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During the fourth quarter of 2013, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

 Monday - Friday  4:30-7:00AM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

 Monday - Friday 4:00-5:00PM 

 Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

 Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

 Monday - Friday 11:00-11:35PM 

 Saturday & Sunday  11:00PM-12:00AM 

 Saturday & Sunday  5:00-6:00AM / 6:00-7:00AM / 8:00-9:00AM 

 Sunday   9:00-10:00AM / 9:00-9:30AM 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



THE LIVE WELL NETWORK- 

On KGO-TV’s subchannels 7.2 HD and 7.3 SD, KGO-TV broadcasts the “Live 
Well Network,” a single free 24/7 over-the-air digital multicast platform channel 
providing viewers with a simulcast (D2 HD and D3 SD) original content focusing 
on home, health and lifestyle. 

The “Live Well Network” offers programs entitled Motion, Mirror, Mirror, Let’s Dish, 
Steven & Chris, Knock It Off, Sweet Retreats, Best Recipe, Food Rush and My 
Family Recipe Rocks, along with others.   
 
KGO-TV’S D2/D3 Live Well Network signal carries Public Service 
Announcements, and Children’s Core Programming as described in the Quarterly 
FCC 398 Children’s Report.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



During the fourth quarter of 2013, KGO-TV also aired the following 
regularly scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the 
problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired Sundays from 10:00 to 10:30am. 
 
 
SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs unit that 
provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm newscasts, 
and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  Office staff 
answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers seeking help 
with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit received 
over 4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 
 

During the fourth quarter of 2013, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

Unlock The Mystery of Cirque du Soleil: Backstage at Amaluna:  Join ABC7 
for a behind the scenes look at Cirque du Soleil’s, Amaluna.  We invite you 
to discover Amaluna, a mysterious island governed by goddesses and 
guided by the cycles of the moon.  It is the setting of an emotional love 
story about trust, faith and harmony.  We’ll show you what it takes to put 
on such a spectacular show.  From creation, to set-up and intense training, 
we’ll see how this captivating production takes flight.  This program aired 
on Sat. 11/16, 10:00-10:30pm, Sun. 11/17, 10:30-11:00am, Sun. 12/15, 1:00-
1:30pm. 
 
ABC 7’s Just Like Me: 
ABC7’s Cheryl Jennings shares the inspirational stories of families once in 
crisis, now relieved and full of hope thanks to The Taylor Family 
Foundation – a charitable organization dedicated to making a difference in 
the lives of children with life-threatening illnesses or life-altering 
conditions and their families. This program aired on Sat. 12/7, 3:00-3:30pm, 
Sat. 12/21, 4:30-5:00pm, Sun. 12/29, 1:30-2:00pm. 
 
In Grand Style: Celebrating Korea: 
We travel to Korea and explore not only the origins of these historic 
treasures, but also how they continue to influence the food, travel, and 
lifestyle in Korea today. From K-Pop stars to Korean delicacies, palaces, 
and vacation spots, we'll explore how this country's historic traditions 
continue to live on in Korea and beyond.  This program aired on Sat. 10/19, 
10-10:30pm, Sun. 10/20, 10:30-11:00am, and Sun. 10/27, 4:30-5:00pm 
 
ABC 7 Presents More to Explore: 
Host Dan Ashley provides an exclusive, behind-the-scenes sneak peek into 
San Francisco's new Exploratorium by highlighting all of its state-of-the-art 
features.  This program aired on Sun. 10/20, 6:30-7:00pm, Sun. 11/10, 10:30-
11:00am, Sat. 11/16, 10:30-11:00pm, Sat. 12/7, 3:30-4:00pm,  

ABC 7 News: Inside Bay Area Weather: 
The Bay Area is one of the few places around the world that offers so many 
different types of weather simultaneously. Go behind the scenes with 
ABC7's experienced weather team and learn more about what makes this 
region so unique. From microclimates to severe weather and changing 
patterns, we'll show you what lies ahead and what you can do to prepare. 
ABC7 News presents Inside Bay Area Weather!  This program aired on Sat. 
12/21, 5:30-6:00pm, Sat. 12/28, 4:30-5pm, and Sun. 12/29, 10:30-11:00am. 



 
 

SPONSORED EVENTS 
 
The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s day planner, 
“Around the Bay,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community 
events.  Each of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and 
aired for two weeks on a fixed schedule: 
 

 10/1 – 10/11   
Silicon Valley Cares:  Broomstick Ball (10/19)  
Community Gatepath:  The Power of Possibilities Lunch (10/24)  
 

 10/12 – 10/25   
United Nations Film Festival (10/17-10/27)   
Swords to Plowshares: Veterans Day Gala (11/7)   
 

 10/26 – 11/8   
Seton Medical Center Foundation:  Annual Hospital-A-Tea (11/8) 
California Independent Film Festival (11/7-11/10)   
SF State University: Taste of the Bay (11/13)  
 

 11/9 – 11/22   
GLIDE: Annual Holiday Festival (12/4)   
Oakland Museum: Native American Heritage Month 
 

 11/23 – 12/6   
Kimochi: Silver Bells Arts & Crafts Faire (12/14/13)   
Contemporary Jewish Museum: Family Gala (12/7)   
 

 12/7 – 12/20   
Under One Roof: Holiday shopping (thru 12/25)   
Goodwill:  Donate-A-Thon  (12/31)   
 

 12/21/13 – 12/31/13 
Project Roadblock PSAs, a TVB anti-drunk driving campaign 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the fourth quarter of 2013, KGO-TV aired over 900 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved a variety of topics.  Some of the PSA sponsors that aired in this quarter 
included:  Buzzed Driving Prevention, Wounded Warriors, Spina Bifida 
Association, Hunger Prevention, U.S. Marines, Childhood Asthma, Cal Traffic 
Safety, EPA-Radon Gas, Save the Children, Foreclosure Prevention, National 
Bully Prevention, Anon Family Groups, Veterans Crisis Line, Digital Literacy, 
Oakland Zoo, Feeding America, Federal Student Aid, Homeland Security, 
Community Housing Partnership, March of Dimes, and Ca. Dept. Public Heath. 

 
* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

 YOUTH ISSUES 

 ECONOMY 

 CRIME & LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 HEALTH  

 TRANSPORTATION 

 SPECIAL NEWS 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 



LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 
THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH 

 
 
ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Friday, November 29, 2013 – (2:17) 
 
$20,000 Donation Helps Youth Football Team: 
Thanks to our viewers, including one especially generous viewer, a Bay Area  
Pop Warner football team can contend for the national super bowl.  Zach 

Nelson,  
the CEO of NetSuite, donated $20,000 Friday morning to the Bay Cities Bulldogs  
Midgets. He said the team's pleas for financial support moved him.  ABC7  
viewers were also moved to the tune of $1,800.  The football tournament is next  
month in Orlando.  They still haven't reached their $40,000 goal.  Donations can  
be made to: gofundme.com, and an account has also been set up at Wells  
Fargo. 
 
 
ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Tuesday, November 12, 2013 – (2:30) 
 
Oakland Once Again Considering Curfews:   
There is a controversial plan being considered in Oakland to crack-down  
on teenagers involved in crime -- a day and night-time curfew for juveniles.  
The streets of Oakland are not getting any safer for young people. Police 
say this year, 11 minors have been killed gun violence and more than 600  
armed robberies were committed by juveniles.  Oakland City Council member  
Noel Gallo asks where does it stop?  Gallo is proposing a strict curfew for those  
under 18 -- every night from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. and on school days 8:30am-1:30pm  
Gallo says some teens that violate curfew could be cited, fined or even arrested,  
but that's not his goal.  "It costs a lot to lock kids up -- then they come out  
dumber, so it's a better investment to help kids before they get into juvenile  
system," he said.  Gallo wants youth centers established where curfew breaking  
teens could get counseling and support.  But critics say curfews don't work.  
Youth Uprising, an Oakland-based advocacy group, calls it a bad use of police  
resources.  "There's lots of reasons teens maybe on the street, I think it may  
create more barriers and make teens feel like you're being checked," Director of  
Youth Leadership and Civic Engagement Sikander Iqbal said.  This is the third  
curfew proposal Oakland has seen in the last three years, others have failed to  
win approval.  Gallo is willing to try again. 
 
 
 



 
 

(Youth Cont.) 

 
ABC7 NEWS 11PM - Saturday, November 16, 2013 – (4:40) 
 
San Francisco Celebrates Newest Hero- Batkid:   
Thousands of people helped turn San Francisco into Gotham City Friday to  
help make a 5-year-old boy's Make-A-Wish dream come true.  Miles Scott  
loves superheroes, none more so than Batman. Much like Batman battles  
villains, Miles has been fighting his own battle with leukemia since he was  
just a year old. Miles is now in remission and he got his chance to be  
Batkid for the day with the help of Make-A-Wish of the Greater Bay Area,  
the city of San Francisco, and thousands of well-wishers.  "This wish has  
meant closure for our family and an end to over three years of putting toxic  
drugs in our son's body" Miles' mom Natalie said.  Miles' day started with  
ABC7 News anchor Ama Daetz alerting BatKid that there was trouble in  
Gotham City. He took off in a Lamborghini outfitted as the Batmobile to go  
save a damsel in distress that had been tied up on the cable car tracks,  
catch the Riddler red-handed in a bank vault, and chase the Penguin  
through AT&T Park to rescue San Francisco Giants mascot Lou Seal.  Miles  
then received the key to the city and other special commendations from  
San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee, Police Chief Greg Suhr and other city  
officials.  Ama sat down with Miles and his family ahead of the big day to  
talk about their journey and what this outpouring of support has meant to  
them.  "The scale this big is just overwhelming for us," Miles' dad Nick  
said. "It's nothing we ever dreamed of." 
 

ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Friday, October 4, 2013 (2:37) 
 
Polly Klaas' Father Reflects on Anniversary of Her Disappearance: 
Today marks 20 years since the kidnapping of 12-year-old Petaluma resident 
Polly Klaas, and her father is using the grim anniversary to focus on progress 
that has been made in missing-child cases since then.  Polly was having a 
sleepover with friends at her mother's home on Fourth Street in Petaluma on 
Oct. 1, 1993, when she was taken from her bedroom by a knife-wielding intruder. 
Her body was found two months later in a rural area near Cloverdale.  Richard 
Allen Davis, now 59, was convicted in 1996 of kidnapping and murdering Polly, 
and remains on death row at San Quentin State Prison.  A commemorative 20th 
anniversary event was held Tuesday afternoon at the Fairmont Hotel in San 
Francisco.  The private event was organized by the KlaasKids Foundation 
founded by Polly's father Marc.  My wife and I had a really difficult time figuring 
how we wanted to address this milestone," Klaas said in a phone interview this 
morning. "This is not something we celebrate."  However, he said, the 
anniversary is significant and marks how much has been accomplished in terms 

http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/bio?section=resources/inside_station/newsteam&id=8698883
http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?section=news/local/san_francisco&id=9326618


of child safety since Polly's death.   
(Youth Cont.) 

 
ABC7 NEWS 6AM - Monday, November 11, 2013 – (3:57) 
 
A Look at the Risks Kids Face on Popular Social Media Sites:   
Many parents find it nearly impossible to keep up with what their kids are doing 
in the social space. We're back to warn parents about what kids are doing online 
and the potential risks they face.  Last year we did a story about what was on 
your teen's smartphone that you don't know about.  We thought it was time to 
update that story because it changes so quickly.  Instagram, Vine, Facebook. 
Those websites and mobile apps are the ones most parents know about. But 
there are more apps that parents don't know about that might set off alarm bells.  
For instance, Ask.fm is a lesser known website and app for iPhone and Android 
users.  It's a social site where people can ask questions anonymously and then 
receive the answers anonymously. Everything from "what kind of movies do you 
like?" to "ask me what celeb you want naked and I post a pic."  To sign up, you 
only need to be 13-years-old.  The non-profit organization Common Sense 
Media provides age-based ratings of social media sites. It gave Ask.fm very low 
marks for "positive messages." Dr. Shira Lee Katz is their director of digital 
media.  "The issue, of course, is if you get answers that are hurtful," she said.  
Ask.fm says users have the option to choose to ask questions anonymously, but 
they say millions of questions are asked every day by users who use their 
names.  Omegle is an open chat room popular among teens. Here too users 
only have to be 13 or older to sign on.  "You can talk to anyone," Dr. Katz said. 
"You don't know how old they are. You don't know where they're located. You 
don't know if they're male or female."  Omegle's tag line is users can to talk to 
strangers. On its site, the company states, "When you use Omegle, we pick 
someone else at random and let you have a one-on-one chat with each other. 
You're kept anonymous unless you tell someone personal information."  Omegle 
also writes, "safety is important and you can stop a chat at any time."  There are 
several apps young people use to find dates. Tinder is a popular one.  Like the 
others, you only have to be 13 to sign up for Tinder. However, Tinder says only 
six percent of their users are between 13 and 17 and that they do not target 
minors.  But don't despair, not all kids are making risky decisions with social 
media.  So here's my advice when reviewing apps and websites that your kids 
use. Ask yourself these questions:  Do they want your full name? Do they want 
access to your location? Do they want to know your birth date? All this 
information can be potentially shared with the public.  Also, look for sites with 
paid moderators. This shows there is someone watching and potentially 
reporting bad behavior.  And lastly, is there a way on the site to report 
inappropriate interactions?  In 2015 a new law goes into effect that if asked will 
make website operators take down negative postings about minors. 
 
 

http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?section=news/7_on_your_side&id=8866492
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/


 

(Youth Cont.) 

 
ABC7 NEWS 11AM - Friday, November 8, 2013 – (1:41) 
 
Teens Arrested for Armed Robbery of Middle School Student in Antioch: 
Antioch police have arrested two suspects after a middle school student was 
robbed.  We spoke with the mother of the victim who says all of this could have 
been prevented.  Police tell me two Deer Valley High School students were 
arrested at the school around 1 p.m. Friday.  Both were charged with armed 
robbery.  The woman's son is a student at Black Diamond Middle School.  Even 
though two Deer Valley HS students have been arrested for robbing her son with 
a gun, she's still afraid to reveal her family's identity; especially her son's.  "He 
said, 'this time he showed me his gun,'" the mother said. "I could hear his voice 
crack so I knew he was upset."  She says five high school students surrounded 
her 13-year-old son Thursday at a bus stop in Antioch.  "Then he said, 'give me 
all of your money,'" the mother said. "And he pulled up his shirt and showed him 
his gun."  The boy's mother claims the teen who had the gun even threatened to 
kill her son two weeks ago.  She's upset the suspect was in school Friday, one 
day after her son was robbed.  "I think they should have immediately sent out 
some type of alert over the phone to other parents so other parents can know 
the situation," she said. "What if it's another Colorado school shooting?  Then 
what?" As of Friday night, no parents from the victim's middle school or the high 
school have been notified.  The school district will only say that it's working 
closely with police. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(Youth Cont.) 

 
ABC7 NEWS 4PM - Sunday, October 27, 2013 – (2:25) 
  
Witnesses Recount Deputy Fatally Shooting Santa Rosa Teen: 
We're learning more in the ongoing investigation of a Sonoma County sheriff's 
deputy who shot and killed a 13-year old who was carrying a replica assault rifle. 
The collection of candles and balloons honoring Andy Lopez continues to grow 
and people continue to show up to pay their respects. Maria Marquez and Juana 
Rojas have attended the memorial every day since the shooting because they 
want to tell the boy's parents what they saw when he was killed.  "Y nosotros nos 
venimos detras de la patrulla hasta aqui, el estop," Rojas said.  She says they 
were right behind the patrol car at a stop sign. Rojas saw the deputies turn on 
their police lights, then drive over to where the teenager was standing in an open 
lot.  Rojas and Marquez say they heard the deputies yell in English "drop the 
gun."  "Abrieron la puerta de cada lado y sacaron la pistola y tas, tas," Rojas 
said.  She says almost immediately, both deputies then opened their doors and 
shots were fired.  Rojas and Marquez say deputies only yelled once before 
opening fire.  "Imediatamente le dispararon, no le dieron oportunidad de nada," 
Marquez said.  She says they fired immediately and didn't give him a chance to 
do anything.  Early on in this investigation, police compared how similar Lopez's 
replica assault rifle looks to a real weapon.  They've also explained that the 
veteran deputy who opened fire believed Lopez was about to point the replica 
assault rifle at him.  But the description of events these women give is different 
than what investigators have described.  "Both deputies exited their vehicles, but 
maintained cover behind their opened doors. One of the deputies shouted at the 
subject to put the gun down," Santa Rosa Police Department spokesperson Paul 
Henry said.  These women say the deputies shouted first, then got out of their 
car and fired.  Another witness we talked to earlier this week describes the same. 
"He pulled over to the kid walking side, and he just opened the door and 
shouted," Ismael Mondragon said.  The Sonoma County Sheriff's Office 
announced the FBI will conduct an independent investigation into the shooting 
death of 13-year-old Andy Lopez.  The sheriff's office released a statement 
saying, "The Sheriff will cooperate fully with the FBI and welcomes their 
participation. The Sheriff also wants to express his thankfulness to the 
community for how peaceful and respectful the memorials and protests have 
been in the aftermath of this incident. The Sheriff continues to express his 
sympathy to the Lopez family and the community."  On Friday hundreds of 
students marched to protest the shooting death of 13-year-old Andy Lopez.  
Hundreds also attended a vigil Thursday night for the young teen for a second 
night in a row.  In recent memory no one can remember this much outrage in 
Santa Rosa. Children and teens participated in a march that ended at the 
Sonoma County Sheriff's Department on Friday.  A memorial service will be held 



for Lopez at the Resurrection Church in Windsor on Sunday. 
 

(Youth Cont.) 

 
ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Thursday, December 12, 2013 – (1:52) 
  
Toys for Tots donations really low this year in Concord:  
Despite the generosity of donors, there is still a desperate need in Contra  
Costa County. Food and toys are running low at food banks and shelters at  
a time when the need is so high.  It seems like we hear this every year, so  
ABC7 News went to the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Center in Concord to see  
how low the donations are this year. Right now a small pile of toys is all they  
have to give to about 35,000 kids in the county.  "I was out checking on my cans  
and there was nothing in my cans, and I went in there and I'm just crying. I  
started crying," said Stephanie Surls, a Toys for Tots volunteer.  Surls keeps  
hearing how good the economy is, but her Toys for Tots drop boxes in Contra  
Costa County aren't reflecting it.  With a donation box not even half full, she said,  
"This is what I have and this barrel's been in here for over a month."  Last year,  
the U.S. Marines needed about 75,000 toys. This year the demand is up to  
100,000 and so far, they've only collected about a third of that.  "So if they have 

a  
very large order, we'll try to cut it in half so we can at least give the kids  
something for Christmas this year," said Marines Staff Sgt. Brendan Ludington.  

If  
the economy is doing so well, Jeremy Bishop, an unemployed welder and father,  
says he's not feeling it and neither is this pantry where he was receiving  
groceries. Donations have taken a huge drop there too.  "There's still fear that  
the economy could go down again," said Bishop.  "Is there enough left over for a  
$5 or $10 toy? Yes. But people are so focused on trying to make ends meet that  
they've forgotten about this," said Rolf Kvalrik, a Walnut Creek resident.  The  
U.S. Marines say you can donate online as well. They only have until December  
20th to reach the lofty goal. But as they say, Marines always complete the  
mission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
ECONOMY 
 
 
ABC7 NEWS 11AM - Thursday, December 26, 2013 – (2:15) 
 
Retailers Hope to Lure Shoppers with Deep Discounts:  
Thursday was a crucial day for retailers to see whether consumers are willing to  
spend to make up for what is being called a lackluster holiday shopping season.  
But traditional clearance sales may have lost their punch.  Not long ago, day 

after  
Christmas clearance sales meant 50 percent off. But some retailers in the past  
week already were offering that much off and more. The deeper the discount, the  
more it cuts into any hope of a profit.  Stores opened early Thursday morning, 

but  
the day kicked off with fewer shoppers than expected.  The concern is whether  
Dec. 26 clearance sales have lost their impact when retailers did so much  
discounting in the final days before Christmas. When some were offering 50-60  
percent off earlier in the week, how much deeper can they go?  Retailers found  
their in-store sales cannibalized by a big shift to online shopping. On top of that,  
Golden Gate University consumer psychologist Kit Yarrow says the improving  
economy caused a shift in what consumers wanted.  "A, people have been  
shopping online; B, really big ticket items, such as furniture and automobiles, are  
up, so some of that money that might have been spent on apparel, for example,  
is siphoned off to those big-ticket purchases that people have had pent-up  
demand for," Yarrow said.  Retailers are now hoping that consumers will start  
using an estimated $30 billion in gift cards that were purchased this season. The  
strategy is that almost two-thirds of shoppers spend more than the value on  
those gift cards.  There is concern now that lackluster holiday sales may  
claim a casualty -- a major retailer that may not be around next Christmas.  
That would reduce competition, but also give consumers one fewer choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

(Economy Cont.) 

 
ABC7 NEWS 11PM - Thursday, November 14, 2013 – (2:41) 
 
Tips to Limit Student Debt:  
It's the time of year when high school seniors are busy working on those college 
applications and parents are probably worrying about the loans and debt their 
children will have to take on. Consumer Reports has partnered exclusively with 7 
On Your Side to reveal some of the problems to be aware of when going into 
debt for school.  Student debt has reached an alarming benchmark. It now tops 
$1 trillion. Loans for higher education exceed all other consumer loans except 
mortgages. Two-thirds of college graduates carry a debt burden. Consumer 
Reports says it is twisting the lives of young people and creating a drag on the 
economy.  Kristen Mercado is proud of her college and graduate degrees, but 
says the $100,000 in student loans are crushing her.  "I'm sitting here sometimes 
wondering, oh, can I afford to go do food shopping today or do I need to wait 
until my next paycheck, and I'm sitting here feeling like what was the point?" said 
Mercado.  She says the loans take a quarter of her take-home pay as a social 
worker, leaving her barely enough money for living expenses. But government 
loans like Mercado's do have advantages over private loans. You may have the 
right to a temporary deferment or a flexible repayment plan.  Students should 
only get loans from private lenders, like banks, as a last resort, advises Suzanne 
Martindale, an attorney and student loan expert.  "Private lenders don't have to 
offer flexible repayment plans to students.  They may not come with fixed 
interest rates for example.  So that may make them costlier and riskier, harder to 
repay," said Martindale.  Other ways to minimize student debt - consider 
attending a state school. Submit the federal loan application, called the FAFSA, 
as early as you can. And borrow only what you really need, not the amount you 
qualify for.  Consumers Union, the advocacy arm of Consumer Reports, says, 
however, no matter how careful borrowers like Mercado are, their debt is having 
a profound effect on the economy.  "In record numbers, young people in their 
20s and 30s are delaying major purchases, such as buying a car, buying a 
home, starting a family," said Martindale.  "How could I even fathom having 
money to put down on a house," asks Mercado.  Consumers Union is calling for 
changes in current law so students get standardized, easy-to-read information 
about their financial aid options, including grants and scholarships, before they 
commit to loans. Also, students should have the right to refinance their loans as 



circumstances warrant. And private lenders should be required to offer flexible 
payment options as the government now does.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Economy Cont.) 

 

ABC7 NEWS 5PM - Wednesday, October 16, 2013 – (2:16) 
 



Signs Indicate Rebound in Bay Area Hiring: 
Resurgence in hiring has recruiters showing up in record numbers at a  
Peninsula job fair and more job seekers are turning out now after previously  
giving up.  In the past, job fairs like the one held Wednesday in Rep. Jackie  
Speier's Peninsula district would have normally featured mostly seasonal or part- 
time jobs, but that's fast changing as the economy sees the beginning of the  
recovery of jobs lost during the recession.  In San Mateo, more than 1,200  
applicants showed up Wednesday. It was by far, the largest of 10 job fairs that  
Congresswoman Speier has sponsored. More than 1,200 people showed up to  
meet a record-setting 60 recruiters and it appears to be a reflection of a strong  
rebound in Bay Area hiring.  "You still need to have a really sharp skill set to find  
the best job, your goal, your dream job. But I do think there is employment out  
there and that's turning. That's changing," said Rep. Speier's Deputy District  
Director Katie Ferrick.  The region added about 9,600 jobs a month last year  
according to a new report by the Bay Area Council. That puts us at 3.3 million  
jobs, matching the workforce in 2008 before the recession, and falling just  
300,000 jobs short of the 3.6 million jobs at the height of the dot-com boom in  
2001.  "It's always nice when you can have an event like this where you can  
come and meet someone face-to-face, hand them your resume, and have a little  
conversation," said job applicant Beth Villa.  Face-to-face recruiting fell out of  
favor during the recession when recruiters were flooded with applications. That  
could change as the job market transforms from a recruiter's market to a job  
seeker's market.  "We're not quite there yet. I'd say that we're on the cusp. I do  
believe if we continue to grow here in the Silicon Valley area like we have been, I  
do think the scales will turn and I think that employers will find themselves having  
to rethink about how they attract and retain quality talent," Wayne Rainey , a  
recruiter.  Employers are even turning to posting jobs on smartphones. "They 

can  
look for jobs not only when they're at home, but when they're at a bus stop or if  
they're at a laundry mat or in between chores. They can really quickly see what  
jobs are available and then get their resume to the top of the pile," said Proven  
CEO Pablo Fuentes. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(Economy Cont.) 

 



ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Monday, November 18, 2013 – (2:23) 
 
Improved Silicon Valley Economy Affecting Small Businesses:   
The economic comeback has made traffic congestion worse and has  
pushed up home and rent prices.  That's now having an impact on small  
businesses that can't afford the rising rents.  There's a saying a rising tide  
raises all boats.  But Hobee's restaurant has run into a patch of rough water  
because of rising rents as demand grows for office and retail space.  Just three  
years ago, the vacancy rate was 20 percent for commercial property in  
Silicon Valley. Now it's down to about 12 percent. Space is quickly being  
snapped up by start-ups, companies flush with initial public offering cash  
and by ever-expanding giants, such as Google. But that can have a negative  
impact on others as their leases come up.  Hobee's is a case example. Its  
Pruneyard Shopping Center location has been hit with a 100 per cent rent  
increase.  "They have every right to sort of get what the market will bear for it. It  
just happens to not to be the right fit for us. But that is happening around the  
Valley," said Hobee's Vice President and Area Manager Camille Chijate.  That  
means Hobee's at the Pruneyard will close right after the holidays. Its other six  
locations will remain open. A long-time customer sees the irony of an improving  
economy.  "It's good to have it come back, but to see people lose their location  
because it's too expensive now is kind of sad," said Hobee's customer Bea  
Shelby.  Office space is in such high demand; rental rates are back to pre- 
recession levels.  "This is really the strongest and widest array of demand that  
I've seen, even stronger than 1999-2000," said Cornish & Carey Commercial  
executive Phil Mahoney.  However, competition for workers puts pressure on  
companies to provide food service and other amenities. That puts a squeeze on  
area restaurants and retailers.  "They have incredible on-site amenities. They  
have their own chefs. They have their own dry cleaning. They have their own  
doctors in some cases even come in," said Mahoney.  Some landlords are  
reticent to raise rents too high, especially as new construction adds more  
inventories.  "Doubling the rent is really hard to believe. We have rental  
properties, too, but we're not doubling the rents. We're giving them about an 8  
percent increase just to cover the increase in the cost of servicing the 

properties,"  
said landlord Mark Shelby. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Economy Cont.) 

 
ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Tuesday, October 15, 2013 – (2:26) 
 



Lawrence Livermore Lab Facing Forced Shutdown:  
As the government shutdown drags on, the ripple effects continue to stretch from  
Washington to the Bay Area.  At the Lawrence Livermore Lab, 6,000 employees  
are suspending their research.  Many consider that not only bad for science, but  
bad for the local economy.  Winding down the lab means this is probably going 

to  
the last time Chris Work is going to eat out for a while.  "I'm going to be looking 

at  
Top Ramen and things like that for a while," he said.  The China Villa restaurant  
is anticipating a 60-70 percent drop in business.  "Yeah, that's a lot because we  
do at lunch time, most of customers from the lab," said Sammy Lang of China  
Villa.  Research labs are being shut down, and no one is sure how long it will be  
before they reopen.  "There are a lot of outside universities, a lot of universities  
that design experiments for us or perform them," said lab employee Reg Wood.   
"We just won't be able to do that for them. They'll have to wait, so we won't meet  
milestones, that sort of thing."  Resuming lab operations will be more difficult 

than  
them shutting down.  "It takes some time to get everything back on, test  
everything and make sure they're operating properly," said lab employee Will  
Smith.  "There'll be things that will probably suffer as a result, but they'll, we're  
good people, we'll get through it," said lab employee Kathy Hermes.  Rep. Eric  
Swalwell D-Pleasanton, whose district includes Livermore, is concerned the  
furlough and pay loss may hurt the national labs.  "If we are going to give them  
more uncertainty than they would have in the private sector and less pay than  
they would have in the private sector, there's really no reason for them to stay  
there. And, so, now we're also risking a brain drain," he said.  Lawrence  
Livermore Lab's employees will wrap up work on Wednesday. They will take  
Thursday and Friday as holidays.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(Economy Cont.) 



 
ABC7 NEWS 4PM - Saturday, November 30, 2013 – (2:49) 
 
Bay Area Stores Participate in Small Business Saturday: 
For those working to cross off items on holiday shopping lists, many Bay Area 
stores are participating in Small Business Saturday to encourage consumers to 
support local businesses.  Retailers say small businesses can offer a personal 
touch; something the big box stores can't.  Former San Francisco Mayor Willie 
Brown kicked off the local business event by shopping at Book Passage at the 
Ferry Building Saturday morning.  In the city's Noe Valley neighborhood, many 
24th Street businesses are hosting a toy drive and Santa letter-writing event 
while residents shop at businesses in the area.  In San Jose, the city's Office of 
Economic Development is urging residents to shop and eat locally as part of a 
city initiative to bolster small business growth.  Downtown Pleasanton 
businesses are hoping residents will shop "small" during holiday shopping 
sprees.  The Pleasanton Downtown Association is asking locals to find retailers 
in the region, many of which are offering discounts during the shopping event.  
The benefits of shopping local have been touted as creating jobs, boosting the 
local economy and creating a sense of community, according to the Pleasanton 
business association.  To promote downtown businesses in Morgan Hill, the 
community is also participating in Small Business Saturday. On Saturday 
morning a downtown shopping event on Monterey Road between Second and 
Thirds streets was scheduled. It included parking spaces converted into street 
art.  Small Business Saturday is a four-year tradition founded by American 
Express to create more demand for small businesses products and services.  In 
2012, an estimated $5.5 billion was spent locally during Small Business Saturday 
at stores throughout the country, according to American Express.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Economy Cont.) 



 
 
ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Monday, December 2, 2013 - 2:33 
 
Cyber Monday Deals May Not be Over:   
On Monday many of us searched online for holiday sales taking advantage of 
Cyber Monday deals. And you may have more time than you think to get in on 
the discounts. ABC7 News takes a look at Santana Row with a look at what kind 
of deals people are getting without ever leaving home.  Cyber Monday used to 
mean 24 hours of frantic shopping for deals, but some sites have extended the 
deals for two more days. And on Amazon, new deals are added as often as 
every 10 minutes.  The discounts alone catch your eye, especially ones as high 
as 50 percent, but the Cyber Monday countdown clock is sure to get your 
adrenalin pumping as the deals come to an end.  When asked if he was 
motivated by the 30 and 40 percent discounts online, online shopper Quillon 
Tsang said, "Absolutely. Savings is savings, you know."  However, some online 
retailers are extending Cyber Monday through Wednesday. And maybe you 
won't notice the fine print if you're shopping on a smaller screen. There is a big 
shift since Thanksgiving to mobile devices.  "We saw mobile traffic for online 
sales hit 40 percent, over 40 percent for the first time, driving 23 percent of 
online sales. That traffic was representative of how consumers are shopping, 
and it's just become part of their day to day," said Marc Dietz, an IBM Digital 
Analytics.  Online sales so far this Cyber Monday are up almost 19 percent, 
compared to a year ago. And mobile use is up 62 percent versus last year. And 
online shoppers are discovering they don't have to go the mall to get Black 
Friday specials; they're also offered online.  Adam Garske just bought his wife a 
watch this Cyber Monday.  Louie: "What kind of discount did you get?"  Garske: 
"About 40 percent, so, yeah."   Louie: "So you're happy with that?"   Garske: 
"Yeah, yeah, it was a good deal."   Louie: "So there are good deals 
online?"   Garske: "Absolutely."   
Once the orders are placed, the race is on to ship those orders. Palo Alto-based 
Shipwire is a global order fulfillment operation with seven warehouses around 
the world. Shipwire provided video to us of its Los Angeles facility. More than 
1,000 people are handling online sales for eBay, Amazon and other web 
retailers.  "Our software network delivers the orders logically to the warehouses, 
and then they're picked, packed and shipped from the warehouse, put onto UPS 
trucks, FedEx trucks and postal trucks, delivered to the end buyer. So they get it 
in one to two days," said Nate Gilmore, the shipwire business development vice 
president.  Over $2 billion in sales are expected to occur on Cyber Monday. And 
one of the big losers could be the state of California, which estimates it loses 
about $1 billion in use taxes from online sales. That could pay for 11,000 
teachers or 7,000 police officers. 

 

(Economy Cont.) 



 

ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Tuesday, November 26, 2013- (2:28) 
 
Walmart's Holiday Shopping Schedule Draws Ire: 
Some former workers are speaking out about Walmart staffing its stores with one 
million workers on Thanksgiving Day.  Retailers are quick to point out there are 
six fewer shopping days this year between Thanksgiving and Christmas. That's 
almost a full week so for Walmart and a few others, every day counts, including 
Thanksgiving.  One San Jose Walmart will open at 6 a.m. Thanksgiving morning 
and stay open for 36 hours, through midnight on Black Friday. A former Walmart 
associate says employees won't dare call in sick.  "If they call in, [Walmart 
managers] threaten to write them up or to fire them. They're afraid they're going 
to get fired if they don't come in," said former Walmart employee Lori Mandeville. 
 Walmart showed displayed a tabletop of specials that will be offered on 
Thanksgiving. From an iPad Mini for $299 to a 32-inch HDTV for $98, incentives 
for shoppers to come into the stores are plentiful.  But not all shoppers buy it.  "I 
don't like the idea. I think it's a family time. And last year I did go out after 
Thanksgiving with my daughter-in-law because there were certain things that she 
really needed to get, but just for me personally, it's a family day," said Connie 
Gray of San Jose.  Another shopper knows it's a hardship on employees, but 
that's the nature of retailing.  "I always feel bad for them, but sometimes you just 
got to do what you got to do," said Walmart shopper Diane White.  Kmart is 
joining Walmart in opening at 6 a.m. on Thanksgiving. And they're not alone. So 
are a number of other national retailers.  "Our associates understand that our job 
is to save our customers money so that they can live better. And here's a great 
opportunity to give them those savings that our customers can have a better 
holiday season," said Walmart store manager Chad Van Every.  The 
Schulenburg family knows what it's like not to have mom at home on 
Thanksgiving. She was at work the past two Thanksgivings. However, she 
believed she was helping others to save money.  "It's worth it because you're 
making sure that the customers are satisfied, and they get the deals. You know, 
that's all that you can have, is the deals, help, you know people with their money. 
I mean, the economy's not too great," said former Walmart employee Tara 
Schulenburg. 
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ABC7 NEWS 4:30AM - Monday, December 30, 2013 - (1:10) 
 
Ambulance Stolen During Daly City Emergency: 
An ambulance was stolen after it was used to respond to an emergency 
overnight in Daly City.  Paramedics were inside a home around 12:20 a.m. 
tending to a patient at a home on the 500 block of Schwerin Street when 
someone jumped into the ambulance and took off. The vehicle was recovered 
within five minutes a couple blocks away with small items missing. Police will not 
say what was taken.  Whoever stole the ambulance is still at large.  Police said 
the 911 call to bring medics to the home was legitimate and there is no word on 
what happened to the patient.  The ambulance is an American Medical 
Response vehicle doing business for San Mateo County. 

 
 
ABC7 NEWS 11AM - Monday, November 18, 2013 – (1:55) 
 
Google and Microsoft Team up to Block Child Porn: 
Silicon Valley tech titans are teaming up to fight the growing problem of child 
sexual abuse on the internet.  Google CEO Eric Schmidt says that his company 
has teamed up with Microsoft to develop state-of-the-art technology to tackle the 
problem. Schmidt said Google has put more than 200 people to work on the 
issue in the past three months. Google is fine-tuning search to prevent links to 
child sexual abuse material from appearing in results. Google is also showing 
warnings at the top of search results for more than 13,000 queries -- making it 
clear that child sexual abuse is illegal and offering advice on where to get help.  
Santa Clara County Sheriff Laurie Smith said the county's sex crime tax force 
has arrested ten people for child pornography this year and often that is just the 
beginning of their investigation.  "The Mayo Clinic did a study and it shows that 
76 percent of the people who view child pornography have also molested a child. 
So often when we are doing child pornography cases, we very often find victims," 
said Sheriff Smith.  Google is testing a new technology to identify illegal pictures 
when they appear on their systems. When they are identified, they are tagged 
with a unique digital fingerprint and all copies are immediately removed from the 
web.  Sheriff Smith is going to reach out to Google to see how her department 
can team-up to stop child porn. 

 
 
 

(Crime cont.) 

 
ABC7 NEWS 5PM - Tuesday, November 26, 2013 – (2:25) 
 



Students rally against San Jose State hate crime 
San Jose State University President Mohammad Qayoumi is accepting full 
responsibility for the recent hate crime that occurred in a school dormitory.   
That's not enough to satisfy angry students and the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. Four white students have been suspended and 
three are charged with misdemeanor battery hate crimes.  Qayoumi 
acknowledged his failing wasn't enough to satisfy African-American students and 
their supporters.  More than 100 students lined up near the dorm where a black 
student was tormented by his white roommates.  They wore tape over their 
mouths to protest how the university doesn't listen to them.  Some of them raised 
their fists to mirror the statue behind them of Olympic medalists Tommie Smith 
and John Carlos raising their fists in protest at the 1968 games in Mexico City.  
Qayoumi welcomed more dialogue with students.  "We need to have more 
communications with all of our students. Last night, we had great communication 
with some of our students and I hope that will be the beginning of more 
discussions that we'll have," he said.  Qayoumi left quickly before hearing a 
student leader complain they have been trying all year to warn him of problems.  
"Last semester when we were protesting and requesting to meet with you, we're 
trying our hardest to let you know that something was terribly wrong with the 
experience that African-American students are having at San Jose State.  But 
you did not want to hear us," said Gary Daniels, Senior political science major 
and spokesperson for In Solidarity, a coalition of student organizations on 
campus.  The California president of the NAACP assailed District Attorney Jeff 
Rosen for charging the three students with misdemeanor battery and hate 
crimes.  "This is a deeply disturbing, outrageous case and must be properly 
prosecuted as a felony in order to enforce hate crime victim rights," said 
California President Alice Huffman.  Rosen responded with a statement that 
read: "While we understand the outrage of those calling for even stiffer charges 
in this case, the charges are not a reflection of the degree of their racism. The 
charges are a reflection of their criminal conduct." A San Jose woman brought 
her two young grandchildren to support the students. "Something should have 
been done a long time ago. School started in August and just now they're taking 
care of the situation," said Donna Simmons of San Jose. The university plans an 
independent investigation. 

 

 
  
 

(Crime cont.) 

 
ABC7 NEWS 5PM - Thursday, November 21, 2013 – (1:55)  
 
Armed robbers strike 8 times in 4 hours in Vallejo:  



Police in Vallejo are searching for two suspects who committed a series of 
brazen armed robberies in just a few hours in some of their city's busiest 
shopping areas.  The robbery spree started around 5pm Wednesday.  "It's bold 
in and of itself just to do one, but to do so many in such a short period of time," 
Lt. Jeff Bassett told ABC7 News.  Vallejo police say even they are stunned by 
the number of armed robberies in their city Wednesday night. "We had about 
eight armed robberies in the course of about four hours, beginning about 5:00 
and ending around 9:15 last night. It looks like about seven of them, there's 
enough similarities between them that we think it's the same suspects," Bassett 
said.  One of the most violent robberies happened outside the Seafood City 
Market when two men wearing masks, bandanas, and hoodies approached a 
couple.   One carried a gun -- a blue steel revolver. The woman's purse was 
stolen. Her 64-year-old husband was pistol whipped when he refused to give up 
his wallet.  "One of the workers here, he saw it, but he can't do anything to help 
because there's a gun. He can't help the person," one shopper said.  "Don't lose 
your life for a few bucks," says Cyrus Charles. He works private security at 
Vallejo Plaza where Seafood City is located. "We have some guys going around 
being stupid, out here robbing people for the belongings that they've worked for 
all their life, and these guys are just little thugs. That's what they are," he said.  
Another robbery was in the parking lot of Pep Boys and another was outside the 
Costco on Plaza Drive. Others victims were apparently followed home from a 
local Safeway.  Police got a grainy photo of a possible suspect car from a 
surveillance camera at Costco. Witnesses described a late model Lexus, 
possibly blue with silver trim. 

 
 
 
 

 

 



(Crime Cont.) 

 
ABC7 NEWS 5PM - Tuesday, November 12, 2013 – (4:35) 
 
Residents Combat 'Door Knock' Robberies with Camera Systems: 
Police are reporting a big surge in so-called "door knock burglaries" all over the 
Bay Area. That's when thieves knock on your door and if you don't answer, they 
break in. But now, more and more homeowners are catching these guys on 
camera to help police. 7 On Your Side found out more about how a surveillance 
system can help keep your family safe.  It's always been homeowners who are 
surprised by burglars.  Now, more and more, it's the burglars who are shocked 
when they find out their crimes were just caught on camera. Surveillance 
cameras scare off intruders and they lead to arrests. So we decided to show how 
you can protect your home with video surveillance.  Some of the crimes captured 
on camera are stunning. In one, a team of burglars was caught on camera in 
San Jose.  A woman clutching a baby was seen on camera knocking on the front 
door. No one answered, so her partners broke into the back of the home.  
Another video showed burglars in San Leandro who never knew a camera was 
watching as they cased a house, then quietly pulled up a car, and wrenched 
open the back window.  In another case, two men kicked their way into an El 
Cerrito home only to realize a camera had captured their crime. One tried to 
knock it out, but it was too late.  Calvin Laporte-Anderson from Cali 
Communications and Wiring has installed cameras at dozens of Bay Area 
homes just this past year, as more and more homeowners use surveillance to 
catch thieves and vandals who threaten their comes. Forget the grainy pictures 
of the past, today's high definition cameras clearly show faces. Many will send 
you video of the break-ins as they are happening, wherever you may be.  "I 
thought it's about time for me to install a camera," said Fremont resident Hasan, 
who couldn't figure out why he wasn't receiving his mail. So he installed a $350 
do-it-yourself camera under his roof, wired it to his computer, and then found out 
why.  "I saw the young lady came into my driveway," said Hasan.  While he was 
at work, his camera detected motion, and sent an alert to Hasan's smartphone.  
He downloaded the video, saw the postman deliver a package to the front porch 
and then saw the hit. 

 

 

 

 

 



(Crime Cont.) 

 

San Francisco homeowner Bernice Fischer wanted surveillance cameras to 
catch the vandals who kept spraying graffiti and breaking planters at her San 
Francisco apartment house. She said, "When you do go in and buy something, 
you better know up front how you're going to install it."  Fischer bought a do-it-
yourself surveillance kit with eight cameras for $1,600, then stared at all the 
wires. She would have to run cable between walls two feet thick, drill into bricks 
and link the system to her Internet. She hired Laporte-Anderson.  "They came in, 
they ran the conduits, got the cameras adjusted. To me it's well worth it," said 
Fischer.  Laporte-Anderson's help doubled the cost to about $3,500, but she now 
has a crystal clear panoramic view.  "We are seeing more people looking for this 
type of surveillance," said Alicia Abigana, a Home Depot manager.  So what 
options are best for you?  A $150 nanny cam can sit on a shelf and transmit the 
picture wirelessly to your computer. That's simple enough.  One kit we looked at 
for $300 comes with four cameras, but requires running cable to a recorder. It 
requires a little more work.  A $249 wireless kit can come with two cameras and 
a portable monitor, but you'll need a good Wi-Fi connection and you need to be a 
little tech savvy.  Expensive models like a $2,100 dome camera can give you 
benefits like a sharper picture, night vision, durability and video storage.  Any 
camera scares off intruders.  Another way to get surveillance is if you use a 
security company like ADT or Bay Alarm, you can add cameras to your 
packages. The companies charge a monthly fee to monitor both the burglar 
alarm and the security cameras. Prices depend on the size of your system and 
how many cameras you want. If you have broadband at home, you can do this 
for as cheap as $150. 

 
ABC7 NEWS 4PM - Friday, November 1, 2013 – (2:20) 
 
Piedmont Installing Cameras at City Entrances: 
Surveillance cameras are being installed at entrance points into the city of 
Piedmont.  They're supposed to capture the license plates of every car entering 
the city.  There will be more than a dozen locations using multiple cameras on all 
major streets.  Piedmont leaders approved the plan in June as part of an effort to 
fight crime in the city. 

 

 

 



(Crime Cont.) 

 

ABC7 NEWS 4PM - Wednesday, October 30, 2013 – (2:10) 
 
Arrest Made in Case of Stolen Excavators: 
Police have made an arrest in the theft of some construction equipment in the 
East Bay.  ABC7 news first reported on the stolen equipment case earlier this 
week after the heavy equipment was taken from a construction site near Clayton. 
It was found in eastern Contra Costa County near Byron.  Workers were puzzled 
as to how exactly someone managed to steal two 20,000-pound, $130,000 
Caterpillar excavators from the site of a water pipe construction project along 
Marsh Creek Road in Contra Costa County last week.  The California Highway 
Patrol recovered both units Tuesday night from an undisclosed location in Byron. 
They also made one arrest and they are hoping to make more because thefts 
like this are becoming a trend. The Department of Motor Vehicles does not 
register equipment like the excavators, so it is easy to resell.  The CHP returned 
both units to their rightful owners at McGuire & Hester construction on 
Wednesday. The company is just one of many being struck by similar thefts. 

 
ABC7 NEWS 4PM - Saturday, October 26, 2013 – (2:12) 
 
Urban Shield Training Takes Place in Bay Area: 
Thousands of first responders across California are taking part in a very realistic 
training exercise this weekend in the Bay Area called Urban Shield.  Thousands 
of first responders across California taking part in a very realistic training 
exercise this weekend in the Bay Area called Urban Shield.  Part of their training 
involves a mock shooter on a school campus. In the drill, terrified students ran 
from a Castro Valley elementary school after a gunman fired shots on campus. 
The realistic situation is a vital exercise for first responders.  "We try to replicate 
what happens in these situations and we purposely try to make it chaotic, and we 
purposely try to make it a mess. So that when and if and hopefully this never 
happens -- teams will be ready," said Alameda County sheriff's spokesman JD 
Nelson.  This training session was one of many across the Bay Area this 
weekend part of Urban Shield -- the largest real life drill for police and fire in the 
country.  Sadly, this scenario comes just days after a school shooting in Sparks, 
Nevada which left one teacher and the student shooter dead.  "It's one of those 
things that if your organization isn't practiced on and you're not ready to confront 
it -- you're going to find yourself in a bad situation someday possibly," said 
Contra Costa Sheriff's Dept Sgt. Jonathan Gackowski.  The realistic training will 
continue on Sunday. 

 

 



 

HEALTH ISSUES 

 
Beyond the Headlines 10AM - Sunday, November 24, 2013 - (30 Minutes) 
 
Affordable Care Act Hosted by Cheryl Jennings:   
ABC7's Emmy award-winning public affairs show, "Beyond the 
Headlines," provides in-depth coverage of the topics and issues facing the 
people of the Bay Area.  Throughout the year, "Beyond the Headlines" airs half-
hour specials on issues, ranging from Bay Area housing to same-sex marriage.  
This week's episode of "Beyond the Headlines" looks at the Affordable Care Act, 
also known as "Obamacare."  Effective March 31, 2014, all Americans will be 
required to have health insurance or will have to pay a fee if they choose not to 
participate.  The Affordable Care Act's nationwide enrollment has been 
surrounded by multiple problems and a lot of confusion. Many still have hope 
that it will lead to a healthier California and a healthier country.  Today's guests 
offer tips to help clarify our changing healthcare system, as well as provide local 
resources for finding the right healthcare plan for you. 
 
 
ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Sunday, December 8, 2013 – (2:11) 
 
New iPhone App Offers Healthy Dinners for Delivery in San Francisco: 
Eat quickly, or eat healthy. That's always been the dilemma. But now, a local 
company is out to change that. Starting Monday night, a new delivery service 
promises cheap, healthy meals delivered across San Francisco within minutes.  
Stephen Tse works long hours at a startup. And that means no stopping for 
dinner. A few weeks ago, he would've eaten pizza, but now he will eat something 
that's actually healthy.  "Nothing oily or overcooked or anything like that," said 
Tse.  Tse shares an office with Sprig, a dinner-on-demand food service. And he's 
one of their first customers. Sprig is an iPhone app where you push a button and 
a healthy meal shows up, usually within 20 minutes.  The magic doesn't start 
when you push the button. It actually started hours earlier when they took a 
vacuum-sealed bag of ingredients and put them into a steaming hot bath of 
water. In order to change the way your food gets to you, Sprig had to change the 
way they cook it.  Nate Keller is Sprig's executive chef. He learned to do the 
concept when he was executive chef at Google.  "Cook for incredibly large 
amounts of people and yet keep the quality the same that you would find in a 
restaurant," said Keller.  Sprig cooks almost everything sous vide - French for 
under vacuum pressure.  It keeps all the moisture and flavor locked in so they 
don't have to slather it with sauce. They cook it almost all the way.  "And then 
we'll finish it on the stove to give it that nice crispy crust," said Keller.  And the 
last bit of cooking happens right when you order, meaning it's hot, fresh and out 
the door in a few minutes.  "We just don't use a lot of extra butter. We make sure 
that we, you know, don't laden our food with salt and sugar," said Sprig CEO.  



 (Health Cont.) 

 
ABC7 NEWS 4PM - Friday, December 06, 2013 – (2:35)  
 
Fitness Trackers Gaining Popularity: 
Could the latest diet craze be as simple as taking a walk? More people are 
tracking their steps to lose weight and many are using technology that was 
developed in the Bay Area to do it. Fitness advisors say wearable electronics are 
getting people off the couch and on their feet.  Chris Hanrahan walks five miles a 
day just running around his game store in downtown Oakland.  He knows exactly 
how many steps he takes thanks to a tiny tracker in his pocket called a Fitbit.  
"It's changed my life basically," Hanrahan said.  It is one of a growing number of 
wearable electronics that has people wiring up to lose weight.  Hanrahan says he 
"went from like a XXL to a medium and a 40-inch waste to a 29-inch waist." He 
started using the Fitbit about two years ago.  "I hate exercising with a passion, 
and walking to me isn't exercise," Hanrahan said.  Stores like the Best Buy on 
Harrison Street in San Francisco have struggled to keep them in stock.  "At one 
point there was such a large demand, you know, they were just flying off the 
shelves," Best Buy fitness expert Mohammed Bukhari said.  Two San Francisco 
companies are leading the pack.  Jawbone and Fitbit track your movement 
during the day and record your sleep pattern at night. They also come with free 
apps that help you keep track of the number of calories you burn and eat. Enter 
in what you ate on the Fitbit app, or just scan a barcode with the Jawbone app.  
Fitbit released its newest device last month, the Flex Force.  "We've grown from 
80 employees to 200 employees the past two years; our products are carried in 
over 20,000 stores worldwide," Fitbit co-founder James Park said.  He got the 
idea from the Nintendo Wii, the first game that allowed people to interact with 
games by moving.  "I was just really amazed at the way Nintendo combined 
sensors, motion sensors with software, and really changed the way people 
thought about gaming," Park said.  That technology has evolved into a number of 
wearable devices and scales to help people get trim.  Travis Bogard heads up 
Jawbone's wearable fitness category. "We know there's this huge gap between 
intention and action - what people think they are doing and what they are actually 
doing," he said.  Jawbone's wearable fitness device is called UP.  "The band 
tracks your movement throughout the day passively, and your sleep at night, and 
then in the application you can see what you are doing," Bogard said.  Both the 
Jawbone and Fitbit apps allow you to set goals and share them with your friends 
on social media. The Fitbit Flex and jawbone UP both cost just under $130.  
Sharon Meyer is a nutrition counselor at California Pacific Medical Center in San 
Francisco. She's recommended wearable fitness trackers to patients. 
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ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Tuesday, December 3, 2013 – (3:43) 
 
7 On Your Side Helps Woman Get Broken Wheelchair Replaced: 
Ann Vidmar, a San Ramon woman with multiple sclerosis finally has the working 
power wheelchair that Medicare first approved for her last year.  This comes 
after 7 On Your Side's Michael Finney stepped in three different times to help. 
And over the course of an entire year, was finally able to clear the final hurdle.  
As late as October, her husband John Vidmar said she was ready to give up.  
"She already said 'I don't want a chair just forget about it.' I said 'no way, you 
should get it,'" John said.  The situation reached a critical stage last year when 
she was weak and constantly falling.  "I'm very scared. I kind of shake inside and 
there's nothing I can do. I know I'm falling, but I can't grab anything," Ann said.  
John showed us an area in the house where he found her one day lying in a pool 
of blood after she struck her head in a fall.  It was after that incident that 
Medicare approved Ann's request to get a power wheelchair.  There was only 
one problem. The couple says the chair she got from the scooter store didn't 
work.  "The chair was not used at all because she couldn't use it. It was 
unusable," John said.  John said for five months, they unsuccessfully pleaded 
with the scooter store for help and finally decided to call 7 On Your Side.  We 
contacted the scooter store and it immediately agreed to take the chair back.  
But Medicare refused to approve Ann for a new one because it said the scooter 
store didn't return the money it received for the original chair.  Again, the Vidmars 
called 7 On Your Side complaining once again about the scooter store.  "After 
Channel 7 got in touch with them, they returned the money," John said.  It would 
later become public that scooter store was under investigation for Medicare and 
Medicaid fraud.  It ultimately closed down after Medicare removed it from a list of 
authorized vendors.  But the Vidmar's troubles were not over.  Medicare refused 
to approve Ann for a new wheelchair and instead constantly asked for more 
paperwork.  "Everything they told me to do, I did and still it didn't work," Ann said. 
 This went on for another five months. So the Vidmars called 7 On Your Side a 
third time.  This time we called Medicare and spoke with David Sayen, the 
regional administrator.  He says a medical need must be documented before the 
power wheelchair can be approved.  "So that can take some time, but it should 
happen in a couple of days," Sayen said.  If it takes longer that, a Medicare 
patient should call HICAP, the health insurance counseling and advocacy 
program.  HICAP volunteers are standing by to help you navigate the 
bureaucratic maze.  What happens when you call HICAP?  "I think what they're 
going to get is somebody that's familiar with the Medicare process, somebody 
that's worked through similar situations with other people," Sayen said.  Medicare 
declined to comment on Ann's case specifically.  But shortly after being 
contacted by 7 On Your Side, Medicare approved Ann's power wheelchair.  "This 
is beautiful. 7 On Your Side, they work for me really well," Ann said.  Open 
enrollment for Medicare ends December 7.  

http://www.cahealthadvocates.org/HICAP/
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ABC7 NEWS 11PM - Friday, December 06, 2013 – (3:45) 
 
Four People in the South Bay Die Due to Cold Weather: 
Officials in the South Bay confirmed Friday afternoon that four people died this 
week due to the cold weather conditions. All of the victims were homeless.  
Santa Clara County health officials don't want to lose any more people due to the 
cold weather, which is why they'll be stepping up their efforts in reaching out to 
the homeless.  Since Nov. 28, four homeless men, all in their 40s and 50s, have 
died from hypothermia in Santa Clara County. According to county health 
officials, one person died in a garage in Saratoga. Three others died in San Jose 
-- one at Lincoln Ave. under a freeway, another under a bridge along Highway 87 
at Delmas Ave, and another person at Curtner and Canoas Garden avenues.  In 
response to the four deaths, three of which took place over the past two days, 
Santa Clara County's three emergency shelters will be open all day in addition to 
all night, and they'll be adding more beds, from 275 beds to 650 beds. They say 
no one will be turned away and outreach workers will be making more of an 
effort to persuade the homeless to take advantage of the shelters. The public is 
also being asked to help.  "What they can do out in the community to assist or 
help, in which I greatly appreciate the need and compassion in this community is 
impressive, what's really important to understand is this is something that should 
never happen in this community," EHC Lifebuilders CEO Jenny Niklaus said. 
"But while it is occurring we need great resources. We need things like blankets 
and socks, ponchos, all of those things are really important."  Outreach workers 
know many of the homeless will insist on staying outside in the cold, so they will 
be going to homeless encampments offering blankets, ponchos and socks, items 
which they say they will always gladly accept from the public as donations.  
County officials say they will find a place for everyone who asks for a warm place 
to sleep.   
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ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Tuesday, November 26, 2013 – (4:23) 
 
Inspectors Planning to Better Regulate Food Trucks: 
Food trucks have grown in popularity these last few years and now county health 
inspectors are looking at better ways to crack down on rogue operators.  With 
these trucks roaming from place to place, even from county to county, it can be 
difficult for inspectors to keep track of them. That's raising concerns about some 
of the food they sell.  Mike and Daniella Patterson toast each other with the 
glasses they gave their wedding guests this past summer. Their reception was 
set in a beautiful backyard at their suburban Bay Area home. Everything was 
perfect except one important thing.  "I had to apologize repeatedly to our guests," 
said newlywed Mike Patterson.  The food truck they hired to cater their wedding 
didn't show up on time.  "Went on to our first dance and the hours went on and 
the food truck wasn't there," said newlywed Daniella Patterson.  The contract the 
couple signed with Gourmet Rockstars stipulates the company was supposed to 
begin set up at 5 p.m. Daniella says the truck finally showed up nearly five hours 
late.  That doesn't surprise the Alameda County Environmental Health 
Department. The department has been after the company for two years.  "In the 
case of Gourmet Rockstars, we have no idea where they are getting their food 
from, what kind of preparation they're doing, how they're treating the equipment 
on the vehicle," said Don Atkinson-Adams of the Alameda County Environmental 
Health Department.  The county ordered the food truck closed in 2011 for, 
"Failure to obtain a valid health permit," and for, "Operating with imminent health 
hazards."  Violations included not having hot water for hand or utensil washing 
and inspectors also found ground beef sitting on a steam table at 63 degrees. 
The proper temperature is below 41 degrees for cold food and above 135 
degrees for hot food.  "We've had reports of them operating, we've not been able 
to actually catch them in the field," said Atkinson-Adams.  Mohammed Qadir of 
Gourmet Rockstars told 7 On Your Side by phone that the company is no longer 
in business.  He says it shut down a year ago, but only agreed to cater the 
Patterson wedding as a favor to a friend. He also says the contract didn't call for 
dinner to begin until 9pm. The contract did not specify the dinner time, only that 
the event was to be held from 7 p.m. to midnight.  Qadir declined an on camera 
interview.  The problem of unlicensed food truck operators is more common than 
inspectors would like.  Imelda Reyes is with the San Francisco Department of 
Public Health.  "There is a lot of illegal food vendors out there," she said.  Health 
inspectors from around the Bay Area have been meeting to discuss ways to 
better keep track of vendors.  Alameda County is implementing the most 
aggressive program in the Bay Area. It's been holding informational meetings to 
inform operators of the new policies. The new guidelines include a green, yellow 
and red scoring system that must be posted on the truck.  Green means the 
truck passed its health inspection. Yellow means the truck passed with 
conditions. Red means the truck failed its inspection and has been closed.  



Alameda County will  

 

(Health Cont.) 

become the only Bay Area county to require the scores to be posted.  "And as a 
consumer when you walk up, you have a little more confidence that that truck 
operates well, as far as food safety," said Atkinson-Adams.  Adriana Rico 
operates the Tala Taco and Burritos truck in Oakland. Her truck passed 
inspection.  She personally recalls an unpermitted food truck making a 
construction crew it served sick.  "The next day about 10 of the guys didn't show 
up because they had stomach, they're stomach was upset. So there is a lot of 
those trucks that are out there that don't keep up to code," said Rios.  Eric 
Rivera, who runs a Puerto Rican food truck, that also passed inspection, in 
Alameda, agrees more needs to be done.  "They obviously want to make it to 
where these food trucks are no longer the roach coaches that people would call 
them," he said.  Alameda County plans to implement its new rules in six months. 
Meanwhile, the counties continue to meet with each other in a bid to better keep 
track of food trucks that consistently move around. 

 
ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Wednesday, November 13, 2013  - (2:42)   
 
Memo: Radioactive Waste Found on Treasure Island: 
The Center for Investigative Reporting has obtained a state health department 
memo from June that says workers found radioactive shards buried in lawns 
near apartments on the western side of the island.  State officials said there was 
no guarantee the area was safe. The memo warned there could still be 
radioactive waste in the ground where children could uncover it.  Earlier this 
year, the city of San Francisco sent letters to residents on the island saying low-
level radioactivity in the soil did not pose a threat.  Treasure Island resident 
Andre Patterson says his brother lives right next to where they recently found a 
highly radioactive hunk of metal. He lives in subsidized housing and says he was 
never told about these radioactive risks.  "If we put you out here on radiation, 
and we failed to disclose that there was radiation out here... because I would 
have never moved on this island here had they told me there was radiation," said 
Patterson.  The U.S. Navy left Treasure Island in 1997 and it has been cleaning 
up parcels of contaminated land before turning them over to the city of San 
Francisco.  Environmental advocates say that process is taking a long time 
because more and more contaminated items are being found.  Saul Bloom from 
ARC Ecology says the Navy sometimes buried radioactive materials to help train 
technicians how to find them.  Mayor Ed Lee says these new reports are a 
concern, but there have been no incidents where residents have discovered 
these radioactive items, yet. He told ABC7 News, "There are speculative ideas 
that if you dig up certain areas, you may find something and that's why we insist 

http://cironline.org/node/5549


that the Navy continue making sure all their cleanup efforts are thorough."  More 
than 500 radioactive fragments have been found by crews since 2011. 
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ABC7 NEWS 11PM - Friday, October 25, 2013 – (1:50) 
 
Parents, Nurses Discuss Kaiser Hayward Pediatric Ward Closing: 
Friday night in Hayward, parents had the chance to make themselves heard on 
an issue they believe will hurt their families. Kaiser Permanente is under fire for 
closing a pediatric ward in Hayward in a month from now.  Chloe Green is pretty 
good at connecting the dots in her coloring book, but when she was just days 
old, she had to spend some extra time at Kaiser Permanente Hospital in 
Hayward. Her dad says having a local hospital helped a lot.  "Being with our 
neighbors, our family, close to our home, took a traumatic situation for our family, 
but made it somewhat more manageable," said David Green, Chloe's dad.  
Kaiser has been planning to shut down this hospital and move to a brand new 
one in San Leandro next summer. During a town hall meeting, nurses raised 
concerns to parents after learning that pediatrics will be shut down there in a 
month.  "We thought that we would be dealing with this about a year down the 
road, it would give us time to alert the public of the dangers," said nurse Robert 
Marth.  For some parents the news is a shock.  "I'm speechless right now to 
even think that there's going to be nothing, except in Santa Clara, and all the way 
in Oakland, and then if they're full all the way to Roseville?" said Carolyn Lunger, 
a parent.  When the pediatrics department closes in Hayward on November 
17th, children to who need to be admitted will be sent to Kaiser in Oakland. A 
vice president at Kaiser Permanente says they're shutting down the pediatric 
center in Hayward in about a month so they can transition their whole medical 
team up to Oakland so they can be trained together as a team and be ready for 
their new facility to open next summer. Kaiser promises a bigger, better 
children's department with specialized care.  "Studies show that children do 
better in facilities and centers that are specifically designed for them," said Tom 
Hanenburg, the vice president of Kaiser Permanente.  Hanenburg says that most 
pediatric care is provided at doctor's offices and those aren't moving. 
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ABC7 NEWS 11PM - Wednesday, November 20, 2013 – (1:50) 
 
Central Subway Boring to Pass Under Union Square: 
San Francisco's Central Subway project is about to pass an important milestone, 
as the tunnel boring machine passes under Union Square.  Starting Wednesday 
night the subway work will be going on 24/7. Some of the work and equipment 
you can see above ground, but most of it is so far down that you can't see it, 
hear it, or feel it.  On the surface of Fourth Street, just South of Market, you 
would never know that a tunnel boring machine is building a tunnel about 85-feet 
below. Video from the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency shows 
the boring machine. As it makes steady progress, it will pass beneath Union 
Square this weekend at 95-feet below the surface.  "We're very excited, we're 
about to enter what we call the BART undercrossing," said John Funghi the 
Central Subway program director.  The machine is now moving north from 
Fourth Street, crossing underneath Market Street and existing transit tunnels.  
"There's four existing tubes on Market Street. We have BART and the two tubes 
on Muni. And basically, a perpendicular crossing of those four tubes," said 
Funghi.  The tunneling began earlier this year at Fourth and Harrison. After 
passing underneath Union Square, it will eventually end at Powell and 
Columbus, where the tunneling machines will resurface at the old Pagoda 
Theater site in June.  Stockton Street between Market and Geary has been 
closed to vehicular traffic since January to accommodate a variety of subway-
related work, but it will re-open Friday for the holiday shopping season, closing 
again January 2. That's a true holiday gift for one FedEx delivery person.  "We 
extremely heavy this time of year and it would be a blessing for them to open 
Stockton," said Jeff Cameny, a FedEx employ.  But don't hold your breath for the 
subway opening, that's not until January 2019. 
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ABC7 NEWS 4PM - Thursday, November 7, 2013 – (2:02) 
 
State Legislators Question BART Safety Policies: 
BART was in the hot seat Thursday in San Francisco at a hearing called by state 
legislators. They want to know what's being done to prevent another accident like 
the one that killed two men in October, and why something wasn't done earlier to 
prevent it.  Immediately after the October 19 accident that killed Christopher 
Shepherd and Laurence Daniels, BART temporarily, then permanently, 
suspended use of a practice called "simple approval." Simple approval basically 
leaves trackside safety up to the workers themselves.  On Thursday, the state 
assembly labor and employment committee asked why that practice was still in 
use in October when OSHA had said it contributed to two prior BART deaths in 
2001 and 2008. They als wanted know why it took this accident to end it.  BART 
Assistant General Manager of Operations Paul Oversier testified that many 
lessons were learned and many changes made after those earlier Accidents. He 
pointed out to the committee that simple approval is a common industry practice 
and that over the past five years, there were in the neighborhood of 40,000 
simple approvals issued without incident.  The unions complained that they were 
never formally notified that simple Approvals were permanently suspended and 
slammed BART for what it called a "cavalier safety culture" where on-time 
performance trumps safety concerns every time.  It is now up to the 
assemblymen to decide if anything they heard Thursday requires a legislative fix. 

 
ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Saturday, October 26, 2013  -  (2:55) 
 
BART Fought to Keep Controversial Safety Policy: 
A new report says BART managers fought for years to hold onto a controversial 
policy making workers responsible for their own safety.  Our media partner, 
the San Jose Mercury News reports that despite fines and warnings from both 
state regulators and unions following a 2008 fatality linked to the policy, BART 
stuck with it.  This week, the transit agency indefinitely suspended the policy 
days after two workers were hit and killed by a BART maintenance train while 
inspecting tracks in Walnut Creek.  State lawmakers say they'll hold a hearing 
next month on BART worker safety. 

 

 

 

http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_24391058/long-before-ditching-track-safety-policy-following-worker?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.com-www.mercurynews.com
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ABC7 NEWS 4PM - Friday, October 18, 2013 – (1:40) 
 
Bay Area Businesses Impacted by BART Strike: 
Some lucky workers avoided Friday's commute nightmare by plugging into the 
office remotely.  "You can see by the smile on my face I'm pretty excited that I 
don't have to deal with all the traffic nightmares today," said New Relic account 
executive Bill Anzo.  Anzo usually takes BART to downtown San Francisco to 
work at a tech startup. But his office for the duration of the strike is now the living 
room at his Danville home. Anzo works at New Relic, a startup software 
company that gave its BART commuters the option to avoid the inevitable 
gridlock the strike created.  "I actually, believe it or not, think I can be as 
productive because I'm still going to wake up at the same time," Anzo said. "The 
difference is instead of getting ready for my work day, getting into the car and 
going to BART, I'll just start working, making phone calls, using tools like I'm 
using right now to speak with you."  However, Anzo's boss, CEO Lewis Cirne, 
doesn't plan on working from home to be a long-term option.  "We focus on 
results," Cirne said. "And so, if it makes sense for somebody to work from home 
for whatever reason, we're certainly open to that idea. But let me be clear, we 
think that it's best when people are able to work closely together in the office."  
Technology from Santa Clara-based Citrix is making home work more feasible. 
While its GoToMeeting creates face-to-face conversations, it also enables file 
and screen sharing so up to 25 people can collaborate on projects.  "These 
products are very simple, easy to use, no training required," said Sampath 
Gomatam, Citrix Real-Time Collaboration Vice President. "It's all in the cloud, so 
you don't have to have implementations that take a long time."  The technology 
has boosted the number of people working at least once a week from home from 
18 percent to 27 percent over the past two years.  Many other workers and 
Businesses, however, do not have the option to work from home and are heavily 
impacted by a BART strike.  "Come Monday, it's going to be a mess," one 
person said.  Bahnu Bikram added, "I just end up sitting in traffic. People are not 
getting places."  Commuting is one problem.  But getting your job done and 
making deliveries in muddled traffic is another.  "You're talking about over 
400,000 people joining us on the streets," delivery truck driver Dave Cook said.  
"I do expect my shift to go a little longer," delivery driver Andy Mondragon said. 
"Due to the traffic my shift, which is supposed to be six hours, will probably be 
extended to seven or eight."  Victoria Mitchell runs an organic food catering 
company. On Friday, a good portion of her staff never made it in.  "I think like 10 
or 20 percent less," she said. "Maybe a little more."  "We're the ones suffering for 
it," Cook said. "Not the employees and not corporate."  How about those who 
serve the ones who suffer every day on the street? At St. Anthony's Friday 
morning, 25 percent of their volunteers failed to show up. Larry Miller did make it, 



but only by leaving the East Bay at 6 a.m. He says it took him an hour and 15 
minutes to get there, as opposed to the usual 15 minutes. 
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ABC7 NEWS 5PM - Friday, December 27, 2013 – (2:15) 
 
Union Approves a 3-year Contract with AC Transit: 
AC Transit union workers have ratified their labor contract, avoiding a potential 
strike.  Late Friday night, the rank and file approved a three-year contract. It will 
now go before the AC Transit Board of Directors for final approval on Jan. 8, 
2014.  Earlier on Friday, AC Transit management -- accompanied by three 
security guards -- confronted us as we waited to talk to those union employees 
voting on a tentative agreement.  Shirley Haile from AC Transit: "I need you to 
leave the property."  Melendez: "We're just here to cover the vote and give you 
coverage.  Nobody else is covering this."   Haile: "I you need to leave the 
property."   Melendez: "I understand, you can say it in a nice way.  That's fine. I'll 
leave the property.  Channel 7 asked me to do this story so that we can get your 
input as well."   Haile: "We have no response for you other than I'm directing you 
to leave the property now."  It was just another example of how contentious the 
negotiations between management and the union have been.  The ATU Local 
192 president did not return our calls for an interview. That's because it members 
have rejected two previous tentative agreements. AC Transit officials said this 
time the deal includes a 9.5-percent salary increase phased in over the next 
three years of the contract and employees will make a flat monthly contribution 
of $125 per employee to their health care costs.  That union represents more 
than 1,600 bus operators, mechanics, clerical workers and dispatchers.  Many 
AC Transit passengers believe it's time to reach an agreement.  "What do you 
have to complain about? You work every day, be thankful. We know it's hard 
times, everybody has to make concessions," said Tangie Wilbert, an AC Transit 
rider.  "I rely on the bus to get back and forth. So if the bus is not running, I'm 
essentially not getting to work," said Anthony Wilson, an AC Transit rider.  About 
180,000 riders rely on AC Transit. 
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ABC7 NEWS 4PM - Thursday, November 21, 2013 – (2:10) 
 
Mixed Feelings Over Tour Buses in Sausalito: 
One Bay Area town that tourists love to visit is having its own love-hate 
relationship with tour buses -- some say there are just too many coming into 
quaint Sausalito and the city is considering what to do.  Tourists love Sausalito 
and tour buses love taking them there -- almost non-stop. Up to 48 tour buses a 
day can roll through the towns steep narrow streets.  They go right past Lisa 
Fredrick's house. "We're a little annoyed by how many buses go by. This time of 
year, some are empty, seems like a lot of pollution," she told ABC7 News.  "They 
blast soot, noisy, can't hear," said Elaine, a realtor who works on 2nd St and 
finds it hard to concentrate. Asked about earplugs, she said, "Actually I have 
them, one pair of orange, one pair of green."  Besides the noise and the traffic, 
the city worries that a collision between a tour bus and a cyclist is bound to 
happen. "We want tourists to go home with happy memories of Sausalito, not 
injuries," said Sausalito City Councilmember Linda Pfiefer. She wants restrictions 
on where and when tour busses can operate.  This week, San Francisco banned 
tour buses in Alamo Square after complaints from neighbors, but this tour bus 
driver says that could be a mistake for Sausalito. "I'm telling you, we bring 
thousands of people to Sausalito and to put a ban on buses, how would that 
float?" asked Brian Young with Gray Line Tours.  Downtown merchants say the 
town was built on tourist dollars. "Some come here on tour buses then they 
return on their own because they like it so much," Jonathan Lucero said.  For 
now, the buses keep rolling in, but opponents hope to take a ban before the 
council by February. 
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ABC7 NEWS 11PM - Friday, October 18, 2013 – (4:58) 
 
Rhetoric From Unions to BART Management Heats Up:  
BART workers are on strike for the second time since July, scrambling the 
morning commute for hundreds of thousands of workers who were up before 
dawn to clog highways, swarm buses and shiver on ferry decks as they found 
alternative ways to the office.  Less than a day after union leaders announced a 
strike, more than 100 workers and supporters gathered Friday at a noontime rally 
at the Lake Merritt BART station in Oakland to protest what they say are unfair 
labor practices by the agency's management.  Dozens of BART workers wore 
purple Service Employees International Union Local 1021 T-shirts or shirts 
representing Amalgamated Transit Union Local 1555 and toted signs with 
messages such as "On Strike" and "Replace the BART Board."  "What does 
solidarity look like? This is what solidarity looks like!" yelled SEIU negotiator 
Roxanne Sanchez.  With the second strike in four months, the rhetoric from 
BART unions directed at management has reached a new level.  "The general 
manager is saying it's about fax machines, they're saying it's about pay stubs," 
Sanchez said. "That is not on the table. That's what they're trying to do to 
continue to characterize this work force and villanize this work force as 
uncooperative."  On Friday afternoon, union leaders said they had sent a letter to 
BART General Manager Grace Crunican and the BART Board of Directors 
outlining a plan that they said would allow the strike to end by 10 p.m. Friday if 
BART management agreed to terms outlined in the current contract.  The strike 
came just hours after lengthy talks between BART and its management broke 
down. Both sides said they were close on some key economic issues but far 
apart still on work rules.  "If only the public knew how long the list of these work 
rules are," BART board member Zackary Mallett said.  He told ABC7 News the 
work rules the district wants to revise are intertwined with the economics 
because they cost the system tens of millions of dollars per year in wasted 
productivity.  "Because of break rules, our train operators, a vast amount of their 
time is spent on breaks, not actually operating," Mallett said.  "The district is 
making the stories up about pay stubs and fax machines," SEIU leader John 
Cervantes said.  The union leader told us the work rules go directly to their 
concerns about safety, something the workers believe BART is trying to diminish 
to save money.  "The district wants to be able to cut corners, not provide safety 
for the workers, not provide training for the workers," Cervantes said. "And we 
will not allow that. They need to talk to  

http://www.seiu1021.org/files/2013/10/SEIU1021ATU155-Letter101813.pdf
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us, talk to the workers, about what they need to do to do the job."  Late Friday 
morning, BART issued a statement from General Manager Grace Crunican. She 
said, "The issues of dispute in the breakdown between management and our 
unions are the same now as they have been during the last six months no 
agreement on wages and critical work rules that drive daily scheduling, work 
assignments, use of technology and the ability of BART to adopt industry best 
practices."  She went on to say, "The BART Board has offered a strong wage 
package which includes a 12% wage increase, but the work rule concessions are 
essential. Using computers instead of manually recording and transmitting 
information is essential in the technology age. Managers should not have to 
reach mutual agreement with unions on every day to day operational change that 
is a part of a past practice. This contract component costs tens of millions of 
dollars each year and guarantees paralysis."  No talks took place Friday, but 
BART management says its negotiating teams are open to returning the 
bargaining table. They say the work rules being proposed are used in every other 
transportation system across the U.S. and are needed to modernize the system 
and give management flexibility with their employees.  "We want to be in charge 
of our scheduling, in charge of our overtime and right now we're not," BART 
spokesperson Alicia Trost said. "The unions have taken over that part because 
once it happened once, that set the standard moving forward."  BART 
management says some trains are running to keep rust off the rails and also 
deliver some managers and BART police to their strike assignments.  Extra staff 
was on hand to help all the new riders, unfamiliar with using the ferry. The 
announcement of a BART strike pushed the ferry agency to add more boats, 
anticipating more riders. 
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ABC7 NEWS 6PM Wednesday, October 16, 2013 – (1:55) 
    
Gov. Brown steps in to delay AC Transit strike: 
Gov. Jerry Brown has temporarily averted an AC strike that could have started at 
midnight by beginning a process that could result in a 60-day cooling-off period.  
Brown announced Wednesday afternoon that he is appointing a three-member 
board to investigate the labor dispute. The board will provide Brown with a 
written report within seven days.  AC Transit workers are barred by law from 
striking during that seven-day period, according to Brown's office.  The board will 
consist of chairman Peter Southworth, deputy secretary and general counsel at 
the California Transportation Agency; Josie Camacho, executive secretary of the 
Alameda Labor Council; and Micki Callahan, director of human resources for the 
city of San Francisco.  Brown said in a letter to AC Transit management and the 
union that he is appointing the board because a potential AC Transit strike 
"threatens to disrupt public transportation services and endanger the public's 
health, safety or welfare."  Amalgamated Transit Union Local 192, which 
represents about 1,800 bus drivers, mechanics, dispatchers, clerical and other 
workers issued a 72-hour notice on Monday that it planned to go on strike on 
Thursday if no agreement were reached.  In response, the bus agency's 
management asked Brown to declare a 60-day cooling-off period.  Brown 
spokesman Evan Westrup explained earlier today that at the end of the board's 
weeklong inquiry, the governor could seek a 60-day cooling-off period if he 
deems that step appropriate.  He would need to request a court order to do so.  
A similar process was followed when BART management sought and was 
granted a cooling-off period in its labor dispute this summer.  In the meantime, 
negotiators for AC Transit and ATU Local 192 will head back to the bargaining 
table at 5 p.m. Wednesday to make another attempt to try to reach a labor 
agreement.  It will be the first bargaining session since Sept. 25, when 
management and union leaders reached a tentative agreement.  However, the 
union's members rejected that agreement in a vote on Oct. 1.  Union also 
members also rejected a previous tentative agreement in August. Shortly before 
Brown announced the formation of the board, ATU Local 192 President Yvonne 
Williams said the union's strike notice was still in effect but that the union had 
agreed to go back to the bargaining table.  "We will always try, up until the very 
last minute," Williams said.  Asked what she thought about having a cooling-off 
period, Williams said, "It's in the governor's hands now. We haven't spoken to 
him."  AC Transit logs about 200,000 bus rides daily in its service areas in 
Alameda and Contra Costa counties.  The bus agency's management says it is 



offering its employees a 9.5 percent pay hike over three years. 
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ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Friday, November 8, 2013 – (2:13) 
 
Cal Fraternity Suspended Over Hazing, Drinking Concerns: 
A fraternity at UC Berkeley has been suspended over concerns about hazing 
and drinking.  Beta Theta Pi on Channing Way threw a big party earlier this fall. It 
was the last straw, of sorts, that cost them their charter.  Their motto is "Men of 
Principle." But now, the men of Beta Theta Pi are without a chapter at UC 
Berkeley. That's after the fraternity's national organization decided to close it for 
failing to clean up its act in terms of hazing and underage drinking.  UC's chapter 
was supposed to reorganize and police itself. But in an email to students, 
parents, and alumni, Beta's national secretary David Schmidt wrote, "This 
behavior ultimately culminated this fall in an unauthorized party that also 
disregarded all forms of reasonable and required risk management."  Beta 
members still living at the house would not comment.  "Things have increased in 
terms of alcohol consumption and issues with underage drinking, specifically," 
Jason Sam said. Sam belongs to another fraternity at Cal.  "I think a lot of it just 
comes down to the leadership within fraternities in general because every 
fraternity has their own executive committee," he said. "They have leadership 
and it's Berkeley, there are smart kids here, it's probably just poor decision-
making."  Thursday, ABC7's I-Team showed how binge drinking at Cal has 
gotten out of hand. Not just at fraternities, but dorms, apartments, and other 
places students party.  "If you're not guiding them, then what do you expect?" 
one student asked.  He says the media and UC administration shouldn't just 
focus on binge drinking, but what leads to it in the first place.  "Some of these 
peers of mine are going through a lot of tough things that no one is highlighting," 
said the student. "And the fact that is getting more attention than their struggles, 
is a little surprising."  As for Beta Theta Pi, the students who live there can stay 
until their lease expires. The Cal chapter can apply for re-installment, but not 
before 2015. 
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ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Monday, December 16, 2013 - 5PM – (2:28) 
 
Feds Blast Chevron in Report on 2012 Refinery Fire: 
The agency investigating the 2012 Richmond Chevron Refinery fire, found major 
problems with Chevron's safety measures.  The fire spewed a cloud of toxic 
smoke into the air that sent thousands to local hospitals complaining of breathing 
problems. Now, the United States Chemical Safety Board is recommending 
major changes to the way refineries are regulated in California. The report is due 
to be formally adopted Monday night at a public hearing.  In a new draft report, 
the CSB announced the Richmond fire was the result of more than a decade of 
safety failures by Chevron in a lax regulatory environment.  "We found that 
Chevron repeatedly, over a 10 year period, failed to effectively apply inherently 
safer design principles and upgrade piping at its crude oil processing facility," 
said CSB Western Regional Director Donald Holmstrom.  An earlier report by the 
CSB found Chevron management ignored their own employee's warnings about 
a corroded pipe that burst in August 2012, sending a plume of smoke across 
Richmond and the surrounding areas.  The latest draft report addresses what 
should be done to prevent similar failures at Chevron and the 14 other refineries 
in California.  "There would be audits and preventative inspections conducted by 
the regulator to verify effective implementation of safety case elements," said 
CSB investigator Dan Tellema.  The CSB recommends California set the 
standard for the country by following models in places like the United Kingdom, 
which has 100 inspectors for its five refineries. It's called a safety case model.  
"It's very hard for us to fully inspect every one of our refineries, but we do know 
what happens when you drive a system to failure, as what happened at the 
Chevron plant," said St. Sen. Loni Hancock D-Oakland.  The CSB presented its 
draft for a 30-day public comment period. The board will be in Richmond January 
15 for final adoption. 
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ABC7NEWS 6PM - Thursday, December 12, 2013 – (1:30) 
 
I-Team Obtains Blast Video, FBI Searches for Bomber: 
The FBI has launched a new initiative to find a domestic terrorism suspect in two 
Bay Area bombings a decade ago. It's a story the ABC7 News I-Team covered 
intensively at the time.  It was a very active time for the extreme fringe of the 
animal rights movement -- many of them wound up in prison because of fires 
they set, raids on fur farms, and attacks on research labs. But, there's one the 
FBI is still looking for, 10 years later.  Daniel San Diego would be 35 years old by 
now. In the past 10 years, the FBI has received tips placing him in Novato, San 
Rafael, and Santa Cruz. He also has ties in Germany, Spain, France, Italy, Costa 
Rica and Bolivia.  The FBI gave the I-Team surveillance video Thursday -- they 
say San Diego is responsible for two blasts in 2003, at Chiron Corporation, a bio-
tech firm in Emeryville, and another a month later at Shaklee Cosmetics in 
Pleasanton. He apparently targeted them both for their ties to a notorious animal 
testing lab. No one was injured in the attacks.  The FBI has created new images 
of what San Diego might look like now. He has tattoos on his chest and lower 
back, and should be considered armed and dangerous. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Tuesday, November 26, 2013 – (4:38) 
 
Where are the bodies? I-Team asks Joseph Naso: 

Where did 79-year-old Joseph Naso dump the bodies? Investigators 
believe he is responsible for more than the six murders for which he was 
convicted this past Friday in Marin County Superior Court.  In Naso's first 
interview, the ABC7 News I-Team pressed him for answers.  Several 
people close to the case warned us that Naso would admit nothing, even 
after a sentence that surely means he will die in prison. So, over the course 
of an hour and a half, I threw as much evidence as he could at him. 
Naso is headed from Marin County Jail to San Quentin's death row at some 
point in the next week, and he's taking his secrets with him.  Dan Noyes: 
"Here, right now, are you ready to admit anything?" Joseph Naso: "No, no, 
I'm not going to admit to any killing or any crime..." Dan Noyes: "Did you do 
it?" Joseph Naso: "No." Dan Noyes: "You didn't kill anyone?"  Joseph 
Naso: "No." Dan Noyes: "Have you ever killed anyone?"  Joseph Naso: 
"No."  A judge found that Naso is responsible for the murders of six women 
from the late 1970s to the mid 90s, dumping them in remote locations 
including a Tiburon beach, a Marysville orchard, and off a highway in 
Nevada County.  In a raid of his Reno home, police found a list of 10 
victims -- not identified by name, but by where Naso placed the bodies. For 
this case, investigators identified six victims, but four remain.  Dan Noyes: 
"Where are the bodies?"  Joseph Naso: "What bodies? I don't know 
anything about it."  In Naso's own words from the list, "girl near heldsburg 
mendocino co."  "girl on mt. tam" "girl from miami near down peninsula" 
"girl from berkeley"  Dan Noyes: "Who are those women?"   Joseph Naso: 
"You tell me."   Dan Noyes: "I don't know, you know. You're still playing 
games."   Joseph Naso: "Ask the prosecution, ask the judge, I don't know." 
 Naso says he's saving the true meaning of the list of 10 for his appeal. He 
won't explain why he didn't use the information in the trial, if it would have 
helped his case.  "That's my family picture," Naso joked about a bizarre 
photo from the court file that he took of mannequins, to which he applied 
makeup and dressed in lingerie.  Dan Noyes: "You've got 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10. Does this correspond to your list of 10?"  Joseph Naso: "No, no, 
no. It doesn't correspond to anything."  Dan Noyes: "Was this a symbol for 
the women that you killed?"  Joseph Naso: "No, no, no, no."  But, Naso 
kept pictures and other mementos of his victims in his safe deposit box. 
Prosecutors presented one photo of Tracey Tafoya, apparently dead at the 
time, from her waist down. Her husband identified her by the underwear 
she wore.  Joseph Naso: "He's wrong, I don't know who it is, but it's not 



her."  Dan Noyes: "Whose photograph was that?"  Joseph Naso: "I don't 
know."  Dan Noyes: "It was a lady from the waist down that you kept in 
your safe deposit box, and you have no idea  

(Special News Cont.) 

 

who that lady was?"  Joseph Naso: "No."  Dan Noyes: "Where'd you get 
the photograph, did you take t?"  Joseph Naso: "I don't remember, I don't 
remember that."  I pressed him on another victim, Pam Parsons. He kept 
her obituary laminated with a picture in which she appears to be dead.  
Joseph Naso: "Looks are deceiving, that comes with direction, when I ask 
somebody, I say, 'Hey, I'd like to take a picture of you looking deceased or 
unconscious, this is what you do, you lay back...'"   Dan Noyes: "Why do 
that, though, I want to understand, why is that appealing?"  Joseph Naso: 
"I don't do that every day, I do that very little and that's a sensual thing, I've 
seen that, that's been going on..."  Dan Noyes: "A dead woman is 
sensual?"  Joseph Naso: "No, no, no."  Naso couldn't explain the hard 
evidence in the case -- his DNA found in pantyhose worn by 18-year-old 
Roxene Roggasch when her body was found near Fairfax.  Naso argues, 
"That could prove possibly that I had sex with her, but not that I killed her. 
That's what that means."  And his wife's DNA appeared on pantyhose 
wrapped around Roggasch's neck.  Dan Noyes: "How'd your wife's DNA 
wind up around her neck?"  Joseph Naso: "That I don't know. You have to 
ask my wife. I don't know anything about her pantyhose." Dan Noyes: 
"Well, did your wife kill her?"  Joseph Naso: "You'll have to ask her. What 
she does with her pantyhose I don't know."  Despite all the evidence -- and 
after almost 90 minutes of that give and take -- Naso stuck to the story that 
he's been wrongly convicted.  Joseph Naso: "A corrupt prosecution and a 
biased judge. The judge had a lot to do with this conviction."  Dan Noyes: 
"You will spend your life in prison making these arguments to people who 
don't care."  Joseph Naso: "That's fine, that's fine."  Dan Noyes: "You're 
convicted."  Joseph Naso: "I will spend my life in prison, I'm going to be 
writing stories and I'm going to be making appeals and so on. And that's 
fine with me."  To be clear, there is no indication Naso's wife played any 
role in the crimes.  After the interview, Naso thanked us and said he 
enjoyed it. He passed up this chance to help the families of other young 
women he may have killed -- the final four on his list. One investigator 
close to the case tells the I-Team he believes Naso could have killed 
dozens. 

 



 

 

(Special News Cont.) 

 
ABC7 NEWS 11PM - Thursday, November 21, 2013 – (4:30) 
 
JFK researcher: "Oswald did not fire fatal shot": 
Tomorrow marks 50 years since the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy. To this day, there is disagreement about what happened -- did Lee 
Harvey Oswald act alone, was there a conspiracy, what was the motive behind 
the murder? A Bay Area author with deep experience in this case has a new 
book and Dan Noyes has an exclusive I-Team interview.  About 400 people were 
there in Dealy Plaza that day watching the president's motorcade, dozens of 
them taking pictures and we still don't really know what happened. However, 
Bolinas author Josiah Thompson says he has answered one very important 
question.  Thompson's new book, "Last Second in Dallas", comes to a startling 
conclusion about Lee Harvey Oswald, who was arrested for shooting the 
president from the 6th floor of the Texas School Book Depository in Dallas. 
Thompson read to us, "Whatever Lee Harvey Oswald did or did not do on that 
Friday 50 years ago. He did not kill John Kennedy." Before you dismiss 
Thompson as another conspiracy theorist, consider his background. He served 
on Underwater Demolition Team 21 -- the precursor to the Navy SEALs -- 
graduated from Yale with a Ph.D. in philosophy, taught college courses and had 
a long career as a private investigator. His most famous case was investigating 
Oklahoma City Bomber Timothy McVeigh.  What is most important to this story is 
how Life Magazine hired him in 1966 to examine JFK assassination evidence for 
a cover story. Thompson himself interviewed many of the key witnesses, and in 
1967, he wrote what's considered to be one of the seminal books on the 
assassination, "Six Seconds in Dallas". He told the I-Team, "Because I worked 
for Life Magazine, I had access to their wonderful copies of the Zapruder film."  
Amateur cameraman Abraham Zapruder was standing on a concrete pedestal 
near the presidential motorcade. Thompson now says he got one important fact 
about the film wrong -- he thought between frames 312 and 313, the president's 
head moved forward 2.16 inches.  "What that meant was, to me at the time, was 
that what we saw here was clearly the exit of that bullet," Thompson said. "I 
mean, head moves forward and you see an explosion. Well, that's the bullet 
coming out."  That supported the Warren Commission's finding that Oswald 
acted alone, that all the shots came from behind the limo -- from the 6th floor of 
the Book Depository. Now, Thompson realizes that the image smears from frame 
312 to 313, it's not the president's head that moves forward, it's Zapruder jerking 
his camera at the sound of gunfire.  Thompson said, "So, what we were seeing 
in 313 and what I viewed as an exit of a bullet, because of that movement, is not 
that. It's very clear. It's the impact of a bullet which blows impact debris 



downwards and rearwards, and upwards and rearwards."  In fact, pieces of the 
president's skull were recovered from the street and the grass on the far side of 
the limo. Thompson is now convinced, the fatal shot came from a second 
gunman: "It was fired from the right front from 12 feet west of the corner of the 
stockade fence, a very, very exact location."  That location was at the top of the 
grassy knoll. Thompson makes another compelling argument for a second 
gunman, based on what the United States House Select Committee On 
Assassinations concluded. He said, "They found that the last two shots were 
seven tenths of a second apart."  For his research in the 1960's, Thompson 
bought the same type of rifle Oswald used that day, a bolt-action Carcano made 
in Italy.  Thompson demonstrated, "I pull the trigger. Now, I work the bolt, work 
the bolt. Now notice, I got to acquire the target in the scope. So, I've got to 
acquire the target then I've got to center the cross hairs before firing."  There's 
no way anyone could fire two shots from that rifle within a second. Thompson 
told the I-Team, two gunmen equals conspiracy: "I mean there's no question any 
longer. Two guys did not just accidentally decide to shoot the president at the 
same time and place, right? If you have two different locations as firing points, 
you have necessarily some sort of conspiracy in the case."  Josiah Thompson 
spoke on Thursday at the big conference in Dallas, marking the JFK 
assassination. His first book is out of print and it's fetching up to $300 a copy 
online. He's talking with publishers now and this new book should be out late 
next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

(Special News Cont.) 

 

ABC7 NEWS 11PM - Sunday, November 17, 2013 – (5:25) 
   
Son of Cupertino quarry killer talks to I-Team: 
ABC7 News is getting new insight into one of the most horrific crimes in 
California history -- the shooting rampage at the Lehigh Cement Quarry in 
Cupertino two years ago. I-Team reporter Dan Noyes has an exclusive interview 
with the killer's son.  ABC7 News is getting new insight into one of the most 
horrific crimes in California history -- the shooting rampage at the Lehigh Cement 
Quarry in Cupertino two years ago. I-Team reporter Dan Noyes has an exclusive 
interview with the killer's son.  The day of the massacre, I began reaching out to 
the killer's family. That lead to this interview now, two years later. In cases like 
this, it's important to examine what happened to learn how it may be prevented 
in the future. And there were many warning signs.  To the world, Shareef Allman 
was a deranged killer.  "It was quick," shooting victim Mike Ambrosio said. "It 
wasn't just a bullet. It was bam, bam, bam, bam, bam, bam, bam."  He walked 
into a pre-dawn safety meeting at the Lehigh Quarry in Cupertino with a handgun 
and an AK-47, and shot nine co-workers. Three of them died.  
Dispatcher: "Okay, everybody is on the way, hold on one second.” 
Worker: "Please, please, tell the people he's going to die in my arms.” 
Dispatcher: "Okay, hold on so that I can get everybody started, okay?” 
Worker: "Thank you."  But to this young man, Shareef Allman was just dad.  "He 
was a typical dad," Shareef Allman Jr. said. "He would go to all my football 
games, go to all my track meets. I mean, he was just there for me."  In addition 
to driving a truck at the quarry, Shareef Allman Sr. was something of a local 
cable access celebrity.  "By doing the shows I do, people are in tune and 
attached to those type of shows, because it's about the heart, it's about 
compassion," said Shareef Allman Sr.  He often bragged about sparring with 
Mike Tyson. He even appeared as an extra in Will Smith's film, "The Pursuit of 
Happyness," which was shot in the Bay Area.  Shareef Jr. tells me his father was 
a private man who kept the tensions at his quarry job to himself, but that he kept 
records.  Shareef: "There's just stuff my dad was writing in the file cabinet, just 
like the stuff he was going through at that job."  Dan: "Oh, he was writing about 
it?"  Shareef: "Yeah, just like over the last 20 years. He just documented 
everything that, every problem he ever had at that job. Every time he just felt 
something was wrong with him, because of whatever was going on up there."  
Investigators confiscated the notebooks and they remain under seal, but a 
source who has seen them tells me they contain page after page of Shareef Sr.'s 
angry ramblings about his life, his children, and his job at the quarry.  "He bottled 



a lot of stuff in and I never knew that about him, a lot of people didn't know he 
was going through that anger," Shareef Jr. said. "I just wished he expressed it. I 
mean a lot of my family members wished he expressed it, and I believe if he 
would have expressed it, who knows what the outcome would be now."   
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Just days before the massacre, Shareef Sr. did talk about work issues to a friend 
in Sacramento when he showed off his new AK-47.  "I was like, 'What you doing 
with that? What you gonna do with that?'" said his friend, Brandon Powell. "He 
was like, 'Man, these (expletive) at my job keep messin' with me.'"  On Oct. 5, 
2011, Shareef Jr.'s mother woke him up with a phone call, saying turn on the TV. 
 "When I saw the name pop up, that's when I kind of woke up," Shareef Jr. said. 
"Like whoa, it's like what's happening here. And I called my sister. It's one of 
those things where you're just in complete shock, so you just don't know what to 
do."  The hours dragged on, and police could not find Shareef Sr. A surveillance 
camera caught him walking with a rifle slung over his shoulder. Then he shot a 
woman while trying to take her car. Police found weapons he stashed; they 
believe he had prepared for a final stand.  Dan: "He was on the run for over a 
day. Did you talk to him at all during that day?"  Shareef: "Nope, my dad didn't 
have a cellphone. From 2010, he never had a cellphone, he didn't believe in 
cellphones, I don't know why."  Sheriff's deputies finally spotted Shareef Sr. 
hiding in a Sunnyvale driveway just five miles from the quarry. They fired dozens 
of shots, but he killed himself with a pistol. It was too much for his son to take.  
Dan: "What went through your mind? What emotions did you feel?"  Shareef Jr. 
"For three days I was parking on the train tracks."  Dan: "Really?"  Shareef: "In 
the month of February I would write Facebook statuses saying the train never 
comes."  Shareef Allman Jr. bounced back and found new direction as an 
author. The book he's self-publishing next month is set in high school. It explores 
how stereotypes sometimes guide how we treat each other; and yes, it mentions 
his father.  Reading from the book, Shareef Jr. asks, "If this man used to be so 
positive and a mentor, what drove him to kill three people?"  He still struggles to 
understand why.  Dan: "What made your dad snap?"  Shareef: "Everybody has 
suspicions, but&"  Dan: "What are yours?"  Shareef: "Obviously, somebody 
either made him mad; I mean that's the biggest thing, somebody made him mad, 
because what else could it be?"  Lawsuits filed against Lehigh Cement say 
Shareef Sr. was constantly threatening his co-workers, they complained, but that 
management did nothing.  The company emailed me that, "these lawsuits are 
unwarranted and have no merit." They're currently in arbitration and the victims' 
lawyers expect the awards to be huge.  Shareef Jr. tells me he would never 
change the name he shares with his infamous father. He says he was a great 
man who pushed him hard to pursue his dreams. 
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ABC7 NEWS 11PM - Thursday, November 7, 2013 – (6:15) 
 
Binge Drinking at UC Berkeley Strains EMS System: 
An increasing number of Cal students are getting so drunk, paramedics have to 
take them to the hospital, and it's putting a serious strain on emergency services 
for the entire city.  In an exclusive I-Team investigation, Dan Noyes shows us 
what's called a "barf bib," the name by which it's sold. Since the start of the 
school year paramedics have used these more than a hundred times on drunken 
Cal students to take them to the hospital.  Dispatch: "Medical emergency District 
Three."  The start of this school year caught UC Berkeley officials, campus 
police, and city fire by surprise. Never before in one night have so many students 
gotten so drunk that they needed an ambulance to take them to the hospital.  
Dispatch: "Berkeley 1, Engine 5, we need an ambulance for a second patient, 
2715 Channing."  Fire department reports and dispatch recordings obtained by 
the ABC7 News I-Team under the California Public Records Act tell the story.  
On Sunday night, Aug 25, the calls came in from frat houses, sororities, and 
dorms.  Fire Dispatch: "20-year-old male ETOH."  ETOH, that's shorthand for 
ethyl alcohol, someone who's in danger of alcohol poisoning.  Berkeley Mayor 
Tom Bates tells us, "I think we had something like 18 calls, and so we were 
transporting.  It was a major concern, because actually, you know, the 
ambulances we have are limited, so they had taken all of the city's capacity."  
Berkeley fire tells us the department's seven fire engines, two ladder trucks, and 
three ambulances were so busy they had to call for mutual aid.  Ambulances 
from surrounding cities rushed to help.  "As we would respond to one group to 
the campus for one patient, another call would come in," Berkeley Fire Deputy 
Chief Avery Webb said.  At 1:37 that morning, a crew notes "extremely high call 
volume at UC Berkeley causing delays in obtaining ambulance transport."  A fire 
truck was there, but the patient had to wait twenty minutes for an ambulance to 
take them to the hospital.  "Turned out, it was a drunk kid," a Berkeley paramedic 
told us, "But, in reality, if that was someone having a heart attack or a stroke, 
that 20 minutes are key to their survival."  That night put a huge strain on the 
nearest hospital, Alta Bates. The emergency room was full of drunken students, 
so ambulances had to be diverted to other hospitals.  "What we have 
experienced is that people are drinking more," says Terry Arnold of Alta Bates 
Hospital.  He heads the Alta Bates treatment program, and works with Cal 
students, "It's not unlikely for me to assess a client or have my people assess a 
client and say, 'Well, I took eleven shots in one minute.'  Now, your system can't 
handle that."  We wanted to find out firsthand what's happening at the Cal 
campus, but Berkeley fire refused to approve a ride-along with one of its crews. 



So, weekend after weekend, the I-Team monitored the dispatch channels and 
often beat the firefighters to the scene. We found the limp bodies of passed-out 
students being lugged out of frat houses.  Frat member: "She's underage, you 
have no right to be here."  Dan: "Well, that's the problem."  
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A sorority member put her hand over our camera, to block the picture of a 
drunken student being taken away.  Sorority member: "I really need you not to do 
that, please."   Dan: "I'm doing my job. Do not do that."  At the dorms, a barf bib 
is placed over their head to protect paramedics from getting sprayed, and off to 
the hospital.  It's such a sensitive issue that Deputy Chief Webb also would not 
allow us to interview any firefighter or paramedic about what they've seen on the 
Cal campus. But one is stepping forward, not showing his face for fear of 
reprisal.  Berkeley firefighter/paramedic: "If I was a parent and my kid was going 
to this college, I would be really, really concerned; especially if it's a young 
woman."   Dan: "On these calls, has sexual assault become an issue?"   
Berkeley firefighter/paramedic: "Absolutely."   Dan: "How so?"   Berkeley 
paramedic: "We stopped a group of three or four guys that were trying to carry a 
young woman who was unconscious out of the party. When we confronted the 
gentleman, he actually admitted he didn't even know her, so who knows his, 
what his intentions were." The firefighter/paramedic tells us Cal has done little to 
stop the binge drinking. Even though campus police usually accompany fire 
crews on the calls, they rarely write citations.  Dan: "You're saying that police 
officers have told you or your colleagues that they are instructed not to cite the 
kids for underage drinking?"   Berkeley paramedic: "That is correct. We've had 
several police officers tell us that from the UC system."  A spokesman for UC 
campus police sent an email, denying officers are instructed not to cite students. 
But take a look at the numbers they provided. We've identified 107 drunken Cal 
students transported to the hospital since the start of this school year, the 
majority are underage. How many students did campus police cite in that same 
time period? Two. They say they can't cite them if they don't see them drinking, 
and that they don't cover the frats and sororities because they are technically off 
campus. But, there were plenty of calls from campus housing.  "The fact that the 
numbers are going up is in fact possible evidence that we're making a 
difference," said Karen Hughes.  When we called for an interview, UC Berkeley 
steered us to Hughes, the manager of the PartySafe@Cal program. Hughes 
confirms the number of drunk students being transported to the hospital is up 
over the past three years, but she tells me that's because of better education; 
that students are urged to call 911 if they see a friend in trouble. The message is 
reinforced on pamphlets and fans passed out at football games.  Mackenzie 
Cater, an intern with PartySafe@Cal, showed us one of the fans, "Targeted 
messages on the back about the recovery position if somebody is passed out 
after drinking."  But Hughes admits there is much more work to do. She tells me, 

http://uhs.berkeley.edu/psafe/


if she can reach the most prominent 50 to 75 party hosts at Cal and urge them 
not to over-serve their guests, perhaps the drinking culture can change.  "I live in 
Berkeley," Hughes said. "If it was my child who had needed something urgent 
that night and an ambulance was hard pressed to come to us because they were 
dealing with the 

(Special News Cont.) 

unnecessarily overly-intoxicated student, that would make me angry."  Cal is not 
alone. Campuses around the Bay Area are grappling with this issue, but UC 
Berkeley has definitely seen a surge this year.  One possible solution to take the 
pressure off the hospitals is for some schools to keep the student health center 
staffed on party nights.  Drunk students would wind up there, not in the ER. 

 
ABC7 NEWS 6PM - Wednesday, November 06, 2013 – (2:49) 
 
Criminal Investment Fraud Case Ends with Whimper: 
It was touted as the largest investment fraud case in California history, but 
Wednesday, the criminal case against Walter Ng and his son Kelly ended with a 
whimper.  The investors are devastated -- more than 2,000 of them lost over 
$700 million in real estate funds. They doubted they would ever get their money 
back, but at least, they wanted the Ngs to face serious criminal charges. 
In the plea deal the men pleaded guilty to "structuring transactions for the 
purpose of evading the reporting requirement" -- keeping cash withdrawals under 
$1,000 to avoid detection.  Walter Ng, 84, will serve five years of probation and 
no prison time. Kelly, 57, will serve time in prison -- the guidelines call for at least 
2.5 years, but that will be determined at a hearing in March.  The investors say it 
doesn't seem like justice.  "This seems like pulling Bernie Madoff over for 
jaywalking and getting him on jaywalking as opposed to what happened," 
investor John McGuire said.  "There have been suicides about it, at least one 
and it's shocking and really, really sad," investor Nancy Brandt said.  "There 
should be a real punishment here involved because a lot of people go to prison 
for very minor cases compared to this," investor Ben Leal said. "He's sort of 
getting off scot-free and I don't think it's right."  This comes after a massive 
investigation by the FBI -- more than two years and hundreds of interviews. 
Prosecutors apparently let the statute of limitations run out on the more serious 
charge of securities fraud.  "There were a lot of blatant actions that could have 
been brought to light and never were, and unfortunately at this point, it's too 
late," investor Steve Brandt said.  Investors have filed a class action lawsuit 
against Wells Fargo for its role in the Ng investment firms. The SEC has a civil 
case against the Ngs -- a fine is possible there. Walter Ng is still going through a 
bankruptcy -- the trustee has sold off his cars, jewelry and a membership in the 
Crow Canyon Country Club. That process will continue until the end of next year. 
So many investors lost their life savings, their homes -- others lost more.  "We 
invested the money that we received in a wrongful death suit when our son died 



and we used that money to fund a program at children's hospital and that money 
vanished," Burt Kurtin said.  After the Bernie Madoff scandal, there is a new IRS 
rule that lets investors write off their losses.  But, the Ng's charge is apparently 
not serious enough, so these investors may not qualify.  As one IRS source told 
the I-Team, there will be a lot of angry investors. 


