
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING: WCNY/WUNY/WJNY-FM, and ReadOut 
subcarrier service carried on all three transmitters: 2nd Quarter 2020.

Cambridge Forum runs every Saturday at 8:30 PM on ReadOut. Cambridge Forum 
comes from WGBH Boston. Here are program topics from the shows that aired in April, 
May, and June 2020.

1) Migrating To Prison 2  - Immigration lawyer and author César García Hernández 
joins a panel  with other immigration lawyers and activists to discuss the immigration 
prison system’s origins, how it currently operates, and why. (Aired 4/4)  

2) On Fire - Part 1 - Author and journalist Naomi Klein discusses her new book On Fire: 
The (Burning) Case for a Green New Deal, a  far-ranging exploration of the climate 
crisis, as well as the rising political movement demanding a Green New Deal. (Aired 
4/11)

3) On Fire - Part 2 -- Author and activist Naomi Klein continues the conversation about 
her new book about the urgency of coping with climate change, On Fire: The (Burning) 
Case for a Green New Deal.(Aired 4/18) 

3) Appalachia: Cultural Crossroads 1/2 - An exploration of the history and roots of  the 
traditional music of Appalachia co-produced with The Revels and featuring 
performances by Jake Blount on banjo and Libby Weitnauer on fiddle. (Aired 4/25)  

4) Appalachia: Cultural Crossroads 2/2 - Part 2 of this special Cambridge Forum 
explores the history and roots of  the traditional music of Appalachia with performances 
by Jake Blount on banjo and Libby Weitnauer on fiddle. (Aired 5/2)

5) Nature Underfoot - Are creepy crawlers and weeds deserving of more respect? John 
Hainze, an entomologist, ethicist and former pesticide-developer calls for greater 
respect and moral consideration for humans and their natural world. (Aired 5/9)

6) Do Morals Matter 1  - Joseph Nye, leading scholar of international relations considers 
presidents and their foreign policy from FDR to Trump who come up short in the 
morality polls. (Aired 5/16)

7) Do Morals Matter 2 - Joseph Nye, leading scholar of international relations considers 
presidents and their foreign policy from FDR to Trump who come up short in the 
morality polls. Nye scores their foreign policy on three ethical dimensions: their 
intentions, the means they used, and the consequences of their decisions. (Aired 5/23) 

8) Farming 1 - Author John Marzluff outlines a  personal approach to sustainable 
agriculture. Through an ornithologist's lens, he observes current farming practices to 
see if we can broker a more harmonious relationship between our birds, farms, food and 
land. (Aired 5/30)  



9) Farming 2 - Ronnie Cummings, author of Grassroots Rising and  International 
Director of OCA, Organic Consumers Association discusses ways to revitalize farming 
practices to fight climate change. (Aired 6/6) 

10) The Alchemy Of Us -  Ainissa Ramirez  talks about her latest book which looks at 
world-changing technologies and examines how we shape inventions out of matter, and 
then how those inventions, in turn, shape us – from clocks to silicon chips! (Aired 6/13)

11) Happiness 1 - NYT journalist John Leland reflects on the timeless subject in his new 
book Happiness Is a Choice You  Make: Lessons From a Year Among the Oldest Old. 
It's based on his interviews with some of New York City’s oldest and savviest residents 
who have come to understand the experience of aging during their twilight years. (Aired 
6/20)

12) Happiness 2 - NYT journalist John Leland continues the conversation about the 
timeless subject of his new book Happiness Is a Choice You  Make: Lessons From a 
Year Among the Oldest Old. It's based on his interviews with some of New York City’s 
oldest residents who offer up clues into the joyful experience of aging during the twilight 
years. (Aired 6/27)

Ivory Tower is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs on ReadOut on 
Saturdays at 7:30 PM.  (Videos of each show may be found at http://www.wcny.org) 
Here are the programs that aired in April, May, and June 2020. 

1) The panel joins us all via Zoom, and they discuss the possibility of overflow 
patients in NYC. Will they move them upstate? Will upstate patients then be 
in trouble? Next, they look at how the economy is holding up during this 
pandemic. Finally, could Governor Cuomo have a shot at becoming the 
Democratic candidate in 2020? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn 
Pathways) (Aired 4/4)

2) The panelists talked about Democratic convention and whether it should be 
delayed or eliminated. Next, they discussed whether the public is in any 
danger now that parolees are being let out due to COVID-19. Finally, did a 
US Navy captain do the right thing by going above his chain of command? 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 4/11)

3) The panelists discuss when the economy should get up and running. Is the 
President's plan going to work? Next they discuss paying companies 
directly instead of giving them unemployment insurance. Will it work? Finally 
they discuss voting by mail. Will they find large problems if the Presidential 



Election is decided through mail in votes? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY 
Penn Pathways) (Aired 4/18) 

4) The panelists discuss the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. Is this new reality 
of staying home having an effect on our environment? Should we expect it 
to continue? Next, they discuss the danger of China xenophobia. According 
to a study, China has the most unfavorable rating in many years. Also, who 
should Joe Biden pick as his VP? The panelists give their views. 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 4/25)  

5) The panelists discuss where and to whom the trillions of dollars should go 
for the COVID 19 response. Then they discuss whether there is or isn't a 
food shortage in CNY. Finally, how will colleges handle the fall semester if 
limitations are still in place due to the virus? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY 
Penn Pathways) (Aired 5/2) 

6) A Supreme Court decision last week seems to appear that several justices 
wanted to rule on a new York law in a way to expand gun rights. The 
panelists discuss what this might mean for future gun cases. Next, is there 
hypocrisy for not believing Tara Reade's allegations against Joe Biden, as 
many did with Brett Kavanaugh's accuser?; Finally, should Major League 
Baseball play this year? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) 
(Aired 5/9)  

7) The panelists discuss the Justice Department’s dealing with the former 
national security advisor Michael Flynn. Is the rule of law at risk? Next the 
US Supreme Court heard cases involving President Donald Trump's taxes; 
is the President immune from prosecution when he is in office? Finally, a 
discussion on small business threatening to open up when the government 
says they cannot. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 
5/16)

8) The panelist discuss the shooting of Ahmad Arbery, who was killed by a 
Georgia citizen. Was this a case of the Stand Your Ground law, or was this 
something more? Next, they discuss if telecommuting will become more 
prevalent as the world gets back to normal. Finally, should people on 
unemployment make more money than if they were working their regular 
jobs? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 5/23) 

9) The panelists discuss President Trump's executive order giving the 
government the ability to regulate political speech on the internet. Does this 



create a problem on the 1st amendment front? Next, the college professors 
discuss what will happen to college education next fall. Should colleges 
change the way they teach due to the COVID 19 crisis? (Underwriter: Girl 
Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 5/30)   

10) The George Floyd Protests: For the entire half hour, panelists discuss 
factors that produce police brutality. Also, what are the differences between 
a protester and a looter, and are police acting in a way that separates the 
two? They also discuss President Trump threat to use the US Military in 
calming the protests if they get violent. Can he use the 1807 Insurrection 
Act to do this? (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 6/6) 

11)The panelists discuss whether or not race relations in the US is at a turning 
point or not. Is there real change ahead? Next they discuss the notion of 
defunding the police, does that mean what it really says? Is it smart to use 
that as a slogan? Finally, what should and should not be allowed in 
newspapers’ op-ed articles. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) 
(Aired 6/13) 

12) The panelists discuss 2 Supreme Court rulings, the first had to do with 
undocumented immigrants and their children, the second involve the LGBT 
equal rights protection. Finally they talk about Juneteenth, a holiday that is 
not well-known. The panelists talk about how they would like to change that 
fact. (Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 6/20)

13) Meet the new Ivory Tower panelist as he and the rest of the gang discuss 
taking down Confederate monuments and if it’s the right thing to do, they 
also talk about police reform, and finally both locally and nationally recently 
held primaries had some surprises, but do we really know anything yet? 
(Underwriter: Girl Scouts of NY Penn Pathways) (Aired 6/27)

Thursday Morning Roundtable is a one-hour public service program produced by 
University College of Syracuse University, and it is aired weekly during the Syracuse 
University academic year. We have it on ReadOut every Sunday at 12:15 PM. It is also 
posted on WCNY’s website as a podcast. TMR is a weekly civic forum bringing together 
a mix of citizens to learn about and discuss community issues and problems.  Each 
program has a guest speaker or panel of experts, and members of the group pose 
questions after each talk. (Please note that the series was cut short for the spring  
semester due to the closing of the Syracuse University campus due to the COVID-19 
pandemic; the program is expected to return for the Fall 2020 semester.)



The Capitol Pressroom is a daily one-hour radio program broadcast from the 
Legislative Correspondents Association Pressroom on the third floor of the State Capitol 
in Albany. The host is David Lombardo. The show features interviews with important 
newsmakers. It also features analysis from seasoned political reporters who work the 
Albany beat for newspapers and wire services around the state including The New York 
Times, Newsday, the Albany Times, Union, Gannett News Service and the Associated 
Press. It is run on ReadOut (on a one-day delay from the broadcast on various public 
radio stations) every weekday at 10:15 AM and 5:15 PM. It also runs at 11:15 AM on 
Saturdays. Podcasts are also available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

Connect: NY is a public affairs program from WCNY-TV that airs monthly. According to 
the WCNY website, “Connect NY offers lively insightful discussion, information and 
analysis on timely topics that affect the residents across the Empire State.  Tackling 
those public affairs topics significant in the lives of New Yorkers across the state, we will 
explore personal experiences, important conflicts and tough issues unfolding at the 
state level through the lens of the stakeholders involved.  As we gain the perspective of 
those in government, labor and environmental organizations, community leadership, law 
and business, this program aims to shed light on potential solutions to the complex 
problems New Yorkers seek to solve. A panel of leaders and experts lend their 
perspective in a dynamic discussion moderated by David Chanatry, Professor of 
Journalism at Utica College, Director of the New York Reporting Project, and host of 
WCNY-TV’s “Ivory Tower.” Videos and podcasts of the show are available on WCNY’s 
website (http://www.wcny.org). Here are the Connect: NY programs for the second 
quarter of 2020: 

1) “Re-visioning of Public Housing in Syracuse” Blueprint15 has a vision for a 
holistic revitalization of a neighborhood along I-81. While some look at this as a 
chance to revisit past mistakes and address poverty -- others have expressed 
concerns over the housing project. What happens to those who are currently 
living in public housing planned to be torn down? And would they be welcomed in 
the new community? (Audio aired on ReadOut at 12:45 PM on Monday, 4/27/20 
and at 1:15 PM on Tuesday, 4/28/20)

2) “The Legalization of Commercial Surrogacy” Prior to April’s passage of the 
commercial surrogacy bill, it was once law in New York state which prohibited 
gestational surrogacy -- which created legal uncertainty for parents using 
reproductive technology to conceive a child. Now with the ban lifted, what lies 
ahead for the state, and how will the bill ensure the protection for paid 
surrogates? (Audio aired on ReadOut at 12:45 PM on Monday, 5/25/20; also on 
Tuesday, 5/26/20 at 1:15 PM) 

3) “Forecasting COVID-19” It’s been three months since the COVID-19 outbreak, 
and New York state is ground zero. With schools closed up for the rest of the 
year, will we look at how one school district is weathering the storm as we inch 
toward the fall. And, we sit down with a medical expert to lay out what is in store 
for the Empire State over the coming months, and when we could see a 



vaccination. (Audio aired on ReadOut on Monday, 6/20 at 12:45 PM and on 
Tuesday, 6/21 at 1:15 PM)

Cycle of Health is a half-hour program from WCNY-TV. WCNY’s Cycle of Health 
features emotional, first-hand accounts of medical stories, informative discussions with 
health professionals, and the latest in medical science and technology. Viewers can 
learn how the medical community in Central New York is pushing the boundaries of 
what’s possible in healthcare today. Hosted by Dr. Rich O’Neill, Cycle of Health 
explores the topics most important to Central New Yorkers through dynamic story 
telling. Viewers are treated to new ways to improve physical and mental health, tips 
about nutrition, and fitness programs to get the entire family up and moving.. Audio from 
the half-hour show runs on ReadOut on Friday at 2:15 PM, with repeats on Sunday at 
midnight, 7:06 AM, and 1:45 PM; Monday at 7:30 AM; and Friday at 2:15 PM.  Videos of 
each show are available on WCNY’s website (http://www.wcny.org). 

Behind the Woman is a weekly half-hour program produced by WCNY-TV and Black 
Cub Productions. Behind the Woman shares personal stories from diverse women 
leaders in order to empower other women to pursue their goals and dreams. Host 
Juhanna Rogers, PhD. is a motivational speaker, commentator, artist, and education 
activist currently residing in Central New York. Dr. Rogers encourages women to live 
out loud and unapologetically, walk into who they are. Videos and podcasts of the 
program are available at http://www.wcny.org/behindthewoman/  Audio from the 
program airs on ReadOut every Wednesday at 1:15 PM. 

1) Finding A Space: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet the woman 
who created the series and learn how her lived experiences inspired her to 
create spaces for women of color and their allies in Syracuse, NY.(Aired 5/6) 
(Underwriting: VIP Structures and National Grid)

2) You're the Last Chance Someone Gave You: On this episode of Behind the 
Woman, we meet Syracuse Deputy Mayor Sharon Owens and learn more about 
how she dedicates her life to paying it forward by giving chances to younger 
generations. (Aired 5/13) (Underwriting: VIP Structures and National Grid)

3) Doing It Afraid: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet actor, 
photographer and HR professional, Vanessa Campbell. Learn more about 
Vanessa and how she lives each day while doing it afraid. (Aired 5/20) 
(Underwriting: VIP Structures and National Grid)

4) You’re Not Called to Be Perfect: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet 
Lisa Alford, Commissioner of the Onondaga County Department of Adult and 
Long Term Care Services, and proactive member of the Syracuse community. 
Learn more about Lisa and her lessons in failure and experience, networking, 
and being perfectly “imperfect”. (Aired 5/27) (Underwriting: VIP Structures and 
National Grid)

5) It’s Never Too Late: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet Jasmine 
Coan, aka DJ Bella J. Learn more about Jasmine and how she is using her 



platform to inspire future female DJs. (Aired 6/3) (Underwriting: VIP Structures 
and National Grid)

6) Creating a Path: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet Latisia Hall-
Cannon. Syracuse born and raised with a passion for connecting the community, 
she is the founder of UrbanTSyr, a one-stop connection site that bridges the 
community by providing visibility to events, services, activities and resources in 
and around Syracuse. Learn more about Latisia and how she is bridging the gap 
in the Urban community. (Aired 6/10) (Underwriting: VIP Structures and National 
Grid)

7) We Create Our Own Myths: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet 
Syracuse Stage's Director of Community Engagement and Education, Joann 
Yarrow. Learn how Joann uses theater to address important issues within our 
community. (Aired 6/17) (Underwriting: VIP Structures and National Grid)

8) Black Women in STEM: On this episode of Behind the Woman, we meet Maya 
Bentley. Maya is an Advanced Product Quality Planning Engineer at Fairbanks 
Morse Engine. Learn more about Maya and how she makes time in her busy 
schedule to pursue hobbies and interests. (Aired 6/24) (Underwriting: VIP 
Structures and National Grid)

Got Science? is a half-hour program from the Union of Concerned Scientists, 
distributed by the Public Radio Exchange (PRX). It’s about how science makes the 
world a better place, and how scientists are standing up for science. It’s the science, the 
people, the issues, the technologies, the policies, the public debate (or lack thereof). 
The program’s goal is to share inspiring stories of technical experts and citizens who 
are standing up for science, and cover new developments in science and technology 
that can help people live safer, healthier lives. Audio from the show runs on ReadOut on 
Saturdays at 5:45 PM. 

ACB Reports is a half-hour program produced by the American Council of the Blind, 
and is hosted by Mike Duke. This monthly news magazine deals with issues affecting 
blind people and people with low vision. It airs on ReadOut on Sundays at 1:15 PM, 
Mondays at 7:00 AM and 2:45 PM, Tuesdays at 8:07 AM, and Fridays at 1:45 PM. 

The Best of Our Knowledge The Best of Our Knowledge keeps listeners up-to-date on 
educational trends, from pre-school to PhD, and spotlights breakthroughs in all 
disciplines. This half-hour program is hosted and produced by Bob Barrett at WAMC-FM 
in Albany, New York. The program airs on ReadOut every Saturday at 9:45 AM. 


