
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING: WCNY/WUNY/WJNY-FM, and ReadOut 
subcarrier service: 4th Quarter 2018.

FILED TIMELY ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 29, 2019 (EXTENDED DUE DATE 
BECAUSE OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN).

Cambridge Forum runs every Saturday at 8:30 PM on ReadOut, and every Monday at 
12:04 AM on Classic FM. Cambridge Forum comes from WGBH Boston. Here are 
program topics from the shows that aired in October, November, and December 2018.

1) MARCO POLO: Historian Laurence Bergreen discusses Marco Polo's journey to 
China along the Silk Road. In 1271,  Marco  set off on a trading journey with his father 
and uncle to the heart of the Mongol empire established by Genghis Khan. (Aired 10/6)

2) ON OBJECTS AND INTIMACY (Recorded in 2001): Poet Mark Doty discusses his 
book “Still Life with Oysters and Lemon” and examines our relationships with everyday 
objects. How do objects become meaningful for human beings? How do things come to 
hold feeling, hope, and history within themselves? (Aired 10/13) 

3) IMMIGRANT ENTREPRENEURS: Political scientist Paul Watanabe discusses the 
experiences of immigrant entrepreneurs. What contributions do immigrants make to our 
nation's economy? What's the relationship between immigrant communities and urban 
vitality? (Aired 10/20)

4) PUBLIC LANDS 1: Stephen Nash, author of 'Grand Canyon for Sale'   discusses the 
precarious future of our national parks, monuments and wilderness. Nash warns that 
America’s public lands will “tumble away” unless people act to counter development and 
climate change that could dislocate wildlife populations and plants across many 
thousands of square miles of the national landscape. (Aired 10/27)

5) PUBLIC LANDS 2: MIchael Brune, Executive Director of the Sierra Club discusses 
the threats facing our public parks and wilderness in the era of Trump. Faced with the 
very real prospect that development, coupled with climate change, could dislocate 
wildlife populations and vegetation across many thousands of square miles of the 
national landscape, what can we do about it? (Aired 11/3) 

7) GOOD AND MAD - PART 1: Rebecca Traister, author and New York magazine 
journalist, examines the history of feminism and the #Metoo movement in the light of 
recent political events in Washington and beyond. (Aired 11/10) 

8) GOOD AND MAD - PART 2: Rebecca Traister, author and New York magazine 
journalist, continues the discussion of the history of feminism and the #Metoo 
movement in the light of recent political events in Washington and beyond. (Aired 11/17) 

9) DREAM MACHINE 1: Princeton University professor and author of “Undocumented” 
Dan-El Padilla Peralta shares the story of his own American dream journey.  His life has 



taken him from the Dominican Republic to a  New York City homeless shelter as an 
undocumented immigrant, and eventually rising to the top of his Princeton class. What 
lessons might be drawn from “Undocumented” to shed light on the plight of America’s 
undocumented? (Aired 11/24) 

10) DREAM MACHINE 2: Princeton University professor and author of Undocumented 
Dan-El Padilla Peralta shares more of the story of his own American dream journey.  
His life has taken him from the Dominican Republic to a  New York City homeless 
shelter as an undocumented immigrant, and eventually rising to the top of his Princeton 
class. What lessons might be drawn from Undocumented to shed light on the plight of 
America’s undocumented? (Aired 12/1) 

11) STOLEN ART: Art security expert Anthony Amore discusses the crime of art theft 
and the ways that the intangible value of the stolen objects affects efforts to locate and 
retrieve them.  Conservator Ingrid Neuman joins the conversation to explore the threat 
that theft poses to the physical materials that art works are made from. What makes 
stealing art different from other kinds of theft?  How does the art itself change the way 
its caretakers — the security expert or the conservator –approach their jobs? (Aired 
12/8)

12) WHITEWASH: Carey Gillam, journalist and author of “Whitewash”, discusses the 
first historic verdict against Monsanto in the San Francisco courts.  This decision opens 
the door to thousands of similar civilian litigation suits regarding cancer caused by 
Monsanto's pesticides. (Aired 12/15)

13) MONSANTO: Sheldon Krimsky, Professor of Urban and Environmental Policy and 
Planning at Tufts University, discusses the implications of  the first historic verdict 
against Monsanto that opens the door to thousands of similar civilian litigation suits 
regarding cancer caused by pesticides. (Aired 12/22)

14) RECLAIMING CONVERSATION, PART 1: Most conversations today involve 
distracted people looking at their phones and not their partners. This, according to 
Sherry Turkle, Professor of the Social Studies of Science and Technology at MIT. is 
leading to a "crisis of empathy" at work, at home and in our public life. (Aired 12/28)

Ivory Tower is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs on Classic FM at 12:30 
AM.  We also use the audio from this program on ReadOut on Saturdays at 7:30 PM.  
(Videos of each show may be found at http://www.wcny.org) Here are the programs that 
aired in October, November, and December 2018.

1) The panelists discuss the race between Dana Balter and Representative 
John Katko; Balter was endorsed by Barack Obama, however, Katko still 
has a substantial lead. Who has the advantage right now? Next, a talk about 
Brett Kavanaugh, will his rage trigger electoral change? Will it become a 
political force? Finally, In Albany some hearings on what the state is calling 



a broken parole system. (Underwriting by Stanley Law) (Aired 10/6 and 
10/8) 

2) A special report on climate change from the UN came out this week and the 
panelists discuss the significance of the report. Next, a look at Brexit. 
England is still looking at a way to get out of the E-U. Should they examine 
at the decision that was made and re-vote? Finally, a look at Nikki Haley 
stepping down as UN ambassador. The panel talks about possible motives 
for the exit. (Underwriting by Stanley Law) (Aired 10/13 and 10/15)

3) The panelists discuss the fight in some states  to cast a vote. Then they     
discuss the compelling reasons to grant Washington D.C. and Puerto Rico and 
other territories statehood. Finally, a look at opioid addiction in the news. What 
can Congress do to effectively combat this problem? (Underwriting by Stanley 
Law) (Aired 10/20 and 10/22)  

   
4) The panelists discuss the United States relationship with Saudi Arabia, how    
should President Trump handle the murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi? 
Next, they discuss the withdrawal of the Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty with Russia. Finally a discuss about Nationalism. What does it mean 
today? What does it mean to President Trump? (Underwriting by Stanley Law) 
(Aired 10/29 and 10/31)  

5) The panel discusses some of the local, statewide and national elections they  
will be interested in. They also discuss a letter that was sent in by a viewer 
regarding Multi-party systems and whether it would work in today's political 
climate. Finally a discussion on the 14th Amendment, which defines national 
citizenship and forbids the states to restrict the basic rights of citizens or other 
persons. Does the president have the right with an executive order to abolish 
part of the 14th Amendment? (Underwriting by Stanley Law) (Aired 11/3 and 
11/5)  

 
6) The panelists sort through the meaning of the results of Election Day. What           
does it mean for President Trump? They look at national, state and local races, along 
with some referendums on the ballots across the country. Watch one panelist get a little 
confused giving out grades at the end of the show. (Underwriting by Stanley Law) 
(Aired 11/10 and 11/12)

7) The panelists discuss the voting system around the country. With doubts    
about the validity of elections, does the system need to be fixed? They then talk 
about Amazon's big "hunger games" announcement regarding where its 
headquarters will be located. NYC and Arlington, VA seem to be the winners, or 
are they? Finally they discuss if the New York State Legislature deserves a 
raise, the first one since 1999. (Underwriting by Stanley Law) (Aired 11/17 and 
11/19) 



8) The panelists discuss Michael Bloomberg's $1.8 billion gift to help prospective 
students at Johns Hopkins University, and they ask why it costs so much to go to 
college in the first place. Next, they tackle criminal justice reform. Will the "First 
Step" bill do enough to redress the existing issues with sentencing? Finally, the 
panel talks about the new acting Attorney General Matt Whitaker. (Underwriting 
by Stanley Law) (Aired 11/24 and 11/26) 

9) The panelists discuss how Congress will proceed with Nancy Pelosi as 
Speaker of the House; Then they turn to the General Motors announcement to 
close 4 U.S. factories; stock prices jumped, bur the move isn't good for the 
14,000 workers that got laid off; Finally, will the government shut down if it 
doesn't get funded? The president still wants his wall, or does he? (Underwriting 
by Stanley Law) (Aired 12/1 and 12/3)

10) The panelists look at another round of campaign finance reform. Will this new 
reform bill get any further then past bills? Then they move to the Midwest, where 
outgoing GOP governors are moving to limit power to the incoming governors. 
Does this "lame duckery" have to stop? Finally, a serious look at climate change. 
What can be done? (Underwriting by Stanley Law) (Aired 12/8 and 12/10) 

11) The panelists ask that now that Albany is in the hands of the Democrats, 
what can be pushed forward and what should their priorities be? They next 
discuss the trade - truce with China, is President Trump doing what needs to be 
done to keep the U.S. out of a growing troubled relationship? Finally, the disarray 
over Brexit. Why did it fail and what does it mean for our friends across the 
pond? (Underwriting by Stanley Law)  (Aired 12/15 and 12/17) 

12) The panel discuss the president changing his mind in a matter of hours 
regarding the wall. What will the consequences be if the government shuts 
down? They then discuss the new regulation regarding bump stocks for rifles and 
the fact that you can no longer buy them for your gun. Then finally, the panelists 
discuss the Christmas tune “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” and the attention it's getting. 
(Aired 12/22 and 12/24)

13) The panelists look back at the top news stories of 2018. They also let viewers 
know who they never want to hear from again. Also, a year-end report card of A's 
and F's. (Aired 12/29 and 12/31)

Thursday Morning Roundtable is a one-hour public service program produced by 
University College of Syracuse University, and it is aired weekly during the Syracuse 
University academic year. We have it on WCNY-FM’s main channel every Sunday at 8 
PM and on ReadOut every Sunday at 12:15 PM. It is also posted on WCNY’s website 
as a podcast. TMR is a weekly civic forum bringing together a mix of citizens to learn 



about and discuss community issues and problems.  Each program has a guest 
speaker or panel of experts, and members of the group pose questions after each talk.  
Here are the programs that aired in October, November, and December 2018.

1) Guest: U.S. Navy Rear Admiral John Okon, who spoke about his service in the 
U.S. Navy, including his experience with oceanography and meteorology. (10/7)

2) Guest: Samara Hannah, Executive Director of the Redhouse Arts Center, who 
spoke about the center’s move to Salina Street and the upcoming season. 
(10/14)

3) A panel of local business and economic development experts discussed the 
challenges in maintaining and growing businesses and community wealth and 
the tools they can use to compete in the marketplace. This was a collaboration 
with FOCUS Greater Syracuse. (10/21)

4) Topic: “The Changing Landscape of Media.” Our guest was Aileen Gallagher, 
Assistant Professor and Program Review and Assessment Director for the S.I. 
Newhouse School of Public Communications. (10/28)

5) Topic: “Economic Development at the Grassroots Level.” The panelists were 
Mark Olson, Village of Fayetteville Mayor;  Carolyn Evans-Dean, South Avenue 
Business Corridor Revitalization Project Manager; Mark Venesky, Cicero Town 
Supervisor; and Mike LaFlair, Housing Visions Director of Marketing and 
Community Relations. (11/4)

6) Topic: “Scouting.” Our guest was Grey Rolland, Scout Executive for the Boy 
Scouts of America, Longhouse Council. (11/11)

7) Guest: Al-Amin Muhammad, who spoke about his experiences with 
homelessness and his agency, “We Rise Above the Streets.” (11/18)

8) Guest: Syracuse Mayor Ben Walsh. (12/2)
9) Topic: “A Journalist's First-Hand Report - What's Wrong with US Policy in Iran.” 

Our guest was Reese Erlich, who will speak about his new book, The Iran 
Agenda Today: The Real Story of US Policy and the Middle East Crisis. (12/9)

10) Guest: Grant Reeher, Professor of Political Science and Director of the 
Campbell Public Affairs Institute, who spoke about the midterm elections and the 
effects of the results. (12/16)

The Capitol Pressroom is a daily one-hour radio program that is produced by WCNY 
and broadcast from the Legislative Correspondents Association Pressroom on the third 
floor of the State Capitol in Albany. The show is hosted by Susan Arbetter, and features 
interviews with important newsmakers. It also features analysis from seasoned political 
reporters who work the Albany beat for newspapers and wire services around the state 
including The New York Times, Newsday, the Albany Times-Union, Gannett News 
Service and the Associated Press.  It is run on ReadOut (on a one-day delay from the 
broadcast on various public radio stations) every weekday at 10:15 AM and 5:15 PM. It 
also runs at 11:15 AM on Saturdays. Podcasts are also available on WCNY’s website 
(http://www.wcny.org). 

Connect: NY is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that usually airs monthly. 
According to the WCNY website, “Connect NY offers lively insightful discussion, 



information and analysis on timely topics that affect the residents across the Empire 
State.  Tackling those public affairs topics significant in the lives of New Yorkers across 
the state, we will explore personal experiences, important conflicts and tough issues 
unfolding at the state level through the lens of the stakeholders involved.  As we gain 
the perspective of those in government, labor and environmental organizations, 
community leadership, law and business, this program aims to shed light on potential 
solutions to the complex problems New Yorkers seek to solve. A panel of leaders and 
experts lend their perspective in a dynamic discussion moderated by Susan Arbetter, 
WCNY’s Director of Public Affairs Programming and host of WCNY’s state-wide daily 
broadcast radio show “The Capitol Pressroom.”  Here are the Connect: NY programs for 
the fourth quarter of 2018: 

1) “Guns and a Safer Society” After recent mass shootings across the country in 
schools, public venues and inside private companies – as a nation there seems 
to be a stalemate as to how to move forward.  Communities are looking for 
answers as they discuss gun laws and safety strategies in the hopes that these 
tragic shootings can be stopped.  Connect NY will record a public forum on this 
issue on September 27th at the WCNY studios.  Susan Arbetter joins a panel of 
experts and a live studio audience to moderate a discussion on everything from 
best practices and responsibility when it comes to owning a gun, to why these 
issues are so difficult to talk about to what actually works when it comes to 
preventing mass shootings. (Audio aired on Classic FM at 12:04 AM, and on 
ReadOut at 12:45 PM on Monday, 10/29/18; also on ReadOut at 1:15 PM on 
Tuesday, 10/30/18.)

2) “The Price of Knowledge: Free Tuition in New York State” Connect NY examines 
the Excelsior Scholarship Program implementation. Students, parents, 
professors, college and university financial aid stewards, state representatives 
and political watchdogs weigh in on the feasibility of the nation’s first attempt at 
tuition-free colleges degrees. (Audio aired on Classic FM at 12:04 AM and on 
ReadOut at 12:45 PM on Monday, 11/26/18; also on Tuesday, 11/27 at 1:15 PM) 

3) “Urban Redevelopment and Renaissance in Upstate New York” The creative 
economy. What is it, and why you’re going to be hearing a lot more about it. 
Here’s a hint – if you don’t want to be replaced by a machine, consider moving 
into one of the segments that make up the creative economy. (Audio aired on 
Classic FM at 12:04 AM and on ReadOut at 12:45 PM on Monday, 12/10/18; also 
on ReadOut on Tuesday, 12/11 at 1:15 PM)

Double Down is an educational quiz program from WCNY-TV, hosted by Noah Eagle. 
Students face challenging questions on science, math, literature, current events and 
other topics, and the three-member high school teams compete for prizes and bragging 
rights. Questions are tied to New York State curriculum, including English, STEM, and 
current events.  Audio from the half-hour show airs on ReadOut every Saturday at 9:45 
AM. Videos of each show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

Cycle of Health is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV, telling the stories of people 
who are living their way to good health. Cycle of Health provides a new approach to 



talking about health by sharing the intimate stories of people who have overcome health 
challenges. Along with host Angela Moonan, doctors present a multi-faceted view of 
how a health crisis affects individual patients and their families; what happens during 
treatment, recovery; and adapting to a new normal of healthy living. Audio from the half-
hour show runs on ReadOut on Friday at 2:15 PM, with repeats on Sunday at midnight, 
7:06 AM, and 1:45 PM; Monday at 7:30 AM; and Friday at 2:15 PM.  Videos of each 
show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

SciTech Now is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV. SciTech Now tells the stories of 
advancements in technology, science, and many other fields that could shape our future 
in amazing new ways. The half-hour show is comprised of multiple segments that 
originate from PBS stations, including WCNY, in a collaborative network that stretches 
across the country. It also features contributions from Simon Perez. Audio from the 
show runs on ReadOut on Saturdays at 5:45 PM. Videos of each show are available on 
WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

ACB Reports is a half-hour program produced by the American Council of the Blind. 
This monthly news magazine deals with issues affecting blind people and people with 
low vision. It airs on ReadOut on Sundays at 1:15 PM, Mondays at 7:00 AM and 2:45 
PM, Tuesdays at 8:07 AM, and Fridays at 1:45 PM. 


