. You can reach out to the Counseling 
Associates of West Michigan. We have a link on our 
website, WZZM13 dot com., just click on this story. 

Senior Wellness 9/12/17 at 11:58am
As we age, we change... some things can become 
more difficult... but that doesn't mean we can't still enjoy 
life. Tamara Tiethoff is the Life Enrichment Coordinator 
at Meadowlark Retirement Village. She is here now to 
talk about common misconceptions people have. 
First.... let's talk about how seniors can change their 
mindset about getting older, sense of purpose, mental 
physical state, accepting the situation. What is one of 
the biggest misconceptions??? People move into a 
retirement home to die. Some people believe new 
diagnoses means a worsened quality of life. How do we 
get past that? There is a misconception among some 
older people, don't contribute to society anymore. 
Misconception #4: Mental and physical deterioration are 
inevitable. Now let's talk about ways to improve quality 
of life. Reminiscing on old memories
Lending a listening ear. Give them your time. 
Empathize with them. Creating open communication 



with the care givers. Validate their words, feelings, and 
beliefs. Support them.

Medical Marijuana 
Regulation

9/12/17 at 5:00pm
Michigan regulators will allow medical marijuana 
dispensaries around the state to stay open until 
December 15th. But the pot shops could be shut down 
by police if they're open beyond that date.  Michigan 
leaders had considered forcing dispensaries to shut 
down immediately until they received new licenses, 
which won't be issued until early next year. The state 
will begin taking license applications on December 15th. 
Today, regulators gave the pot shops a reprieve, 
allowing them to remain in operation for three months, 
and giving patients time to find other "legal" sources for 
medical marijuana. But dispensaries still open after the 
December date could be shut down by police, and 
jeopardize their chances for a future license.

Art and Health 9/20/17 at 6:00am
It's not just fun to look at all the art that's around us... 
it's also fun to create it. And WZZM 13 Health Reporter 
Valerie Lego is back in the studio to tell us why drawing 
that doodle is good for your mental health! Hey!  That 
happens to be what I'm doing right now! So I'm using 
the App ???? And let me telll you... I'm feeling very 
relaxed.... It's because creating art causing a distraction 
from *60,000 thoughts you have a day! Here are some 
other ways Art is good for your mental health. It boosts 
your self-esteem by increasing levels of domapmine 
that boosts drive... focus... and concentration. Helps 
your brain grow connections as you age and that's what 
keeps your mind young. And it helps patient manage 
chronic health conditions by reducing stress... helping 
them keep their identity... express their feelings and 
give them a sense of accomplishment.  It's also 
uniquely you... whatever you created is only something 
you can do... which gives you a sense of self-discovery. 
So go ahead and doodle away!! What have you guys 
been doodling while I was talking??

Issue-Responsive Programming

Local Issue: Try It Before You Buy It: A biweekly segment by our morning anchor, Lauren Stanton. 
Lauren tries new products being introduced into the market. She will try the product & give a full report 
to our viewers. This airs every other Thursday at 6pm. Here are some of our stories.

Program Date Time Duration Description

Salad Cutter 
Bowl

8/3/17 6:00am 3:05
Many of you 
probably have a lot 
of fresh produce 
right now... and 
summer is salad 
season. A new 
product claims it can 
help you make a 
salad in 60 seconds-
- you can rinse, cut, 



and serve all in one 
bowl. I put the Salad 
Cutter Bowl to the 
test in this week's 
Try It Before You 
Buy It.

Local Issue: Unfortunately, crime is in the news daily. Here’s a list of some of the crime related stories 
we have covered:

Program Date Time Duration Description

Muskegon 
Heights 

Shooting

7/3/17 5:00pm 1:53
Police have a man 
in custody for a 
shooting that killed 
one person and hurt 
a seven year old 
child, who is 
speaking with us. 
Witnesses saw a 
group of men 
arguing outside of a 
Muskegon heights 
apartment complex 
last night. Then they 
ran for cover when 
those two men 
pulled guns and 
started shooting. It 
happened around 
eight last night on 
Ivory Street, at the 
East Park Manor 
apartment complex. 
Police say the man 
shot, died this 
afternoon. The boy 
hit by stray bullets is 
out of the hospital. 
And WZZM 13's Jon 
Mills spoke with him.

Opioid Epidemic 7/6/17 5:00pm 1:40
Experts say opioid 
addiction is now a 
nationwide 
epidemic, with more 
people becoming 
addicted to 
prescription 
painkillers, and 
illegal drugs like 
heroin. Now 
Michigan State 
Police are taking a 
different approach to 
fighting the problem. 
Troopers are calling 
it the "Angel 
Program." It's aimed 



at offering help to 
addicts, no 
questions asked, 
and no fear of 
arrest. WZZM 13's 
Emma Nicolas is 
here with how you 
can help troopers 
make their new 
program work.

Justin Walters 
Background

7/10/17 5:00pm 1:00
Walters is now 
charged with one 
count of first-degree 
murder, for the 
death of the trooper, 
and one count of 
second-degree 
murder for his wife's 
death. We are 
looking into Walters' 
background here in 
West Michigan... 
and found out he 
went to school in 
Ottawa County and 
got into some 
trouble there. WZZM 
13'S Nina DeSarro 
has been looking 
into Walters' past. 
She's live near 
Holland with more.

Failure to Report 
a Body

7/13/17 6:00pm 1:46
We have an update 
to a story we 
brought you a year 
ago. It's about a 
young mother who 
died of an overdose 
back in June, of 
2016. Her body was 
then driven from 
Plainfield Township 
to southern Kent 
County and dumped 
in a field. Now, the 
two people who 
dropped off the body 
of 35-year-old April 
Keenan are facing 
criminal charges. 
WZZM 13's John 
Hogan has more.

GR Weekend 
Violence

7/17/17 5:00pm 1:38
First at Five, a 
violent weekend in 
Grand Rapids, with 
three shootings in 
the city. One attack 
ended in a man's 
death. Two of the 
shootings were on 
the city's NW side.
The third was in the 



SE. The "first 
shooting" happened 
just after two o'clock 
Saturday morning, 
on Fourth Street just 
west of Stocking 
Avenue Northwest.
 A man was grazed 
in the head, by a 
gunshot, but "is" 
expected to recover. 
The "second 
shooting" was 
around 3:30 Sunday 
morning, when a 
man was shot in the 
shoulder near Bates 
Street and Henry 
Avenue SE. The 
victim "died" at the 
hospital. The "third 
incident" was a 
drive-by shooting on 
seventh street NW, 
near Stocking. A 
man was shot in the 
head and chest. The 
victim is in critical 
condition. WZZM 
13’s Nina Desarro is 
live in Lincoln Park 
in NW GR with more 
people who live in 
that area, about the 
shootings.

Robbery 
Suspects Spree

8/2/17 5:00pm 1:50
Police and F-B-I 
agents in Michigan 
and Indiana are 
searching for a man, 
now wanted for at 
least eight robberies 
in both states, over 
the last week, 
including a bank 
hold-up today in the 
Grand Rapids area. 
Kent County 
deputies put out a 
news alert this 
morning about the 
suspect, 33-year-old 
Jacob Savickas. As 
that release was 
being emailed to our 
newsroom, the 
latest hold-up took 
place at the 
Independent Bank 
branch at Plainfield 
and Fuller in 
northeast Grand 
Rapids. But 



investigators now 
believe Savickas 
may be involved in 
seven other 
robberies, stretching 
from Cedar Springs 
to South Bend, 
Indiana. WZZM 13's 
Noah Fromson is 
live in Grand Rapids 
with more on the 
search for Savickas.

Newaygo 
Murder Arrest

8/8/17 5:00pm 1:46
Now at five: grisly 
details about the 
murder of a 
Muskegon man, 
whose body parts 
were allegedly 
abandoned in two 
different counties.      
As charges are filed 
against the suspect, 
detectives are 
sharing information 
on the victim's 
gruesome death. 
Anthony Blamer was 
formally charged 
this afternoon in 
connection with the 
death of D'Anthony 
Keenan. We want to 
warn you, we're 
about to share some 
graphic elements to 
this story. Police say 
Blamer killed 
Keenan in 
Muskegon Township 
over the weekend. 
Part of Keenan's 
body was found in a 
remote area of 
Newaygo County. 
The rest of the body 
was discovered in 
Oceana County. 
WZZM 13's Jon 
Mills is following this 
story and is live with 
more.

Muskegon 
Racist Graffiti

8/15/17 5:00pm 1:42
Police are trying to 
find out who 
vandalized a statue 
outside Muskegon 
High School, with 
racist graffiti. The 
messages were 
discovered on the 
monument 
dedicated to 
Muskegon 



industrialist Charles 
Hackley, outside the 
school. The 
vandalism comes 
just days after 
violent 
confrontations 
between white 
supremacist groups 
and their opponents, 
in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. And two 
days after a noose 
was found hanging 
in the playground of 
another Muskegon 
school building. 
WZZM 13's Jon 
Mills has more on 
the investigation.

Kent County 
Deputy Shooting 

Follow-up 

8/21/17 5:00pm 1:40
A man, shot in the 
arm Friday by a 
Kent County deputy 
appeared in court 
this afternoon on 
charges that led to 
the shooting. The 
suspect, Cordero 
Barnes, is out of the 
hospital, just days 
after his altercation 
with a deputy. 
WZZM 13's John 
Hogan was in court 
for Barnes' hearing. 
He joins us with 
more.

Robin Root New 
Trial

9/1/17 5:00pm 1:30
It was March of 
2008 when the body 
of West Michigan 
business woman, 
Janna Kelly was 
found in a blueberry 
field. Now... the 
woman who 
admitted to killing 
her could be getting 
a new trial. Today a 
panel of judges said 
portions of Robin 
Root's videotaped 
statement in 20-15 
happened before 
she was informed of 
her Miranda rights. 
WZZM 13 reporter 
Sarah Sell has been 
following this story 
since it broke and 
joins us now with 
more.
A two-year 



Massive Drug 
Bust

9/5/17 6:00pm 2:00 investigation by 
federal "and' local 
authorities, has 
stopped a cross-
country drug 
operation that 
brought hundreds of 
pounds of cocaine 
and heroin into West 
Michigan. A 186 
page document 
released today 
explains how at 
least 18 people 
helped distribute 66 
pounds of drugs as 
part of a criminal 
enterprise. WZZM 
13's John Hogan 
breaks down the 
details of the 
investigation.

Grand Rapids 
Sex Assault

9/13/17 6:00pm 1:20
This next story is 
really disturbing.
Grand Rapids police 
are investigating the 
abduction and 
sexual assault of an 
Aquinas College 
student. WZZM 13's 
Jaleesa Irizarry 
spoke with police 
today and Jaleesa 
what do we know?

Cedar Hit & Run 
Follow-up

9/18/17 5:00pm 1:15
First at five... the 
charges against the 
driver, police say 
killed a Cedar 
Springs woman, and 
critically injured her 
two children. Police 
say alcohol may 
have been involved 
when 36 year-old 
Douglas James 
Crystal crashed his 
pickup truck into the 
car, driven by 33 
year-old Meranda 
Baggus. She was 
pronounced dead at 
the scene and her 
two boys were taken 
to the hospital with 
critical injuries. 
WZZM 13's Noah 
Fromson has the 
latest from court 
today. Noah?

Empson Atty 9/19/17 5:00pm 1:30
Last November, ex 
assistant 
prosecuting attorney 



Interview Josh Kuiper got 
behind the wheel 
after drinking at 
three different bars. 
He drove the wrong 
way down a one 
way and hit a man 
and a parked car. 
The events that 
transpired following 
the accident 
continue to be highly 
scrutinized. Mainly, 
the fact that GRPD 
officers neglected to 
give Kuiper a 
breathalyzer. And 
tonight, for the first 
time we hear from 
the man he hit. 
WZZM 13s Emma 
Nicolas joins us now 
from the information 
center with more.

Muskegon Crane 
Joyride

9/25/17 5:00pm 1:19
In Muskegon, police 
found a two-month 
old girl shortly after 
the man believed to 
be her father 
smashed a stolen 
construction crane 
into fences and a 
light pole. It 
happened just 
before seven this 
morning on Roberts 
Street, near Barney 
Avenue.The crane 
was parked inside a 
fence at a factory 
that's closing.
 WZZM 13 
Lakeshore reporter 
Jon Mills has more 
from Muskegon.

Local Issue: Michigan continues to deal with rising prices, as well as continuing economic slowdown. 
Much of it still due to the auto industry & their cuts, along with the rising cost of fuel. Here’s a look at 
some business issues for the 3rd quarter of 2017.

Program Date Time Duration Description

Pence Visit 7/4/17 6:00pm 2:00
Now at six, a fourth 
of July parade to 
remember in 
Grandville. Vice 
President Mike 
Pence joins the 



festivities. The Vice 
President's plane, 
"air force two", 
landed shortly after 
ten this morning at 
Ford International 
airport. A few 
minutes later, vice 
president Pence 
arrived in Grandville 
for the city's annual 
Independence Day 
parade. WZZM 13's 
Sarah Sell spoke 
with the Vice 
President.

Sappi Stack Plan 7/5/17 6:00pm 2:00
We begin tonight 
with the latest on the 
planned 
redevelopment at 
the closed Sappi 
paper plant in 
Muskegon. 
Engineers say one 
of the two smoke 
stacks at the plant 
needs to come 
down immediately.  
Both stacks are 
more than 200 feet 
tall. They have 
stood for decades, 
high above the 
south shore of 
Muskegon Lake, 
along Lakeshore 
Drive. WZZM 13's 
Jon Mills has more 
on when they might 
finally come down.

Business Tax 
Credits

7/12/17 5:00pm 1:24
At the Capitol in 
Lansing, the 
Michigan house 
today voted on a tax 
incentive bill that 
could entice big 
businesses to our 
state. But some are 
calling this bill 
"corporate welfare". 
WZZM 13's Meghan 
Bunchman joins us 
now with the break 
down on how the 
"Good Jobs for 
Michigan legislation" 
would work.

Bridal Store 
Closes

7/14/17 5:00pm 2:16
Lots of worry and 
stress tonight for 
brides-to-be across 
the country, as a 
popular bridal store 



closes suddenly. 
"Alfred Angelo bridal 
store" on 28th street 
in Grand Rapids, 
was one of sixty 
locations shut down, 
leaving many 
women in a very 
tough spot. WZZM 
13's watchdog 
reporter David 
Bailey is here now 
to tell us why there 
is some hope in this 
case.

Spartan Nash 
Fast Lane 
Service

7/17/17 5:00pm 1:12
Another West 
Michigan grocery 
chain is making it 
easier to shop, 
without doing it 
yourself. Spartan 
Nash is offering a 
service called the 
"fast lane". WZZM 
13 consumer 
reporter Sarah Sell 
is in the information 
center with more on 
how it will work.

MIM: Breast 
Pump

8/3/17 6:00pm 1:40
It's world 
breastfeeding week, 
so we are featuring 
a product that 
makes life easier for 
busy moms. It is 
called "Pumpndo" 
{pump-an-do} and it 
allows women to 
pump breast milk, 
hands-free. WZZM 
13 Consumer 
Reporter Sarah Sell 
has the story.

Pro Trump 
Event

8/7/17 6:00pm 1.45
Right now in 
Muskegon, some of 
President Trump's 
most passionate 
supporters are 
rallying... with an 
eye on 2018. 
Tonight begins the 
one-year countdown 
to the "2018" August 
primaries. And an 
event on the 
lakeshore, features 
Michigan politicians 
who continue to 
support the 
president. WZZM 
13's Phil Dawson is 
live in Muskegon 



with more.

Stabenow in 
West Michigan

8/8/17 6:00pm 1:05
Michigan's U.S. 
Senator Debbie 
Stabenow is touring 
the state, pushing 
for more money for 
the great lakes... 
and she is getting 
questions about her 
re-election bid next 
year. There's been a 
lot of talk about 
musician "kid rock" 
running against her. 
WZZM 13's 
watchdog reporter, 
David Bailey asked 
her directly about it 
today and joins us 
now with more.

Muskegon 
Heights Road 

Millage

8/10/17 5:00pm 1:40
After years of 
dealing with 
potholes and other 
problems on roads, 
drivers in Muskegon 
Heights could soon 
see some smoother 
streets. This week, 
voters in the city 
approved a millage 
request to pay for 
needed street 
repairs. That means 
property owners in 
the city "will" be 
paying more in 
taxes. WZZM 13'S 
Jon Mills looks at 
how soon the city 
will put the money to 
work.

MIM: Palazzolo 8/10/17 6:00pm 1:45
Oprah Winfrey once 
featured it in her 
magazine...calling it 
great. Now, a West 
Michigan ice cream 
artisan is continuing 
to expand. 
"Palazzolo's" has 
stayed true to its 
Michigan roots... but 
now, it can be found 
as far away as 
Shanghai China. 
WZZM 13's Sarah 
Sell has the story.

Meijer Credit 
Cards

8/14/17 5:00pm 1:30
We begin this half 
hour with a 13 on 
your side consumer 
alert. If you have a 
credit card with 
Meijer or other retail 



store, you might 
want to be aware of 
changes to your 
account. People are 
warning others 
about it on social 
media. Consumer 
Reporter Sarah Sell 
looked into it... and 
is here with what 
she found out.

MIM: Windmill 
Cookies

8/17/17 6:00pm 2:19
The cookies have 
become a West 
Michigan 
staple...and now, 
they can be found in 
ice cream. 
Steenstra's Windmill 
cookies date back to 
the early 19-
hundreds when the 
family first came to 
the United States. 
WZZM 13's Sarah 
Sell, has the story.

GRPS and 
DACA

9/5/17 6:00pm 1:30
A short time ago the 
Grand Rapids Public 
School District held 
a news conference 
talking about the 
President's decision 
end DACA. WZZM 
13's Amir Abbas 
was there and joins 
us now live with 
their concerns. 
Some strong words 
from school leaders 
here in Grand 
Rapids saying they 
are deeply 
disappointed by 
President Trump's 
actions to end the 
DACA program. 
One of the reasons 
for the strong 
reaction is because 
there are youth in 
the DACA program 
who are currently 
GRPS students.

Meijer Credit 
Card

9/7/17 6:00pm 1:30
13 is on your side 
tonight... with an 
update on the way 
credit card 
companies 
calculates interest 
for millions of 
customers. The 
change is coming 
because so many 



customers 
threatened to cancel 
their cards. It's a 
story WZZM 13 
Consumer Reporter 
Sarah Sell first told 
you about last 
month. She's in the 
information center 
with the latest. 

Schuette in 
Governor’s Race

9/12/17 5:00pm 1:45
Now, your voice 
your vote, and a big 
name in state 
politics is expected 
to join the race for 
Michigan governor. 
Attorney General Bill 
Schuette is going to 
make an 
announcement a 
little more than an 
hour from now, at a 
barbecue in his 
hometown of 
Midland. WZZM 13's 
David Bailey is in 
the information 
center with a look at 
how the governor's 
race is shaping up.
David... this is one 
we've been 
anticipating.

Grand Action 
Leaders Retiring

9/15/17 5:00pm 1:12
Leaders of the 
group that 
spearheaded the 
boom in re-
developing 
downtown Grand 
Rapids are stepping 
down. And their 
message on what 
they've been able to 
do? "Mission 
accomplished." The 
co-chairs of the 
"Grand Action 
Committee" say 
they will retire from 
their posts at the 
end of the year. It's 
a story our partner, 
the "Grand Rapids 
Business Journal", 
first reported this 
morning. The 
business-based 
"Grand Action" non-
profit group has 
helped to spur more 
than three billion 
dollars in 



development in the 
downtown area. 
WZZM 13 watchdog 
reporter David 
Bailey is in the 
Information Center 
with more on the 
leaders' decision to 
step back.

Toys ‘R Us 
Bankrupt

9/19/17 5:00pm 1:25
We'll have much 
more on ArtPrize 
throughout the 
newscast. But right 
now, let's get to the 
news... starting with 
the potential impact 
of the Toys 'R Us 
bankruptcy... which 
was announced 
overnight. WZZM 13 
consumer reporter, 
Sarah Sell is 
following the latest 
developments... and 
has more from the 
Information Center.

No Fault 
Insurance 
Reform

9/26/17 5:00pm 2:14
Michigan is THE 
most expensive 
state in the nation 
when it comes to car 
insurance. Now a bi-
partisan group of 
lawmakers is trying 
to cut the cost of 
coverage. They held 
a news conference 
today, announcing 
new legislation 
which - they hope - 
will do the trick. 
According to "Insure 
dot com," the 
national average for 
car insurance 
premiums is just 
over 13-hundred 
dollars. The average 
in Michigan is 
almost double that: 
24-hundred. WZZM 
13 consumer 
reporter Sarah Sell 
was at today's 
announcement.

Local Issue: Our viewers tell us that education is important to them. WZZM provides information 
regarding education, may it be; budget cuts, students involvement, teachers, special programs, etc. We 
provide our viewers with the information they need. 



Program Date Time Duration Description

Aquinas Study 
Abroad

7/9/17 12:00pm .28
Aquinas College is 
planning a new 
educational center, 
but you won’t find it 
in Grand Rapids. 
That’s because it 
will be in the village 
of Tullycross in 
Ireland ... as part of 
the school's study 
abroad program. 
Students attending 
the program are 
expected to have 
access to the center 
in the fall of 2019. 
The privately-funded 
center will have 
many education-
based features... but 
will also have nine 
renovated iconic 
thatched cottages 
for up to 40 students 
and faculty. Aquinas 
College has sent 
students to study 
abroad in Ireland for 
nearly 45 years.

Ford Grand 
Rapids Roots

7/11/17 5:00pm 2:22
"President Ford 
loved Grand Rapids 
and Grand Rapids 
loved president 
Ford." Jerry Ford 
was a star athlete in 
high school and at 
the University of 
Michigan. He got his 
first taste of politics 
as a campaign 
volunteer. But 
during world war 
two, he enlisted in 
the Navy, where he 
was a decorated 
lieutenant 
commander of an 
aircraft carrier. Just 
before his death in 
2006, secretary of 
state, Donald 
Rumsfeld visited 
President Ford at 
his California home 
to give him the news 
that an aircraft 
carrier would be 
named after him…..
The Grand Rapids 



GRPS Teachers 
Contract

7/13/17 12:00pm .25 Board of Education 
unanimously 
approved a two-year 
contract between 
Grand Rapids Public 
Schools and its' 
teachers. The deal 
includes a new 
three-year 
compensation 
plan... that provides 
all teachers a 
compensation 
increase in the first 
year. The average 
salary for Grand 
Rapids Public 
Schools teachers 
has traditionally 
been among the 
lowest in the county. 
The new contract 
works to close that 
gap and district 
leaders hope it 
helps the district 
retain talented 
teachers. 

Public Works 
Camp

7/17/17 5:00am 2:35
Grand Rapids 
Community College 
has teamed up with 
area municipalities 
on a new camp that 
will have kids 
digging, building and 
organizing projects 
as a team. The 
Public Works Camp 
will take seventh- to 
ninth-graders 
through activities 
and tours of various 
municipalities to 
learn about public 
works careers and 
the vital role they 
play in our 
communities. 
Campers will see 
Grand Rapids' traffic 
control center, 
learning how the flux 
of vehicles and 
pedestrians is 
monitored and 
handled and will 
check out the views 
from the city's traffic 
cameras. The Public 
Works Camp, for 
students who will be 
entering seventh 



through ninth 
grades, will run from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
July 17 to 20 at 
GRCC's Leslie E. 
Tassell M-TEC 
facility, 622 Godfrey 
Ave. SW. You can 
register online.

Gerald R Ford 
Special

7/21/17 7:30pm 6:02
The boy scout 
council is also 
named after Gerald 
Ford, where a young 
Jerry became an 
eagle scout and got 
his start in 
community service 
that never stopped. 
Jerry Ford was a 
star athlete in high 
school and at the 
University of 
Michigan. He got his 
first taste of politics 
as a campaign 
volunteer. But 
during world war 
two, he enlisted in 
the Navy, where he 
was a decorated 
lieutenant 
commander of an 
aircraft carrier. A 
Celebration will also 
be held at the 
museum and the 
community will be 
able to watch the 
commissioning live 
on a jumbotron. It's 
another way to 
honor a man who 
will always be so 
important to the 
people of Grand 
Rapids.

Ada School 
House

7/27/17 6:00pm 1:30
As the renovation 
and reconstruction 
of downtown Ada 
continues, plans 
have been finalized 
for one of the 
village's most iconic 
structures. The little 
red schoolhouse. W-
Z-Z-M 13's Brent 
Ashcroft joins us 
from the Information 
Center with more, 
Brent.
Groundbreaking 
Ceremony for 



Preschool 
Groundbreaking

8/3/17 4:30am 2:53 Gilden Woods Early 
Care and Preschool 
on Thursday, 
August 3 at 11am. 
Gilden Woods Early 
Care and Preschool, 
located at 7294 
Kraft Avenue, 
Caledonia, Michigan 
49316, will provide 
infant and toddler 
care, full-and half-
day preschool, 
Young 5's, and 
before-and after-
school care for 
children ages six 
weeks to twelve 
years old from 6:00 
a.m. – 6:00 p.m., 
Monday-Friday.  
Fun, educational 
spring break, winter 
holiday, and 
summer day camps 
will also be offered 
for school aged 
children.  
Transportation will 
be provided to and 
from several local 
elementary schools. 
Every parent's 
favorite feature, the 
AppleCam – secure 
internet access, will 
allow enrolled 
parents to "visit" 
their child's 
classroom anytime 
during the day from 
their computer or 
mobile device.

Band Lawsuit 8/7/17 6:00pm 1:00
A Grand Rapids 
music company is 
"suing" two area 
school districts, after 
being excluded from 
a meeting for band 
students and their 
parents. WZZM 13's 
John Hogan has 
more now from the 
Information Center.

Ottawa School 8/8/17 6:00pm 1:05
While driving along 
Stanton Street in 
Ottawa County, if 
you're not looking 
for it, or know where 
it is, you'll likely 
drive right by it. It's 
known as the 



*Ottawa Station 
School*. It's been 
around since 
*before the Civil 
War*... and this 
weekend, a big 
*150th* anniversary 
is in store. W-Z-Z-M 
13's Brent Ashcroft 
joins us now from 
the Information 
Center to acquaint 
us with this amazing 
slice of local history, 
Brent.

After School 
Program 

Shutdown

8/10/17 5:00pm 1:40
The school year is 
quickly approaching. 
Parents of students 
from some Grand 
Rapids schools are 
facing a new 
problem, affecting 
their children's after 
school activities. 
The district is sent 
out a letter to 
parents, telling them 
three middle schools 
did not receive 
funding for "after 
school" 
programming this 
year. WZZM 13's 
Noah Fromson is in 
the information 
center with more. 
Noah?

Restorative 
Justice

8/11/17 5:00pm 1:47
Students across 
Michigan will soon 
be headed back to 
school. And when 
they arrive, their 
schools will have 
new policies on 
punishments. 
Schools are 
required to begin 
making the shift 
away from a zero 
tolerance mentality. 
Instead, they must 
practice "restorative 
justice." WZZM 13's 
Emma Nicolas joins 
us now from the 
information center to 
explain how the 
change is already 
taking place in local 
schools. Emma?
For some West 
Michigan students, 



Students 
Watching the 

Eclipse

8/21/17 5:00pm 1:21 their first day back 
to school included 
with this unique 
experience. 13's 
Jaleesa Irizarry was 
able to take in the 
eclipse with a few 
kids from North 
Godwin elementary. 
She continues our 
team coverage from 
the information 
center. Jaleesa, how 
was it?

BTS Safety & 
Diversity

8/25/17 5:00pm 1:18
School starts this 
Monday for Grand 
Rapids Public 
School students. 
District leaders and 
members of Grand 
Rapids Police 
department held an 
event this morning 
to stress the 
importance of back 
to school safety, 
especially leading 
into a holiday 
weekend.  And after 
a summer of 
preparing for the 
new school year, 
Superintendent 
Theresa Weatherall 
Neal shared some 
important words for 
her students. And 
not just about 
safety. She also 
spoke about a key 
national issue -- 
race. WZZM 13s 
Emma Nicolas has 
more.

One Good Thing 9/1/17 5:00pm 2:00
Time for Today's 
One Good Thing.
Someone or 
something that 
makes West 
Michigan a good 
place to live. One of 
the reasons I love 
One Good Thing, 
because I learn 
stuff. Like this: 
special needs adults 
in Michigan "age 
out" of the public 
school system when 
they turn 26. So, 
they need 
somewhere else to 



go on a daily basis 
that will work with 
them. Today's One 
Good Thing is one 
of those places…Jill 
DeVries emailed me 
about the "Bethesda 
Farm." It's run by 
John and Marcia 
Evans in Allendale…

GRPS and 
DACA

9/5/17 6:00pm 1:30
A short time ago the 
Grand Rapids Public 
School District held 
a news conference 
talking about the 
President's decision 
end DACA. WZZM 
13's Amir Abbas 
was there and joins 
us now live with 
their concerns. 
Some strong words 
from school leaders 
here in Grand 
Rapids saying they 
are deeply 
disappointed by 
President Trump's 
actions to end the 
DACA program. 
One of the reasons 
for the strong 
reaction is because 
there are youth in 
the DACA program 
who are currently 
GRPS students.

Grand Rapids 
Sex Assault

9/13/17 6:00pm 1:20
This next story is 
really disturbing.
Grand Rapids police 
are investigating the 
abduction and 
sexual assault of an 
Aquinas College 
student. WZZM 13's 
Jaleesa Irizarry 
spoke with police 
today and Jaleesa 
what do we know?

Whitehall 
Disabled Student  

Dispute

9/14/17 5:00pm 2:06
A Muskegon County 
couple is taking their 
children's school 
district to court. 
They say their 
daughter - who 
suffers from a rare 
and life threatening 
genetic condition - 
should be allowed to 
"stay" at her school. 
They're fighting the 
district's 



recommendation to 
bus her to a school 
outside the district.
 It's an unusual set 
of circumstances... 
leading to a hearing 
where an 
administrative law 
judge will decide 
which school the 
child will attend. 
WZZM 13's Jon 
Mills has more on 
events that lead to 
the hearing. 

Zeeland 
Elementary 

Raising Money

9/18/17 5:00pm .45
In Ottawa County... 
some students in 
Zeeland are helping 
those hurt by 
Hurricane Harvey. 
Quincy Elementary 
"adopted" the 
Cravens Early 
Childhood Academy 
IN HOUSTON... And 
will be sending their 
donations to those 
students and their 
families. Quincy's 
Principal put 
together this video 
to share why they 
took on this mission.

Schools & the 
Heat

9/25/17 5:00pm 1:45
Today's heat had 
many parents 
concerned about 
their children at 
schools with no air 
conditioning. Many 
schools in West 
Michigan today 
decided to take half 
days to beat the 
heat. WZZM 13's 
Noah Fromson joins 
us on the weather 
deck with more.


