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ISSUE TITLE DESCRIPTION Dates/Length 

    

PUBLIC 
INTEREST 

Cocke County 
has been 
awarded 
$20,359 to 
supplement 
emergency 
food and 
shelter 
programs 

The Newport Plain Talk is reporting that Cocke County has been 
awarded $20,359 under the Emergency Food and Shelter National 
Board Program to supplement emergency food and shelter programs in 
the county. The selection was made by a national board that is chaired 
by the Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and consists of representatives from American 
Red Cross; Catholic Charities, USA; National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A.; The Salvation Army; United Jewish Communities; 
and the United Way of America. The local board was charged to 
distribute funds appropriated by Congress to help expand the capacity 
of food and shelter programs in high-need areas around the country. 
According to the announcement, a Local Emergency Food and Shelter 
Program Board, comprised of representatives from the same human 
services agencies as the national board, will determine how the funds 
awarded to Cocke County are to be distributed among the emergency 
food and shelter programs run by local service organizations in the area. 
It will be responsible for recommending agencies to receive these funds 
and any additional funds available under this phase of the program. 

10/3/2012 
5:05:53 pm 
 
10/4/2012 
7:05:53 

  
Duration: 1:03 



HUMAN 
INTEREST 

East Tennessee 
business 
working to help 
bring relief to 
people on the 
East Coast 

An East Tennessee business is working to help bring relief to people on 
the East Coast whose lives were devastated by Hurricane Sandy. 
According to a news release, Salon Visage will be collecting and is 
working with Christie & Co Salon, located directly within the heart of the 
storm damage to distribute needed items. According to the release, Lois 
Christie, the president of Intercoiffure America/Canada owns Christie & 
Co Salon in Bayside, New York, which is in a hard-hit region of Queens 
that doesn’t have a local Red Cross collection area. She is working with 
her local councilman and community newspapers to collect and 
distribute needed items. Frank Gambuzza, co-owner of The Visage 
Group, said," The pictures we’ve seen in the news simply don’t do 
justice to the pain and challenges many people are facing. We want to 
do what we can to help these people get back on their feet." Co-owner 
Belinda Gambuzza added, “We will be shipping items to New York 
several times between now and mid-December. We’re hoping to be 
completely overwhelmed with donations, and we’ll be honored to cover 
the shipping and logistics challenges of having items delivered where 
they’re needed.” Items needed include: blankets, warm clothing, 
shampoos, conditioners, baby products and toiletries to help those who 
are in desperate need. These may be dropped off at Salon Visage, Spa 
Visage, Studio Visage, or Frank’s Barbershop. They will then be shipped 
to Christie & Co Salon where local authorities are collecting and 
distributing the items. 

11/13/2012 
5:04:38 
 
11:14:2012 
7:04:38 

  
Duration: 1:24 

EDUCATION Teachers 
named Reward 
School 
Ambassadors 
from East 
Tennessee 

The Tennessee Department of Education has announced a new First to 
the Top initiative that enlists highly effective teachers from the state’s 
top schools to share best practices and help improve student 
achievement across the state. The 15 teachers named to the Reward 
Schools Ambassador Program each come from 2012 Reward Schools-- 
the top 10 percent of schools in Tennessee for performance and 
progress—and will work with neighboring schools in each region to 
improve student achievement and reduce achievement gaps. The 
teachers named Reward School Ambassadors from East Tennessee are: 
Trevor Collins, Washburn School, Grainger County Schools; Renae 
Martin, Meigs Middle, Meigs County Schools; Kelli Seymour, Southside 
Elementary, Johnson City Schools and Kristy Starks-Winn, Powell High 
School, Knox County Schools. Reward School Ambassadors—all teachers 
who earned an overall “5,” the top score on Tennessee’s teacher 
evaluations—were nominated by their schools and selected for this 
year-long, paid position through a competitive application and interview 
process. 

12/4/2012 
5:04:26 pm 
 
12/5/2012 
7:04:26 am 

 
. Duration: :51 



HEALTH Knoxville 
ranked third in 
the top fifty 
worst cities to 
live in with 
nasal allergies. 

The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America has released its 2012 
Fall Allergy Capitals™ rankings this week. According to the news release, 
the rankings are based on scientific analysis of three main factors: 
pollen sores, number of allergy medications used per patient and 
number of allergy specialists per patient. Knoxville was ranked third in 
the top fifty worst cities to live in with nasal allergies. The release stated 
that there are approximately 516,000 Tennessee adults and children 
who suffer from asthma and over 818,000 with nasal allergies. Along 
with being one of the most challenging states to live in with nasal 
allergies, Tennessee also has a significant problem with 
methamphetamine production and abuse. Meth cooks often use store-
bought products, including cold and allergy medicines containing 
pseudoephedrine to produce their drug. In the release, Mike Tringale, 
Vice President of External Affairs at AAFA, said, “The severe fall allergy 
season offers an important reminder to Tennessee patients, physicians 
and lawmakers about why it’s important for families to have access to 
the cold and allergy medicines of their choice. While there are many 
nonprescription cold and allergy medicines on the market, many 
patients prefer the 12 and 24-hour relief offered by pseudoephedrine 
products. AAFA is committed to working with Tennessee lawmakers to 
advance solutions to the meth problem. We firmly believe that these 
efforts can effectively balance the needs of law enforcement with the 
rights of law-abiding patients and their families.” For more information, 
visit www.aafa.org.  

10/5/2012 
5:03 pm 
 
10/8/2012 
7:03 am 

  
Duration: 1:20 

WEATHER TDOT stocked 
and ready for 
winter season. 

Despite the mild start to winter, the Tennessee Department of 
Transportation is stocked and ready to clear roadways of ice and snow 
this season. Over the last several weeks, salt supplies have been 
replenished in all 95 counties, and crews have readied snowplows and 
brine trucks for the winter season. After severe winters in 2009 and 
2010, TDOT increased its 2012/2013 winter weather budget to $19.7 
million. TDOT’s winter weather budget includes salt, salt brine, overtime 
for employees, and equipment maintenance. The department has a 
total of three salt vendors to refill salt bins in all 95 Tennessee counties. 
TDOT currently has more than 200,000 tons of salt and more than 1.6 
million gallons of salt brine ready for use.  Salt brine is a salt/water 
mixture used as a pre-treatment for roads prior to a winter storm or to 
melt snow on roadways when temperatures are hovering around the 
freezing mark. Salt is applied to roads once snow has started to 
accumulate. When snow hits Tennessee, TDOT ice and snow removal 
teams focus first on clearing interstates and heavily traveled state 
routes and will specifically target areas vulnerable to freezing, like hills, 
curves, ramps, bridges and interchanges. 

12/14/2012 
5:04:11 pm 
 
12/17/2012 
7:04:11 am 

  
Duration: 1:03 

 


